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INTRODUCTION. 


If  a  concatenation  of  events  centered  in  one  great 
aftion,  events  which  gave  birth  to  the  prefent  com- 
mercial fyftem  of  the  world;  if  thefe  be  of  the 
firfl  importance  in  the  civil  hiftory  of  mankind,  the 
Lufiad,  of  all  other  poems,  challenges  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Philofopher,  the  Politician,  and  the 
Gentleman. 

In  contradiftin£tion  to.  the  Iliad  and  ^neid,  the 
Paradife  Loft  has  been  called  the  Epic  Poem  of 
Religion,  In  the  fame  manner  may  the  Lufiad  be 
named  the  Epic  Poem  of  Commerce.  The  happy 
completion  of  the  moft  important  defigns  of  Henry 
Duke  of  Vifeo,  Prince  of  Portugal,  to  whom  Eu- 
rope owes  both  Gama  and  Columbus,  both  the 
eaftern  and  the  weftern  worlds,  conftitutes  the  fub- 
jefl;  of  that  celebrated  epic  poem  (known  hitherto 
in  England  almoft  only  by  name)  which  is  now 
oflferfed  to  the  Englifli  reader.  But  before  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  hiftorical  introduction  neceifary  to  elu- 
cidate a  poem  founded  on  fuch  an  important  pe- 
riod of  hiftdry,  fome  attention  is  due  lo  the  opi- 
luon  of  thofe  theorifts  in  political  philofophy,  who 
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lament  that  dther  India  was  ever  difcovered,  and 
who  affert  that  the  increafe  of  trade  is  big  with  the 
real  mifery  oi^mankind,  and  that  commerce  is  only 
the  parent  of  degeneracy,  and  the  nurfe  of  every 
vice. 

Much  indeed  may  be  urged  on  this  fide  of  the 
queilion,  but  much  alfo  may  be  urged  againft  every 
inftitution  relative  to  man.  Imperfedion,  if  not 
neceflary  to  humanity,  is  at  leaft  die  certain  attend- 
ant on  every  thing  human.  Though  fome  part  of 
the  traffic  with  many  countries  refemble  Solomon's 
Importation  of  apes  and  peacocks;  though  the 
fuperfluities  of  life,  the  baubles  of  the  opulent, 
and  even  tKe  luxuries  which  enervate  the  irrefolute 
and  adminifter  difeafe,  are  introduced  by  the  inter- 
courfe  of  navigation ;  the  extent  of  the  benefits 
which  attend  it,  are  alfo  to  be  confidered,  ere  the 
man  of  cool  reafon  will  venture  to  pronounce  that 
the  world  is  injured,  and  rendered  lefs  virtuous  and 
lefs  happy  by  the  increafe  of  commerce. 

If  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  mankind,  where  com- 
merce opens  no  intercourfe  between  nation  and 
nation,  be  neglefted,  unjuft  conclufions  ^11  cer- 
tainly follow.  Where  the  ftate  of  barbarians,  and 
of  countries  under  the  different  degrees  of  civiliza- 
tion,  are  candidly  weighed,  we  may  reafonably  ex* 
pe&  a  juft  decifion.  As  evidently  as  the  appoint* 
ment  of  Nature  gives  pafture  to  the  herds,  ib  evi« 
dently  is  man  b6m  for  fociety.    As  every  other 
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atmnal  is  in  its  niturkl  ilate  when  m  the  fituadoa 
tdiich  its  inftindkireqdires  }  fo  man^Dirhen  hi&  rei^ 
ion  18  cuMvatedi^  is  ^en^  and  only  then,  in  the  flate 
proper  to  his  tattsire.  The  Iffo  of  the  naked  fti 
vage,  who  feeds  on  acorns,  and  ifeeps  like  a  bcaft 
in  his  den,  is  comtnOtily  called  the  natural  ftate  of 
man ;  but  If  thejre  be'atiy  pi^priety  in  this  aflertiott, 
his  rational  feculties  compofc  no  part  of  his  nature, 
and,  were  given  not  to  be  ufed.  If  the  favagfe 
therefore  live  in  a  ftate  contrary  to  the  appointment 
of  nature,  it  muft  follow  that  he  is  not  fo  happy 
as  nature  inteiided  him  to  be.  And  a  view  of  his 
true  charadler  will  confirm  this  conclufion.  The 
reveries,  the  fairy  dreams  of  RoulTeau,  may  figure 
the  paradifiac^I  life  of  a  Hottentot,  but  it  is  only 
in  fuch  dreams  that  the  fuperior  happinefs  of  the 
barbarian  exifts.  The  favage,  it  is  true,  is  reluc- 
tant to  leave  his  manner  of  life ;  but  unlefs  we  al- 
low that  he  is  a  proper  judge  of  the  modes  of 
living,  his  attachment  to  his  own  by  no  means 
proves  that  he  is  happier  than  he  might  otherwife 
have  been.  His  attachment  only  exemplifies  the 
amazing  power  of  habit  in  reconciling  the  human 
breaftto  the  mpft  uncomfortable  fituations.  If  the 
intercourfe  of  mankind  in  fome  inftances  be  intro- 
duftive  of  vice,  the  want  of  it  as  certainly  ex- 
cludes the  exertion  of  the  nobleft  virtues  ;  and  if 
the  feeds  of  virtue  are  indeed  in  the  heart,  they 
often  lie  dormant,  and  even  unknown  to  the  favage 
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pofTeiTor.  The  moft  beautifiil  defcriptiori  of  a  tribe 
of  favages,  which  we  may  be  affured  is  from  real 
life,  occurs  in.thefe  words  :  And  the  five  fpies  of 
Dan  "  came  to  Laifli,  andfaw  the  people  that  were 
therey  how  they  dwelt  carelefs  after  the  manner  of  the 
Zidoniansy  qtdet  qndfecure^  and  there  was  no  magi-* 
Jirate  in  the  land  that  might  put  them  to  fhame  in  any 
thing .....  And  the  fpies  faid  to  their  brethren, 
ArifSi  that  we  may  go  up  againfi  them  ;  for  we  have 
feen  the  land^  and  behold  it  is  very  good. . .  /and  they 
came  unto  Laifh,  unto  a  people  that  were  quiet  and 
fecurCj  and  theyfmote  them  with  the  edge  ofthefwordy 
and  bt{rnt  the  city  with  fire  ;  and  there  was  no  deli* 
verer^  becaufe  it  was  far  from  Zidon^  and  they  had 
no  buftnefs  with  any  man.^* — ^However  the  happy 
fimplicity  of  this  fociety  may  pleafe  the  man  of 
fine  imagination,  the  true  philofopher  will  view  the 
men  of  Laifli  with  other  eyes.  However  virtuous  he 
may  fuppofe  one  generation,  it  requires  an  alteration 
of  human  nature,  to  preferve  the  children  of  the  next 
in  the  fame  generous  eftrangement  from  the  felfifh 
paflions,  from  thofe  paflions  which  are  the  parents  of 
the  afts  of  injuftice.  When  his  wants  are  eafily 
fupplied,  the  manners  of  the  favage  will  be  fimple, 
and  often  humane,  for  the  human  heart  is  not 
vicious  without  objefts  of  temptation.  But  thefe  will 
foon  occur ;  he  that  gathers  the  greateft  quantity  of 
fruit  will  be  envied  by,  the  lefs  induftrious :  The 
uninformed  mind  feenis  infenfible  of  the  idea  of  the 
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right  of  pbffeffion  which  the  labour  of  "acquire- 
ment gives.  When  want  is  prefGng,  and  the  fup- 
ply  at  hand,  the  only  confideration  ^yith  fuch  minds 
IS  the  danger  of  feizing  it ;  and  where  there  is. 
no  magijirate  to  put  to  Jhame  in  any  things  depre- 
dation will  foon  difplay  all  its  horrors.  Let  it 
be  even  admitted  that  the  innocence  of  the  men 
of  Laifh  could  feciire  them  from  the  confequences- 
of  their  own  linreftrained  defires ;  could  eveiv 
this  impofSbility  be  furmounted,  ftill  they  are  a 
wretched  prey  to  the  firft  invaders ;  and  becaufe 
they  have  no  bufinefs  with  any  man,  they  will  find, 
no  deliverer.  While  human  nature  is  the  fame, 
the  fate  of  Laifh  will  always  be  the  fate  of  the 
weak  and  defencelefs ;  and  thus  the  mod  amiable 
defcription  of  lavage  life,  raifes  in  our  minds  the 
ftrongeft  imagery  of  the  mifery  and  impoffible 
continuance  of  fuqh  a  ftate.  But  if  the  view  of 
th^fe  innocent  people  terminate  in  horror,  with 
what  contemplation  Ihall  we  behold  the  wilds  of 
Africa  and  America?  The.  tribes  of  America,  it 
is  true,  have  degrees  of  policy  greatly  fuperior  to 
any  thing  underftood  by  the  men  of  Laifli.  Great 
matters  of  martial  oratory,  their  popular  affem^ 
blies  are  fchools  open  to  all  their  youth.  In  thefe. 
jhey  not  only  learn  the  hiftory  of  their  nation, 
and  what  they  have  to  fear  from  the  ftrength  and 
defigns  of  their  enemies,  but  they  alfo  imbibe 
the  moft  ardent  fpirit  of  war.     The  arts^  of  ftrata- 
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gem  are  their  ftndy,  and  the  moft  athletic  ezerdfes 
of  the  field  their  employment  and  delight.  And 
what  is  their  greateft  praife,  they  have  ma^/brates 
/9  put  to  Jbame.  They  infiid  no  corporeal  pu- 
niflmient  on  their  countrymen,  it  is  true,  but  a 
reprknand  from  an  elder,  delivered  in  the  affembly, 
is  efteemed  by  diem  a  deeper  degradatjon,  and  fe. 
va-er  ptmiflmient,  than  any  of  thofe,  too  often 
moft  impolitically  adopted  by  civilized  nations. 
Tet,  though  poflefled  of  this  advaxitagc,  on  ad- 
vantage impoffible  to  exift  in  a  large  commercisd 
empire,  and  though  mafters  of  great  martial  po« 
licy,  their  condition,  upon  the  whole,  is  big  with 
the  moft  ftriking  demonftration  of  the  mifery  and 
UNNATURAL  ftatc  of  fuch  vcfy  in^ierfed  dvi- 
Kzation.  Multiply^  and  replentfh  the  earthy  is  an 
mjunftion  of  the  beft  political  philofophy  ever 
given  to  man.  Nature  has  appointed  man  to 
cultivate  the  earth,  to  increafe  in  number  by  tibe 
food  which  its  culture  gives,  and  by  this  increafe 
of  brethren  to  remove  ibme^  and  to  mitigate  all 
the  natural  miferies  of  human  life*  But  in  dired 
oppofition  to  this  is  the  political  ftate  of  the  wild 
Americans.  Their  lands,  luxuriant  in  climate, 
are  often  defolate  waftes,  where  thoufands  of  miles 
hardly  fupport  a  few  hundreds  of  favage  hunters. 
Attachment  to  their  own  tribe  conftitutes  theii* 
higheft  idea  of  virtue  j  but  this  virtue  mcludes 
&c  moft  brutal  depravity,  makes,  them  efteem  tfce 
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man  of  every  other  tribe  as  an  enemy,  as  one  with 
whom  nature  had  placed  theia  in  a  ftate  of  war, 
and  had  commanded  to  deftroy  *•  And  to  this 
principle,  their  cuftoms  and-^eas  of  honour  ferve 
as  rituals  and  minifte^s^  The  cruelties  pra£tifed 
by  the  American  lavages  pn  their  prifoners  of 
war  (and  war  is  their  chief  employment)  convey 
every  idda  ezprefled  by  the  wprd  diabolical,  and 
give  a  moft  fhocking  view  of  the  degradation  dP 
human  nature  t*    But  what  peculiarly  completes 

the 

*  This  ferocity  of  favage  manners  affords  a  philofophical  ac- 
count how  the  moft  diftant  and  inhofpitable  dimes  were  firft 
peopled.  When  a  Romuliis  ere£b  a  moaarchy  itnd  makes  irar 
on  his  peighbottrsy  ibme, naturally  fly  to  the  wilds.  As  tbdr  &- 
milies  increafey  the  ftronger  commit  depredations  on  the  weaker; 
and  thus  from  generation  to  generation^  they  who  cither  dread 
juft  puaifliment  or  unjuft  oppre£Son»  fly  farther  and  farther  in 
fearch  of  that  protediou  which  is  only  to  be  £bund  in  civilized 
fociety. 

\  Unleft  when  compdled  by  European  troops,  the  exchange 
of  priibneFi  is  nerer  pradifed  by  the  American  faTages.  Somo> 
times,  when  a  favage  lofes  a  fon  in  war,  he  adopts  one  of  the 
captives  in  his  ftead;  but  this  feldom  occurs;  for  the  death  of 
die  prifoner  fcems  to  give  them  much  more  fatirfsidion.  The 
yiftkn,i6  tied  to  a  tree,  iiis  teeth  siaod  natk  are  drawn,  bumiag 
wood  is  held  to  every  tender  part,  his  roafted  fingers  are  put  into 
the  bowl  of  a  pipe  and  fmoaked  by  the  favages ;  his  tormentors 
with  horrid  howls  dance  round  him,  wounding  him  at  every  turn 
with  their  poniarde;  his  eyes  are  at  laft  thruft  out,  and  he  as 
let  loofe  to  ftagger  about  as  his  torture  impels  Kim.  As  fooA 
as  he  expires,  his  drffevered  limbs  are  boiled  in  the  war-kettle, 
and  devoured  by  his  executioners.  And  fuch  is  the  power  dF 
cuftom  and  the  ideas  of  honor,  that  the  unhappy  fufferer  under 
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the  chara£ler  of  the  iavage  is  his  horrible  fuper- 
ftition.  In  the  moft  diftant  nations  the  favage  is 
in  this  the  fame.  The  terror  of  evil  fpirits  con- 
tmually  haunts  him;*" his  God  is  beheld  as  a  re- 
lentlefs  tyrant,  and  is  worfhipped  often  with  cruel 
rites,  always  with  3.  heart  full  of  horror  and  fean 
In  all  the  numerous  accounts  of  favage  worfhtp, 
one  trace  of  filial  dependance  is  not  to  be  found. 
JTie  very  reverfe  of  that  happy  idea  is  the  hell  of 
the  ignorant  mind.  Nor  is  this  barbarifm  con- 
fined alone  to  thofe  ignorant  tribes,  whom  we 
call  favages.  The  vulgar  of  every  country  pof- 
fefs  it  in  certain  degrees,  proportionated  to  their 
opportunities  of  converlation  with  the  more  en^ 
lightened.  All  the  virtues  and  charities,  which 
either  dignify  human  nature  or  render  it  amiable, 
are  cultivated  and  called  forth  into  adion  by  fo-> 
ciety.  The  favage  life  on  the  contrary,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  expreffion,  inftinftively  narrows  the 
mind ;  and  thus,  by  the  exclufion  of  the  nobler 
feelings,  prepares  it,  as  a  foil,  ready  for  every  vice. 
Sordid  difpofition  and  bafe  ferocity,  together  with 
the  moft  unhappy  fuperflition.  are  every  where 

the 

all  this  torment  betrays  no  fign  of  fear  or  grief.  On  the  con* 
trary,  he  upbraids  his  executioners  with  their  ignorance  of  the 
art  of  tormenting,  and  boafts  how  many  of  their  kindred  had 
found  their  g^te  in  his  belly,  whom  he  had  put  to  death  in  a 
much  feverer  manner. 
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the  proporrionate  attendants  of  ignorance  and  fe- 
vere  want.  And  ignorance  and  want  are  only 
removed  by  intercourfe  and  the  offices  of  fociety. 
So  felf-evident  are  thefe  pofitions,  that  it  requires 
an  apology  for  infifting  upon  them;  but  the  apology 
is  at  hand.  He  who  has  read,  knows  how  many 
eminent  writers*,  and  he  who  has  converfed  knows 

how 

*  The  author  of  that  voluminous  work,  Ht/loire  Philofophlque 
l^  PoMque  des  Etabl'iffemens  l^  du  Commerce  des  Europeens  dans 
les  deux  Indes^  is  one  of  the  many  who  affert  that  the  favagc  is 
happier  than  the  civil  life.  His  reafons  are  thus  abridged :  The 
favage  has  no  care  or  fear  for  the  future,  his  hunting  and  fiftiing 
give  him  a  certain  fubfiflence.  He  fleeps  found,  and  knows  not 
the  difeafes  of  cities.  He  cannot  want  what  he  does  not  de^, 
nor  defire  that  which  he  does  not  know,  and  vexation  or  grief 
do  not  enter  his  foul.  He  is  not  under  the  controul  of  a  fupe- 
rior  in  his  afiions ;  in  a  word,  fays  our  author,  the  favage  only 
fuifers  the  evils  of  nature. 

If  the  civilized,  he  adds,  enjoy  the  elegancies  of  life,  have  better 
food,  and  are  more  comfortably  defended  againd  the  change  of 
feafons,  it  is  ufe  which  makes  thefe  things  nece{fary,and  they  are 
purchafed  by  the  painful  labours  of  the  multitude,  who  are  the 
bafis  of  fociety.  To  what  outrages  is  not  the  man  of  civil  life  ex- 
pofed;  if  he  has  property,  it  is  in  danger;  and  government  orau« 
thority  is,  according  to  this  author,  the  greateft  of  all  evils.  If  there 
is  a  famine  in  the  north  of  America,  the  favage,  led  by  the  wind 
-and  the  fun,  can  go  to  a  better  clime;  but  in  the  horrors  of  fe- 
mine,  war,  or  peftilence,  the  ports  and  barriers  of  poh'fhed  ftates 
place  the  fubjedls  in  a  prifon,  where  they  muft  perifh— Zf  re/te* 
roit  encore^There  ftill  remains  an  infinite  difference  between  the 
lot  of  the  civDizcd  and  the  favage ;  a  difference,  toute  enttere^  all 
entirely  to  the  difad vantage  of  fociety,  that  injuftice  which 
Teigns  in  the  inequah'ty  of  fortunes  and  conditions.  **  In  fine, 
.fays  he,  as  the  wiih  for  independence  Is  one  of  the  firft  inftinds 

of 
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how  many  refpedable  names,  conned  the  idea  <^ 
innocence  and  happinefs  with  the  life  of  the^  fa* 
vage  and  the   unimproved  ruftic*      To  fix  the 

charader 

of  man,  he  who  can  join  to  the  poifeffion  of  this  prunitiye  rights 
the  moral  fecurity  of  a  fubfiftcnce,  (which  we  were  jult  told 
the  favage  could  do)  is  incomparably  piore  happy  than  the  rich 
nan  furrounded  with  laws,  fuperiors,  prejudices,  and  fafhions, 
which  endanger  his  liberty,*'— 

Such  are  the  fentiments  of  Abb^  Raynal,  a  writer  whofe  fpi-. 
rited  manner,  and  intereiUng  fuljed,  have  acquired  him  many 
readers.  As  he  is  not  fingular  in  his  eftimate  of  {avage  happi- 
nels,  his  arguments  merit  examination ;  and  a  view  of  the  full 
tendency  of  his  aifertions  will  fufficiently  refute  his  conclufions. 
Nothing  can  be  more  eyident  than  that  if  habit  defboy  the  relifli 
of  the  elegancies  of  Hfe,  habit  alfo  ^«nll  deftroy  the  pleafure  of 
hunting  and  fifhing,  when  thefe  are  the  fole  bufinefs  of  the  fa« 
^ntgc.  If  the  favage  has  no  care  and  no  fuperior,  thefe  very 
circumftances  naturally  brutah'fe  his  mind,  and  render  him  vici« 
ous,  fierce,  and  felfifh.  Nor  is  he  fo  free  from  care,  as  fome 
philofophers  on  their  couches  of  down  are  apt  to  dream,  Be« 
caufe  hunting  and  fifhing  feem  pleafant  to  us,  are  they  aUb  a 
pleafure  to  the  wretch  who  in  all  feafons  mufl  follow  them  for 
his  daily  fuilenance?  You  may  as  well  maintain  that  a  poUil- 
lion,  jaded  with  fatigue,  and  fhivering  with  wet  and  cold,  is 
extremely  happy,  becaufe  gentlemen  ride  on  horfeback  for  their 
pkafmc.  That  we  cannot  want  what  we  do  not  defire,  nor 
defiic  wW  we  do  not  know,  are  juii  pofitions :  but  does  it 
follow,  that  fuch  a  flate  is  happier  than  that  which  brings  the 
wiihes  and  cares  of  civil  Ufe?  By  no  means:  for  according  to  this 
aipiment,  inienfibility  and  happinefs  proceed  in  the  fame  gra- 
dation, and  of  confiequence  an  oyfier  *  is  the  happieft  of  all  ani- 
mals. 

•  Afid  oHf  author  Ui  ceallty  gca  as  fiu-,  <<  TemtiM  cet  Eciffmst'-^^VfitsycSt 
'<  that  Scotchman,  f«ys  he,  who  being  \th  abne  on  the  ifle  of  Fernandez, 
•«  was  only  unhappy  whBe  his  memory  remained j  but, when  his  natural 

*<  wants 
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charader  of  the  &vage  is  therefore  neccflary,  ere 
vfc  examine  the  aflertion,  that  ^^  it  had  beeir 
happy  for  both  the  old  and  tiie  new  worlds,  if 

the 

mals.  The  advantages  afcribed  to  the  favage  over  the  civilized 
Ufc,  in  the  time  of  war  and  famine,  in  the  equality  of  rank,  and 
lecurity  of  liberty,  offer  an  outrage  to  common  fenfe,  and  are 
ftriking  inftances  that  no  paradox  is  too  grofs  for  the  reveries  of 
modem  philofophy.     This  author  quite  forgets  what  dangers  the 

favages 

**  wants  (bengrofled  him  that  he  forgot  his  country,  his  language,  his  name^ 
**  and  even  the  arcicDlation  of  words,  this  Eurooean,  at  the  end  of  four  years, 
<<  foimd  himfelf  eafed  of  the  burden  of  focial  life,  in  luving  the  bappinefi  t» 
•<  lofe  theuiWof  refiediion,  of  thofe  thoughts  which  led  him  back  to  the 
•*  pafl,  or  taught  him  to  dread  the  future."**  But  this  js  as  erroneous  in 
fiid,  as  fach  haf^nefs  is  falfe  in  pbilofophy.  Alexander  Selkirk  fell  into  no 
fuoh  ftate  of  happy  idiotifm*  By  his  own  account  he  acquired  indeed  the 
greateft  tranquillity  of  mind,  which  arofe  from  religious  fubmiflion  to  his 
fiste.  He  had  with  him  a  bible,  fome  books  of  mathematics  and  pradi* 
cal  divinity ;  the  daily  perufal  of  which  both  fortified  his  patience  and 
amufed  his  tedious  hours.  And  he  profefled  that  he  feared  he  would  never 
again  be  fo  good  a  ChriAian.  In  his  domeilic  oeconomy  he  (hewed  every 
exertion  of  an  intelligent  mind.  When  Capt.  Rogers  found  him  in  1709,  the 
accounts  which  he  gave  of  the  fprings  and  vegetables  of  the  ifland,  were  of 
the  greateft  (hvice  to  the  ihip*s  company.  And  the  Captain  found  him  fo 
able  a  iaiior,  that  he  immediately  made  nim  mate  of  his  ihip.  Having  feen 
Captain  Rogers*s  ve0el  at  fea,  he  made  a  fire  in  the  night,  in  confequence  of 
which  a  boat  was  fent  to  examine  the  fliore.  He  faid  he  had  feen  fomt 
Spaniards  at  different  times  land  on  the  ifland,  but  he  had  always  fled  from 
tliem,  judging  they  would  certainly  put  him  to  death,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  account  which  he  might  be  able  to  give  of  the  South  Seas.  This  is  not 
the  reafoning  of  the  man  who  has  forgotten  his  name  and  his  country.  And 
even  his  amufements  difcover  humour,  and  a  mind  by  no  means  wrapt  up 
in  dull  or  i^vage  tranquillity.  He  had  taught  a  number  of  his  tame  goats 
and  cats  to  danoe  on  their  hinder  legs ;  and  he  himfelf  fung  and  danced 
along  with  them.  This  he  exhibited  to  Capt.  Rogers  and  his  company. 
The  Captain,  indeed,  fays  he  feemed  to  have  forgotten  part  of  his  language, 
as  he  fpoke  his  words  by  halves.  But  4et  it  be  remembered,  that  Selkirk 
was  born  in  a  county  of  Scotland  where  the  vulgar  fay,/flr  iryee  deem,  and 
far  try  a  gaian,  in  place  of  tvbat  are  you  doings  and  where  are  you  going,  Selkirk, 
it  is  true,  had  been  fome  little  while  on  board  Dampier*s  fhip,  but  not  to 
niehtioa  wliat  little  irnprovemenc  of  his  fpeech  might  from  thence  be  re- 
ceived, certain  it  is  that  difufe  of  the  acquired  tongue,  as  well  as  fudden 
paffion,  will  recall  the  native  dialed. -•-•It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  an 
£i^lifbman  fbould  think  he  fpoke  his  words  by  halves.  Selkirk  had  not 
been  full  four  years  on  the  ifland  of  Fernandez,  and  on  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, tiie  narrative  which  he  gave  of  his  fufierings  afforded  the  hint  of 
Rohinfon  Crufoe. 
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the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  had  never  been  difov 
vered."  The  bloodflied  and  the  attendant  mi- 
feries  which  the  unparalleled  rapine  and  cruelties^ 
of  the  Spaniards  fpread  over  the  new  world,  in- 
deed  difgrace  human  nature.  The  great  and 
flourifhing  empires  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  fteeped 
in  the  blood  of  forty  millions  of  their  fons,.  pre-*- 
fent  a  melancholy  profpedt,  which  muft  excite  the 

indignation 

Swages  are  every  where  expofed  to;  how  their  lands,  if  of  any 
Talue,  arc  fure  to  be  feized  by  their  more  powerful  neighbours, 
and  millions  of  their  perfons  enilaved  by  the  more  polifhed  ftates. 
He  quite  forgets  the  infinite  ^Jiance  between  the  refourcu  of  the 
fecial  and  favage  life;  between  the  comforts  adminiflered  by  fo- 
ciety  to  infirmity  and  old  age,  and  the  miferable  fbte  of  the  la- 
vage when  he  can  no  longer  purfue  his  hunting  and  fifhing.  He 
alfo  quite  forgets  the  infinite  difference  between  the  difcourfe  of 
the  tavage  hut,  and  the  cana  deorum^  the  friendfhip  and  converfa- 
tion  of  refined  and  elevated  underftandings.  But  to  philofophize 
is  the  contagion  which  infefts  the  effrits  foris  of  the  continent; 
and  under  the  mania  of  this  difeafe,  there  is  no  wonder  that  com- 
mon fenfe  is  fo  often  crucified.  It  is  only  the  reputation  of  thofc 
who  fupport  fome  opinions  that  will  apologize  for  the  labour  of 
refuting  them.  We  may  therefore,  it  is  hoped,  be  forgiven,  if,  en 
iagateUe^  we  fmile  at  the  triumph  of  our  author,  who  thus  fums 
up  his  arguments :  **  jfyres  toutf  un  mot  pent  terminer  ce  grand prtn 
•*  ch — After  all,  one  word  will  decide  this  grand  difpute,  fo 
**  ftrongly  canvaffed  among  philofophers :  Demand  of  the  man 
**  of  civil  life,  if  he  is  happy?  Demand  of  the  favage,  if  he  is 
*<  miferable?  If  both  anfwer.  No,  the  difpute  is  determined."  By 
CO  means;  for  the  beaft  that  is  contented  to  wallow  in  the  mire, 
is  by  this  argument  in  a  happier  ilate  than  the  man  who  has  one 
wiih  to  (atisfy,  however  reafonably  he  may  hope  to  do  it  by  his 
mduftry  and  virtue. 
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indignation  of  every  good  heart.  Yet  fuch  de- 
fohtion  is  not  the  certain  confequence  of  difco- 
very.  An4  even  ftiould  we  allow  that  the  de-. 
pravity  of  human  nature  is  io  great,  that  the 
avarice  of  the  merchant  and  rapacity  of  the  fol-> 
dier  will  overwhelm  with  mifery  every  new  difco- 
vered  coimtry,  ftill  are  there  other,  more  com- 
prehenfive  views,  to  be  taken,  ere  we  decide  againft 
the  intercQurfe  introduced  by  navigation.  When, 
we  weigh  the  happinefs  of  Europe  in  the  fcale  of 
political  philofophy,  we  are  not  to  confine  our 
eye  to  the  dreadful  ravages  of  Attila  the  Hun,  or 
of  Alaric  the  Goth.  If  the  waters  of  a  ftagnated 
lake  are.  difturbed  by  the  fpade  when  led  into 
new  channels,  we  ought  not  to  inveigh  againft 
the  alteration  becaufe  the  waters  are  fouled  at  the 
firft ;  we  are  to  v^rait  to  fee  the  ftreamlets  refine 
and  fpread  beauty  and  utility  through  a  thoufand 
vales  which  they  never  vifited  before.  Such  were 
the  conquefts  of  Alexander  ;  temporary  evils,  but 
civilization  and  happinefs  followed  in  the  bloody 
trad.  And  though  difgraced  with  every  barba- 
rity, happinefs  has  alfo  followed  the  conquefts  of 
the  Spaniards  in  the  other  hemifphere.  Though 
the  villainy  of  the  Jefuits  defeated  their  fchemes 
of  civilization  in  many  countries,  the  labours  of 
thiit  fociety  have  been  crowned  with' a  fuccefs  in 
Paraguay  and  in  Canada,  which  reflefts  upon 
their  induftry  the  greateft  honour.     The  cuftoms 

and 
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and  cruelties  of  many  American  tribes  ftill  dif* 
grace  human  nature ;  but  in  Paraguay  and  Ca- 
nada the  native*  have  been  brought  to  rdifh  the 
bkiGngs  of  fociety,  and  the  artg  of  vfrtuous  and 
civil  life.  If  Mexico  is  not  fo  populous  as  it 
once  was,  neither  is  it  fo  barbarous ;  the  fhrieks 
of  the  human  viftim  do  not  now  refound  from 
temple  to  temple;  nor  does  the  human  heart, 
held  up  reeking  to  the  Sun,  imprecate  the  ven- 
geance   of    heaven    on    the    guilty    empire  *. 

And, 

^  The  innocent  fimpUcity  of  the  Amencdns  in  their  confer* 
ences  with  the  Spaniards,  and  the  dreadful  cruelties  they  fuffered^ 
divert  our  view  from  their  complete  charafter.  But  almoil 
c^ery  thing  was  horrid  in  their  civil  cuftoms  and  religious  rites. 
In  fome  tribes,  to  cohabit  wkh  their  mothers,  fiflers,  and  daugh- 
tcrs*  was  eftcemed  the  means  of  domeftic  peace.  In  others,  ca- 
tamites  were  maintained  in  every  village  ;  thefe  went  from  houfe 
to  houfe  as  they  pleaied,  and  it  was  unlavrfiil  to  refufe  them 
what  viAuals  they  chufed.  In  every  tribe  the  captives  taken  in 
war  were  murdered  with  the  moft  wtoton  cruelty,  and  after- 
wards devoured  by  the  vidors.  Their  religious  rites  were,  if 
poflible,  ftill  more  horrid.  The  abominations  of  ancient  Mo- 
loch were  here  outnumbered;  chfldren,  virgins,  flavcs,  and  cap- 
tives, bled  on  different  altars,  to  appeafe  their  various  gods.  If 
there  was  a  fcarcity  of  human  vidiims,  the  priefts  announced  that 
the  gods  were  dying  of  thirft  for  human  l)lood«  And  to  prevent  a 
threatened  famine  the  kings  of  Mexico  were  obhged  to  make  war 
on  the  neighbouring  ftatcs,  to  fupply  the  ahari.  The  prifoncrs 
of  either  fide  died  by  the  hand  of  the  prieft.  But  the  number  of 
the  Mexican  facrifices  fo  greatly  exceeded  thofe  of  other  nations, 
that  the  Tlafcalans,  who  were  hunted  down  for  this  purpofe, 
readily  joined  Cortex  with  about  2CX>,ooo  men,  and  fired  by  the 
moil  fixed  hatred,  enabled  him  to  make  one  great  facritice  of 

the 
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And,  however  impoUtically  defpodc  the  Spaniih 
governments  may  be^  itill  do  thefe  colonies  enjoy 
die  opportunities  of  improvement,  which  in  every 

age 

the  Mexican  nation.     Without  the  affiftance  of  thefe  potent 
auxiliaries  Cortez  never  could  have  conquered  Mexico.     And 
thus  the  barbarous  cruelty  of  the  Mexicans  was  the  real  caufe 
of  their  very  fignal  deftru6Uon.     As  the  horrid  fcenes  of  gla- 
diators amufed  ancient  Rome^  fo  their  more  horrid  facriiices 
(ccm  to  have  formed  the  chief  entertainment  of  Mexico.      At 
the  dedication  of  the  temple  of  Vitzuliputzli,  A.  D.  14S6, 
64,080  human  vi6Um8  were  facrificed  in  four  days.     And,  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  accounts,  their  annual  facrifices  required  fe- 
vcral  thoufands*      The   /kulls  of  the  vi6Ums  fomctimes  were 
hung  on  ftrings  which  reached  from  tree  to  tree  around  their  tem- 
ples, and  fometimes  were  built  up  in  towers  and  cemented  with 
Erne.       In  fome  of  thefe  towers  Andrew  de  Tapia  one  day 
eounted*  136,000  ikulls.    When  the  Spaniards  gave  to  the 
Mexicans  a  pompous  difplay  of  the  greatnefs  of  their  monarch 
Charles  V.  Montezuma's  orators  in  return  boafled  of  the  pow«r 
of  their  emperor,  and  enumerated  among  the  proofs  of  it>  the 
great  number  of  his  human  facrifices.     He  could  eafily  conquer 
that  great  people,  the  Tlafcalans,  they  faid,  but  he  chufes  to  pre- 
ferve  them  to  fupply  his  altars*     During  the  war  with  tbe  Spa- 
niards they  increafed  their  ufual  facrifices,  till  prieft  and  people 
were  tired  of  their  bloody  religion.      Frequent  embaffies  frorti 
different  tribes  complained  to  Cortez  that  they  were  weary  of 
their  rites,  and  intreated  him  to  teach  them  his  law.      And 
though  the  Peruvians,  it  is  faid,  were  more  polifhed,  and  did 
not  facrifice  quite  fo  many  as  the  Mexicans,  yet  200  children 
was  the  ufual  hecatomb  for  the  health  of  the  Ynca,  and  a  much 
larger  one  of  all  ranks  honoured  his  obfequies.     The  method  of 
facrificing  was  thus ;  Six  priefts  laid  the  vidlim  on  an  altar, 
which  was  narrow  at  top,  when  five  bending  him  acrofi,  the 

fixth 

♦  By  mnhiplyiog  the  numbers,  no  doubt,  -♦£  the  horiiontal  and  perpen- 
dicular rows  into  each  other. 
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age  arife  from  the  knowledge  of  commerce  and 
of  letters ;  opportunities  which  were  never  enjoyed 
under  the  dominion  of  Montezuma  and  Atabalipa. 
But  if  from  Spanifh,  we  turn  our  eyes  to  Britifii 
America,  what  a  glorious  profpeft  !  Here  formerly 
on  the  wild  lawn,  perhaps  twice  in  the  year,  a  few 
favage  hunters  kindled  their  evening  fire,  kindled 
it  more  to  proteft  them  from  evil  fpirits  and  beafls 
of  prey,  than  from  the  cold ;  and  with  their  feet 
pointed  to  it,  flept  on  the  ground.  Here  now 
population  fpreads  her  thoufands,  and  fociety  ap- 
pears in  all  its  bleflings  of  mutual  *  help,  and  the 
mutual  lights  of  intelledual  improvement.  *^  What 
**  work  of  art,  or  power,  or  public  utility,  has 
^*  ever  equalled  the  glory  of  having  peopled  a  con- 
^*  tinent,  without  guilt  or  bloodfhed,  with  a  mul- 
**  titude  of  free  and  happy  commonwealths,  to 
^^^  have  given  them  the  beft  arts  of  life  and  go- 
^*  vernment  !*'  To  have  given  a  favage  continent 
,  an  image  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  is  indeed  the 
greateft  glory  of  the  Britifh  crown,  "  a  greater  than 

"  any 

fixth  cut  up  his  flomach  with  a  fharp  flint,  and  while  he  held 
up  the  heart  reeking  to  the  fun,  the  others  tumbled  the  car- 
cafe  down  a  flight  of  ftairs  near  the  altar,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  the  next  facrifice.  See  Acofta,  Gomara,  Careri,  the 
Letters  of  Cortez  to  Charles  V.  &c.  &c. 

*  This  was  written  ere  the  commencement  of  the  unhappy 
civil  war  in  America.  And  under  the  influence  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  Britifh  confutation,  that  country  may  perhaps  again  defer\c 
this  charader. 
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•*  any  other  nation  ever  acquired  }'*  and  from  the 
€onfequei]Lces  of  the  genius  of  Henry  Duke  of  Vi- 
feo;  dM  ^theJBritilh' American  empire  arife^  an  ^m^^ 
pire  >vhich,  unldTs  retarded  by  tbe  illiberal  and  in« 
human  fpirit  of  religious  fanadcifm^  \»J11  in  a  few 
centuries,  perhaps,,  be  the  glory  of.  the  world. 

Stubborn  indeed  muft  be  the  theopft,  ;who  .wiU 
deny  the  improvement,  virtue,  an4  happinefs,  which 
Jn  the  refult,  tjie  voyage  of  Columbus  las  fpread 
pyet  the  Weftem  World.  The  .happbaefs  which 
£i|rc)|>e  a4d  4£a  haye  received  from  the  intercourfe 
with  ?ach  other,  cannot  hitherto,  it  muft  be  owned, 
):)e  comjxared  ei^Jier  with  thie  poffeffion  of  it,  or  the 
fource  of  its  increafe;  eftabl^hed  in  j^mmca.  Yet 
let  the^man  of  the  ipoft  melancholy  vi^ws  e^Oimate 
all  the.wirs  aiid  depredations.  >^Wch  are  cJiargeJl 
upon  the  Portuguefeand  other  European  nations, 
ilill  will  the  Eaftem  World  appieiar  confiderably  ad- 
vantaged by  the  voyage  of  Gama.  If  f<^  of  blood 
have  been  fhed  by  the  Portuguefe*  nothing  new 
was  introduced  into.  India.  Wtr  and  depredation 
were  no  unheard-of  ftrangers  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges  ;  nor  could  the  nature  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifhments  of  the  eaftern  nations  fecufe  a  lafting 
peace.  The  ambition  of  their  native  princes  was 
only  diverted  into  new  channels ;  into  channels 
which,  in  the  natural  courfe  of  human  affairs,, 
will  certainly  lead  to  permanent  governments, 
eftabfiflied  on  improved  laws  and  juft> .  dominion. 

Vol.  I.  b  Yet 
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^cording 'to  i!)ldt^tG^^^^n^fe,foSl(^tt«d^^Xria<)^ 
Hiss  6rt9i^  Afieuti'c^qii^c^,  -^dtt  h^  «qcfil^ 
led  b^r  Hit  *^6rfe  iJF  their  lEliropeah  iran^ifliei*; 
!l)^dr4s  ihc'diabKDfW^^^  impttfVtd  ^ovtffttthfents 
in  the-Eslft^fe  dtieam  ^'flie^.  Tl»ft^*ttfit^ 
*jf  thfe  ^eJvil  ^a  imlit«fy>iS«6  6f -the  feWt1fh,'fid^ 
%{i9iftah^  tlie  ^ateRd  kihad^^a^  df  ioiMi  tftdi^. 
TiaikSd,  >&  flt  ^this  day 'b^hgia  >iHlR^  #{tli  :^  ^ 
^(Mfhihbm  of  ^iliiF^Etiofa ;  Wid  ythnraSlDii  % 
^l^ys  iolk^ed,  thotigh  bft^  IrFi^-retardi^d  It^ps^ 
tythell*«»g^efire<>f«ltta^i!ttt»<»^  ^Loi^ 

^^  ilie  ^ftSl  of  the  Ro^aH  ^eii^re,  th^  Rdii^ 
Wiirs  iiif^it  ttdti^d  by  ^do^  whkh  ^<!tent  RbAi^ 
^f{^6th^d  bsljatbafdUs.  And  tbns,  in  ^tbe  c^ffe 
of  aig*»,  the  BritUh  feiws,  ^Kxording  'to  ^^eiy  tcft 
^^^robabiKty,  will,  hi  Ihdk,  have  a  thoft  itopoftant 
"eS^  ^l  fulfil  the  rprbphfecy  of  Gamoeifc,  and 
^h^fer  to  'tlUtt  Bfitifh  th^  high  comjilini^nt  be 
^Iflifys  to-hfe^'oiintrymcn': 

Beneath  tbeir  fway  majeftic,  wife,  and  mild, 

Proud  of  Iter  viftor's  Wws,  thnWhap^er*  India  ferities. 

In  former  ageSjand  withm  thefe  few  y^ars,  the 
fertile  empire  of  India  has  exhibited  every  fcene 
df  human  ^mif^9  under  the  undiftinguifliing  la- 
vages of  tbtsr  Mohamsiedan.  and  aativi&.pi^^s; 

ravages 
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ta^sge^  coiy  pguaHodJa  Euiopean  UAoiycby  thofe 

commiilted  Ufinler  4^a,  fiuii^iQied  xhe  $€Dui|r|s  of 

God,  dmd  the  ikftvoyfer  :of  smioiis.    Theidett 

f)f  ipjit^ifitHm  .aj^  qf  (bowur  -  w*^  (eUdom  haomA 

m  ttbexabuBiots  of  ilbe  ettiftem  princes  till  ithe  armai 

of  itbe  rSurofi^ais^    Evierf  :i^[iec«^  of  afiaffinatioxi 

Y^jis  itfje  j)Qli|!y  erf  th^ir  cg^iRfi  ,»nd  ifviery^  of 

ft»reftr^g4  ra|^^d«»fl[^^  fciio^ilffed  r^e  pgitb 

cf  viStory.   .  iByt  .-^foiixe. -pf  )tft^ -rPo^rtat^iiefe  ^0r 

Teraors,  w4.i??^X  Qf  rthi?  rgigl^.qiftgjrs,  ^^e 

taii;^t  .th^Qb  4ih§i  .4iw2^Xvtp  jth^  cDifciiper^  j|t 

the  J^,  th^  -M^ia^ft  policy.    'Xhe^  ;t)n||al  fci-^city 

of  i|heir.<)jwrh  iOQnqftero^^,  is  ,B§wj^'  Ptyed.  ^  thmt 

p^teft  :4re|id  ;  ;a^d  rtberfopfiriprttyierfiJlhe  JBritifli 

in  iii^r  rhaa c6«(v:il^€ed  >^^ir  f  jpriACibiv^J^  ^^^  i^*- 

iiMlce  ^mik  jthis  firtuih.  JU  ij^  :iiulefl;  guaiiamee  .of 

ttieir  niatiraal  ipeaiie.  and  profpotify.  .  Wlujb  /tile 

Engllfli  £a£  htdikXilomfqiinyj  are  poflef&d  of  their 

prefdDt  :grea;(nefs,  it  jb  in  rtheir  ^^iner  ^to  dlfl^e 

oyer  tibe.Eafl:  every  iblefl^ng  which  Jcuvs  from  the 

y^ifeft  and  mofi;  humane  policy.     Long  ereiihe 

Ewope^nis   jt^ived,  ia  iiwlnre   of   the  .crop    of 

xk^^th^  pdoicipal  foqdiof  Jndk/hadipi^^ 

vi(ft2tfi0ns  of  f famine  ioeer -the ipopuionis  ^plains,  of 

iSfH^g^^    ;i!Viul.fiai^er,.iii^        ^feveniyiiars  &nune 

*  Mohammed  Ali  Khati,  Na1)ob  of  the  Carnatic,  declared^ 
♦* ;liitt  the  Brrt^  wlth»tbat«fircedom  oT-  opeiiiirfs ^vviikh  f key 

".8^  of  fuch a  nation  of  prinQcs." 

ha 
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of  ancient  Egypt  to  the  prcfent  day^  was  there  a 
uatttral  feardty  in  any  oountry  which  ^  not 
emkh:  the  proprietors  of  the  granaries.    The  Mo- 
hammedan priiftjfe«  and  Moorilh  traders  have  ofteir 
added  alt  the  horrors  of  an  artificial  to  a  natural 
fanline.     But  howeter  fome  Portuguefe  6r  o^her 
governors  may  ftand  actufed,  much  was  left  for 
the^:  humanity  of  the  mo^e  exalted  pblicy  of  an 
Albuquerque  or  a  Caftror     And  under  fuch  Eu- 
fopfcui  gpvernoihs  as  thefe^  thi^  diftreffes  of  the  Eaft 
liatfe  oficii  been  alleviated  by  a  generofity  of  con- 
ijudyand  a  train  of  refources  formerly  unkAowii 
iii  Alia.      Abfurd  and  imprafticable  were  that 
&heme,  t^hich  .would  introduce  the  Britifii  Ijlws 
into  India,'  widwit  the  deepeft  regard  to  the  man- 
aiers  and  circumftances  peculiar  ^  the  'people.    But 
ihat  fpirit'  of  Kbierty  upon  which  they  are  founded^ 
andj  that'fetiirity  of  property,  which  is  their  lead* 
ing  principle,  miift,  in  time,  have  a  wide  and  ftu- 
|)endous  eflfaft.     The  abjefl:  fpirit  of  Afiaric  fub- 
miflbn  will  be  taught  to  fee,  and  to  claim  thofe 
rights  of  nature,  of  which  the  difpirited  and  paf- 
five  GentooS'/cbuld,  till  lately,  hirdly  form  an  idea. 
From  tlris^as  naturally  as  the  noon  fucceed^  the 
daWn,  mufl  the. other  blefBngs  of  civilization  arife. 
For  though  the  four  great  tribes  of  India  are  al- 
moft  inacceflible  to  the  introdudUon  of  other  man- 
ners and  of  other  literature  than  their  own,  hap- 
pily there  is  in  human  nature  a  propenfity  to  change. 

3  Nor 
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Nor  may  the  political  philofopher  be  deemed  an 
enthuliaft,  who  would  boldly  prophefy,  that  unlefs 
the  Britifli  be  driven  from  India,  the  general  fupe- 
riority  which  they  bear,  will,  ere  many  generations 
fliall  have  paffed,  induce  the  moft  intelligent  of 
India  to  break  the  ihacldes  of  their  abfurd  fuper- 
ftitions,  and  lead  them  to  partake  of  thofe  advan- 
tages which  arife  from  the  free  fcope  and  due  cul- 
tivation of  the  rational  powers.     In!  almoft:ev^ry 
inffcance^*  the  Indian  inftitutions  are  contrary  to 
the  feelings  and  wiihes  of  nature.     And  ignoraiice 
and   bigotry,   their  two  chief  pillars,  can  never 
fecure  unalterable  duration  t»  ^    We  have  .certain 
proof,  that  the  horrid  cuftom  of  burning  the  wives 
along  with  the  body  of  the  deceafed  hufband,  has 
continued  for  upwards  of  1500  years ;  we  are  alfo 
certain,  that  within  thefe  twenty  years  it  has  begun 
to  fell  into  difufe.     Together  with  the  alteration 
of  this  moft  ftriking  feature  of  Indian  manners, 
other   affimilations   to  European  fentiments  have 
already  taken  place  J.      Nor  can  the  obftinacy 

even 

♦  Every  man  muft  follow  his  -father's  trade,  and  muft  many  a 
daughter  of  the  fame  occupation.  Innumerable  arc  their  other 
barbarous  reftri6lion«  of  genius  and  inclioation.   . 

f  The  impoffibility  of  alteration  in  the  religion  of  the  Bra- 
mins,  is  an  aflfertion  againft  fads.  The  high  antiquity  and 
unadulterated  famenefs  of  their  reh'gion  are  impbfitioni  qn 
Europe.  Por  a  clear  demonftration  of  this,  fee  ihc  £nq[uiry» 
Ice.  at  th^  end  of  :thc  Vllth  Lufiai 

;f  Se^  the  above  Enquiry,  &c. 
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even  of  the  conceited  Chinefe  always  refift  the 
de/ire  of  imitating  the  Europeans,  a  people  whd  a 
uxth  and  in  anns  are  fo  greatly  fuperior  to  tkeoi* 
feives*  The  ufe  of  the  twenty-four  tetters,  by 
which  we  can  exprefs  every  language,  appetfed  at 
firft  M  miraculous  to  the  Chinefe.  Prejudice  cin* 
not  always  deprive  that  peopld,  who  are  not  d6« 
ficient  in  felfiih  cunning,  of  the  eafe  and  ezpedn 
ffon  of  an  alphabet ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  fbrdee,  iixdf 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  centuries,  foibe  alphabcf 
will  certainly  take  place  of  the  60^000  arbitrary 
marks,  which  now  render  the  cultivation  of  the 
Ohinefc  literature,  not  only  a  labour  of  the  utmoft 
difiicuityy  but  even  the  attaimnent  of  it,  impoffi- 
blc  beyond  a  very  limited  degrfce.  And  from  the 
introduAion  of  an  alphabet^  what  improvements 
may  riot  be  expe£led  from  the  laborious  induftry 
of  the  Chinefe  i  Though  moft  obftinately  attached 
to  their  old  cuftoms,  yet  there  is  a  tide  m  the 
manners  of  nations  which  is  fudden  and  rapid,  and 
which  aAs  with  a  kind  of  inftinftive  fury  again/t 
ancient  prejudice  and  abfurdity.  It  was  that  na- 
tion of  merchants,  the  Phoenicians,  which  diffuied 
the  uie  of  letters  through  the  ancient,  and  couu 
merce  will  undoubtedly  diffufe  the  fame  bleflings 
Arough  the  modem  world. 

To  this  view  of  the  political  happlnefs,  which  is 
ffire  to  be  introduced  in  proportion  to  ci^zation, 
let  the  divine  add,  M^'hat  knay  be  reafoaaUy  ex* 

pcfted. 
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pcidp4f  froin.  filch  opportunity  6£  ihfii  increafe  of 
reUgkm.  A  fadoryi  of  merchants^  i&deisd,  has  £el- 
dot^^  been  fouad  ta  be  the  fchool  of  piety/;  yet, 
when  the  general  jnanaers  of  a  people  become 
affiiXM^ated  t^t  thofe  af^  moiq  ratbnal  worihip, 
fiunething  moje  tbaA  evev  was  prodfuced  by  ap  ioiaitt 
iniffion,  or  the  ne^hbourhood  o^  an  infant  colony^ 
may  ttien  be  seaibnably  expe^iod,  and  even  foxetold. 

In  eftiins^u^  th^  ppJitical  happiQ^^  of  ^  peopk^ 
Bothi^  is  of  greajtej:  importance  tb^n  tkm  ca- 
pacity of,  ai»d  t^dewcy  to,  imprp:^iq^^f .  4§  a 
dead  lake,  tq  con^iiivie  Ottr  fwm^y  alhifto*,  wi^ 
femyain  in  (h^  £)iis^  finite  for  ag^:  af^  ^itgeg,  ip 
lifpuld  the  big^ny  ?q4  fiippi^tfeos  c^  tfeg.  fe^ 
continue  the  fem^,  B^^  ^  the  lake  fe  begun  to  bp 
Qpeiied  ifttQ  a  tfepufaod  rwi^let^^  wkQ  Hno\?$  oyex 
^h^t  i^nniitifibere^  ^14^  ba^eQ  before,  th^y  may 
diflFufe  the  bleffings  of  fertility,^  p^^  g^  dreary 
.>yy4^mefs  i^tp  a  ^a^d  qf  fopiety  an4  jpy? 

Jn  coi^trafl:  to  this,  let  the  Golden  Coaft  and 
p^l^er  immenfe  regions  of  Africa  be  contemjplated : 

A^  behoM;  al^  what  ^ere4  view!  '     , 

tier  lands  uncultured,  anjdi  her  (ons  untrue  f 
Ungraced  with  all  that  fweetens  human  life. 
Savage  and  fierce  they  roam  in  brutal  ftrife ; 
'fyg$r  thfij  gnfy  the  gifts  which  culture  yiel4^      x 

Yet  naked  rp^m  jhcir  own  negle^ed  fiejds 

Unnumbered  tribes  as  beflial  grazers  ftray, 
:.c^y  Jaws  unform'd,  unformed  by  Reafon's  fwsiy. 
't'l . :  .''F»r  inY9]^^e|i*  i^e  n\q»r9^  ifcnl  ^aks, 
.  J  ii::  •  5^fi^  <>"  %  ?^^¥  Htt-^c  palp  f^ine  w?ub* 

1  ^         '"  '  ^  LVSIAD  X. 

b4  Let 
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Let  us  view  what  millioiis  of  thefe  vaibappj  b^ 
v^es  are  dragged  from  thdr  nadve  fields,  and  cut 
oflF  for  ever  from  all  the  hopes  and  all  rtl^  rights 
to  which  human  birth  entitled  them;  and  who 
would  hefitate  to  pronounce  that  n^o  the  great* 
eft  of  patriots,  who,  by  teaching  his  countrymen 
the  arts  of  fodety,  ihould  teach  them  to  defend 
themfelves  in  the  pofleffion  of  then-  fields,  their 
£unilies,  and  their  own perfonal  liberties? 

Evident  however  as  it  is,  that  the  voyages  of 
Gama  and  Columbus  have  already  carried  a 
fuperior  degree  of  happinefs,  and  the  promife 
of  infinitely  more,  to  the  Eaftem  and  Weftem 
Workls;  yet  the  advantages  derived  from  the  dif- 
covery  of  th^fe  regions  to  Europe  may  perhaps  be 
denied.  But  let  us  view  what  Europe  was,  ere  the 
genius  of  Don  Henry  gave  birth  to  the  fpirit  of 
modem  difcovery. 

Several  ages  before  this  period  the  feudal  fyftem 
had  degenerated  into  the  mod  abfolute  tyranny. 
The  barons  exercifed  the  moft  defpotic  authority 
over  their  vaflals,  juid  every  fcheme  of  public  uti- 
lity was  rendered  impraflicable  by  their  continual 
petty  wars  with  each  other ;  and  to  which  they  led 
their  dependents  as  dogs  to  the  chace.  Unable  to 
read,  or  to  write  his  own  name,  the  chieftain  was 
entirely  ppflefied  by  the  moft  romantic  opinion  of 
military  glory,  and  the  fong  of  his  domeftic  minftrel 
^onftiti^ted  lus  higheft  idea  of  fame.     The  clai&cs 
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flept  on  the  flielves  of  the  monafteries,  their  dark, 
but  happy  afylum;  while  the  life  of  the  monks  re« 
fembled  that  of  the  fattened  beeves  which  loaded 
their  tables. .  Real  abilities  were  indeed  poflefied 
by  a  Duns  Scotus,  and  a  few  others ;  but  thefe 
were  loft  in  the  moft  trifling  fubtleties  of  a  fophiftry, 
which  they  dignified  with  the  name  of  cafuifUcal 
divinity.  Whether  Adam  and  Eve  were  created 
with  navels,  and  how  many  thoufand  angels  might 
at  the  fame  inftant  dance  upon  the  point  of  the 
fineft  needle  without  joftling  one  another,  were  two 
of  the  feveral  topics  of.  like  importance  which  ex- 
cited the  acumen  and  engaged  the  controverfies  of 
the  learned.  While  every  branch  of  philofophi- 
cal,  of  rational  inveftigation,  was  thus  unpurfued 
and  unknown,  commerce,  incompatible  in  itfelf 
with  the  feodal  fyftem,  was  equally  negleded  and 
unimproved.  Where  the  mind  is  enlarged  and 
enlightened  by  learning,  plans  of  commerce  will 
rife  into  aftionj  and  thefe,  in  return,  will,  from 
every  part  of  the  world,  bring  new  acquirements  to 
philofopby  and  fcience.  The  birth  of  learning 
and  commerce  may  be  different,  but  their  growth 
is  mutual  and  dependent  upon  each  other.  They 
not  only  afHft  each  other,  but  the  fame  enlarge- 
ment of  mind  which  is  neceflary  for  perfedion  in 
the  one,  is  alfo  neceflary  for  perfection  in  the  other; 
and  the  fame  caufes  in^ede,  and  are  alike  deftruc- 
tive  of  both.     The  intercourse  of  mankind  is 

the 
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tte  pa?^eMt  of  cAcBu    According  to  the  ooafinem^ 
Q(  e^<^t.  <^  htc^C0tt]fie>  baibariiyi  or  didtizatbn 
ft opoltJQsmbiy  pKYaiI%    In  the  dark  nMmkifii  ag€s, 
lh$  intefcourfe  q{  tl^  le^rctod  iya&  as  much  impwtgd 
andcofiimed  as  dbat  of  t^Q  mei^cbaat.    A  fewim- 
wdUy  xtSd&  coaiteacl  tbe  fiiores  of  Europe;  and 
mendicant  friars  and  ignorant  pilgiims  carried  a 
miferablc  account  of  what  was  paffing  in  tb^  world 
from  monaftery  to  moAaftcvy.     What  dodor  had 
laft  difputed  on  the  Peripatetic  philofophy  ai  feme 
umverfity^  of  what  new  herefy  had  laft  appeared, 
not  only  comprifed  the  wh<Je  of  th«^  Kterary  m- 
telHgcnce,  but  was  delivered  with  little  accuracy, 
sffid  reedwd  with  as  little  attention.      Wh2e  this 
thick  cloud  of    nieniy  daiknefs  overl^read  the 
Weftem  World,  was  Don  Henry  prmce  of  Portu^l 
bom,  bom  to  let  mankind  free  from  the  feodal 
fyftem,  and  to  give  to  the  whole  world  every  ad- 
vantage,  every  light  that  may  poffibly  be  diflFufed  by 
the  intcrcourfe  of  unlimited  commerce: 

For  then  from  andeat  gloom  emerg'd  * 
Tke  rifing  wodd  of  Trade>  th«  Ocniuai  %hei|t 
Of  KavigsiUoPy  tl»t  ia  kopel^s  flqitk 
Had  fliHnber'd  on  the  vp^ft  AtbMdti?  dceji 
For  idle  ages,  ftartm^,  heard  at  laft 
The  LiBfitankiB  Priace,  ivho^  heaven-infpir*d 
.    T9  h^  of  ufeful  gfery  rpu#'d  naokincU 
,  ,  Aod in  i^QUA4f4  QpQMiE^rc^  mUt  ^c  ^'t^'^M*      Tuosj. 

In  contraS:  to  the  mdwd;iQly  view  of  human 
nqltoni,  funk  in  barbarifm  and  benighted  mth  ig- 
norance. 
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iK>rancey  let  the  preient  ftate  of  Europe  be  inqpar- 
doUy  eftimaledr  Yet  though  the  great  iocreaf^  of 
opulence  aad  leamiug  caimot  be  denied,  there  are 
fome  who  afiert^  that  virtue  and  happinefs  have  a$ 
greatlj  declined^  And  the  inunenfe  orverflow  of 
riches,  from  the  Eaft  in  particular,  has. been  pro- 
nounced big  with  deflruiftion  to  the  Britifh  empire. 
Every  thing  human^  it  is  true,  has  its  dark  as  well 
as  its  bright  fide;  but  let  thefe  popular  complaints 
be  examined^  and  it  will  be  found,  that  modern 
Europe^  and  the  Britifli  empire  in  a  very  particular 
maimer,  have  received  the  greateft  and  moft  folid 
advantages  from  the  modern  enlarged  fyftem  of 
commerce*  The  magic  of  the  old  romances^ 
which  could  make  the  moil  withered,  deformed 
hag,  appear  as  the  moft  beautiful  virgin,  is  every 
day  verified  in  popular  declamation.  Ancient  days 
are  there  painted  in  the  moft  amiable  fimplicity^  and 
the  modern  in  the  mod  odious  colours.  Yet  what 
man  of  fortune  in  England  now  lives  in  that  ftu« 
pendous  grofs  luxury,  which  every  day  was  exhi^ 
bited  in  the  Gothic  caftle^  of  the  old  chieftains ! 
Four  or  five  hundred  knights  and  fquires  in  the 
domeftic  retinue  of  a  warlike  earl  was  not  uncom- 
iB<>n»  nor  wa9  the  raifHp  of  embroidery  inferior  tq 
che  profiife  wafte  ot  their  tables;  in  both  in(lance$ 
Uno^UftUed  by  dll  the  isuid  cxce0es  of  the  prefeat 

^^ 
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While  the  baron  thus  lived  in  all  the  ivild  glare 
of  Gothic  luxury,  agriculture  was  almoft  totally 
negled:ed,    and   his  meaner  vafials  fared  harder, 
infinitely  lefs  comfortably,  than  the  meaneft  in- 
duftrious  labourers  of  England  doiiow.     Where 
the    lands    are    uncultivated,    the   {^leafants,    ill- 
clothed,  ill-lodged,  and    poorly  fed,  pafs  their 
miferable  days  in  floth  and  filth,  totally  ignorant 
of  every  advantage,  of  every  comfort  which  na- 
ture lays  at  their  feet.     He  who  paffes  from  the 
trading  towns  and  cultured  fields  of  England,  to 
thofe-remote  villages  of  Scotland  or  Irdand,  which 
claim  this  defcription,  is  aftonifhed  at  the  compara- 
tive wretchednefs  of  their  deftitute  inhabitants  j  but 
few  confider,  that  thefe  villages  only  exhibit  a  view 
of  what  Europe  was,  ere  the  fpirit  of  commerce 
diffufed  the  bleffings  which  naturally  flow  from  her 
improveigents.      In  the  Hebrides  the  failure  of  a 
harveft  almoft  depopulates  an  ifland.  Having  little  or 
no  traffic  to  purchafe  grain,  numbers  of  the  young 
and  hale  betake  themfelves  to  the  continent  in  queft 
of  employment  and  food,  leaving  a  few,  lefs  ad- 
venturous, behind,  to  beget  a  new  race,  the  heirs  of 
the  fame  fortune.     Yet,  from  the  fame  caufc,  from 
the  want  of  traffic,  the  kingdom  of  England  has 
often  felt  more  dreadful  eflfeds  than  thefe.     Even  in 
the  days  when  her  Henries  and  Edwards  plumed 
themfelves    with   the    trophies  of   France,    how 
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^•ften  has  £umne  ipread  all  her  honors  qver 
city  /and  village  f  Our  modem  hiftorie^  negleft 
this  :  charaSberiftical  feature  of  ancient  day^; 
but  the  rude  chronicles  of  theib  ages  inform  us 
that  three  or  .four  times,  in  almofl  every  reign  of 
continuance,  \t^s  England  thus  viiited.  The  fail- 
ure of  <me  crop  was  then  feverely  fek,  and  two 
bad  harvelts;  together  were  almofl  infupportable. 
JBut  commerce  has  now  opened  another  fcene,  has 
•armed  government  with  the  happieft  power  that 
•can  be  exerted  by  the  rulers  of  a  nation  j  the 
power  to  prevent  every  *  extremity  which  may 
poflibly  arife  from  bad  harvefts;  extremities,  which, 
in  former  ages,  were  efteemed-  more  dreadful  vifi- 
tations  of  the  wrath  of  heaven,  than  the  peftilence 
itfelf.  Yet  modem  London  is  not  fo  certainly  de- 
fended againft  the  latter,  its  antient  vifitor  in 
almofl  every  reign,  as  the  copimonwealth  by  the 
means  of  commerce,  under  a  juft  and  humane 
government,  is  fecured  againft  the  ravages  of  the 
former.  If,  from  thefe  great  outlines  of  the  happi- 
ndk  enjoyed  by  a  commercial  over  an  uncommercial 
nation,  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  manners,  the  advan- 
tages will  be  found  no  lefs  in  favour  of  the  civilifed. 

^  Whoever 

♦  Extremity^  for  it  were  both  highly  unjuft  and  Impolitic  in 
^vernment  to  allow  importation  in  fuch:  a  degree  as  might  l>e 
deftru6Uve  of  domeftic  agriculture,  even  when  there  is  a  real 
failure  of  the  harveft 
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Whoever  is  inclined  to  declaim  twi  tfec  vices  cf 
tiie|>refent  age,  let  )um  read,  and  be  convinced,  that 
the  ^Gothic  ages  were  lefe  wtuoHS.  ff  the  ^irit  of 
tdkituky  -prevented  effeminacy,  it  was  thefofter  fatfher 
of  a&rodty  cf  masmers  now  happily  unknown.  Ra- 
^adity,  avarice,  and'dSeminacy,are'the  ibices  afa^Ibed 
<?a  the  iacrearfe  (of  commerce ;  and  lii  feme  degree, 
itimiift  ibe  loomfeffed,  they  foUow4ier  flq>s*  Tet  m- 
fiwtdy  tnore  ds^eadfol,  as-every  palatinate  m  Europe 
tiftcnifek,  were  die  efefts  of  the  »two  firft  under 
(the  fecdal  iords,  :than  pctflibly  can  be  eKperienced 
tmder  .any  rfyftem  of  trade.  The^ni^s  and  vices 
jrf  rhuman  nature  ^re  ^he  fame  in  every  age :  they 
only  receive^iffef  ent  4nodificfltions,  and  fie  iiormant 
firiaiffi-ravakiediittto  aiftion  under  different  circum- 
Aandss.  SSie  feodd  lord  hadjtiffimtely  more  rn 
iiis  power  to  be  capacious  than  ^the  .merchant, 
j^nd  whatever  avarice  may  attend  the  ^trader,  his 
antBrtrourFe  with  the  -wft  of  mankind  lifts  him 
igitatly  above  that  :bnitiih  ferocity  which  aftuates 
.the  lav«^ge,(often  ttbe  ruftic,  and  in  general  charac- 
rterifes  the»>gnorant  part  of  iraankind.  The  abdi- 
J^&a  of  the  dkodal  iyflem,  a  :fyftem  6f  abfohite 
flavery,  and  thatrequality  of  liiaijJdnd  which  affords 
•the  .proteftion  of  property,  and  every  other  incite- 
ment  to  induftry,.are  the  glorious.^ifts  which  the 
^^>irit  .of  .GOBimeroe,  ^called  forth  by  prince  Henry 
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tlm^m^  Sfi^liii^  tip^tti  tbe  St^fh  empire  %a 
fivtfdulaik'.  ft:  'tftt;  ^ce  ^  ^^ttiinac^  deme,  pa^ 
iiapk,  dd^  wcyckceei  otar :ukxStott^  jet  cff^en  4u9m 
mti haveinfinitefy liie  advantage  misr  tbenu  Tte 
bntfldh^ens>cityibf  ifovmer  4^0$  is  Jic^  Jdft,  oni)^ 
gcadtal  indiuiiisUantsaufed.  The  -fra^e  traetft  k 
tiie  initirel  fidd/bf  vev^si^  ;  -^'vict^  €fi  tSA  otb^^ 
iflgiPEtiliide  ^exoepted^  ^peculisly^ftanipcd  <widi  ^ite 
iA^ahik^  Tbf.fheiL  fiat  the  jmsntiaii  of  thk  'was 
|;e&ived  -for  dlCTiihamfker  of  rthe  £L¥ages  of  Europe, 
.^he.  tfim^e  tbf  ievfiijrcoan^  rb  ki^iiaEcable  vAau 
agmdj^tmMSf^  t&fi^e  bs&lX6  toesufure. 

Whth  <aA  lAni^mosxi  hMza  ^k  mwdetad^  Us  Idfi^ 
dfcd^ilrfiie  the  >mvRrdexiKF,  ml  X^oa  ^  Mood  ^^bas 
atoned 'for  tbiobd,  the  wilds  3C(f  Axamxai  iicst  ths 
hti^e  iporties  rjbin  bx  ^dieir  Hiiuud  latnmitatk^rtd 
4:{>v:^rdie  d^iad:;  ttud  %  an  obtmon  df  mc^icey  the 
wutdeved  Old  'ih^  aumkrer  atie  buried  tojgeAer. 
Batthe  tiieatoe  9f  f^vc^ge,  never  to  be^I,  ^^vos 
kftifar  the  ideiai4im%d$  df  'tltfrope.  Hie vaOak 
^f  4i^  ifeodfid  4ord  Centered  hito  his  quarrels  wiih 
^  ttft^  Itei^torabte  fi^6.  Juft  br  u»jd(t  was  ir) 
-cdnfiltenttioii  0f  &daris.  It  ivas'&'&mily  feud ;  ^o 
£tribsr  entity  was  made;  itiid  -from  age  to  age 
dierparw^  who  n^evi^  hgor^ea^h  other,  breathed 
Nothing  but  mutual  ^rancour^ad  revenge.     And 
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f  Qions,  fuitable  to  this  horrid  fpirit,  every  where 
confeffed  its;  virulent  influence.;  ,Such  were,  the 
late  days  of  Europe,  admired  by  the  i^^a&t  for 
the  innocence  of  manners.  ^  R^fi^tment  of  injury 
indeed  is  natural;  and  there  is.a  diqgree  whidi  is 
lioneft^  and  though,  warm,  far  from  inhuman.  But 
if  it  is  the  hard  taik  of  humanifed  virtue  to  preferve 
the  feeling  of  an  injury  unmixt  with  the  flightefl:  cri* 
miluU  wifh  of  revenge^  how  impoflible  is  it  for  the 
iavage  to  attain  the  dignity  of  Jbrgivenpfs,  the  great- 
eft  ornament  of  humaa nature!  As  in  individuals, 
a  virtue  will  rife  into  a  vice,  generolity  into  blind 
profiifion,.  and  even  mercy  into  criminal  lenity,  ia 
civilifed  manners  wiU;  lead  the  opulent  into  effeminacy. 
But  let  it  be  confidered,  this  confequence  is  by  no 
means  the  certain  refult  of  civilization.  Civilization^ 
on  the  contrary,  provides  the  moft  effedual  pre- 
ventive of  this  evil.  Where  claflical  literature  prevails, 
the  manly  fpirit  which  it  breathes  muft  be  diffufed. 
Whenever  frivoloufnefs  predominates,  when  refine- 
ment degenerates  into  whatever  enervates  the  mind, 
literary  ignorance  is  fure  to  complete  the.effeminate 
charafter.  A  mediocrity  of  virtues  and.  of  talents 
is  the  lot  of  the  great  majority  of  mankind;  and 
even  this  mediocrity,  if  cultivated  by  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, will  infallibly  fecure  its  poffeffor  againil 
thofeexceffes  of  effeminacy  which  are  really  culpa- 
ble.   Xo  be  of  plain  manners.it  is  not  neceffary  to 

be 


mTRODUCTlON;  xicxiii 

be  a  clown,  or  to  wear  coarfe  cloaths;  nor  is  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  lie  on  the  ground  and  feed  like  the  favage, 
to  be  truly  manly.  The  beggar  who,  behind  the 
hedge,  divides  his  offals  with  his  dog,  has  often 
more  of  the  real  fenfualift  than  he  who  dines  at  an 
elegant  table.  Nor  need  we  hefitate  to  affert,  that 
he  who,  uhable  to  preferve  a  manly  elegance  of 
manners,  degenerates  into  the  petit  maitre,  would 
have  been,  in  any  age  or  condition,  equally  infig- 
nificant  and  worthlefs.  Some,  when  they  talk 
of  the  debauchery  of  the  prefent  age,  feem  to 
think  that  the  former  were  all  innocence.  But  this 
Is  ignorance  of  human  nature.  The  debauchery  of 
a  barbarous  age  is  grofs  and  brutal;  that  of  a  gloomy 
fuperftitious  one,  fecret,  exceffive,  and  murderous; 
that  of  a  more  polifhed  one,  not  to  make  an  apo- 
logy, much  happier  for  the  fair  fex*,  and  cer- 
tainly in  no  circumftance  fo  big  with  political  un- 
happinefs.      If  one  difeafe  has  been  imported  from 

Spanifli 

*  Even  that  warm  admirer  of  favage  happinefs,  the  author  of 
the  H'lflolre  Philofophique  &  Politique  des  Etahlt/femensy  &c.  con- 
fefles,  that  the  wild  Americans  feem  deftitute  of  the  feeling  of 
love — "  In  a  little  while,  fays  he,  when  the  heat  of  paflion  is 
**  gratified,  they  lofe  all  afFeftion  and  attachment  for  their  wo- 
**  men,  whom  they  degrade  to  the  moft  fervile  ofiBces." — A 
tender  remembrance  of  the  fir  ft  endearments,  a  generous  parti- 
cipation of  care  and  hope,  the  compafllonate  fentiments  of  ho- 
nour, all  thofe  delicate  feelings,  which  arife  into  affedlion  and 
bind  attachment,  are  indeed  incompatible  with  the  ferocious  and 
grofs  fenfations  of  the  barbarian  of  any  country. 
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Spanifli  America,  the  mod  valuable  medicines  have 
likewife  been  brought  from  thefe  regions ;  and  dif- 
tempers,  which  were  thought  invincible  by  our 
forefathers,  are  now  cured.  If  the  luxuries  of  the 
Indies  uflier  difeafe  to  our  tables,  the  confequence  is 
not  unknown;  the  wife  and  the  temperate  receive 
no  injury;  and  intemperance  has  been  the  deftroy- 
er  of  mankind  in  every  age.  The  opulence  of 
ancient  Rome  produced  a  luxury  of  manners  which 
proved  fatal  to  that  mighty  empire.  But  the  effe- 
minate fenfualifts  of  thofe  ages  were  men  of  no 
intelleftual  cultivation.  The  enlarged  ideas,  the 
generous  and  manly  feelings  infpired  by  liberal 
ftudy,  were  utterly  unknown  to  them.  Unformed 
by  that  wifdom  which  arifes  from  fcience  and  true 
philofophy,  they  were  grofs  barbarians,  dreffed  in 
the  mere  outward  tinfel  of  civilization  *•  Where 
the  enthufiafm  of  military  honour  charafterifes 
the  rank  of  gentlemen,  that  nation  will  rife  into 
empire.  But  no  fooner  does  conqueft  give  a 
continued  fecurity,  than  the  mere  foldier  degene- 
rates ;  and  the  old  veterans  are  foon  fucceeded  by 
a  new  generation,  illiterate  as  their  fathers,  but  def- 

titute 

*  The  degeneracy  of  the  Roman  literature  preceded  the  fate 
of  that  empire,  and  the  reafon  is  obvious.  The  men  of  fortune 
grew  frivolous,  and  fuperficial  in  every  branch  of  knowledge, 
and  were  therefore  unable  to  hold  the  reins  of  empire.  The 
degeneracy  of  literary  tafte  is,  therefore,  the  fureft  proof  of  the 
general  declenfion. 
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titute  of  their  virtues  and  experience.  PoHte  lite- 
rature  not  only  humanifes  the  heart,  but  alfo  wqn- 
4er&Ily  ftrengthens  and  enlarges  the  mind.  Mo^ 
ral  and  political  philofophy  are  its  peculiw  pro- 
vinces, and  are  never  happily  cultivated  without  its 
afliftance.  But  where  ignorance  charajfterifes  the 
body  of  the  nobility,  the  moll  infipid  diffipation, 
and  the  very  idleneft  ^ud  effeminacy  pf  luxury,  are 
fiire  to  follow.  Titles  afid  fomily  are  then  the  only 
merit;  and  the  fpw  men  of  bufmefe  who  furround 
the  throne,  have  it  then  in  their  power  to  aggran- 
dife  themfelves  by  rivetting  the  chains  of  flavery. 
A  ftately  grandeur  is  preferved,  but  it  is  only  out- 
ward; all  is  decayed  within,  and  on  the  firfl  dorm 
the  weak  fabric  falls  to  the  duft.  Thus  rofe  and 
thus  fell  the  empire  of  Rome,  and  the  much  wider 
one  of  Portugal.  Though  the  increafe  of  wealth 
did  indeed  contribute  to  that  corruption  of  manners 
which  unnerved  thePortuguefe,  certain  it  is,  the  wif- 
'  dom  of  legiflature  might  have  prevented  every  evil 
which  Spain  and  Portugal  have  experienced  from 
their  acquifitions  in  the  two  Indies.  Every  evil 
which  they  have  fufFered  from  their  acquirements 
arofe,  as  (hall  be  hereafter  demonftrated,  from  their 
general  ignorance,  an  ignorance  which  rendered 
them  unable  to  inveftigate  or  apprehend,  even  the 
firft  principles  of  civil  and  commercial  philofophy. 
And  what  other  than  the  total  eclipfe  of  their 
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glory  could  be  expefted  from  a  nobility,  rude  and 
unlettered  as  thofe  of  Portugal  are  defcribed  by  the 
author  of  the  Lufiad,  a  court  and  nobility,  who 
fealed  the  truth  of  all  his  complaints  againft  them, 
by  fuffering  that  great  man,  the  light  of  their  age, 
to  die  in  an  alms-houfe!  What  but  the  fall  of 
their  ftate  could  be  expefted  from  barbarians  like 
thefe!  Nor  can  the  annals  of  mankind  produce 
one  inftance  of  the  fell  of  empire,  where  the 
charafter  of  the  grandees  was  other  than  that  af- 
cribed  to  his  countrymeii  by  Camoens. 


THE 
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jNo  Icffon  can  be  of  greater  national  importance  than 
the  hiftory  of  the  rife  and  the  fall  of  a  commercial  empire. 
The  view  of  what  advantages  were  acquired,  and  of  what 
might  have  been  ftill  added ;  the  means  by  which  fuch 
empire  might  have  been  continued^  and  the  errors  by  which 
it  was  lofl:^  are  as  particularly  confpicuous  in  the  naval 
and  commercial  hiftory  of  Portugal,  as  if  Providence  had 
intended  to  give  a  lafting  example  to  mankind  ;  a  chart, 
where  the  courfe  of  the  fafe  voyage  is  pointed  out  i  and 
where  the  (helves  and  rocks,  and  the  feafons  of  tempeft^ 
are  difcovered,  and  foretold. 
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The  hiftory  of  Portugal,  as  a  naval  and  commercial 
power,  begins  with  the  enterprizes  of  Prince  Henry.  But 
as  the  improvements  introduced  by  this  great  man,  and 
the  completion  of  his  defigns  are  intimately  conneSed 
with  the  political  ftate  of  his  age  and  country,  a  concife 
view  of  the  progrefs  of  the  power,  and  of  the  charafter  of 
that  kingdom,  will  be  neceflary  to  elucidate  the  hiftory  of 
the  revival  of  commerce,  and  the  fubjefl;  of  the  Lufiad. 

During  the  centuries,  when  the  effeminated  Roman 
provinces  of  Europe  were  defolated  by  the  irruptions  of 
northern  or  Scythian  barbarians,  the  Saracens,  originally 
of  the  fame  race,  a  wandering  banditti  of  Afiatic  Scythia, 
fpread  the  fame  horrors  of  brutal  conqueft  over  the  fined 
countries  of  the  eaftern  world.  The  northern  conquerors 
of  the  finer  provinces'"  of  Europe  embraced  the  Chriftian 
religion  as  profefled  by  the  monks,  and,  contented  with 
the  luxuries  of  their  new  fettlements,  their  military  fpirit 
foon  declined.  Their  ancient  brothers,  the  Saracens,  on 
the  other  hand,  having  embraced  the  religion  of  Moham- 
med, their  rage  of  war  received  every  addition  Which  may 
poffibly  be  infpired  by  religious  cnthufiafm.  Not  only 
the  fpoils  of  the  vanquifhed,  but  their  beloved  Paradife  it- 
felf,  were  to  be  obtained  by  their  fabres,  by  extending  the 
faith  of  their  prophet  by  force  of  arms  and  ufurpation  of 
dominion.  Strengthened  and  infpired  by  a  commiflSon 
v/hich  they  efteemed  divine,  the  rapidity  of  their  conquefts 
far  exceeded  thofe  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals.  A  great 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  country  which  they 
fubdued,  embraced  their  religion,  imbibed  their  principles, 
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united  in  their  views ;  and  the  profefibrs  of  Mohammed- 
ifm  became  the  mod  formidable  combination  that  ever 
was  leagued  together  againft  the  reft  of  mankind.  Morocco 
and  the  adjacent  countries,  at  this  time  amazingly  popu- 
lous,  had  now  received  the  dodirines  of  the  Koran,  and 
incorporated  with  the  Saracens.     And  the  infidel  arms 
fpread  daughter  and  defolation  from  the  fouth  of  Spain  to 
Italy  and  the  iflands  of  the  Mediterranean.     All  the  rapine 
and  carnage  committed  by  the^  Gothic  conquerors  were 
now  amply  returned  on  their  lefs  warlike  pofterity.     In 
Spain,  and  the  province  now  called  Portugal,  the  Mo- 
hammedans ere£led  powerful  kingdoms,  and  their  luft  of 
conqueft  threatened  deftru£tion  to  every  Chriftian  power. 
But  a  romantic  military  fpirit  revived  in  Europe,  under 
the  aufpices  of  Charlemagne.    Several  religious  military 
orders  were  eftabliihed.     Celibacy,  the  ftudy  of  religion, 
and  the  exercife  of  arms,  were  the  conditions  of  their  yow, 
and  the  defence  of  their  country  and  of  the  faith,  their 
ambition  and  fole  purpofe.     He  who'  fell  in  battle  was 
honoured  and  envied  as  a  martyr.     And  moft  wonderful 
viftories  crowned  the  ardor  of  thefe  religious  warriors. 
The  Mohammedans,  during  the  reign  of  Charlemagne, 
made  a  moft  formidable  irruption  into  Europe,  and  France 
in  particular  felt  the  weight  of  their  fury  •,  but  the  honour 
which  was  paid  to  the  knights  who  wore  the  badge  of 
the  crofs,  drew  the  adventurous  youth  of  every  Chriftian 
power  to  the  ftandards  of  that  political  monarch,  and  in 
fafl;   (a  circumftance  however   neglefted  by  hiftorians) 
gave  birth  to  the  Crufades,  the  beginning  of  which,  in  pro- 
priety, ought  to  be  dated  from  his  reign.    Few  indeed  are 
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the  hiftorians  of  this  age,  but  enough  remain  to  prove  that 
though  the  writers  of  the  old  romance  have  greatly  dif- 
guifed  it,  though  they  have  given  full  room  to  the  wildeft 
flights  of  imagination,  and  have  added  the  inexhauRible 
machinery  of  magic  to  the  adventures  of  their  heroes,  yet 
the  origin  of  their  fiftions  was  founded  on  hiftorical 
fa£^s  *•  And,  however  this  period  may  thus  refemble  the 
fabulous  ages  of  Greece,  certain  it  is,  that  an  Orlando,  a 
Rinatdo,  a  Rugero,  and  other  celebrated  names  in  ro- 
mance, acquired  great  honour  in  the  wars  which  were 
waged  againft  the  Saracens,  the  invaders  of  Europe.  In 
thefe  romantic  wars,  by  which  the  power  of  the  Moham- 
medans was  checked,  feveral  centuries  elapfed,  when 
Alonzo,  king  of  Caftile,  apprehenfive  that  the  whole  force 
of  the  Mohammedans  of  Spain  and  Morocco  was  ready  to 
fall  upon  him,  prudently  imitated  the  conduft  of  Charle- 
magne. He  availed  himfelf  of  the  fpirit  of  chivalry,  and 
demanded  leave  of  Philip  I*  of  France,  and  of  other 
princes,  that  volunteers  from  their  dominions  might  be  al- 
lowed to  didinguifh  themfelves  under  his  banners  againft 
the  infidels.  His  defire  was  no  fooner  known,  than  a 
brave  romantic  army  thronged  to  his  ftandards,  and  Alonzo 
was  victorious.  Honours  and  endowments  were  liberally 
diftributed  among  the  champions^  and  to  one  of  the  braved 

of 


♦  Aiiolto,  who  adopted  the  legends  of  the  old  romance,  chufed  this  period 
for  the  fubjeft  of  his  ()rlando  Furiofo.  Paris  befiegcd  by  the  Saracens, 
Orlando  and  the  other  Chriilian  knights  affemble  in  aid  of  Charlemagne, 
who  are  oppofed  in  their  amours  and  in  battle  by  Rodomont,  Ferraw,  and 
other  infidel  knights.  That  there  was  a  noted  MooriHi  Spaniard,  named 
Ferraw,  a  redoubted  champion  of  that  age,  we  have  the  teftimony  of  Marcus 
Aotopiua  babtUicus,  a  writer  of  note  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
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of  them,  to  Henry  *,  a  younger  fon  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, he  gave  his  daughter  Terefa  in  marriage,  with  the 
fovereignty  of  the  countries  fouth  of  Galicia  in  dowry, 
commiffioning  him  to  extend  his  dominions  by  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  Moors.  Henry,  who  reigned  by  the  title  of 
count,  improved  every  advantage  which  oflFered.  The 
two  rich  provinces  of  JEntro  Minho  e  Douro^  and  Tra  los 
Monies^  yielded  to  his  arms  5  great  part  of  Beira  was  alfo 
fubdued  5  and  the  Moorifli  king  of  Lamego  became  his 
tributary.  Many  thoufands  of  Chriftians,  who  had  lived 
in  miferable  fubjeftion  to  the  Moors,  or  in  defolate  inde- 
pendency on  the  mountains,  took  fhelter  under  the  gene- 
rous proteftion  of  count  Henry.  Great  numbers  alfo  of 
the  Moors  changed  their  religion,  and  chufed  rather  to 
continue  in  the  land  where  they  were  born,  under  a  mild 
government,  than  be  cxpofed  to  the  feverities  and  injuftice 
of  their  native  governors.  And  thus,  on  one  of  the  mod 
f  beautiful  and  fertile  fpots  of  the  world,  and  in  the  fined 
climate,  in  confequence  of  a  crufade  %  againft  the  Mo- 
hammedans, was  eftabliflied  the  fovereignty  of  Portugal, 
a  fovereignty  which  in  time  fpread  its  influence  over  the 
world,  and  gave  a  new  face  to  the  manners  of  nations. 

Count  Henry,  after  a  fuccefsful  reign,  was  fucceeded 
by  his  infant  fon  Don  Alonzo-Henry,  who  having  fur- 
mounted  feveral  dangers  which  threatened  his  youth  §, 

became 

•  Sec  the  notes  on  pages  93  and  94.  vol.  i. 

•J-  Small  indeed  in  extent,  but  fo  rich  in  fertility,  that  it  was  called 
Medulla  Hifpanica,  the  marrozv  of  Spain,     Vid.  Refandii  Antiq.  Lufit.  I.  iii. 

X  In  propriety  moft  certainly  a  crufade,  though  that  term  has  never 
before  been  applied  to  this  war. 

5  Sec  the  note  on  pge  96.  vol.  i. 
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became  the  firft  of  the  Portugucfc  kings.  In  1139  the 
Moors  of  Spain  and  Barbary  united  their  forces  to  recover 
the  dominions  from  which  they  had  been  driven  by  the 
Chriftians.  According  to  the  lowed  accounts  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  writers,  the  army  of  the  Moors  amounted  to 
400,000 ;  nor  is  this  number  incredible,  •  when  we  conC- 
der  what  great  armies  they  at  other  times  brought  to  the 
field  J  and  that  at  this  time  they  came  to  take  pofleflion 
of  the  lands  which  they  expedited  to  conquer.  Don  Alon- 
20,  however,  with  a  very  fmall  army,  gave  them  battle 
on  the  plains  of  Ourique,  and  after  a  ftruggle  of  fix 
hours,  obtained  a  moft  glorious  and  compleat  *  viftory, 
and  which  was  crowned  with  an  event  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance. On  the  field  of  battle  Don  Alonzo  was  pro- 
claimed king  of  Portugal  by  his  viftorious  foldiers,  and 
he  in  return  conferred  the  rank  of  nobility  on  the  whole 
army.  But  the  conftitution  of  the  monarchy  was  not  fet- 
tled, nor  was  Alonzo  inverted  with  the  regalia  till  fix 
years  after  this  memorable  day.  The  government  the 
Fortuguefe  had  experienced  under  the  Spaniards  and 
Moors,  and  the  advantages  which  they  faw  were  derived 
from  their  own  valour,  had  taught  them  a  love  of  liberty, 
which  was  not  to  be  complimented  away  in  the  joy  of 
viftory,  or  by  the  fliouts  of  tumult.  Alonzo  himfelf  un- 
derftood  their  fpirit  too  well  to  venture  the  lead  attempt 
to  make  himfelf  a  defpotic  monarch  5  nor  did  he  difcover 
the  lead  inclination  to  deftroy  that  bold  confcioufnefs  of 
freedom  which  had  enabled  his  army  t9  conquer,  and  to 

elea 

*  For  an  account  of  this  battle,  and  the  coronation  of  the  firft  king  of 
Portugal,  fee  tlic  note,  p.  105.  vol.  i. 
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eleft  him  their  fovereign.  After  fix  years  fpent  in  farther 
viflories,  in  extending  and  fecuring  his  dominions,  he 
called  an  aflembly  of  the  prelates,  nobility,  and  commons^ 
to  meet  at  Lamego.  When  the  aflembly  opiened,  Alonzo 
appeared  feated  on  the  throne,  but  without  any  other 
mark  of  regal  dignity.  And  ere  he  was  crowned,  the 
conftitution  of  the  ftate  was  fettled,  and  eighteen  ftatutes 
were  folemnly  confirmed  by  oath  *,  as  the  charter  of  king 
and  people ;  ftatutes  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  jus  divi^ 
nam  of  kings,  to  the  principles  which  inculcate  and  do* 
itiand  the  unlimited  paffivc  obedience  of  the  fubjeft. 

Confcious  of  what  they  owed  to  their  own  valour,  the 
founders  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy  tranfmitted  to  their 
heirs  thofe  generous  principles  of  liberty  which  complcat 
and  adorn  the  martial  charadler.  The  ardour  of  the  vo-* 
lunteer,  an  ardour  unknown  to  the  flave  and  the  mer* 
cenary,  added  to  the  moft  romantic  ideas  of  military  glory, 
charafterifed  the  Portuguefe  under  the  reigns  of  their  firft 
monarchs.  In  almoft  continual  wars  with  the  Moors,  thig 
fpirit,  on  which  the  exiftence  of  their  kingdom  depend- 
ed, rofe  higher  and  higher ;  and  the  defire  to  extirpate 
Mohanmiedifm,  the  principle  which  animated  the  wifli 
of  vidory  in  every  battle,  feemed  to  take  deeper  root  in 
every  age.  Such  were  the  manners,  and  fuch  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  people  who  were  governed  by  the  fucceflbrs 
of  Alonzo  the  Firft ;  a  fucceflion  of  great  men,  who  proved 

themfelves 

*  The  power  of  depofmg,  and  of  electing  their  kings,  under  certain  cir- 
cumftances,  is  vefted  in  the  people  by  the  ft^tytes  of  Lamego.  See  the 
notesj  p.  io6  and  J07.  vol.  i. 
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thcmfclves  worthy  to  reign  over  fo  military  and  cntcrprif- 
iog  a  nation. 

By  a  continued  train  of  vi£tories  Portugal  increafed 
confiderably  in  (trength,  and  the  Portuguefe  had  the  ho- 
nour to  drive  the  Moors  from  Europe.  The  invafions  of 
tbefe  people  were  now  requited  by  fuccefsfiil  expeditions 
into  Africa.  And  fuch  was  the  manly  fpirit  of  thefe  ages^ 
that  the  ftatutes  of  Lamego  received  additional  articles  in 
favour  of  liberty  j  a  convincing  proof  that  the  general 
heroilin  of  a  people  depends  upon  the  principles  of  free- 
dom. Alonzo  IV.  *  though  not  an  amiable  charafter, 
was  perhaps  the  greateft  warrior,  politician^  and  monarch 
of  his  age.  After  a  reign  of  military  fplendor  he  left  his 
throne  to  his  fon  Pedro,  who  from  his  inflexible  juftice 
was  furnamed  the  Juft,  or,  the  Lover  of  Juftice.  The 
ideas  of  equity  and  literature  were  now  diflPufed  by  this 
great  prince  f ,  who  was  himfelf  a  polite  fcholar,  and  mod: 
accomplifhed  gentleman.  And  Portugal  began  to  per- 
ceive the  advantages  of  cultivated  talents^  and  to  feel  its 
fuperiority  over  the  barbarous  politics  of  the  ignorant 
Moors.  The  great  Pedro,  however,  was  fucceeded  by  a 
weak  prince,  and  the  heroic  fpirit  of  the  Portuguefe 
feemed  to  'exift  no  more  under  his  fon  Fernando,  furnamed 
the  Carclefs. 

But  the  general  charaAer  of  the  people  was  too  deeply 
imprefied,  to  be  obliterated  by  one  inglorious  reign ;   and 

under 

•  Fer  the  charafter  of  this  prince^  fee  the  note,  p.  138.  voL  i. 

f  For  anecdotes  of  this  monarch,  fee  the  notes^  p.  14.x  and  143.  vol.  i. 
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tmder  John  I.  *  all  the  virtues  of  the  Portuguefe  (hone 
forth  with  redoubled  luftre.  Happy  for  Portugal,  his  fa- 
ther beftowed  a  moft  excellent  education  upon  this  prince, 
which  added  to,  and  improving  his  great  natural  talents, 
rendered  him  one  of  the  greateft  of  monarchs.  Confcious 
of  the  fuperiority  which  his  own  liberal  education  gave 
him,  he  was  affiduous  to  beftow  the  fame  advantages  upoa 
his  children ;  and  he  himfelf  often  became  their  preceptor 
in  the  branches  of  fcience  and  ufeful  knowledge.  Fort  a-* 
nate  in  all  his  affairs,  he  was  moft  of  all  fortunate  in  his 
family.  He  had  many  fons,  and  he  lived  to  fee  them 
men,  men  of  parts  and  of  a£):ion,  whofe  only  emulation 
was  to  ihew  afie£lion  to  his  perfon,  and  to  fupport  his 
adminiftration  by  their  great  abilities. 

There  is  fomething  exceedingly  pleafing  in  the  hiftory 
of  a  family  which  (hews  human  nature  in  its  moft  exalted 
virtues  and^moft  amiable  colours ;  and  the  tribute  of  vene- 
ration is  fpontaneoufly  paid  to  the  father  who  diftinguifhes 
the  diflFerent  talents  of  his  children,  and  places  them  in 
the  proper  lines  of  aftion.  All  the  fons  of  John  excelled 
in  military  exercifes,  and  in  the  literature  of  their  age ; 
Don  Edwafd  and  Don  f  Pedro  were  particularly  educated 

for 

♦  This  great  prince  was  the  natural  fon  of  Pedro  the  Juft.  Some  years 
after  the  murder  of  his  beloved  fpoufe  Inez  de  Caflro  (of  which  fee  the  text 
and  notes,  p.  131,  &c.  vol.  i.),  left  his  father,  whofe  fevere  temper  he  too  well 
knew,  (hould  force  him  into  a  difagreeable  marriage,  Don  Pedro  commenced 
an  amour  with  a  Galician  lady,  who  became  the  mother  of  John  1.  the  pre- 
ferver  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy.    See  the  notes,  p.  4  and  5.  vol.  ii. 

f  The  fons  of  John,  who  figure  in  hiftory,  were  Edward,  Juan,  Fernando, 
Pedro,  and  Henry,  Edward  fucceeded  his  father,  (for  whofe  character  fee 
the  note,  p.  23  and  24.  vol*  ii.)      Juan>  diftinguiihed  both  in  the  camp 

and 
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for  the  cabinet,  and  the  mathematical  genius  of  Dort 
Henry,  one  of  his  youngeft  fons,  received  every  encou- 
ragement which  a  king  and  a  father  could  give,  to  ripen 
k  into  perfection  and  public  utility. 

Hiftory  was  well  known  to  Prince  Henry,  and  his  turn 
of  mind  peculiarly  enabled  him  to  make  political  obferva* 
tions  upon  it.  The  wealth  and  power  of  ancient  Tyre 
and  Carthage  (hewed  him  what  a  maritime  nation  might 
hope ;  and  the  flourifhing  colonies  of  Uic  Greeks  were  the 
frequent  topic  of  his  converfation.  Where  the  Grecian 
commerce,  confined  as  it  was,  extended  its  influence,  the 
defarts  became  cultivated  fields,  cities  rofe,  and  men  were 
drawn  from  the  woods  and  caverns  to  unite  in  fociety. 
Thd  Romans,  on  the  other  hand,  when  they  deftroyed 
Carthage,  buried,  in  her  ruins,  the  fountain  of  civiliza- 
tion, of  improvementand  opulence.  They  extinguiihed 
the  fpirit  of  commerce ;  the  agriculture  of  the  conquered 
nations,  Britannia  *  alone,  perhaps,  excepted,  was  totally 
neglefted.  And  thus,  while  the  luxury  of  Rome  con- 
fumed  the  wealth  of  her  provinces,  her  uncommercial 
policy  dried  up  the  fources  of  its  continuance.  The  egre- 
gious errors  of  the  Romans,  who  perceived  not  the  true 
ufe  of  their  diftant  conquefts,  and  the  inexhauftible  foun- 
tains of  opulence  which  Phcenicia  had  eftabliftied  in  her 

colonies, 

and  cabinet,  in  the  reign  of  his  brother  Edward  liad  the  honour  to  oppofe  the 
wild  expedition  againft  Tangier,  which  was  propofcd  by  his  brother  Fer- 
nando, in  Whofe  perpetual  captivity  it  ended.  Of  Pedro  afterward^). 
.  *  The  honour  of  this  is  due  to  Agricola.  He  employed  his  legions  in 
cutting  down  forefts  and  in  clearing  mar(hes.  And  for  feveral  age*  after 
his  time,  the  Romans  drew  immenfe  quantities  of  wheat  from  their  Briti/h 
province. 
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colonies,  inftrudlcd  Prince  Henry  what  gifts  to  beftow 
upon  his  country,  and,  in  the  refult,  upon  the  whole 
world.  Nor  were  the  ineftimable  advantages  of  commerce 
the  fole  moiives  of  Henry.  All  the  ardour  which  the 
love  of  his  country  could  awake,  confpired  to  ftimulate 
the  natural  turn  of  his  genius  for  the  improvement  of 
navigation. 

As  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  had  been.wrefted  from  the 
Moors  and  eftabliihed  by  conqudl,  fb  its  exiftence  (till    ^ 
depended  on  the  fuperiority  of  the  force  of  arms ;  and  ere 
the  birth  of  Henry,  the  fuperiority  of  the  Portuguefe  na- 
vies had  been  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  prote£):ion 
of  the  ftate.     Such  were  the  circumftances  which  united 
to  ihfpire  the  defigns  of  Henry,  all  which  were  powerfully 
enforced  and  invigorated  by  the  religion  of  that  prince. 
The  defire  to  extirpate  Mohammedifm  was  patriotifm  in 
Portugal.     It  was  the  principle  which  gave  birth  to,   and 
fupported  their  monarchy :  their   kings  avowed  it   and 
Prince  Henry,  the  piety  of  whofe  heart  cannot  be  quef- 
tioned,  always  prof^fled,  that  to  propagate  the  gofpel  was 
the  great  purpofe  of  his  defigns  and  enterprizes.     And 
however  this,  in  the  event,  was  *  neglefted,  certain  it  is, 
that  the  fame  principles  infpired,  and  were  always  pro- 
feffed  by  king  Emmanuel,  under  whom  the  eaftern  world 
was  difcovered  by  Gama. 

The 

*  Negkaed  in  the  idea  of  the  commanders ;  the  idea  of  Henry  however 
was  greatly  fulfilled.  For  the  dominion  of  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Indian  fea 
cut  the  fmews  of  the  Egyptian  and  other  Mohammedan  powers.   But  of  this 

afterwards. 
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The  crufades,  to  rcfcue  the  Holy  Land  from  the  infi-» 
dels,  which  had  already  been,  however  unregarded  by  hiC* 
torians,  of  the  greateft  political  fenrice  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tagal,  *  began  now  to  have  fome  cSeEt  upon  the  com- 
merce of  Europe.     The  Hans  Towns  had  received  char- 
ters of  liberty,  and  had  united  together  for  the  proteftioa 
of  their  trade  againft  the  numerous  pirates  of  the  Baltic< 
A  people  of  Italy,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lombards, 
had  opened  a  lucrative  traffic  with  the  ports  of  Egypt, 
from  whence  they  imported  into  Europe  the  riches  of  the 
eaft;  and  Bruges  in  Flanders,  the  mart  between  them 
and  the  Hans  Towns,  was,  in  confequence,  furrounded 
with  the  beft  agriculture  of  thefe  ages  f  •  a  certain  proof 
of  the  dependance  of  agriculture  upon  the  extent  of  com- 
merce.    Yet  though  thefe  gleams  of  light,  as  morning 
ftars,  began  to  appear ;  it  was  not  the  grofs  multitude,  it 
was  only  the  eye  of  a  Henry  which  could  perceive  what 
they  prognofticated,  and  it  was  only  a  genius  like  his 
which  could  prevent  them  from  again  fetting  in  the  depths 
of  night.     The  Hans  Towns  were  liable  to  be  buried  in 
the  viftories  of  a  tyrant,  and  the  trade  with  Egypt  was 
exceedingly  infecure  and  precarious,  Europe  was  ftill  en- 
veloped 

•  See  the  note  on  the  crufades,  Lufiad  VII. 

f  Flanders  has  been  the  fchool-miftrefs  of  husbandry  to  Europe.  Sir 
Charles  Lifle,  a  royalirt,  refided  in  this  country  feveral  years  during  the  ufur- 
pation  of  the  regitides ;  and  after  the  Redoration,  rendered  England  the 
greateft  fervice,  by  introducing  the  prefent  fyftem  of  agriculture.  Where 
trade  increafes,  men^s  thoughts  are  fet  in  action ;  hence  the  increafe  of  food 
which  18  wanted,  is  fupplied  by  a  redoubled  attention  to  hu/bandry;  and 
lience  it  was  that  agriculture  was  of  old  improved  and  diffufed  by  the 
Phoenician  colonies.  Some  theories  complain  of  the  number  of  lives  which 
arc  toft  by  navigation,  but  they  toully  forget  that  commerce  is  the  parent  of 
population. 
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veloped  in  the  dark  mifts  of  ignorance,  and  though  the 
mariner's  compafs  was  invented  before  the  birth  of  Henry, 
it  was  improved  to  no  naval  advantage.  Traffic  (till  crept^ 
in  an  infant  ftate,  along  the  coafts,  nor  were  the  con- 
ftrudion  of  (hips  adapted  for  other  voyages.  One  foc- 
ce(sful  tyrant  might  have  overwhelmed  the  fyftem  and  ez- 
tinguilhed  the  fpirit  of  commerce,  for  it  ftood  on  a  much 
narrower  and  much  feebler  bafis,  than  in  the  days  of  Phoe- 
nician and  Grecian  colonization.  Yet  thefe  mighty  fa- 
bricks,  many  centuries  before,  had  been  fwallowed  up  in 
the  defolations  of  unpolitical  cOnqueft.  A  broader  and 
more  permanent  foundation  of  commerce  than  the  world 
had  yet  feen, ,  an  univerfal  bafis,  was  yet  wanting  to  ble(s 
mankind,  and  Henry  Duke  of  Vifeo  was  born  to  give  it. 

On  purpofe  to  promote  his  defigns.  Prince  Henry  was 
by  his  father  ftationed  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Portuguefe  forces  in  Africa.  He  had  already,  in  1412, 
three  years  before  the  redudiion  of  Ceuta  *,  fent  a  (hip  to 
make  difcoveries  on  the  Barbary  coaft.  Cape  Nam  f  ,  as 
its  name  intimates,  was  then  the  Neplus  ultra  of  European 
navigation;  the  (hip  fent  by  Henry  however  pafied  it 
fixty  leagues,  and  reached  Cape  Bojador.  Encouraged 
by  this  beginning,  the  prince,  while  he  was  in  Africa, 
acquired  whatever  information  the  moft  intelligent  of  the 

Moors 

*  At  the  redu^on  of  Ceuta,  aod  other  engagements  in  Africa,  Prince   ^ 
Henry  difplayed  a  military  genius  and  valonr  of  the  firft  magnitude.    The 
important  fortreis  of  Ceuta  was  in  a  manner  won  by  his  own  fword.    Yet 
though  even  poflefled  by  the  enthufiaim  of  chivalry,  his  genius  for  naviga- 
tion prevailed,  and  confined  him  to  tlie  rock  of  Sagrez, 

•f  Nam^  in  Portuguefe,  a  negative. 
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Moors  of  Fez  and  Morocco  could  give.  About  a  Icagtfc 
and  one  half  from  the  Cape  of  St.  Vincent,  in  the  king- 
dom of  Algarve,  Don  Henry  had  obferved  a  linall,  but 
commodious  fituation  for  a  fea-port  town.  On  this  fpot, 
fuppofed  the  Promontorium  Sacrum  of  the  Rbmafis,  he 
built  his  town  of  Sagrez,  by  much  the  bell  planned*  and 
fortified  of  any  in  Portugal.  Here,  where  the  view  of 
the  ocean,  fays  Faria,  infpired  his  hopes  and  endeavours, 
he  erefted  his  arfenals,  and  btiilt  and  harboured  his  ihips. 
And  here,  leaving  the  temporary  buftle  arid  cares  of  the  , 
ftate  to  his  father  and  brothers,  he  retired  like  a  philo- 
fopher  from  the  world,  on  purpofe  to  render  his  ftudics 
of  the  utmod  importance  to  its  happinefs.  Having  re- 
ceived all  the  light  which  could  be  difcovered  in  Africa, 
he  continued  unwearied  in  his  mathematical  and  geogra- 
phical ftudies  5  the  art  of  fliip-building  received  very 
great  improvement  under  his  direftion,  and  the  truth  of 
his  ideas  of  the  ftrudlure  of  the  terraqueous  globe  are 
now^  confirmed.  He  it  was  who  firft  fuggefted  the  ufe 
of  the  compafs,  and  of  longitude  and  latitude  in  na- 
vigation, and  how  thefe  might  be  afcertained  by  aftrono- 
mical  obfervations ;  fuggeftions  and  difcoveries  which 
would  have  held  no  fecond  place  among  the  conjeftures 
of  a  Bacon,  or  the  improvements  of  a  Newton,  Naval  ad- 
venturers were  now  invited  from  all  parts  to  the  town  of 
Sagrez,  and  in  141 8  Juan  Gonfalez  Zarco  and  Triftran 
Vaz  fet  fail  on  an  expedition  of  difcovery,  the  circum- 
ftances  of  which  give  us  a  ftriking  pi£lure  of  the  ftate 
of  navigation,  ere  it  was  new-modelled  by  the  genius  of 
Henry. 

Cape 
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Cape  Bpjadori  fo  named  from  its  extent  *,  runs  about 
forty  leagues  to  the  weftward,  and  for  about  fix  leagues 
off  land  there  is  a  moft  violent  current,  which  dalhing 
upon  the  flielves,  makes  a  tempcftuous  fea.  This  was 
deemed  impaffable,  for  it  was  not  confidered,  that  by 
(landing  out  to  the  ocean  the  current  might  be  avoided. 
To  pafs  this  formidable  cape  was  the  commiflion  of  Zarco 
and  Vaz,  who  were  alfp  ordered  to  proceed  as  far  as  they 
could  to  difcover  the  African  coaft,  which  according  to 
the  information  given  to  Henry  by  the  Moors  and  Arabs^ 
extended  at  leaft  to  the  equinoftial  f  line.  Zarco  and 
Vaz,  however,  loft  their  courfe  in  a  ftorm, '  and  were 
driven  to  a  little  ifland,  which,  in  the  joy  of  their  deli- 
verance, they  named  Puerto  Santo,  or  the  Holy  Haven. 
Nor  was  Prince  Henry,  on  their  return,  lefs  joyful  of 
their  difcovery,  than  they  had  been  of  their  efcape :  A 
ftriking  proof  of  the  miferable  ftate  of  navigation ;  for 
this  ifland  is  only  about  160  leagues,  the  voyage  now  of 

three 

*  F6rty  leagues  appeared  as  4  vaf^  diftance  to  the  fallors  o^  that  age,  who 
named  this  Cape  Bojador,  from  the  Spanifh,  hojar,  to  compafs  or  go  about. 

f  It  was  known  that  the  Arabian  fea  wafhed  the  eaftem  fide  of  Africa:  it 
was  furmifcd  therefore  that  a  fouthem  promontory  bounded  that  continent. 
And  certain  it  is,  from  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  the  writers  who  treat 
of  Don  Henry's  difcoveries,  that  Afiica  was  fuppofed  to  terminate  near  to 
the  equinoftial  line.  The  account  of  Marco  Paolo's  map,  which,  it  is  faid, 
placed  the  fouthem  cape  in  its  proper  latitude,  feems  to  have  been  pro- 
pagated on  purpofe  to  difcredit  Prince  Henry's  reputation.  The  ftory  (lands 
thus:  Anthony  Galvan  relates,  that  Fran,  de  SoiifaTavares  told  him  that 
Don  Ferdinand  told  him  that  in  1516,  he  found,  in  tlie  monaftery  of  Aco- 
ba^a,  a  chart  of  Africa,  izo  years  old,  which  was  fald  to  have  been  copied 
from  one  at  Venice,  which  alfo  was  believed  to  have  been  copied  from  one 
of  Marco  Paolo,  which,  according  to  Ramufius,  marked  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Marco  Paolo  is  faid  to  have  travelled  into  India  and  China  in  the 
fourteenth  century. 
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three  or  four  days  in  moderate  weather,  from  the  pro- 
montory of  Sagrez. 

The  difcoverers  of  Puerto  Santa,  accompanied  by  Bar- 
tholomew Pereftrello,  were  with  three  (hips  fcnt  out  xm 
farther  trial.  Pereftrello,  having  fowed  fome  feeds,  and 
left  fome  cattle  on  Holy  Haven,  returned  to  Portugal  *. 
But  Zarco  and  Vaz  directing  their  courfe  fouthward,  in 
14 19,  perceived  fomething  like  a  cloud  on  the  water>  and 
failing  toward  it,  difcover^d  an  iiland  covered  wiih 
wood,  which  from  thence  they  named  Madeira  f .  And 
this  rich  and  beautiful  ifland,  which  foon  yielded  a  con- 
fiderable  revenue,  was  the  firft  reward  of  the  enterprizes 
of  psince  Henry. 

If  the  Duke  of  Vifeo's  liberal  ideas  of  eftabliftiing 
colonies^  thofe  fincws  of  a  commercial  ftate,  or  his  views 
of  African  and  Indian  commerce,  were  too  refined  to 
ftrike  the  grofs  multitude  5  yet  other  advantages  refulting 
from  his  defigns,  one  would  conclude,  were  felf-evident. 
Nature  calls  upon  Portugal  to  be  a  maiitime  power,  and 

her 

*  Unluckily  alfo  were  left  on  this  ifland  two  rabbits,  whofe  young  fo  in- 
creafed,  that  in  a  few  years  it  was  found  not  habitable,  every  vegetable 
being  deilroyed  by  the  great  increafe  of  thefe  animals. 

f  The  difcovery  of  Madeira  by  Prince  Henry,  was  foUowcd  by  the  firft 
fettlement  of  that  ifland,  fince  the  days  of  Carthaginian  commerce.  The 
Azores,  Canaries,  and  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  were  frequented  by  that  trad, 
ing  people ;  but  fuch  was  the  groflnefs  of  the  Roman  policy,  that,  after  the 
fall  of  Carthage,  the  navigation  to  thefe  parts  ceafed.  One  Macham,  an 
Englifliman,  it  is  faid,  (Harrises  Voyages,  J  buried  his  miftrefs  in  Madeira,  in 
1344.  Some  veflels  driven  by  tempeft,  had  perhaps,  before  the  time  of  Don 
Henry,  defcried  the  Madeira  iflands>  but  the  regular  navigation  to  them  was 
unlcnown,  till  eilabliflied  by  this  great  prince.    Vid.  Faria,  torn*  i.  c.  i* 
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her  naval  fuperioritjr  orer  the  Moore,  was,  in  the  thiie  of 
Henry,  the  foreft  4efeaoe  of  her  exiftence  as  a  kmgckmi. 
Yet  though  all  his  labours  tended  to  elt;d>UAi  d^at  naval 
fupenoriiy  on  the  fureft  baffis,  though  even  the  religion  •£ 
the  age  added  its  authority  to  the  deareft  political  prin- 
ciples in  favour  of  Heary  $  yet  were  his  enterprifes  and 
his  expe£ted  discoveries  derided  with  all  the  infolence  of 
ignorance,  and  all  the  bittemefs  «f  popular  clamour. 
Barren  defarts  like  I^bia,  it  was  faid,  were  all  that  eouM 
be  found,  and  a  thoufand  -^difadvantages,  drawn  firom 
thefe  data,  were  forefeen  and  foretold.  The  great  nrinA 
and  better  knowledge  of  Henry,  however,  were  not  thus 
to  be  fliaken.  Though  twelve  years  from  the  difcovery 
of  Madeira  had  elapfed  in  unfuccefsful  endeavours  to 
carry  his  navigation  farther,  he  was  now  more  happy ; 
for  one  of  his  captains,  named  Galianez,  in'  14349  pafled 
At  Cape  of  Bojador,  till  then  invincible  i  an  aCHon,  fays 
Faria,  in  the  common  opinion,  not  inferior  to  the  labouis 
of  Hercules. 

Galianez,  the  next  year,  accon^anied  by  Gonfalez 
Baldaya,  carried  his  difcoveries  many  leagues  farther. 
Having  put  two  horfemen  on  (bore,  to  ^fcover  the  face 
of  the  country,  the  adventurers,  after  riding  feveral  hours, 
faw  nineteen  men  armed  with  javelins.  The  natives  fled, 
and  the  two  horfemen  purfued,  till  one  of  the  Portuguefe, 
being  wounded,  loft  the  firft  blood  that  was  facrificed  to 
the  new  fyftem  of  commerce.  A  fmall  beginning,  a  very 
{mall  ftreamlet,  fome  perhaps  may  exclaim,  but  which 
foon  fwelled  into  oceans,  and  deluged  the  eaftern  and 

d  3  weftem 
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wcftem  worlds.  Let  fuch  philofophers^  however,  be 
defired  to  point  out  the  defign  of  public  utility,  which  has 
been  unpolluted  by  the  depravity  of  the  human  paffions. 
To  fuppofe  that  Heaven  itfelf  could  give  an  inftitution 
which  could  not  be  perverted,  and  to  fuppofe  no  previous 
alteration  in  human  nature,  is  contradiftory  in  propo- 
fition ;  for  as  human  nature  now  exifts,  power  cannot  be 
equally  poffeffed  by  all,  and  whenever  the  felfifii  or  vicious 
paffions  predominate,  that  power  will  certainly  be  abufed. 
The  cruelties  therefore  of  Cortez,  and  that  more  horrid 
barbarian  Fizarro  ♦,  are  no  more  to  be  charged  upon  Don 

Henry 

*  Some  eminent  writers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  have  of  late  endea* 
voured  to  foften  the  charafter  of  Cortez,  and  have  urged  the  neceflity  of  war 
for  the  (laughters  he  committed.  Thefe  authors  have  alfo  greatly  foftened 
the  horrid  features  of  the  Mexicans.  If  one,  however,  would  trace  the  true 
character  of  Cortez  and  the  Americans,  he  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  numer. 
ous  ^panifli  writers,  who  were  either  witncffea  of  the  firft  w^s,  or  foon 
after  travelled  in  thofe  ^uptries.  In  thefe  he  will  find  many  anecdotes 
which  afford  a  light,  not  to  be  found  in  our  modemifcd  hidories.  In  thefe 
it  will  be  found,  that  Cortez  fet  out  to  take  gold  by  force,  and  not  by  efta- 
bllfliing  any  fyftem  of  commerce  with  the  natives,  the  only  juft  reafon  of 
effeding  a  fettlement  in  a  foreign  country.  He  was  aflced  by  various  ftates, 
what  commodities  or  drugs  he  wanted,  and  was  promifed  abundant  fupply. 
He  and  his  Spaniards,  he  anfwered,  had  a  difcafe  at  their  hearts,  which 
nothing  but  gold  could  cure ;  and  he  received  intelligence,  that  Mexico 
abounded  with  it.  Under  pretence  of  a  friendly  conference,  he  made  Mon- 
tezuma his  prifoner,  and  ordered  him  to  pay  tribute  to  Charles  V.  Im- 
menib  fums  were  paid,  but  the  demand  was  boundlefs.  Tumults  enfued. 
Cortez  difplayed  amazing  generalship,  and  fome  millions  of  thofe,  who  in 
enumerating  to  the  Spaniards  the  greatnefs  of  Montezuma,  boafted  that  his 
yearly  facrifices  confumed  20,000  men,  were  now  facrlficed  to  the  difeafe  of 
Cortez*s  heart.  Pizarro,  however,  in  the  barbarity  of  his  foul,  far  exceeded 
him..  There  is  a  very  bright  fide  of  the  charadler  of  Cortez.  If  we  forget 
that  his  avarice  was  the  caufe  of  a  mofl  unjufl  and  mofl  bloody  war,  in  every 
other  refpea  ho  will  appear  as  one  of  the  greatcft  of  heroes.  But  Pizarro 
is  ^chiTZ&cr  completely  deteflable,  deflituteof  every  fpark  of  gentrpfity. 
fi?  maiTacred  (he  Peruvians,  be  faid^  becaufe  tliey  were  barbarians,  and  he 

bimfelf 
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Henry  and  Columbus,.than  the  viUanies  of  the;  Jefuits  and 
the  horrors  of  the  inquifition  are  to  be  afcribed  to  Him, 
whofe  precepts  are  fummed  up  in  the  great  command. 
To  do  to  your  neighbour  as  you  would  wifli  your  neigh- 
bour to  do  to  you.  But  if  it  is  fiill  alleged  that  he  who 
plans  a  difcovery  ought  to  forefee  the  miferies  which  the 
vicious  will  engraft  upon  his  enteirprize,  let  the  objeftor 
be  told,  that  the  miferies  are  uncertain,  while  the  advan- 
tages are  real  and  fure ;  and  that  the  true  philofopher  will 
not  confine  his  eye  to  the  Spaniih  campaigns  in  Mexico 
and  Peru,  but  will  extend  his  profpeft  to  all  the  ineftim- 
able  benefits,  all  the  improvements  of  laws,  opinions,  and 
of  manners,  which  have  been  introduced  by  the  inter- 
courfe  of  univerfat  commerce. 

In '  1440  Anthony  Gonfalez  brought  fome  .Moors  pri- 
jCbners  to  Lifbon.  Thefe  he  took  two  and  forty  leagues 
beyond  Cape  Bojador,  and  in  1442  he  returned  to  Africa 
with  his  captives.  One  Moor  efcaped  from  him,  but  ten 
blacks  of  Guinea  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold  dufl: 
were  given  in  ranfom  for  two  others.  A  rivulet  at  the 
place  of  landing  was  named  by  Gonfalez,  Rio  del  Oro, 
or  the  River  of  Gold.  And  the  iflands  of  Adeget,  Ar- 
guim,  and  de  las  Gar  fas ^  were  now  difcovered. 

Thefe 

himfelf  could  not  read.  Atabalipa,  amazed  at  the  art  Of  reading;  got  a 
Spaniard  to  write  the  word  Dios  (the  Spaniih  for  God)  on  his  finger.  On 
trying  if  the  Spaniards  agreed  in  what  it  fignified,  he  difcovered  that  Pizarro 
could  not  read.  And  Pizarro,  in  the  revenge  of  the  contempt  he  perceived 
in  the  fiace  of  Atabalipa,  oniered  that  Prince  to  be  tried  for  hit  life,  f(irhav- 
ipg  concubines,  and  being  an  idolator.  Atabalipa  was  condemned  to  be 
t)urncd  5  but  on  fubmitting  to  baptifin,  he  was  only  hanged. 

d4 
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Thcfc  Guinea  blacks,  the  firft  ercr  feen  in  Portugal, 
and  the  gold  duft,  excited  other  paffions  beGde  admira- 
tion»  A  company  was  formed  at  Lagos,  under  the 
aufpices  of  prince  Henry,  to  carry  on  a  traffic  with  the 
new  difcovered  countries;  and  as  the  Portuguefe  con-> 
fidered  themfelyes  in  a  ftate  of  continual  hoftility  with 
the  Moors,  about  two  hundred  of  thefe  people,  inhabitants 
of  the  iflands  of  Nar  and  Tider,  in  1444,  were  brought 
prifoners  to  Portugal.  This  was  foon  revenged.  Gon- 
ial© de  Cintra  was  the  next  year  attacked  by  the  Moors, 
fourteen  leagues  beyond  Rio  del  Oro,  where  with  fcvcn 
of  his  men  he  was  killed., 

Thefe  hoftile  proceedings  difpleafed  prince  Henry,  and 
in  1446  Anthony  Gonfalez  and  two  other  captains  were 
fent  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  s^nd  traffic  with  the 
natives  of  Rio  del  Oro,  and  alfo  to  attempt  their  conver* 
fion.  But  thefe  propofals  were  reje£ted  by  the  barbarians, 
one  of  whom,  however,  came  voluntarily  to  Portugal; 
and  Juan  Fernandez  remained  with  the  natives,  to  ob- 
ferve  their  manners  and  the  produfls  of  the  country.  In 
^e  year  following,  Fernandez  was  found  in  good  health, 
and  brought  home  to  Portugal.  The  account  he  gave  of 
the  country  and  people  affords  a  ftriking  inilanre  of  the 
mifery  of  barbarians.  The  land,  an  open,  barren,  fandy 
plain,  where  the  wandering  natives  were  guided  in  their 
journeys  by  the  ftars  and  flights  of  birds;  their  food, 
milk,  lizards,  locufts,  and  fuch  herbs  as  the  foil  pro* 
duced  without  culture ;  and  their  only  defence  from  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun  fome  miferable  tents  which 

they 
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they  pitched^    as  occafioa   required,   oa   the   burning 
fands. 

In  1447  upward)}  of  thirty  fliips  followed  the  route  of 
traffic  which  was  now  opened  ;  and  John  de  Caftilla  ob- 
tained the  infamy  to  (land  the  firft  on  the  lift  of  thofe 
names  whofe  villainies  have  difgraced  the  fpirit  of  com- 
merce,  and  afforded  the  loudeft  complaints  a^ainft  the 
progrefs  of  navigation.  DifTatisfied  with  the  value  of  his 
cargo,  he  ungratefully  feizcd  twenty  of  the  natives  of 
Gomera,  (one  bf  the  Canaries,)  who  had  affifled  him,  and 
with  whom  he  was  in  friendly  alliance,  and  brought  them 
as  flaves  to  Portugal.  But  prince  Henry  refented  this  out- 
rage,  and  having  given  them  fome  valuable  prefents  of 
clothes,  reftored  the  captives  to  freedom  and  their  native 
country. 

The  converfion  and  reduftion  of  the  Canaries  was  alfo 
this  year  attempted ;  but  Spain  having  claimed  a  right  to 
tbefe  iflands  ♦,  the  expedition  was  difcontinued.  In  the 
Canary  iilands  was  found  a  feodal  cuftom ;  the  chief  man 
or  governor  was  gratified  with  the  firft  night  of  every 
bride  in  his  diftri£i:« 

In  1448  Fernando  Alonzo  was  fent  ambalTador  to  the 
king  of  Cabo  Verde  with  a  treaty  of  trade  and  converfion, 
which  was  defeated  at  that  time  by  the  treachery  of  the 

natives. 

•  Sometime  before  this  period,  John  de  Betancwr^  a  Frenchman,  under 
the  king  of  Cailile,  had  made  a  fettJement  in  the  Canaries,  which  had  been 
difcovered,  it  isfaid,  about  1340,  by  fome  Bifcayneers. 
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natives.  In  1449  ^^^  Azores  were  difcovered  by  Gonfalo 
Velio,  and  the  coafl:  fixty  leagues  beyond  Cape  Verde  was 
vifited  by  the  fleets  of  Henry.  It  is  alfo  certain  that  fome 
pf  his  commanders  pafled  the  equinoftial  line.  It  was 
the  cuftom  of  his  failors  to  leave  his  motto,  Talent  de 
BiEN  Faire,  wherever  they  came;  and  in  1525  Loaya,  a 
Spanifh  captain,  found  that  device  carved  on  the  bark  of 
a  tree  in  the  ifle  of  St,  Matthew,  in  the  fecond  degree  of 
fouth  latitude. 

Prince  Henry  had  now  with  the  moft  inflexible  perfe- 
verance  profecuted  his  difcoveries  for  upwards  of  forty 
years.  His  father,  John  I.  concurred  with  him  in  his 
views,  and  gave  him  every  afEftance ;  his  brother  king 
£dward,  during  his  fhort  reign,  was  the  fame  as  his  father 
had  been ;  nor  was  the  eleven  years  regency  of  his  bro- 
ther Don  Pedro  lefs  aufpicious  to  him*.  But  the  mifun- 
derftanding  between  Pedro  and  his  nephew  Alonzo  V. 
who  took  upon  him  the  reins  of  government  in  his  feven- 
teenth  year,  retarded  the  defigns  of  Henry,  and  gave  him 
much  unhappinefs  f .  At  his  town  of  Sagrez,  from  whence 
he  had  not  moved  for  many  years,  except  when  called  to 

court 

•  The  difficulties  he  furmounted,  and  the  afliftance  he  received,  are  in- 
contedible  proofs,  that  an  adventurer  of  inferior  birth  could  never  have  car. 
ried  his  dcfigns  into  execution. 

f  Don  Pedro  was,  viliainoufly  accufed  of  treacherous  defigns  by  hif 
1)aftard  brother,  the  firft  duke  of  Braganza.  Henry  left  his  town  of 
Sagrez,  to  defend  his  brother  at  court,  but  in  vain.  Pedro,  finding  the  young 
king  in  the  power  of  Braganza,  fled,  and  foon  after  was  killed  in  defending 
himfelf  againft  a  party  who  were  fent  to  feize  him.  His  innocence,  after 
his  death,  was  fuHy  proved,  and  his  nephew  Alonzo  V.  gave  him  an  honour^ 
able  burial. 
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court  on  fome  emergency  of  ftate,  Don  Henry,  now  in 
his  fixty-feventh  year,  yielded  to  the  ftroke  of  fate,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1463,  gratified  with  the  certain  profpcft, 
that  the  route  to  the  eaftem  world  would  one  day  crown 
the  enterprizes  to  which  he  had  given  birth.  He  had  the 
happinefs  to  fee  the  naval  fuperiority  of  his  country  over 
the  Moors  eftabli(hed  on  the  mod  folid  bafis,  its-  trade 
greatly  upon  the  increafe,  and  what  he  efteemed  his 
greateft  happinefs,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  given  a 
mortal  woundto  Wfehammedifm,  and  had  opened  the  door 
to  an  univerfal  propagation  of  Chriftianity  and  the  civiliz- 
ation of  mankind.  And  to  him,  as  to  their  primary 
author,  are  due  all  the  ineftimable  advantages  which  ever 
have  flowed,  or  will  flow,  from  the  difcovery  of  the 
greateft  part  of  Africa,  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Every 
improvement  in  the  ftate  and  manners  of  thefe  countries, 
or  whatever  country  may  be  yet  difcovered,  is  ftriftly  due 
to  him  •>  nor  is  the  difierence  between  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Europe  and  the  monkifli  age  in  which  he  was  born,  lefs 
the  refult  of  his  genius  and  toils.  What  is  an  *  Alexander 
crowned  with  trophies  at  the  head  of  his  army,  compared 
with  a  Henry  contemplating  the  ocean  from  his  window 
on  the  rock  of  Sagrez  !  The  one  fuggefts  the  idea  of  the 
evil  daemon,  the  other  of  a  tutelary  angel. 

From 

•  It  has  been  faid  by  fome  Frcrich  writers,  that  the  conqucfts  of  Alexander 
were  intended  to  civilize,  and  unite  the  world  in  one  grand  intereft ;  and 
that  for  this  .great  purpofe  he  built  cities  and  eftabliihed  colonies  in  Aiia« 
Thofe,  however,  who  have  ftudied  the  true  character  of  that  vain-glorious 
conqueror,  the  wild  delirium  of  his  ambition,  and  his  as  wild  fondneis  of 
Afiatic  manners,  will  allow  this  refinement  of  defign  to  hold  no  place  in  the 
motives  of  the  pretended  fonof  Jupiter. 
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From  the  year  14489  when  Alonzo.V.  aflumed  the 
power  of  government,  till  the  end  of  his  reign  in  147 1> 
little  progrefs  was  made  in  maritime  affairs,  and  Cape  Ca- 
tharine was  only  added  to  the  former  difcoveries.    But 
under  his  fon  John  11.  the  defigns  of  prince  Henry  were 
profecuted  with  renewed  vigour.   In  148 1  the  Portuguefe 
built  a  fort  on  the  Golden  Coaft,  and  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal took  the  title  of  Lord   of  Guinea.     Bartholomew 
Diaz,  in  1486^  reached  the  river,  which  he  named  del 
Infante,  on  the   eaftern  fide   of  Africa;  but  deterred 
by  the  dorms  of  that  region  from  proceeding  farther,  on 
his  return  he  had  the  liappinels  to  be  difcoverer  of  the 
promontory,  unknown  for  many  ages,  which  bounds  the 
fouth  of  Afric.    This,  from  the  ftorms  he  there  encoun» 
tered,  he  named  the  Cape  of  Tempefts  ;  but  John,  elated 
with  the  promife  of  India,  which  this  difcovery,  as  he 
juftly  deemed,  included,  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.    The  arts  and  valour  of  the  Portuguefe  had 
now  made  a  great  impreflion  on  the  minds  of  the  Afri- 
cans.   The  king  of  Congo,  a  dominion  of  great  extent, 
fent  the  fons  of  fome  of  his  principal  officers  to  be  in- 
ftruAed  in  arts  and  religion  \  and  ambaffadors  from  the 
king  of  Benin  requefted  teachers  to  be  fent  to  his  king- 
dom.    On  the  return  of  thefe  his  fubjedls,  the  king  and 
queen  of  Congo,  with  100,000  of  their  people,  were  bap- 
tized.    An  ambaffador  alfo  arrived  from  the  Chriftian 
emperor  of  Abyffinia,  and  Pedro  de  Covillam  and  Alonzo. 
de  Payva  were  fent  by  land  to  penetrate  into  the  Eaft, 
that  they  might  acquire  whatever  intelligence  might  facili- 
tate tlw  defired  navigation  to  India.    Covillam  and  Payva 

parted 
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parted  at  Toro  in  AraUa,  and  took  different  routs*  The 
formei  having  vifited  Conanor,  Calicut,  udd  Goa  in  India, 
returned  to  Grand  Cairo,  where  he  heard  of  the  death  of 
his  companion.  Here  atfo  he  met  the  Rabbi  Abraham  of 
fieja,  who  was  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe  by  king 
John.  Coviilam  fent  the  Rabbi  home  with  an  account 
of  what  countries  he  had  feen,  and  he  himfelf  proceeded 
to  Ormuz  and  Ethiopia,  but  as  Camoens  exprefles  it : 


to  his  native  fhore. 


Enricfa'd  with  knowledge,  be  returned  no  more. 

S&n,  whofe  genius  led  them  to  maritime  affairs,  began 
now  to  be  poffeffed  by  an  ardent  ambition  to  diftingutfli 
tbemfidves ;  and  the  famous  Columbus  offered  his  fervice 
to  the  king  of  Portugal.  Every  one  knows  the  difcoveries 
<^  this  great  adventurer,  but  his  hiftory  is  generally  mif- 
underftood  *•    It  is  by  fome  believed,  that  his  ideas  of 

the 

*  Gctatly  mlfunderflood,  «vea  by  the  ingeniotta  author  of  the  Anmm  of 
tU  Eur^uM  Settlementt  in  AmarUa.  Having  mentioned  the  barbarous  ftate  of 
£urope  \  <<  Mathematical  learning,  (ays  he,  was  little  valued  or  cultivated. 
**  The  true  fyftem  of  the  heavens  was  not  dreamed  of.  There  waa  no 
''  knowledge  at  all  of  the  real  form  of  the  earth,  and  in  general  the  ideas  of 
**  mankind  were  not  extended  beyond  their  fenfiUe  horizon.  In  tliis  ftatc 
<<  of  affairs  ChriftopherCdttmbtts,  a  native  of  Genoa,  undertook  to  extend 
^*  the  boundaries  which  iginorance  had  given  to  the  world.  This  man*s  dc- 
**  figftafofe  from  the  juft  idea  he  had  formed  of  the  figure  of  the  earth.**-^ 
But  this  is  all  a  miilake.  Nor  is  the  author  of  the  Hiftoire  Piilofifinfue,  fcc* 
hh  unhappy.  WAt6  by  the  common  opinion  of  Columbus,  he  has  thus 
poonpouAy  doathed  it  in  the  drcfs  of  imagination— C/n  bommt  objcurj  &ys  he^ 
fhti  anatKequefomJecUy  &c.-*-thus  literally,  **  An  obfure  man,  more  advanced 
<<  than  his  cotemporaries  in  the  knowledge  of  aftronomy  and  navigatkm, 
<<  propofed  to  Spain,  happy  in  her  intetnal  dominion,  to  aggrandife  herfelf 
<«  abroad.  Chriftopher  Columbus  felt,  a»  if  by  inftina,  that  there  muil  be 
«  another  continent,  and  that  he  was  to  difcover  it.  The  antipodes,  treated 

««  by 
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the  fphere  of  the  earth  gave  birth  to  his  opinion,  that 
there  muft  be  an  immenfe  unknown  continent  in  the 
Weft  *,  fuch  as  America  is  now  known  to  be  ;  and  that  his 
propofals  were  to  go  in  fearchof  it.  But  the  firaple  truth 
is,  Columbus,  who,  as  we  have  certain  evidence,  acquired 
his  fkill  in  navigation  among  the  Portuguefe,  could  be  no 

ftrangcr 

*^  by  reaibn  itfelF  as  a  chimera,  and  by  iuperflltion  as  error  and  impiety, 
**  were  in  the  eyes  of  this  man  of  genius  an  inconteflible  truth.  Full  of 
<<  this  idea,  one  of  the  grandeft  which  could  enter  the  human  mind,  he 

**  propofed,    &c. The  minifters  of   this  princefs    (I(abel  of  Spain) 

**  eftemed  as  a  vifioniry,  a  man  who  pretended  to  difcover  a  world——." 
But  this  dream  of  difcovering  a  world  never  entered  the  head  of  Colum- 
bus. And  be  it  our*s  to  reftore  his  due  honours  to  the  prince  of  Portugal* 
By  the  mod  indubitable  and  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  the  Portuguele 
hiftorians  of  this  period,  Henry  had  underuken  to  extend  the  boundaries 
which  ignorance  had  given  to  the  world,  and  had  extended  them  much  be» 
yond  the  fenfible  horizon,  long  ere  Columbus  appeared.  Columbus  indeed 
taught  the  Spaniards  the  ufe  of  longitude  and  latitude  in  navigation,  but  he 
himCclf  learned  thefe  among  the  Portuguefe.  Every  alteration  here  afcribcd 
to  Columbus,  had  almoft  fifty  years  before  been  efFcfted  by  Henry.  Even 
Henry's  defign  of  failing  to  India  was  adopted  by  Columbus.  It  was  every 
where  his  propofal.  When  he  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  thought  he 
had  found  the  Ophir  of  Solomon  •,  and  thence  thefe  IHands  received  their 
general  name.  And  on  his  return  he  told  John  II.  that  he  had  been  at  the 
Iflands  of  India.  When  he  landed  in  Cuba,  he  enquired  for  Cipango,  the 
name  of  Japan,  according  to  Marco  Paolo,  and  by  the  miftake  of  the  natives, 
who  tl^ought  he  faid  Cibao,  he  was  informed  of  the  richeft  mines  of  Hifpa- 
nlola.  And  even  on  his  fourth  and  laft  voyage  in  1 502,  three  years  after 
Gama's  return,  he  promifed  the  king  of  Spain  to  find  India  by  a  weftward 
paffage.  But  though  great  difcoveries  rewarded  his  toils,  his  firft  and  lafl 
purpofe  he  never  completed.  It  was  referved  for  Magalhaens  to  difcover 
the  weftward  route  to  the  eaftem  world. 

•  Comara,  and  other  Spanifli  writers  relate,  that  while  Columbus  lived 
in  Madeira,  a  pilot,  the  only  furvivor  of  a  lhip*s  crew,  died  at  his  houfe. 
This  pilot,  they  fay,  had  been  driven  to  the  Weft  Indies  or  America  by 
tempeft,  and  on  his  death- bed  communicated  the  journal  of  his  voyage  to 
Columbus.  But  this  ftory,  as  it  ftands  at  large,  is  involved  in  contradi^ion 
without  proof,  and  is  every  where  efteemed  a  fable  of  malice. 

a  Peter  Martyr  (who  lived  at  that  time  at  the  court  of  Spain),  Dec.  i.  L  x. 
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ftrangcr  to  the  defign  long  meditated  in  that  kingdom,  of 
difcovcring  a  naval  route  to  India,  which  they  endea* 
voui:ed  to  find  by  compaffing  the  coaft  of  Africa.  Ac- 
cording to  ancient  geographers  and  the  opinion  of  that 
age,  India  was  fuppdfed  to  be  the  next  land  to  the  weft 
of  Spain.  And  the  idea  of  difcovering  a  weftern  pafiage 
to  the  Ea(t,  is  due  to  the  genius  of  Columbus;  but  no 
more :  To  difcover  India  and  the  adjacent  iflands  of 
fpices,  already  famous  over  all  Europe,  was  every  where 
the  avowed  and  fole  idea  of  ColumUus  *.  A  propofal  of 
this  kind  to  the  king  of  Portugal^  whofe  fleets  had  already 
pafled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  and  who  efteemed  the 
route  to  India  as  almoft  difcovered,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  own  fubje£ls,  could  at  the  court  of  Lifbon  expe£):  no 
fuccefs.  And  the  offered  feryices  of  .-rfie  foreigner  were 
rejected,  even  with  fome  degree  of  contempt.  Columbus^ 
however,  met  a  more  favourable  reception  from  Ferdi- 
nand and  Ifabella,  the  king  and  queen  of  Caftile.  To  in- 
terfere with  the  route  or  difcoveries,  opened  and  ertjoyed 
by  another  power,  was  at  this  time  efteemed  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  nations.  Columbus,  therefore,  though  the 
objcii  was  one,  propofed,  as  Magalhaens  afterwards  did 
for  the  fame  reafon,  to  fteer  the  weftward  courfe,  and 
having  in  1492  difcovered  fome  weftern  iflands,  in  1493, 
on  his  return  to  Spain,  he  put  into  the  Tagus  with  great 
tokens  pf  the  riches  of  his  difcovcry.     Some  of  the  Por- 

tuguefe 

•  And  fo  deeply  had  ancient  geography  fixed  this  idea,  that  Sebaftian 
Cabot's  propofal  to  Henry  vn.  1497,.  was  to  difcover  Cathay,  and  thence 
India,  by  the  north-weft.  See  Hakluit,  torn.  3.  p.  7.  And  Ramufius, 
Prcfat.  torn.  3. — Columbus  endeavoured,  firft,  to  difcover  India  dircftly  by 
the  weft>  and  afterward,  by  the  fouth-weft. 
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tuguefe  courtiers,  the  fame  ungenerous  minds  perhaps 
who  advifed  the  reje£lion  of  Columbus  becaufe  he  was  a 
foreigner,  propofed  the  aflai&natlon  of  that  great  man^ 
thereby  to  conceal  from  Spain  the  advantages  of  his  navi-* 
gation.  But  John,  though  Columbus  rather  roughly  up* 
braided  him,  looked  upon  him  now  with  a  generous  regret, 
anddifmifledhim  with  honour.  The  king  of  Portugal,  how- 
ever, was  alarmed,  left  the  difcoveries  of  Columbus  fliould 
interfere  with  thofe  of  his  crown,  and  gave  orders  to 
equip  a  war  fleet  to  protect  his  rights.  But  matters  were 
adjufted  by  embafBes,  and  that  celebrated  treaty  by  which 
Spain  and  Portugal  divided  the  Weftem  and  Eaftem 
Worlds  between  themfelves.  The  eaftern  half  of  the 
world  was  allotted  for  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  weftern 
for  the  Spanifli  navigation.  A  line  from  pole  to  pole, 
drawn  an  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  Azores, 
was  their  boundary :  and  thus  each  nation  had  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  degrees,  within  which  they  might  efta- 
blifli  fettlements  and  extend  their  difcoveries.  And  a 
papal  bull,  which,  for  obvious  reafons,  prohibited  the  pro- 
pagatipn  of  the  gofpcl  in  thefe  bounds  by  the  fubjedls  of 
any  other  ftate,  confirmed  this  amicable  and  extra* 
ordinary  treaty. 

Soon  after  this,  while  the  thoughts  of  king  John  were 
intent  on  the  difcovery  of  India,  his  preparations  were  in- 
terrupted by  his  death.  But  his  earneft  defires  and  great 
defigns  were  inherited,  together  with  his  crown,  by  his 
coufin  Emmanuel.  And  in  1497,  the  year  before  Colum- 
bus made  the  voyage  which  difcovered  the  mouth  of  the 

2  river 
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^vet  Oroiloko,  Vafco  de  Gama  failed  from  the  Tagus  on 
the  difcovcry  of  Indian 

or  this  voyage,  the  fubjefl:  of  the  LuCad,  itianjr  parti- 
culars arc  neccffarily  mentioned  in  the  notes ;  we  Ihall 
therefore  only  allude  to  thefe,  but  be  more  explicit  on  the 
others,  which  arc  Omitted  by  Camoens,  in  obedience  to  the 
rules  of  the  Epopocia, 

Notwithftanding  the  full  tori'ent  of  popular  clailiout 
dgaihft  the  undertaking,  Emmanuel  was  determined  to 
profecute  the  viev^s  of  Prince  Heiiry  arid  John  II.  Three 
floops  of  war  and  a  ftore-fhip  manned  with  only  ido  liiert 
were  fitted  out ;  for  hoftility  was  not  the  purpbfc  of  this 
humane  expedition.  Vafco  de  Gama,  a  gentleman  of 
good  family,'  who,  in  a  war  with  the  French,  had  given 
fignal  proofs  of  his  naval  fkill,  was  commiffioned  admiral 
and  general,  and  his  brother  Paul,  for  whom  he  bore  the 
fincereft  afFeftion,  with  his  friend  Nicholas  Coello,  were 
at  his  requeft  appointed  to  command  under  him.  All  the 
cnthufiafm  of  defire  to  accomplifti  his  end,  joined  with 
the  greateft  heroifm,  the  quickeft  penetration,  and  coolefl: 
prudence,  united  to  form  the  cliara£l:er  of  Gama,  On  his 
appointment  to  the  command,  he  declared  to  the  king 
that  his  mind  had  long  afpired  to  this  expedition.  The 
king  exprefled  great  confidence  in  his  prudence  and  ho- 
nour, and  gave  him,  with  h|s  own  hand,  the  colours  which 
he  was  to  carry.  On  this  banner,  which  bore  the  crofs  of 
the  military  order  of  Chrift,  Gama^  with  great  enthufiafm 
Vol.  I.  e  t# 
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to  merit  the  honours  beftowed  Upon  him»  took  the  oath  of 
fidelity. 

About  four  miles  from  Lifton  there  is  a  chapel  pn  the 
fea  fide.  To  this,  the  day  before  their  departure,  Gama 
condufled  the  companions  of  his  expedition.  He  was  to 
en<;ounter  an  ocean  untried,  and, dreaded  as  unnavigable; 
and  he  knew  the  force  of  the  ties  of  religion  on  minds 
which  are  not  inclined  to  difpute  its  authority.  The 
whole  night  was  fpent  in  the  chapel,  in  prayers  for  fuc- 
cefs,  and  in  the  rites  of  their  devotion.  On  the  next 
day,  when  the  adventurers  marched  to  the  (hips,  jhc 
(hore  of  Belem  *  prefented  one  of  the  naoft  folemn  aqd 
afifeSing  fcenes  perhaps  recorded  in  hiftory.  The  beach 
was  covered  with  the  inhabitants  of  Lifbon.  A  numerous 
proceffion  of  priefts  in  their  robes  funganthems  and  of- 
fered up  invocations  to  heaven,  Every  one  beheld  the 
adventurers  as  brave  innocent  men  going  to  a  dreadful 
execution,  as  ruflung  upon  certain,  death ;  and  the  vaft 
multitude  caught  the  fire  of  devotion,  and  joined  aloud  in 
the  prayers  for  fucgefs.  The  relations,  friends,  and  ac- 
quaintance of  the  voyagers  wepr ;  all  were  afFefted ;  the 
Cgh  was  general ;  Gama  himfelf  flied  fome  manly  tears  on 
parting,  with  his  friends  ;  but  he  hurried  over  the  tender 
fcene,  and  haftened  aboard  with  all  the  alacrity  of  hope. 
Immediately  he  gave  his  fails  to  the  wind,  and  fo  much 
alFcdled  were  the  many  thoufands  who  beheld  his  de- 
parture,  that  they  remained  immoveable  on  the  (hore  till 
the  fleet,  under  full  fail,  evaniflied  from  their  fight. 

It 
•  Or  Bethlehem,  fa  named  from  the  chapel. 


THE  mSCOVEftY  OF  INDIA.        Iitil 

II  was  dtt  the  eighth  &f  Jaly  ijtrhfcrt  Gaftia  left  the  Tagiis. 
Tht  flag  {hip  wag  Commanded  by  htntfcif,  tl^  fecMd  by 
hia  brother^  the  third  by  Coeilo^  and  the  ft6t«^{h({>  bf 
GdttCalo  Nimid;  Several  intefpreterS}  ftill^'lii^'  ^t  Elhio- 
pi^tl^  Atatiic,  Und  othet  dtiental  larrg^i^Hs, '  Went  ^itg 
\Hth  thetn4  Ten  itialefaddtS)  ftien  (^  uUIittes,  whofii 
fentences  of  deadi  were  reveffed,  oh  cotiditn^n-tyf  thetf 
obedience  to  Gama  in  whatever  embsffies  br  dai^get^ 
among  the  barbarisms  he  might  f(hinti|^r6per't6  employ 
them/  were  alfo  on  board.  The  fietl,  :fd¥di^ted  by  the 
weather^  pafied  the  Oanory  md  iCape  d«V\efde  iikndsi 
but  had' now  to  encooAtarr  other  fortone;^  Sometime^ 
flopped  by  dead  calnu^  but  for  the  moft  part  toft  by 
tempeiU^  which  increafed  their  Tiolence  smd  horrors  da 
they  proceeded  to  the  fotfth.  Thw  d^Htdft  fdr  to  fea^ 
they  laboured  through  that  Mride  o^a<i  which  furtouiids 
StHd<itia,  in  feas^  layd  F^tia^  unkiiowifi  16  ^t^ortu-* 
guefe  difcorerdrs,  none  of  Whom  had  (Idled  fo  Ur  to  the 
weft,  f  rota  die  alith  of  jfuly,  the  day  thef  pafled  the 
ifle  of  Sti  James,  they  hid  fteh  ho  ihorti ;  and  now  oti 
November  the  4th  they  Were  happily  Itllevdd  by  th^  fight 
of  land*  The  fleet  ah^^hc^^  Iti  a  large  b^y  ^i'  and  Coelld 
wi»  feht  to  fearch  Of  a  rl^f,  wherfl  Aey  might  tak^  1ft 
wood  aftd  fr^fli  watei?.  ridviiig  fofend  «iU  codV^tenf  ht 
their  purpofe,  the  fleet  made  toward  it,  and  Gama,  whofe 
didets  Were  to  acqU^iit  hlfiifelf  With  ^  diafitiibfs  of  the 
people  wherever  ht  touehedj  6txleted  a  patty  of  hi6  mcrt 
to  bi^  Um  foftie  of  tht  natives  by  force  ot  ftrafagem. 

One 

•  Now  caUed  St.  Helen's. 
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One  they  caught  as  he  was  gathering  honey  on.  the  fide 
of  a  mountain,  and  brought  him  to  the  ihips.    He  e}t-< 
pref&d  the  greateft  indiflFerence  for  the  gold, and  fine 
clothes  w'hich  they  ihewed  him>  but  was  greatly  delight^ 
ed  with  fome  glafles  and  little  brafs  bells.     Tbcfe  \(ritb 
great  joy  he  accepted,  and  was  fet  on  fhore ;  and  foon 
after  many  of  the  blacks  came  for,  and  were  gratified  widi 
the  like  trifles}  and  for  which-  in  return  they. gave  great 
plenty  of  their  beft  provifiohs.     None  t)f.  Gama's  inter- 
pretef8>  however,  could  under ftand  a  word  of  their  Ian- 
guage,'  or  receive  any  informatiem  of  India.  :  And  the 
friendly  intercourfe  between  the  fleet  and  the  natives  was' 
foon  interrupted  by  the  imprudence  of  Velofo  ♦,  a  young 
Portuguefe,  which  occafioned  a  fcuflie,  wherein  Gama's. 
life  was  endangered.     Gama  and  fome  others  were  on 
0iore  taking  the  altitude  of  the  fun,  when  in  confequence 
of  Velofo's  raflmefs  they  wete 'attacked  by  the  blacks  with 
great  fury/'   Gama  defended  himfelf  with  an  oar,  and 
received  a  dart  in  his  foot.    Sevefal  others  were  likcwifc 
wounded,  and  they  found  their  fafety  in  retreat.    The 
(hot  from  the  fliips  faciliuted  their  efcape,  and  Gama 
efteeming  it  imprudent  to  wafte  his  (Irength  in  attempts 
entirely  foreign  to  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  weighed  an- 
chor,  and  fteered  in  fearch  of  the  extremity  of  Afric. 

In  this  part  of  the  voyage,  fays  Oforius,  the  heroifm  of 
Gama  was  greatly  difplayed.  The  waves  fwellcd  like 
mountains  in  height,  the  (hips  fcemed  now  heaved  up  to 

the 

,  *  See  the  note,  p,  58.  vol.  ii. 
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the  clouds,  and  tUbW  appeared  as  precipitated  by  gulphy 
whirlpools  to  the  bed  of  the  ocean.  The  winds  were 
piercing  cold,  and  fo  boifterous  that  the  pilot's  voice 
-  could  feldom  be  heard,  and  a  difmal,  almoft  continual 
darknefs,  which  at  that  tenapeftuous  feafon  involves  thefe 
feasy  added  all  its  horrors.  Sometimes  the  ftorm  drove 
them  fbuthward,  at  other  times  they  were  obliged  to  ftand 
on  the  tack,  and  yield  to  its  fury,  prcferving  what  they 
had  gained  with  the  greateft  difficulty. 

With  fuch  mad  feas  the  daring  Gama  fought 
For  many  a  day,  and  many  a  dreadful  night, 
Inceflant  labouring  round  the  ftormy  Cape, 
By  bold  ambition  led——  Thomson* 

During  any  gloomy  interval  of  the  ftorm,  the  failors, 
wearied  out  with  fatigue,  and  abandoned  to  defpair,  fur-» 
rounded  Gama,  and  implored  him  not  to  fuiFer  himfelf, 
and  thofe  committed  to  his  care,  to  perifti  by  fo  dreadful 
a  death*  The  impoffibility  that  men  fo  weakened  fliould 
ftand  it  much  longer,  and  the  opinion  that  this  ocean  was 
torn  by  eternal  tempefts,  and  therefore  had  hitherto  been, 
and  was  impaffable,  were  urged.  But  Gama's  refolution 
to  proceed  was  unalterable.  A  formidable  confpiracy  was 
then  formed  againft  his  life ;  but  his  brother  difcovered 
it,  and  the  courage  and  prudence  of  Gama  defeated  its 
iefign  K    He  put  the  chief  confpirators  and  all  the  pilots 

in 

•  The  voyage  of  Gama  has  been  called  merely  a  coafting  one,  and  thcre- 
fi>re  much  lefs  dangerous  and  heroical  than  that  of  Columbus,  or  of  Magal- 
liaens.  But  this,  it  is  prefumed,  is  one  of  the  opinions  haftUy  t^ken  up, 
jand  founded  on  ignorance,  ColumbHsiuid  Magalhaeos  unde/topk  to  navigate 

e  3  unknown 
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in  irons,' and  he  himfelf,  his  brotlier)  G)ellO|  and  fomo 
Others,  ftood  night  and  day  to  the  helmis,  and  dire£ked 

the 

unknown  oceans,  and  (6  did  Cama ;   with  this  difference,  that  the  ocean 
around  the  Capo  of  Go6d  Hope,  which  Oama  was  to  encounter,  was  be- 
lieved tp  be,  ^ad  had  be^n  avoided  by  Diaz,  as  impaHable.    Prince  Henry 
fuggcftcd  that  the  current  of  Cape  Bojador  might  be  avoided  by  ftanding  to 
Tea,  and  thus  that  cape  was  fi^A  pafled.    Gama  for  this  reafim  did  not  coaA, 
but  flcKxl  ^  (ea  for  upward$  of  three  months  of  teinpc(|uous  weftther*    Tiie 
tempers  which  affli£ted  Columbus  and  Magalhaens,  are  by  their  different 
hiAorians  defcribed  with  oireumftances  of  lefs  horror  and  danger  th^o  tholb 
which  attacked  Gama.    All  the  three  commanders  were  endangered  by 
mutiny ;  but  non9  of  thi^lr  crews,  (hve  Gama's,  coyld  urgje  the  opinion  of 
ages,  and  the  exampk  of  a  living  capt^iiU  t^i^t  the  dreadful  oce^n  wl\ioh  they 
attempted  was  unn^vigable,  Cplumbi^s  and  Magalhaens  always  £pund  means, 
after  detecting  a  confpiracy,  to  keep  the  reft  in  hope ;  but  Gama*s  men, 
when  he  put  the  pilots  in  irons,  continued  in  the  utmoft  defpair.  ■  Columbus 
was  indeed  ill  obeyed;  Magalhaens  fometimes  little  better:  but  nothing, 
favc  the  wonderful  authority  of  G^mg's  qQipmand,  could  hfve  led  hijs  ^nw 
through  the  tcropeft  which  he  furmounted  ere  he  doubled  tlie  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.    Cplumbus,  with  i>is  crew,  muft  have  returned.     The  expedients 
vrjth  which  he  Sifed  19  foothe  th^np,"  would,  ynder  his  authority,    have  h«i 
DO  avail  in  the  ten\peil  which  Gama  rode  through.    From  every  circumftance 
it  is  evidcm  that  Gama  had  determined  not  to  return,  unleft  he  fbund  India. 
Nothiog  leis  than  fuch  refoiution  to  peri(h.  or  9tt^n  hit  poiat  could  have  kd 
him  on.     But  Columbus,  ill  obeyed  indeed,  returned  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Oronoko,  before  he  had  made  a  certain  difcovery  whether  the  land  was 
i/k  or  continent.    Wlien  Gama  met  a  firoQg  current  off  Ethiopia^  he  bore 
on,  though  driven  from  his  9ourf(f.    Cpluflibus  ftcering  fouthward  in  iearch 
of  continent,  met  great  currents.     He  imagined  they  were  the  riling  of  the 
iea  towards  t[ie  canopy  of  heaven,  which  for  aught  he  knew,  fay  the  authors 
f  f  the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  they  might  tpwch  towards  the  fouth.      He  the.f?- 
fore  turned  his  courfe,  and  fteered  to  the  weft.     The  paffmg  of  the  ftraits  of 
Magellan,  however  hazardous,  was  not  attended  with  fuch  danger  as  Gtma 
exper^nced  at  the  Cape*    The  attempt  to  ci;ois  the  Pa;;i6c  was  greaUy  dar- 
ing, but  his  voyage  In  that  fea  Was  happy.    The  navigation  of  the  ftraits  of 
Kfagellan  and  the  Pacific  are  in  this  country  little  known ;  but  the  courfe  of 
Gama  is  at  this  day  inhnitely  more  hazardous  tl>an  that  of  Columbus.     If 
Columbus  found-  na  pilots  tD  coikUiA  Mm,  but  encountered  Hs  greateft 
dangers  in  (bun^ng  his'courib  ftiwMig  the  ihiimtohs  weftem  idands,  Gama, 
though  h)  the  fndian  ocfan  affilied  by  pil*«s>  had  a»  great  trials  of  his  valour, 
and  mueh  greater-  aM$«l  Jili  y/OAm^    Tbe  warlike  itre^gth,  aad  deep 

:  treacherous 
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thcCdutft.  At  laft,  after  having  many  days,  with  un- 
conqiiered  mind^  withftppd  the  tempeft  and  an  enraged 
fnutinjf  {moltmperfidutf)  the  ftpirn  fuddenly  ccafcd,  and 
they  beheld  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.* 

On  November  the  ;2Qth  all  the  fleet  doubled  that  pn>- 
montory,  and  (leering  nc^rthward,  cpaft^d  along  a  rich  and 
beaotiftil  fhorc,  adarmid  with  larg^  foreft^  and  numberleis 
Jicrds  of  eattle.  AU  w^s  now  alacrity  (  the  hope  that 
they  had  furmduoted  every  4ang^r  f^iv€^  their  fpirits, 
aod  tba  adiniral  wa^  beloved  a^d  admired*  Here,  and  at 
^e  Bay^  which  they  named  St.  Bias,  they  took  in  prpvi- 
fions,  and  beheld  thofc  beautiful  rurftj  fcenesj  <(lef((ribcd 
by  Camoeds.  And  here  the  ftor^-iloopi  now  of  no  far- 
ther {ervlce,  was  burnt  by  order  of  t^  admiral.  On  De- 
cember the  8th  a  violent  ftorm  drove  4;be  ^t  from  the 
•fight  of  landf  and  carried  them  to  that  dreadful  *  curr^^ 
which  made,  the  Moors  deem  i't  impgflible  to  dquble  (h^ 
Cape.  Gama^  however^  though  4»nhappy  in  th^  tim^  of 
•oavigatiiig  thefe  fcas»  w«$  iafely  carried  over  the  current 
•by  the  Tioknce  of.  ^a  temped  s  ^nd  haying  r^povered  the 

^fatof  ]aad>  aa  hia  fa£eft  ^ourfe^  b^  ft^i&red  northward 

along 

treadMFeiH  m$  of  the  Moort,  wi»  aot  fouiut  in  the  we#.  AU  wasi  ^mpXi^ 
cUy  among  tke  natives  there.  Th^  prudence  and  forefight  of  Gama  and 
Columbus  were  of  the  higheil  rate ;  Magalh^eh's  Ws  5n  thefe  fornnlitfts 
rather  inferior.  He  lod  his  own,  and  ^  li¥<s  «f  tho  greateil  part  of  his 
crew,  by  hazarding  a  land  engagement  at  the  advice  of  a  judicial  adrologer. 
See  the  note  on  this  line ; 

Ito  mateb  tiy  deedtjbiil  MsgMlha§Ht  afffin.  LvmMh  X» 

•  Yhis  e«rtent  run^  MtWeeti  the  t[»ft  fixttft  tbcaeCnUbed  Gernetttce,  aodl 
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along  the  coaft.  On  the  loth  of  January  they  defcried, 
about  230  miles  from  their  lafl:  watering  place,  fome  beau<- 
tiful  iilands,  with  herds  of  cattle  frifldng  in  the  meadows. 
It  was  a  profound  calm,  and  Gama  ftood  near  to  land* 
The  natives  of  this  place,  which  he  named  Terra  de 
Natal,  were  better  drefled  and  more  civilized  than  tbofe 
they  had  hitherto  feen.  An  exchange  of  prefents  was 
made,  and  the  black  king  was  fo  pleafed  with  the  polite*- 
nefs  of  Gama,  that  he  came  aboard  his  (hip  to  fee  him. 
On  the  15th  of  January,  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening,  they 
came  to  the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  whofe  banks  were 
ihaded  with  trees  loaded  with  fruit.  On  the  return  of 
day  they  faw  feveral  little  boats  with  palm-tree  leaves 
making  towards  them,  and  the  natives  came  aboard  with- 
out hefitation  or  fear.  Gama  received  them  kindly,  gave 
them  an  entertainment,  and  fome  filken  garments,  which 
they  received  with  vifible  joy.  Only  one  of  them  how- 
ever could  fpeak  a  little  broken  Arabic.  From  him  Feman 
Martinho  learned,  that  not  far  diftant  was  a  country 
where  (hips,'  in  (hape  and  fize  like  Gama's,  frequently  re- 
forted.  Hitherto  Gama  had  found  only  the  rudeft  harba<- 
Tians  on  the  coafts  of  Africa,  alike  ignorant  of  India  and 
of  the  naval  art.  The  information  he  here  received,  that 
he  was  drawing  near  to  civilized  countries,  gave  the  adr 
venturers  great  fpirits,  and  the  admiral  named  this  place 
The  River  pf  Good  Signs, 

Here,  while  Gama  careened  and  refitted  his  (hips,  the 
crews  were  attacked  with  a  violent  fcurvy,  which  carried 
gf  fipvera}  of  his  men.    Hiiving  tdken  in  freib'  provifionst 


THE  DISCOVERT  OF  INDIA.       Ixxiu 

on  the  24th  of  February  he  fet  fail,  and  on  the  firft  of 
March  they  defcrled  four  iflands  on  the  coaft  of  Mozam- 
bic.  From  one  of  thcfe  they  perceived  feven  veflels  in 
full  fail  bearing  toward  them.  *  Thefe  knew  Gama's  (hip 
by  the  admiral's  enGgn,  and  made  up  to  her,  faluting  her 
with  loud  huzzas  and  their  inftruments  of  mufic.  Gama 
received  them  aboard,  and  entertained  them  with  great 
kindnefsv  The  interpreters  talked  with  them  iu  Arabic, 
The  ifland,  in  which  was  the  principal  harbour  and  trad- 
ing town,  they  faid,  was  governed  by  a  deputy  of  the 
king  of  Quiloa  ;  and  many  Saracen  merchants,  they  added, 
were  fettled  here,  who  traded  with  Arabia,  India,  and 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Gama  was  overjoyed,  and  the 
crew  with  uplifted  hands  returned  thanks  to  heaven. 

Pleafed  with  the  prefents  which  Gamia  fent  him,  and 
imagining  that  the  Portuguefe  were  Mohammedans  from 
Morocco,  Zacocia  the  governor,  drefled  in  rich  embroi- 
dery, came  to  congratulate  the  admiral  on  his  arrival  in 
the  Eaft.  As  he  approached  the  (hips  in  great  pomp, 
Gama  removed  the  fick  out  of  fight,  and  ordered  all  thofc 
in  health  to  attend  above  deck,  armed  in  the  Portuguefe 
manner ;  for  he  forefaw  what  would  happen  when  the 
Mohammedans  fliould  difcover  their  miftake.  During 
the  entertainment  provided  for  him,  Zacocia  feemed  highly 
pleafed,  and  aflced  feveral  queftions  about  the  arms  and 
religion  of  the  ftrangers.  Gama  (hewed  them  his  arms, 
^nd  explained  the  force  of  his  cannon,  but  he  did  not 
^Sc€t  to  know  much  about  religion  ;  however  he  frankly 
|>romifed  to  fliew  him  his  books  of  devotion  whenever  « 

few 
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few  days  refrefliment  fliould  give  him  a  more,  conrenicnt 
time.  In  the  meanwhile  he  intreated  Zacocia  to  fend 
him  fome  pilots  who  might  conduA  him  to  India.  Two 
pilots  were  next  day  brought  by  the  governor,  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  folemnly  concluded,  and  every  office  of  mutual 
friesdfiiip  feemed  to  promife  a  lading  harmony.  But  it 
wa6  foon  interrupted.  Zacocia,  as  foon  as  he  found  the 
Portuguefe  were  Chriftians,  ufed  every  endeavour  to  do- 
ftroy  them.  The  life  of  Gama  was  attempted.  One  pf 
the  Moorifli  pilots  deferted,  and  fome  of  the  Portuguef<^ 
who  were  on  dore  to  get  frefh  water,  were  attacked  by 
ieyen  barks  of  the  natives,  but  were  refcued  by  a  timely 
afiiftance  from  the  Ihips, 

Befides  the  hatred  of  the  Chriftian  name,  infpired  by 
their  religion,  thefe  Mohammedan  Arabs  had  other  rea- 
fons  to  wifh  the  deftru£iion  of  Gama.  Before  this  period^ 
they  were  almoft  the  only  merchants  of  the  Eaft.  Though 
without  any  empire  in  a  mother  country,  they  were 
bound  togethev  by  language  and  religion,  and  like  the  nuv- 
dem  Jews,  were  united  together,  though  fcattered  over 
various  countries*  Though  they  efteemed  the  current  off 
Cape  Gorrientes,  and  the  tempeftuous  feas  around  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  impaflable,  they  were  the  fole 
mafters  of  the  Ethiopian,  Arabian,  and  Indian  feas ;  and 
h^A  colonies  in  every  place  convenient  for  trade  on  thefe 
coafts.  This  crafty  mercantile  people  clearly  forefaw  the 
confequencea  of  the  arrival  of  Europeans,  and  every  art 
was  foon  exerted  to  prevent  fuch  formidable  rivals  from 
efieding  any  £bttlement  in  the  £aft.    To  thefe  Mohanv 

medan 
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m^clan  tr^dersj  the  Portqguefe,  on  account  of  their  relU 
gion»  gsMre  the  name  of  Moors. 

Immediately,  »ftcr  the  fkirmiih  at  the  watering-place, 
Gama,  having  one  Moori(h  pilot,  fet  (ail,  but  was  foon 
driven  back  to  the  fame  ifland  by  tempeftuous  weather. 
He  now  refolyed  to  take  in  freflx  water  by  force^  The 
M.OOVS  perceived  his  intention,  about  two  thoufand  of 
whom  rifing  from  ambufli,  attacked  the  Portuguefe  de«> 
tachment.  But  the  prudence  of  Gama  had  not  been 
afleep.  His  (hips  were  ftationed  with  art,  and  his  artiU 
lery  not  only  difperfed  the  hoftile  Moors,  but  reduced 
their  to(wn>  which  was  built  of  wood,  into  a^  heap  of 
zftiGS,  Among  fome  prifoners  taken  by  Paulus  de  Gami 
was  a  pilot,  and  Zacocia  begging  forgivenefs  for  his  trea* 
chery,  fent  another,  whofe  fkill  in  navigation  he  greatly 
commended. 

A  war  with  the  Moors  was  now  begun.  Gama  per- 
ceived that  theiv  jealoufy  of  European  rivals  gave  him  no- 
thing to  expeft  but  fecret  treachery  and  open  hoftifity; 
imd  he  knew  what  numerous  colonies  they  had  on  every 
trading  coaft  of  the  Eaft.  To  imprefs  them  therefore 
wkh  th<j  terror  of  his  armd  on  their  firft  aift  of  treachery 
was  worthy  of  a  great  commander.  Npr  was  he  remifs  in 
his  attention  to  the  chief  pilot,  who*  had  been  laft  fent. 
He  perceived  in  him  a  kind  of  anxious  endeavour  to  bear 
near  fome  little  iflands,  and  fufpeding  there  were  unfeen 
rocks  in  that  courfe,  he  confidently  charged  the  pilot  with 
guilt,  and  ordered  him  to  be  feverely  whipped.  The  pu- 
2  nifhment 
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niihment  produced  a  confeflion,  and  promifes  of  fidelity; 
And  he  now  advifed  Gama  to  ftand  for  Quiloa,  which  he 
aflured  him  was  inhabited  by  Chriftians.  Three  Ethiopian 
Chriftians  had  come  aboard  while  at  Zacocia's  ifland,  and 
the  Cttrrent  opinions  of  Preftor  John's  country  inclined 
Gama  to  try  if  he  could  find  a  port,  where  he  might  ex- 
pe£t  the  afliftance  of  a  people  of  his  own  religion.  A 
violent  ftorm,  however,  drove  the  fleet  from  Quiloa,  and 
being  now  near  Mombaze,  the  pilot  advifed  him  to  enter 
that  harbour^  where,  he  faid,  there  were  alfo  many 
Chriftians. 

Tlie  city  of  Mombaza  is  agreeably  fituated  on  an  ifland, 
formed  by  a  river  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  by 
two  mouths.  The  buildings  are  lofty  and  of  firm  ftone^ 
and  the  country  abounds  with  fruit  trees  and  cattle. 
Gama,  happy  to  find  a  harbour  where  every  thing  wore 
the  appearance  of  civilization,  ordered  the  (hips  to  caft 
anchor,  which  was  fcarcely  done,  when  a  galley  in  which 
were  loo  men  in  Turkifli  habit,  armed  with  bucklers  and 
fabres,  rowed  up  to  the  flag  (hip.  All  of  thefe  feemed 
defirous  to  come  aboard,  but  only  four,  who  by  their 
drefs  feemed  oiEcers,  were  admitted ;  nor  were  thefe  zU 
lowed,  till  ftript  of  their  arms.  As  foon  as  on  boards 
they  extolled  the  prudence  of  Gama  in  refufing  admit- 
tance to  armed  ftrangers ;  and  by  their  behaviour  feemed 
defirous  to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  the  adventurers. 
Their  country,  they  boafted,  contained  all  the  riches  of 
India,  and  their  king,  they  profefled,  was  ambitious  of 
entering  into  a  friendly  treaty  with  the  Fortuguefe,  with 

whofe 


THE  DISCOVERT  OF  INDIA.      Ixxrit 

whofe  renown  he  was  well  acquainted.  And  that  a  con« 
ference  with  his  majefty  and  the  offices  of  frtendfliip 
might  be  rendered- more  convenient,  Gama  was  requefted 
and  advifed  to  enter  the  harbour.  As  no  place  could  be 
more  commodious  for  the  recorery  of  the  fick,  and  the 
whole  fleet  was  fickly,  Gama  refolved  to  enter  the  port ; 
aiid  in  the  mean  while  fent  two  of  the  pardoned  crimi« 
nals  as  an  embafly  to  the  king.  Thefe  the  king  treated 
with  the  greateft  kindnefs,  ordered  his  officers  to  (hew 
diem  the  ftrength  and  opulence  of  his  city ;  and  on  their 
return  to  the  navy,  he  fent  a  prefent  to  Gama  of  the  moft 
Yal'uable  fpices,  of  which  he  boafted  fuch  abundance,  that 
the  Portuguefcj  he  faid,  if  they  regarded  their  own  intc- 
rcft,  would  feek  for  no  other  India. 

To  malce  treaties  of  commerce  was  the  bufinefs  of 
Gama;  one  fo  advantageous,  and  fo  defired  by  the  iia- 
tives,  was  therefore  not  to  be  refufed.  Fully  fatisfied  bf 
the  report  of  his  fples,  he  ordered  to  weigh  anchor,  and 
enter  the  harbour.  His  own  fliip  led  the  way,  when  a 
fudden  violence  of  the  tide  made  Gama  appr^henftve  of 
running  agrourid.  He  therefore  ordered  his  fails  to  be 
furled  and  the  anchors  to  be  dropt,  and  gave  a  Ggnal  for 
the  others  to  follow  his  example.  This  manoeuvre,  and 
the  Cries  of  the  failors  in  executing  it,  alarmed  the  Mo- 
zambic  pilots.  Copfcious  of  their  treachery,  they  thought 
their  defign  was  difcovered,  and  leapt  into  the  fea. 
Some  boats  of  Mombaza  took  them  up,  and  refuGng  to 
put  them  on  board,  fet  them  fafely  on  fliore,  though  the 
Admiral  repeatedly  demanded  the  reftoration  of  the  pilots. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  circumftances,  evident  ptoof$  of  treachery^  were 
farther  confirmed  by  the  behaviour  of  the  king  of  Mom<* 
baza.  In  the  middle  of  the  night  Gama  thought  he  heard 
fome  noife^and  on  examination,  found  his  (hips  furrounded 
by  a  great  number  of  Moors,  who,  in  the  utmofl  privacy^ 
endeavoured  to  cut  his  cables.  But  their  fcheme'wat  , 
defeated;  and  fome  Arabs,  who  remained  an  boak:d^. 
confefled  that  no  Chriftian^  were  refident  either  at  Quiioa^  ■ 
or  Mombaza.  The  ftorm  which  drove  them  fromthe* 
one  place,  and  their  late  efcape  at  the  other,  were  ncnrr 
beheld  as  manifeilations  of  the  Divine  favour ;  and  Gd«* 
ma,  holding  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  aicribed  his  fafety  to 
the  care  of  Providence  ♦.  Two  days,  however^  elapfed; 
before  they  could  get  clear  of  the  rocky  bay  of  Mom«. 
baze,  and  having  now  ventured  to  hoift  their  fails,  they 
fteered  for  Melinda,  a  porti  they  had  been  told,  where 
many  merchants  from  India  reforted.  In  their  way  thi** 
ther  they  took  a  Mo^oriih  veffel,  out  of  which  Gama  fc^ 
kdled  fourteen  prifoncrs,  one  of.  whom  he  perceived  by 
his  mien  to  be  a  perfon  of  diftinftion.  By  this  Saracen 
Gama  was  informed,  that  he  was  near  Melinda,  that  the 
king  was  hofpitable,  and  celebrated  for  his  faith,  and  that 
four  (hips  from  India,  commanded  by  Chriilian  maftersi 
were  in  that  harbour.  The  Saracen  alfo  offered  to  go  as 
Gama*s  meflenger  to  the  king,  and  promifed  to  procure 
him  an  able  pilot  to  condu£t  him  to  Calicut,  the  chief 
port  of  India. 

As 


•  It  afterwards  appeared^  that  the  Moorifh  king  of  Mombaza  had  be^ 
Informed  of  what  happened  at  Mozambic,  and  intended  to  revenge  it  by  the 
total  dvftrudUon  of  the  fleet. 
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As  tl\^  coaft  of  Melinda  appeared  to  be  dangerous^ 
Gama  atithored  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city,  and  un« 
wiUin^  to.  hazard  any  of  his  iheni  he  landed  the  Saracen 
on  at|  ifland  oppoifite  to  the  town.  This  was  obferved^ 
ahd  die  ftrangcir  wad  brought  before  the  king,  to  whont 
he  'gave  fo  fairourable  an  account  of  the  poHtenefs  and 
humanity  of  Gama,  that  a  prefent  of  feveral  £hecp»  and 
fruits  of  all  fortSy  was  fent  by  his  majefty  to  the  admiral, 
who  had  the  happinefs  to  find  the  truth  of  what  his  prr* 
ibner  had  told  him»  confirmed  by  the  mailers  of  the  four 
fiiips  from  India.  Thefe  were  Chrlftians  from  Cambaya« 
They  were  tranfported  with  joy  on  the  arrival  of  the  Por- 
tuguefey  at^d  gaVe  feveral  uftful  inftruflions  to  the  ad-* 
ifiirah 

The  city'of  Melinda  was  ficuated  in  a  fertile  plain,  fur^ 
rounded  wkh  guldens  and  groves  of  orange-trees,  whofe 
flowers  diffufed  a  mod  grateful  odour.  The  pafture^ 
were  covered  with  herds,  and  tbehpufes,  built  of  fijuai^ 
fixines,  were  both  elegant  and  magfiificenu  Defirous  to 
make  nA  illianee  wjth  fuch  a  ftatc*  Gama  rccjuited  the 
ci:vility  of  the  king  with  the  mod  grateful  acknowledge 
t»em».  He  drew  neater  tlie  (bore,  and  urged  his  inftruc- 
ti6n^  as  apology  for  not  landing  to  wait  upon  his  majefty 
in  perfon*  The  apology  was  accepted ;  and  the  kingi 
whofe  iige>and  infirmities  prevented  himfeif,  fent  his  fbn 
to  congratulate  Gama,  and  enter  into  a  treaty  of  friend- 
ihip.  The  prince,  who  had  fometime  governed  under  the 
diredion  of  his  father^  came  in  great  pomp.  His  drefs 
was  rdyally  magnificent,  the  nobles  Whb  attended  him 

difplayed 
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difplayed  all  the  riches  of  filk  and  embroiderer^  and  ih6 
mufic  of  Melinda  refounded  all  over  the  bay.  Gama^  to 
exprefs  his  regard,  met  him  in  the  admiraFs  barge^ 
The  prince,  as  foon  as  he  came  up,  leapt  into  it,-  and 
diftinguifhing  the  admiral  by  his  habit,  embraced  him  with 
all  the  intimacy  of  old  friendftiip.  In  their  converfation^ 
which  was  long  and  fprightly,  he  difcovered  nothing  of 
the  barbarian,,  fays  Oforius,  but  in  every  thing  fliewed  an 
intelligence  and  politenefs  worthy  of  his  high  rank.  .He 
accepted  the  fourteen  Moors,  whom  Gama  gave  to  him^ 
with  great  pleafure.  He  feemed  to  view  Gama  with  en-« 
thufiafm,  and  confefled  that  the  make  of  the  Portuguefe 
(hips,  fo  much  fuperior  to  what  he  had  feen,  convinced 
him  of  the  greatnefs  of  that  people.  He  gave  Gama  an 
-able  pilot,  named  Melemo  Cana,  to  conduft  him  to  Cali- 
cut; and  requefted,  that  on  his  return  to  Europe^  he 
would  carry  an  ambafTador  with  him  to  the  court  of  Lif« 
bon.  During  the  few  days  the  fleet  ftayed  at  Melinda^ 
the  mutual  friendihip  increafed,  and  a  treaty  of  alliance 
was  concluded.  And  now,  on  April  22,  refigning  the 
helm  to  his  fkilful  and  honeft  pilot,  Gama  hoifted  fail  and 
fteefed  -to  the  north.  In  a  few  days  they  pafTed  the  line, 
and  the  Portuguefe  with  ecftafy  beheld  the  appearance  of 
their  native  fky.  Orion,  Urfa  major  and  minor,  and  the 
other  ftars  about  the  northern  pole,  were  now  a  more 
joyful  difcovery  than  the  fouth  *  pole  had  formerly  been 

to 

♦  A  circumftance  In  the  letters  of  Americo  Vefpucci  dcfcrvcs  remark. 
Defcribing  his  voyage  to  America,  having  pail  the  line,  fays  he,  «  e  come  d€m 
fdoojo  d'eJfvnAutort  cbtfegnajji  /^y?^//^—- defirous  to  be  the  namer  and  dlT- 
coverer  of  the  pole  ftar  of  the  other  hcmlfphere,  I  loft  my  Heep  many  nighu 
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to  them.  '  leaving 'pafTed  the  meridian,  the  pilot  now 
flood,  dire£l]y  to  the  Eaft,  through  the  Indian  ocean  ;  and 
after  failing  about  three  weeks,  he  had  the  ha^^inefs  to 
congratulate  pama  on  the-  view  of  the  mountains  of 
India.  Gama^  tranfported  with  extacy,  ^returned  thanks 
to  heaven,  and  ordered  all  his  priCbners  to  he  fet  at  liberty^ 
that  every  heart  might  tafte  of  the  joy  pf  his  fucc^efsful 
voyage.  ,3 

About  two  leagues  from  Calicut  Gama  ordered  the 
fliips  to  anchor,  and  was  fobn  furrounded  by  a  number  of 
boats.  By  one  of  thefe  he  fent  one  of  the  pardoned  cri- 
minals to  the  city.  The  appearance  of  unknown  veflels 
on  their  coaft  brought  immenfe  crowds  around  the  (Iran* 
ger,  who  no  fooner  entered  Calicut,  than  he  was  lifted 
from  his  feet  and  carried  hither  and  thither  by  the  con- 
courfc.  Though  the  populace  .  and  the  ftranger  were 
alike  eameft  to  be  underftood,  their  language  was  unin- 
telligible to  each  other,  till  happy  for  Gama  in  the  event, 
a  Moorifli  merchant  accofted  his  meffenger  in  the  Spanifli 

tongue. 

in  contemplating  the  fiars  of  the  other  pole.**  He  then  laments,  that  as  bis 
inftruments  could  not  difcover  any  ftar  of  lefs  motion  than  ten  degrees,  be 
had  not  the  fatisfad^ion  to  give  a  name  to  any  one.  But  as  he  obferved  four 
ilars,  in  form  of  an  almond,  which  had  but  little  motion,  he  hoped  in  his 
next  voyage  he  (hould  be  able  to  mark  them  out. — All  this  is  truly  curious, 
and  affords  a  good  comment  on  the  temper  of  the  man  who  had  the  art  to  de- 
fraud Columbus,  by  giving  bis  own  name  to  America,  of  which  be  clyilJenged 
the  difcovery.  Near  fifty  years  before  the  voyage  of  Amerigo  Vefpucci 
the  Portuguefe  had  crofled  the  line ;  and  Diaz  fourteen,  and  Gama  near 
three  years  before,  had  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  difcovered 
feven  Aars  in  the  conftellation  of  the  fouth  pole,  and  from  the  appearance  of 
the  four  moft  luminous,  had  given  it  the  name  of  %be  Crofs,  a  figure  which 
it  better  rcfembles  than  tiiat  of  an  almond. 
Vol.  I.  f 
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tongue.  The  next  day  this  Moor/ who  was  named  Men- 
zaida^  waited  upon  Gama  on  board  his  fhip.  H^  was  n 
native  of  Tunis,  and  the  chief  pcrfon,  he  faiS,  with 
whom  John  11.  kad  at  that  port  contrad^d  for  military 
ftores.  He  was  a  man  of  abilities  and  great  intelligence 
of  the  world,  and  an  admirer  of  the  Portuguefe  ralomr 
and  honour.  The  engaging  behaviour  of  Gama  height- 
ened his  efteem  into  the  fincereft  attachment.  He  of* 
fered  to  be  interpreter  for  the  admiral,  and  to  ferve  him 
in  whatever  befides  he  could  poi&bly  befriend  him.  And 
thus,  by  one  of  thofe  unforefecn  circumftances  which 
often  decide  the  greateft  events,  Gama  received  a  friend, 
who  foon  rendered  him  the  mod  critical  and  important 
fcrvice* 

At:the  firft  interview,  Monzaida  gave  Gama  the  fulleft 
information  of  the  clime,  extent,  cuftoms,  religions,  and 
various  riches  of  India,  the  commerce  of  the  Moors,  and 
the  charafter  of  the  fovereign.  Calicut  was  not  only  the 
imperial  city,  but  the  greateft  port.  The  king  or  Zamo- 
rim,  who  refided  here,  was  acknowledged  as  emperor  by 
the  neighbouring  princes;  and  as  his  revenue  confided 
chiefly  of  duties  on  merchandife,  he  had  always  encou- 
raged the  refort  of  foreigners  to  his  harbours. 

Fleafed  with  this  promifing  profpe£l,  Gama  fent  two 
6f  his  officers  with  Monzaida  to  wait  on  the  Zamorlm  at 
.his  palace  of  Pandarene,  a  few  miles  from  the  city* 
They  were  admitted  to  the  royal  apartment,  and  delivered 
their  embafTy ;  to  which  the  Zamorim  replied,  that  the 
arrival  of  the  admiral  of  fo  great  a  prince  as  Emmanuel, 

gave 
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g&y6  him  inexpreflible  pleafure,  and  that  he  would  wil*- 
tifigly  embrace  the  offered  alliance.  In  the  meanwbilef 
as  their  prefent  ftation  wais  extremely  dangerous,  he  ad- 
yifed  them  to  bring  the  ihip3  nearer  to  Pandarene,  and 
for  this  purpofe  he  fipnt  a  pilot  to  the  fleet. 

A  few  days  ^ter^.the  Zamorim  fent  hi$^r(l  miaifter^ 
or  Catual^  attended  \ij  feveral  of  the  Nayres,  or  nobility^ 
to  condud  Gama  to  the  royal  pahqe.  As  an  interview 
with  the  Zamorim  was  abiblutely  necefiary  to  complete 
the  purpofe  of  his  voyage,  Gama  immediately  agreed  to 
it,  though  the  treachery  he  had  already  experienced, 
fince  his  arrival  in  the  eaftern  feas,  (hewed  him  the  per^ 
fonal  danger  which  he  thus  hazarded.  He  gave  the  com- 
mand of  the  (hips  during  his  abfence  to  his  brother  Paulus 
and  his  friend  Coello  ;  and  in  the  orders  he  left  them  he 
difplayed  a  heroifm,  fuperior  to  that  of  Alexander  when  he 
croflTcd  the  Granicus.  That  of  the  Macedonian  was  fero- 
cious and  frantic,  the  offspring  of  vicious  ambition  j  that 
of  Gama  was  the  child  of  the  ftrongeft  reafon,  and  the 
moft  valorous  mental  dignity :  it  was  the  high  pride  of 
honour,  a  pride,  which  the  man,  who  in  the  fury  of 
battle  may  be  able  to  ra(h  on  to  the  mouth  of  a  cannon, 
may  be  utterly  incapable  of,  even  in  idea. 

The  revenue  of  the  Zamorim  arofe  chiefly  from  the 
traffic  of  the  Moors;  the  various  colonies  of  thefe  peo- 
ple were  combined  in  one  intereft,  and  the  jealoufy  and 
conftemation  which  his  arrival  in  the  eaftern  feas  had 
fjnread  among  ^hem,  were  circumftances  well  known  to 

fa  Gama: 
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Gama :  and  he  knew  alfo  what  he  had  to  expeft  both 
from  their  force  and  their  fr^ud.  But  duty  «nd  honour 
required  him  to  complete  the  pUfpofe  of  his  voyage.  He 
left  peremptory  command,  that  if  he  was  detained -a  pri- 
foner,  or  any  atfempt^miade  upon  his  life,  they  fhoiild  take 
no  ftep  to  fave  him,  to  give  ear  to  no  meffage  which 
might  come  in  his  name  for  fuch  pUfpofe,  and  to  enter 
into  no  negocration  on  his  behalf."  Though  they  were  to 
keep  fome  boats  near  the  fhore,  to  favour  his  efcslpe  if  he 
perceived  treachery  ere  detained  by  force;  yet  the  mo- 
ment that  force  rendered  his  efc^pe  impraQicable,  they 
were  to  fct  fail,  and  to  carry  the  tidings  of  the  difcovery 
of  India  to  the  king  of  iPortugal.  For  as  this  was  his 
only  concern,  he  would  fuffer  no  riik  that  might  lofe  a 
man,  or  endanger  the  homeward  voyage.  Having  left 
fhefe  unalterable  orders,  he  went  afliore  with  the  Catiial, 
attended  only  by  twelve  of  his  own  men,  for  he  would 
"not  weaken  the  naval  force,  though  he  knew  that  the  pomp 
of  attendance  would  have  been  greatly  in  his  favour  at 
the  court  of  India. 

As  foon  as  landed,  he  and  the  Catual  were  carried  in 
great  pomp,  in  fofas,  upon  men^s  (houlders,  to  the  chief 
temple  •,  and  from  thence,  amid  immeilfe  crouds,  to  the 
royal  palace.  The  apartment  and  drefs  of  the  Zamorini 
were  fuch  as  might  be  expedled  from  the  luxury  ^nd 
wealth  of  India.  The  emperor  lay  recHned  on  a  magni* 
ficent  couch,  furrounded  with  his  nobility  and  minifters  of 
ftate.  Gama  was  introduced  to  him  by  a  venerable  old 
man,  the  chief  Bramin*    His  majeilyi  by  a  gentle  nod, 

appointed 
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appointed  the  admiral  to  fit  on  one  of  the  ileps  of  his 
Ibfa,  and  then  demanded  his  embafly.  It  was  againft  the 
cuftom  of  his  country,  Gama  replied,  to  deliver  his  in- 
ftru£Uons  in  a  public  aflembly,  he  therefore  defired  that 
the  king  and  a  few  of  his  minifters  would  grant  him  a 
private  audience.  This  was  complied  with,  and  Gama, 
in  a  manly  fpeech,  fet  forth  the  greatnefs  of  his  fovereign 
Emmanuel,  the  fame  he  had  heard  of  the  Zamorim,  and 
the  defire  he  had  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  fo  great  a 
prince;  nor  were  the  mutual  advantages  of  fuch  a  treaty 
omitted  by  the  admiral.  The  Zamorim,  in  reply,  pro- 
feffed  great  efteem  for  the  friendfhip  of  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, and  declared  his  readinefs  to  enter  into  a  friendly 
alliance.  He  then  ordered  the  Catual  to  provide  proper 
apartments  for  Gama  in  his  houfe;  and  having  promifed 
another  conference,  he  difmifled  the  admiral  with  all  the 
appearance  of  fincerity. 

The  charafter  of  this  monarch  is  ftrongly  marked  in 
the  hiftory  of  Portuguefe  Afia.  Avarice  was  his  ruling 
pafBon  -f  he  was  haughty  or  mean,  bold  or  timorous,  as 
his  intereft  rofe  or  fell  in  the  balance  of  his  judgment; 
wavering  and  irrefolute  whenever  the  fcales  feemed  doubt- 
ful which  to  preponderate.  He  was  pleafed  with  the 
profpe£):  of  bringing  the  commerce  of  Europe  to  his  har- 
bours, but  he  was  alfo  influenced  by  the  threats  of  the 
Moors. 

Three  days  elapfed  ere  Gama  was  again  permitted  to 
fee  the  Zamorim.     At  this  fecond  audience  he  prefented 
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the  letter  and  prefents  of  Emmanuel.  The  letter  was 
received  with  politenefsy  but  the  prefents  were  viewed 
with  an  eye  of  contempt.  Gama  beheld  it,  and  faid  be 
only  came  to  difcover  the  route  to  India,  and  therefore 
was  not  charged  with  valuable  gifts,  ere  the  friendihip  of 
the  ftate,  where  they  might  chufe  to  traffic,  was  known« 
Tet  that  indeed  he  brought  the  mod  valuable  of  all  gifts, 
the  offer  of  the  friendfliip  of  his  fovereign,  and  the  com- 
merce, of  his  country.  He  then  entreated  the  king  not  to 
reveal  the  contents  of  Emmanuel's  letter  to  the  Moors, 
and  the  king  with  great  feeming  friendfliip  defired  Gama 
to  guard  againft  the  perfidy  of  that  people*  And  at  this 
time,  it  is  highly  probable,  the  Zamorim  was  fincere. 

Every  hour  fince  the  arrival  of  Gama,  the  Moors  had 
held  fecret  conferences.  That  one  man  might  not  return 
was  their 'purpofe ;  and  every  method  to  accomplifli  this 
was  meditated.  To  influence  the  king  againft  the  Portu- 
guefe,  to  aiTaiTmate  Gama,  to  raife  a  general  infurre£lion, 
to  deftroy  the  foreign  navy,  and  to  bribe  the  Catual,  were 
determined.  And  the  Catual,  the  mafter  of  the  houfe 
where  Gama  lodged,  accepted  the  bribe,  and  entered  into 
their  intereft.  Gama,  however,  was  apprifed  of  all  theft 
circumftances,  byhis  faithful  interpreter  Monzaida,  whofe 
affed;ion  to  the  foreign  admiral  the  Moors  hitherto  had 
not  fufpeftcd.  Thus  informed,  and  having  obtained  the 
faith  of  an  alliance  from  the  fovereign  of  the  firft  port  of 
India,  Gama  rcfolved  to  elude  the  plots  of  the  Moors ; 
and  accordingly,  before  the  dawn,  he  fet  out  for  the  fea 
3  fliore. 
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(hore,  in  hope  to  efcape  by  fome  of  the  boats  which  he 
had  ordered  to  hover  about  die  eoaft. 


But  the  Moors  were  Tigilant.  His  abfencc  was  imme- 
diatelj  known ;  and  the  Catual,  by  the  king's  order,  pur- 
fued  and  brought  him  back  by  force*  The  Catual,  how* 
ever,  for  it  was  neceflary  for  their  fehemes  to  have  the 
fhips  in  their  power,  behaved  with  great  ^litenefs  to  the 
admiral,  though  now  detained  as  a  prifoner,  and  (till  con- 
tinued his  fpecious  promifes  to  ufe  all  hb  intereft  in  his 
behalf. 

The  eagernefs  of  the  Moors  now  contributed  to  the 
fafety  of  Gama.  Their  principal  merchants  were  admit- 
ted to  a  formal  audience,  when  one  of  their  orators  ac- 
cufed  the  Portuguefe  as  a  nation  of  faithlefs  plunderers: 
Gama,  he  faid,  was  an  exiled  pirate,  who  had  marked  his 
courfe  with  depredation  and  blood.  If  he  were  not  a 
pirate,  ftill  there  was  no  excufe  for  giving  fuch  warlike 
foreigners  any  footing  in  a  country  already  fupplied  with 
all  that  nature  and  commerce  could  give.  He  expatiated 
on  the  great  fervices  which  the  Moorifli  traders  had  ren* 
dered  to  Calicut,  or  wherever  they  fettled;  and  ended 
with  a  threat,  that  all  the  Moors  would  leave  the  Za- 
morim's  ports,  and  find  fome  other  fettlement,  if  he  per- 
mitted thefe  foreigners  to  have  any  ihare  in  the  commerce 
of  his  dominions. 

However  daggered  with  thefe  arguments  and  threats, 
the  2^amorim  was  not  blind  to  the  felf-intereft  and  malice 
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of  the  Moors.  He  therefore  ordered,  that  the  admiral 
fhould  once  more  be  brought  before  him.  In  the  mean** 
while  the  Catual  tried  many  ftratagems  to  get  the  fliips 
into  the  harbour ;  and  at  la{t,  in  the  name  of  his  mafter, 
made  an  abfolute  demand  that  the  fails  and  rudders  fhould 
be  delivered  up,  as  the  pledge  of  Gama's  honefty.  But 
thefe  demands  were  as  abfolutely  refufed  by  Gama,  who 
ient  a  letter  to  his  brother  by  Mon^aida,  enforcing  his 
former  orders  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  declaring  that  his 
fate  gave  him  no  concern,  that  he  was  only  unhappy  left 
the  fruits  of  all  their  labours  and  dangers  (hould  be  lo(t* 
After  two  days  fpent  in  vain  altercation  with  the  Catual, 
Gama  was  brought  as  a  prifoner  before  the  king.  The 
king  repeated  his  accufaiion,  upbraided  him  with  non-r 
compliance  to  the  requefls  of  his  minifter ;  yet  urged  him, 
if  he  were  ^n  exile  or  pirate,  to  confefs  freely,  in  which 
cafe  he  promifed  to  take  him  into  his  fervice,  and  highly 
promote  him  on  account  of  his  abilities.  But  Gamaj  - 
who  >yith  great  fpirit  had  baffled  all  the  ftratagems  of  the 
Catual,  behaved  with  the  fame  undaunted  bravery  be- 
fore the  king.  He  aflerted  his  innocence,  pointed  out  the 
malice  of  the  Moors,  and  the  improbability  of  his  piracy ; 
bpafted  of  the  fafety  of  his  fleet,  offered  his  life  rather 
than  bis  fails  ai^d  rudders,  and  conplude^  with  threats  in 
the  name  of  his  fovereign.  The  Zamprim,  during  the 
whole  conference,  ey^d  Gama  with  the  keentft  attention, 
and  clearly  perceived  in  his  unfaultering  mien  the  dignity 
of  truth,  and  the  confcioufnefs  that  he  was  the  admiral  of 
a  greafter  monarch.  In  their  late  addrefs,  the  Moors  had 
treated  the  Zamprim  as  fomewhat  dependent  upon  ^heoi, 
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and  ;he  faw  that  a  commerce  with  other  nations  would 
certainly  leflen  their  dangerous  importance.  Hb  avarice 
(trongly  defired  the  commerce  of  Portugal;  and  his  pride 
was  flattered  in  humbling  the  Moors.  After  many  pro- 
pofals>  it  was  at  laft  agreed,  that  of  Gama's  twelve  at- 
tendantSj  he  fhould  leave  feven  as  hoilages;  that  what 
goods  were  aboard  his  veflels  fhould  be  landed,  and  that 
Gama  (hould  be  fafely  condufted  to  his  ihip ;  after  which 
the  treaty  of  commerce  and  alliance  was  to  be  finally  fet« 
tied.  And  thus,  when  the  aflaffination  of  Gama  feemed 
inevitable,  the  Zamorim  fuddenly  dropt  the  demand  of 
the  fails  and  the  rudders,  refcued  him  from  his  deter- 
mined enemies,  and  reftored  him  to  liberty  and  the  com- 
mand of  his  (hips. 

As  foon  as  he  was  aboard*  the  goods  were  landed, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Gama  to  the  Zamorim, 
.  wherein  he  boldly  complained  of  the  treachery  of  the 
Catual.  The  Zamorim,  in  anfwer,  promifed  to  make 
enquiry,  and  to  punifh  him  if  guilty;  but  did  nothing  in 
the  affiiir*  Gama,  who  had  now  anchored  nearer  to  the 
city,  every  day  fent  two  or  three  difierent  perfons  on  fomc 
bufinefs  to  Calicut,  that  as  many  of  his  men  as  poflible 
might  be  able  to  give  fome  account  of  India.  The  Moors, 
in  the  meanwhile,  every  day  aflaulted  the  ears  of  the 
king,  who  now  began  to  waver ;  when  Gama,  who  had 
given  every  proof  of  his  defire  of  peace  and  friendfliip, 
fent  another  letter,  in  which  he  requefted  the  Zamorim 
to  permit  him  to  leave  a  conful  at  Calicut,  to  manage  the 
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a&irr  of  king  Emmanuel.  But  to  this  requeft,  the  mod 
reafonable  refult  of  a  commercial  treatjr,  the  Ziimorim 
returned  a  refufal  full  of  rage  and  indignation.  Gama^ 
now  fully  matter  of  the  character  of  the  Zamorim,  re- 
folved  to  treat  a  man  of  fuch  an  inconftant  diflionourable 
difpefition  with  a  contemptuous  filence.  This  contempt 
was  felt  by  the  king,  who  yielding  to  the  advice  of  the 
Catual  and  the  entreaties  of  the  Moors,  feized  the  Portu- 
guefe  goods,  and  ordered  two  of  the  feven  hoftages,  the 
two  who  had  the  charge  of  the  cargo,  to  be  put  in  irons. 
The  admiral  remonttrated  by  the  means  of  Monzaida^ 
but  the  king  ftill  perfifted  in  his  treacherous  breach  of 
royal  faith*  Repeated  folicitations  made  him  more 
haughty;  and  it  was  now  the  duty  and  intereft  of  Gama 
to  ufe  force.  He  took  a  veffel  in  which  were  fix  Nayres 
or  noblemen,  and  nineteen  of  their  fervants.  The  fer- 
vants  he  fet  afliore  to  relate  the  tidings,  the  noblemen  he 
detained.  As  foon  as  the  news  had  time  to  fpread  through 
the  city,  he  hoitted  his  fails,  and  though  with  a  flow  mo* 
tion,  feemed  to  proceed  on  his  homeward  voyage.  The 
city  was  now  ip  an  uproar :  the  friends  of  the  captive  no- 
blemen furrounded  the  palace,  and  loudly  a^ccufed  the  po« 
licy  of  the  Moors.  The  king,  in  all  the  perplexed  di(tre£i 
of  a  haughty,  avaricious,  weak  prince,  fent  after  Gama^ 
delivered  up  all  the  hottages,  and  fubmitted  to  his  pro- 
pofals;  nay,  even  folicited  that  an  agent  (hould  be  left, 
and  even  dcfcended  to  the  meannefs  of  a  palpable  lie^ 
The  two  faitors,  he  faid,  he  had  put  in  irons,  only  to  dc* 
lain  them  till  he  might  write  letters  to  his  brother  Em^ 
inanuel,  and  the  goods  he  had  kept  on  fliore  that  an  agent 
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might  be  fent  to  difpofe  of  them.  Gama,  however,  per« 
ceived  a  myfterious  trifling,. and,  previous  to  any  treaty, 
infifted  upon  the  reftoration  of  the  goods. 

The  day  after  this  altercation,  Monzaida  came  aboard 
the  admiral's  (hip  in  great  perturbation.  The  Moors,  he 
faid,  had  raifed  great  commotions,  and  had  enraged  the 
king  againft  the  Portuguefe.  The  king's  (hips  were  get« 
ting  ready,  and  a  numerous  MoorKh  fleet  from  Mecca 
was  daily  expeded.  To  delay  Gama  till  this  force  ar- 
rived, was  the  purpofe  of  the  court  and  of  the  Moors, 
who  were  now  confident  of  fuccefs.  To  this  informa- 
tion Monzaida  added,  that  the  Moors,  fufpediing  his  at* 
tachment  to  Gama,  had  determined  to  afiaflinate  him. 
That  he  had  narrowly  efcaped  from  them;  that  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  to  recover  his  efie£ls,  and  that  his  only 
hope  was  in  the  prote^iion  of  Gama.  Gama  rewarded 
him  with  the  friendflrip  he  merited,  took  him  with  him, 
as  he  defired,  to  Lifbon,  and  procured  him  a  recompence 
for  his  fervices. 

Almoft  immediately  after  Monzaida,  feven  boats  ar- 
rived, loaded  with  the  goods,  and  demanded  the  reftora- 
tion of  the  captive  noblemen.  Gama  took  the  goods  on 
board,  but  refufed  to  examine  if  they  were  entire,  and 
alfo  refufed  to  deliver  the  prifoners.  He  had  been  pro- 
mifed  an  ambaflador  to  his  fovereign,  he  faid,  but  had  been 
fo  often  deluded,  he  could  truft  fuch  a  faithlefs  people  no 
longer,  and  would  therefore  carry  the  captives  in  his 
power,  to  convince  the  king  of  Portugal  what  infults  and 
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injuftice  his  ambaflador  and  admiral  hadfuffered  from  the 
Zamorim  of  Calkiit.  Having  thus  difmiifed  the  Indians, 
he  fired  his  cannon  and  hoifted  his  fails.  A  calm,  how- 
ever, detained  him  on  the  coall  fome  days,  and  the  Za- 
niorim  feizing  the  opportunity,  fent  what  veffels  he  could 
fit  out,  twenty  of  a  larger  fize,  fixty  in  all,  full  of  armed 
men,  to  attack  him.  Though  Gama^s  cannon  were  well 
played, 'Confident  of  their  numbers,  they  prefTed  on  to 
|)oard  him,  when  a  fudden  temped^  which  Gama's  fiiips 
rode  out  in  fafety,  niiferably  difperfed  the  Indian  fleet, 
and  completed  their  ruin. 

After  this  vi£iory,  the  Admiral  made  a  halt  at  a  little 
ifland  near  the  (hore,  where  he  erefted  a  crofs*,  bearing 
the  name  and  arms  of  his  Portuguefe  mnjefty.  And 
from  this  place,  by  the  hand  of  Monzaida,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Zamorim,  wherein  he  gave  a  full  and  cir* 
cumftantial  account  of  all  the  plots  of  the  Catual  and  the 
Moors.  Still,  however,  he  profefled  his  d?fire  of  a  com* 
mercial  treaty,  and  promifed  to  reprefent  the  Zamorim  in 
the  beft  light  to  Emmanuel.  The  prifoners,  he  faid, 
fliould  be  kindly  ufed,  were  only  kept  as  ambafladors  to  his 
fovereign,  and  fhould  be  returned  to  India  when  they  were 
enabled  from  experience  to  give  an  account  of  Portugal. 
The  letter  he  fent  by  one  of  the  captives,  who  by  this 
means  obtained  his  liberty. 

The 

♦  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  firft  dlfcoverers  to  ereft  ctoffes  on  places  re- 
markable in  tb^ir  voyage.  Gama  erected  fix  5  one,  dedicated  to  St.  Raphael, 
at  the  river  of  Good  Signs,  one  to  St.  George  at  Mozambic,  one  to  St. 
Stephen  at  Melinda,  ohe^to  'St.  Gabriel -at  Calicut,  and  one  to  St.  Mary,  at 
the  iOand  whence  named,  near  Anchcdiva. 
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The-  fame  of  Gama  had  how  fpread  orct  the  Indian 
feas,  and  thq  Moors  were  everjr  where  intent  on  his  de« 
llvudipu.  As  he  was  near  the  fhore  of  Anchediva,  he 
beheld  the  appearance  of  a  floating  ille,  covered  with 
treeS}  advance  towards  him.  But  his  prudence  was  not 
to  be  thus  deceived.  A  bold  pirate,  named  Timoja,*  by 
linking  together  eight  veflels  full  of  men,  and  covered 
with  green  boughs,  thought  to  board  him  by  furprize. 
But  Gama's  cannon  made  feven  of  them  fly;  the  eighth, 
loaded  with  fruits  and  proviGons,  he  took.  The  beauti^ 
ful  ifland  of  Anchediva  now  offered  a  convenient  placQ 
to  careen  his  (hips  and  refrefh  his  men.  While  he  (laid 
here,  the  firft  minifter  of  Zabajo  king  of  Goa,  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  princes  of  India,  came  on  board,  and  in 
the  name  of  his  ma (Icr,  congratulated  the  admiral  in  the 
Italian  tongue.  Provifions,  arms,  and  money  were  of- 
fered to  Gama^  and  he  was  entreated  to  accept  the  friend- 
fhip  of  Zabajo.  The  admiral  was  ftruck  with  admira- 
tiqn,  the  addrefs  and  abilities  of  the  minider  appeared  fo 
confpicuous.  He  faid  he  was  an  Italian  by  birth,  but  in 
failing  to  Greece,  had  been  taken  by  pirates,  and  after 
various  misfortunes,  bad  been  neceflitated  to  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  a  Moluimmedan  prince,  the  noblenefs  of 
whofe  difpofition  he  commended  in  the  higheft  terms. 
Yet,  with  all  his  abilities,  Gama  perceived  an  artful 
inquiCtivenefs,  that  namelefs  fomething  which  does  not 
accompany  fimple  honefty.  After  a  long  conference, 
Gama  abruptly  upbraided  him  as  a  fpy,  and  ordered  him 
to  be  put  to  the  torture— And  this  foon  brought  a  con* 
feOion^  that  he  was  a  Polonian  Jew  by  birth,  and  was  fent 
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to  exahiinedie  ftfength  of  the  Portuguefe  by  Zabajo^who 
was  muftering  all  his  power  to  attack  them.  Gama  on 
this  immediately  fet  fail,  and  took  the  fpy  along  with  him, 
who  foon  after  was  baptized,  and  named  Jafper  de  Gama^ 
the  admiral  being  his  godfather.  He  after\i(rards  became 
of  great  fervice  to  Emmanuel. 

Gama  now  ftood  weftward  through  the  Indian  ocean, 
and  after  being  long  delayed  by  calms,  arrived  off  Maga- 
doxa, con  the  coaft  of  Africa.  This  place  was  a  principal 
port  of  the  Moors  j  he  therefore  levelled  the  walls  of  the 
city  with  his  cannon,  and  burned  and  deftroyed  all  the  (hips 
in  the  harbour.  Soon  after  this  he  defcried  eight  Mooriih 
veffels  bearing  down  upon  him  5  his  artillery,  however, 
foon  made  them  ufe  their  oars  in  flight,  nor  could  Gama 
overtake  any  of  them  for  want  of  wind.  He  now  reach- 
ed the  hofpitable  harbour  of  Melinda.  His  men,  almoft 
worn  out  with  fatigue  and  ficknefs,  here  received,  a  fecond 
time,  every  affiftance  which  an  accomplifhed  and  gene* 
reus  prince  could  beftow.  And  having  taken  an  ambaffa- 
dor  on  board,  he  again  gave  his  fails  to  the  wind,  ii>  truft 
that  he  might  pafs  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  while  the  fa- 
vourable weather  continued,  for  his  acquaintance  with  the 
eaftern  feas  now  fuggefted  to  him,  that  the  tempeftuous 
feafon  was  periodical.  Soon  after  he  fet  fail,  his  brother's 
ihip  (truck  on  a  fand  bank,  and  was  burnt  by  order  of  the 
admiral.  His  brother  and  part  of  the  crew  he  took  into 
his  own  fliip,  the  reft  he  fent  on  board  of  Coello ;  nor 
were  more  hands  now  alive  than  were  neceflary  to 
man  the  two  veflels  which  remained.    Having  taken  in 
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pTbvifions  at  the  ifland  of  Zanzibar,  where  they  were 
kindly  entertained  by  a  Mohammedan  prince  of  the  fame 
(tSt  with  the  king  of  Melinda,  they  fafely  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  April  26,  1499,  ^"^  conti- 
nued till  they  reached  the  ifland  of  St.  lago  in  favourable 
weather.  '  But  a  tempeft  here  feparated  the  two  (hipsi 
and  gave  Gama  and  Coello  an  opportunity  to  (hew  the 
goodnefs  of  their  hearts,  in  a  manner  which  docs  honour 
to  human  nature. 

The  admiral  Was  now  near  the  Azores,  when  Pauliis 
de  Gama,  long  worn  with  fatigue  and  ficknefs,  was  itriable 
to  endure  the  motion  of  the  (hip.  Vafco,  therefore,  put 
into  the  ifland  of  Tercera,  in  hope  of  his  brother^s  reco- 
very. And  fuch  was  his  afiedion,  that  rather  than  leave 
him,  he  gave  the  command  of  his  (hip  to  one  of.  his 
officers.  But  the  hope  of  recovery  was  vain.  John  de 
Sa  proceeded  to  Lifbbn  with  the  flag  (hip,  while  the  admi- 
ral remained  behind  to  foothe  the  death  bed  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  perform  his  funeral  rites.  Coello,  in  the  mean 
while,  landed  at  Lifbon,  and  hearing  that  Gama  was  not 
arrived,  imagined  he  might  either  be  (hip wrecked,  or  beat- 
ing aboqt  in  diftrefs.  Without  feeing  one  of  his  family, 
he  immediately  fet  fail,  on  purpofe  to  bring  relief  to  his 
friend  and  admiral.  But  this  generous  deiign,  more  the 
c(Fe£l  of  friendlhip  than  of  juft  confidcration,  was  pre- 
vented by  an  order  from  the  king,  ere  his  (hip  got  out  of 
the  Tagus. 


The 
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The  particulars  of  the  voyage  were  now  diffufed  by 
Coello,  and  the  joy  of  the  king  was  only  equalled  by  the 
admiration  of  the  people.  Yet  while  all  the  nation  was 
fired  with  zeal  to  exprefs  their  efteem  of  the  happy  ad- 
miral, he  himfclf,  the  man  who  was  fuch  an  enthufiaft 
to  the  fuccefs  of  his  voyage,  that  he  would  willingly  have 
facrificed  his  life  in  India  to  fecure  that  fuccefs,  was  now, 
in  the  completion  of  it,  a  dejeded  mourner.  The  com- 
pliments of  the  court  and  the  (houts  of  the  ftreet  were 
irkfome  to  him,  for  his  brother,  the  companion  of  his 
toils  and  dangers,  was  not  there  to  (hare  the  joy.  As 
foon  as  he  had  waited  on  the  king,  he  (hut  himfelf  up  in 
a  lonely  houfe  near  the  fea-fide  at  Bethlehem,  from 
whence  it  was  fome  time  ere  he  was  drawn  to  mingle  in 
public  life. 

During  this  important  expedition,  two  years  and  almoft 
two  months  elapfed.  Of  i6o  men  who  went  out,  only 
55  returned.  Thefe  were  all  rewarded  by  the  king. 
Coello  was  penfioned  with  loo  ducats  a  year,  and  made  a 
fidalgo,  or  gentleman  of  the  king's  houfliold,  a  degree  of 
nobility  in  Portugal.  The  title  of  Don  was  annexed  to 
the  family  of  Vafco  de  Gama;  he  was  appointed  admiral 
of  the  eaftern  feas,  with  an  annual  falary  of  3000  ducats, 
and  a  part  of  the  king's  arms  was  added  to  his.  Public 
thankfgivings  to  heaven  were  celebrated  throughout  the 
churches  of  the  kingdom,  and  feafts,  interludes,  and  chi- 
valrous entertainments,  the  taile  of  that  age,  demonftrated 
the  joy  of  Portugal. 

As 
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As  the  prophetic  fong  in  the  tenth  LuCad  requires  a 
commentary,  we  (hall  now  proceed  to  a  compendious  hif- 
tory  of  the  negociations  and  wars  of  the  Portuguefe  in 
India ;  a  hiftory,  though  very  little  knowui  yet  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  every  commercial  date,  particularly  to 
that  nation  which  now  commands  the  trade  of  the  Eafteni 
World. 


Vol.  I. 
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PORTUGUESE  EMPIRE  IN  THE  EAST, 


A  HE  power,  intereft,  and  difpofition  of  the  Moors, 
the  mafters  of  the  eaftern  feas,  pointed  out  to  Emmanuel 
what  courfe  he  ought  to  follow,  if  he  intended  to  reap 
either  honour  or  advantage  from  the  difcovery  of  India. 
The  accumulated  treachery  of  the  Moors  had  kindled  a 
war ;  force  was  now  neceflary ;  a  fleet  therefore  of  thir- 
teen fail  and  1500  men  was  fitted  out  for  India,  and  the 
command  of  it  given  to  an  experienced  officer,  Pedro 
Alvarez  de  Cabral. 

The 
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.  The  chief  inftniftions  of  Cabral,  were  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  friend(hip  with  the  Zamorim,  and  to  obtain 
leave  to  build  a  fort  and  hikorj  near  Calicut.  But  if  he 
found  that  prince  Rill  perfidious,  and  averfe  to  an  alli- 
ance, he  was  to  proceed  to  hoftilities  on  the  firft  inftance 
of  treachery. 

•  Cabral,  in  this  voyage,  was  driven  to  America  by  a  tem- 
peft,  aJnd  was  the  firft  who  difcovered  the  Brazils.  As  he 
doubled  the  fouth  of  Africa,  he  encountered  a  moft  dread- 
ful ftorm ;  the  heavens  were  covered  with  pitchy  darknefs 
for  many,  days,  and  the  waves  and  winds  vied  with  each 
other  in  noife  and  ftiry.  Four  (hips  were  loft,  and  all 
their  crews  periftied ;.  among  whom  was  the  celebrated 
Bartholomew  Diaz,  the  difcovercr  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which,  -  as  if  prophetic  of  hiis  fate,  he  had  named 
the  Cape  of  Teiiipefts. 

/  When  Cabral  reached  the  coaft  of  Zofala,  he  had  only 
fix  fiiips.  Here  he^nggged  and  took  two  Moorifh  vefielsy 
laden  moftly  with  gold  duft.  But  finding  they  belonged 
to  the  Xeque  Foteyma,  an  uncle  of  the  king  of  Melinda, 
he  hot  only  reftored  the  prizes,  but  treated  the  Xeque 
with  the  greateft  courtefy.  At  Mozambique  he  agreed 
with  a  pilot  to  condudl  him.  to  Quiloa.  The  king  of  this 
place  and  the  admiral  had  a  pompous  interview.  An 
alliance  was  folemnly  concluded.  But  Homeris,  brother 
to  the  king  of  Melinda,  was  at  Quiloa ;  and  by  him  Ca- 
bral was  informed  of  a  treacherous  preparation  to  attack 
him.  As  his  deftlnatioti  was  for  Calicut,  he  delayed  re- 
3  .  g  2  venge. 
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venge^  and  proceeded  to  Melinda.  Here  he  landed  tbe 
Melindian  ambafiadory  who  had  been  fent  to  Portugal ; 
and  here  his  generous  treatment  of  Foteyma  ftrengthened 
the  friendfliip  and  good  ojQEices  which  had  begun  with 
Gama. 

When  he  arrived  at  Calicut,  whither  he  was  conduced 
by  two  Melindian  pilots,  he  fent  Ayres  Correa  on  fliore  to 
fettle  the  nianner  how  the  Zamorim  and  the  admiral  were 
tp  meet.  Six  principal  Bramins,  whofe  names  were 
brought  from  Portugal  by  the  advice  of  Monzaida^  were 
given  as  hoftages  for  the  fafety  of  the  admiral;  and  the 
Indian  noblemen,  who  had  been  carried  away  by  Gamay 
were  returned.  After  much  delay  with  the  wavering 
Zamorim,  a  commercial  alliance,  by  which  the  Portu«» 
guefe  veflels  were  to  receive  their  lading  before  thofe  of 
any  other  nation,  was  folemnly  confirmed  by  oath,  and  a 
houfe  was  appointed  as  a  fadlory  for  the  Portuguefe.  Of 
this,  Correa,  with  feventy  men  under  his  command,  in 
the  name  of  the  king  his  mailer,  took  immediate  pof« 
fcflion. 

If  the  fmalkft  circumdances  in  the  hiflory  of  an  infant 
colony  are  not  attended  to,  the  fecret  fprings  and  prin- 
ciples of  adion  efcape  us,  and  we  are  fure  to  be  led  into 
error.  Cabral's  fleet  was  to  be  laded  with  fpicery ;  but 
the  Moorilh  merchants,  ftill  intent  on  the  ruin  of  their 
rivals  the  Portuguefe,  did  trcry  thing  in  their  power  to 
retard  it,  in  hope  of  another  rupture.  While  promifes 
to  Cabral  trifled  away  the  time,  the  21amorim  defired  his 

afliftancc 
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nfliftance  to  take  a  large  (hip  belonging  to  the  king  of 
Cochin,  who  not  only  intended  to  invade  his  dominions, 
he  faid,  but  had  alfo  refufed  to  fell  him  an  elephant, 
which  was  now  aboard  that  (hip.  There  were  two 
Moorifh  agents  with  whom  Cabral  was  obliged  to  tranfafi 
bufinefs.  One  of  thefe  named  Cemireci,  pretending  great 
friend(hip  to  the  admiral,  advifed  him  by  all  means  to 
gratify  the  Zamorim  by  taking  the  Ihip  of  Cochin.  This 
veflel  was  large  and  full  of  foldiers,  but  Cabral  appointed 
one  of  his  fmalleft,  commanded  by  Pedro  Ataide,  not  a 
fixth  part  of  her  fize,  to  attack  her.  When  Ataide  firft 
made  towards  the  enemy,  the  Indian  infulted  him  with 
every  fign  of  reproach  j  but  the  Portuguefe  cannon  drove 
her  into  the  port  of  Cananor,  a  place  forty  miles  to  the 
north  of  Calicut.  Here  (he  lay  all  the  night,  while 
Ataide  watched  the  mouth  of  the  harbour ;  and  fearing 
to  be  burnt  in  the  port,  in  the  morning  (he  again  took  to 
fea.  But  Ataide  foon  came  up  with  her,  and  by  the 
dexterous  ufe  of  his  artillery  made  her  fteer  what  courfe 
he  pleafed,  and  at  laft  drove  her  in  triumph  before  him 
into  the  harbour  of  Calicut. 

This  encounter  was  of  great  confequence  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe. It  not  only  raifed  a  high  idea  of  their  valour 
and  art  of  war,  but  it  difcovered  a  fcene  of  treachery, 
and  gave  them  a  moft  beneficial  opportunity  to  difplay 
their  integrity  and  honour.  When  Cabral  converfed  with 
the  captives,  he  found  that  the  ftory  of  the  elephant  and 
the  invaCon  were  falfe,  and  that  they  had  been  warned 
by  Cemireci,  that  the  Portuguefe,  a  fet  of  lawlefs  pirates^ 

g  3  intended 
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intended  to  attack  them.  On  this,  Cabral  not  only.'ic- 
ftored  the  fliip  to  the  king  of  Cochin,  but  paid  for  what 
damage  flic  had  fuftained,  and  aflured  him  he  had  been 
abufed'by  the  villainy  of  the  Moors.  / 

.  The  Zamorim  profcfled  the  greateft  admiration  of  the 
Portuguefe  valour,  yet  while  he  pretended  to  value  their 
friendfliip  at  the  higheft  rate,  be  ufed  every  art  to  delay 
the  lading  of  their  fliips.  Twenty  days  was  the  time  fti- 
pulated  for  this  purpofe;  but  three  months  were  now 
elapfed,  and  nothing  done.  Cabral  feveral  times  com- 
plained to  the  Zamorim  of  the  infringement  of  treaty, 
that  many  Moorifli  vcffels  had  been  fuffered  to  lade,  while 
he  could  obtain  no  cargo.  The  Zanjorim  complained  oF 
the  arts  of  the  Moors,  and  gave  Cabral  an  order,  on  pay- 
ing for  the  goods,  to  unlade  whatever  Moorifli  veflels  he  . 
pleafed,  and  to  fupply  his  pwn-  Cabral,  however,  was 
apprehenfive  of  fome  deep  defign,  and  delayed  to  put 
this  order  in  execution.  Correa,  upon  this,  feverely  up- 
braided him  with  riegleft  of  duty,  and  he  at  laft  feized  a 
veflel  which  happened  to  belong  to  one  of  the  richeft  of 
the  Moors.  A  tumult  was  immediately  raifed,  the  Por- 
tuguefe faftory  was  fuddenly  befet  by  four  thoufand  of 
that  people,  and  before  any  afliltance  could  come  from 
the  fliips,  Correa,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  compa- 
nions, were  maflacred.  Cabral,  though  greatly  enraged, 
waited  fufficient  time  to  hear  the  excufe  of  the  Zamorim ; 
tut  he  waited  in  vain.  Ten  large  Moorifli  veflels  burnt 
in  the  harbour,  the  city  of  Calicut  bombarded  one'  day^ 
and  (>oo  oi  its  inhabitants  flain,  revenged  the  death  of 
Correa. 

The 
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.  The  king  of  Gochiri/ when  .Cabral  returned  Ae  iliip 
Vhlch  he  had  takeri,  highly  pleafed  with  his  boac^ur,  in- 
vited him  to  traffic  in  his  port.  Cabral  now  failed  thither^ 
and  ^as  trejitcd  in  the  moft  friendly  manner. .  A;ftrong 
bolife  was  appointed  for  a  faftory,  and  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce folemnly  concluded.  AmbaflT^dorjs  alfo  arrived 
from  the  kings  of  Cananor,  Caulan,  and  other  places>  in* 
treating  the  alliance  of  the  Portuguefe,  whom  they  invited; 
to  their  harbours. 

'  About  eight  hundred  years  before  this  period,  according 
to  tradition,  Perimal,  the  fovereign  of  India,  having  em- 
braced thie  religion  of  Mohammed,  in  which  he  had  been 
inftru£led  by  fome  Arabian  merchants,  refolved  to  end 
bis  days  as  a  hermit  at  Mecca.  He  therefore  divided  his 
empire  into  different  fovereigiities,  but  rendered  them  all 
tributary  to  the  Zamorim  of  Calicut.  From  this  port 
Perimal  fet  fail,  and  the  Arab  merchants  conceived  fuch 
a' fuperftitious  affe£iion  for  this  harbour,  though  not  fo 
commodious  as  many  others  around,  that  on  the  arrival 
of  Gama  it  was  the  great  centre  of  the  MooriQi  commerce 
in  India.  A  defire  to  throw  off  their  dependence  on  the 
Zamorim,  without  doubt  had  its  influence  in  prompting 
the  tributary  kings  to  invite  the  Portuguefe  to  their  har- 
bours. But  it  was  impofllible  they  (hould  have  fo  a£);ed, 
unlefs  they  had  conceived  a  high  idea  of  the  Portuguefe 
virtue  and  valour,  which  was  thus  rewarded  by  the  friend- 
ihip  of  fome  powerful  princes,  who  ever  after  remained 
true  to  the  caufe  of  Emmanuel.  ^ 

.  .  .1         .■> 
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When  Cabral  was  about  to  fail  from  Cochuii  he  re- 
ceived infonnation  from  the  king,  that  the  Zamorimy 
with  a  large  fleets  containing  151O00  foldiers>  intended  to 
attack  him.  Cabral  prepared  for  battle,  and  the  Indian 
fleet  fled*  He  afterwards  touched  at  Cananor,  where  he 
entered  into  a  friendly  alliance.  The  king,  fufpe£bmg 
from  the  fmall  quantity  of  fpicery  which  he  bought,  that 
the  admiral  was  in  want  of  money,  intreated  him  to  give 
a  mark  of  his  friendfhip  by  accepting,  upon  credit,  of 
what  goods  he  pleafed.  But  Cabral  (hewed  a  conOder- 
able  quantity  of  gold  to  the  king's  meflTengers,  politely 
thanked  him,  and  faid  he  was  already  fufficiently  loaded. 
Having  left  fadlors  on  (hore,  and  received  ambafladors  on 
board,  he  proceeded  on  his  homeward  voyage.  Near 
Melinda  he  took  a  large  (hip,  but  finding  (he  belonged 
to  a  merchant  of  Cananor^  he  fet  her  at  liberty,  and  toU 
the  conmiander,  **  that  the  Portuguefe  monarch  was  only 
at  war  with  the  Zamorim  and  the  Moors  of  Mecca,  fronf 
whom  he  had  received  the  greateft  injuries  and  indigni- 
ties.'' The  king  of  Melinda,  and  other  Mohammedan 
princes,  who  had  entered  into  alliances  with  Gama  and 
Cabral,  were  not  of  the  tribe  or  confederacy  of  thofc 
who  had  in  different  parts  attempted  the  ruin  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe. That  people  were  now  diftinguiflied  by  the 
name  of  the  Moors  of  Mecca,  their  principal  harbour; 
and  therefore  to  diftrefs  that  port  became  now  a  principal 
obje^l  of  the  Portuguefe. 

Emmanuel,  now  fully  informed  by  Cabral  of  the  (lates 
and  traffic  of  the  Indian  feas,  perceiving  that  the  rein- 
forcement 
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forcement  of  three  veflels,  which  he  had  fent  under  John 
de  No¥a  *,  could  little  avail,  fitted  out  twenty  (hips,  the 
command  of  which  warlike  fleet  was  given  to  the  cele- 
brated Vafco  de  Gama.  At  the  fame  time  the  pope 
iflTued  a  bull,  in  which  he  fl;yled  Emmanuel,  Lord  of  the 
Navigation,  Conquefts,  and  Trade,  of  Ethiopia,  Arabia, 
Perfia,  and  India. 

Gama,  having  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  touched 
at  Sofala,  and  made  a  treaty  with  the  Mohammedan  fo« 
vereign  of  that  rich  country.  Mozambic  was  now  go- 
verned by  a  new  monarch,  who  entreated  an  alliance 
with  the  Portuguefe,  which  was  granted ;  and  the  iflc 
where  Gama  had  the  battle  with  the  Moors  f ,  became, 
for  long  after,  a  mod  convenient  watering-place  for  the 
Portuguefe  navies.  In  revenge  of  the  plots  againft  him- 
fclf,  and  the  injuries  received  by  Cabral,  he  battered  the 
city  of  Quiloa  with  his  cannon,  and  made  the  king  fub- 
mit  to  pay  tribute  to  Emmanuel.  As  he  proceeded  for 
Calicut,  he  met  a  large  (hip  of  Mecca,  which,  with  many 
people  of  diftin£lion  who  were  going  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  tomb  of  their  prophet,  had  lately  left  that  harbour. 
This  vc(rel,  after  an  obftinate  ftruggle,  in  which  300 

Moors 

*  This  officer  defeated  a  large  fleet  of  the  Zamorlmy  but  could  not  bt 
fuppofed  to  €ffc€i  any  thing  of  permanency.  On  bis  return  to  Europe, 
Nova  difcovered  the  ifle  of  St.  Helena.  A  Portuguefe,  who  in  India  had 
embnced  Mohammedifm,  in  contrition  for  his  apodacy  became  its  fir/l  in- 
liabitant.  He  defired  to  be  left  afliorc  to  do  penance  for  his  crime.  Here  he 
continued  four  years,  and  by  his  knowledge  ef  the  fprings,  and  the  vege- 
"  tables  and  fruit-trees  which  he  planted,  rendered  that  ifle  an  ufcfiil  place  of 
watering  and  rendezvous.  He  was  named  Fernando  Lope^. 
f  See  the  firft  Luflad. 
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Moors  were  killed  *,  he  took  and  burnt.  .  And  from  fom^ 
vefTels  of  Calicut,  as  he  approached  that  porty  he  took, 
about  thirty  prifoners.     As  foon  as  he  anchored  near  the, 
city,  the  Zamorim  fent  a  meffage  to  offer  terms  of  friend- 
fhip,   to  exGufe   the  maffacre  of  the  Portuguefe   under- 
Correa,  as  the  fole  aftion  of  an  enraged  populace,  with 
which  government  had  no  concern  ;  and  added,  that  the- 
fate  of  the  Ihip  of  Mecca  he  hoped  would  fuffice  for  re- 
venge,    Gama,  previous  to  any  new  treaty,  demanded 
a  reftitution  of  the  goods  of  which  the  Portuguefe  fadlory, 
had  been  plundered,  and  threatened  to  put  his  prifoners. 
to  death  and  batter  the  city  in  cafe  of  refufal.     After, 
waiting  fome  time  in  vain  for  an  anfwer,  Gama  ordered, 
his  thirty  prifoners  to  be  hanged,  and  their  bodies  to  be. 
fent  afliore,  together  with  a  letter,  declaring  war  againft 
the  Zamorim,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Portugal.   And 
next  day,  having  for  feveral  hours  played  his  cannon  upon 
the  city,  he  fleered  his  courfe  for  the  more  friendly  port 
of  Cochin. 

Here  the  faflors  who  had'  been  left  by  Cabral  gave 
Gama  the  highefl  charadler  of  the  faith  of  the  king,  and 
his  earneft  defire  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  Porta-, 
guefe  5  and  the  former  alliance  v/as  mutually  confirmed 
by  the  king  and  the  admiral.  The  Zamorim,  who  with 
rage  and  regret  beheld  the  commerce  of  Europe  carried 
to  other  harbours,  fent  a  Bramin  to  Gama,  while  he  was 

lading 

•  Twenty  children  were  favcd.  Thefe  were  fent  to  Llibon,  where  they 
were  baptized,  and  educated  in  the  fervice  of  Emmanuel.  The  Portuguefe 
writers  mention  their  capture,  and  the  care  taken  of  them,  as  the  h^p|xie(t 
fortune  which  could  pofiibly  have  attended  them. 
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ladiag  at  Cochin,  intreating  an  oblivion  of  pad  injuries^ 
and  a  renewal  of-  the  league  of  amity.  The  admiral,  ftill 
defirotts  to  cultivate  fricndfliip,  gave  the  command  of  the 
fleet  to  his  coufln  Stephen  de  Gama,  and  with  two  (hips 
only^  in  order  to  try  the  Zamorim's  (incerity,  failed  for 
Calk^t;  yet,  left  treachery  fli odd  be  intended,  he  orr 
dered  Vincent  Sodre  with  five  fliips  to  follow  hifti.  '  On 
his  arrival  at  the  city,  he  found  that  diffimulation  was 
ftill  the  charafker  of  the  fovereign.  Four  and  thirty 
veflels,  full  of  armed  men,  att^ked  Gama's  fliip  with 
great  fury  j  for  the  other  veffcl  he  had  fent  to  haften  the 
fquadron  of  Sodre.  In  this  fituation  nothing  but  a  briik 
wind  could  poflibly  have  faved  Gama ;  and  a  brifk  gale  in 
this  extremity  arofe,  and  carried  him  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  fleet  of  Calicut.  But  having  met  the  reinforcement 
of  Sodre,  he  immediately  returned,  and  totally  deftroyed 
the  fleet  of  the  enemy. 

Difappointed  in  war,  the  Zamorim  now  by  intreatic$ 
and  threats  endeavoured  to  bring  the  king  of  Cochin  into 
iiis  intereft.  But  that  prince,  with  the  greatefl  honour, 
refufed  to  betray  the  Portuguefe ;  and  Gama  having  pro- 
mifed  to  leave  a  fquadron  to  protect  his  harbour,  failed 
with  thirteen  loaded  (hips  for  the  port  of  Cananor.  On 
his  way  thither,  as  he  paft  within  a  few  miles  of  Calicut, 
he  wag  again  vigoroufly  attacked  by  twenty-nine  veflels, 
fitted  out  by  the  Zamorim,  on  purpofe  to  intercept  him* 
Gama  ordered  three  (hips,  which  had  the  lead  loading,  to 
begin  the  engagement,  and  vi£lory  foon  declared  in  his 
favour.  He  then  proceeded  to  Cananor,  where  he  en- 
-   ....'.,  tered 
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tered  into  a  treaty  with  the  fovereign,  who  bound  hjm* 
felf  never  to  make  war  on  the  king  of  Cochin,  or  to 
aflift  the  Zamorim.  And  Gama,  having  left  fix  fhipt 
under  the  command  of  Sodre,  for  the  proteAion  of 
Cochin  and  Cananor,  failed  foir  Portugal,  where,  after  a 
profperous  voyage,  he  arrived  with  twelve  fhips,  loaded 
with  the  riches  of  the  Eaft. 

As  foon  as  Gama's  departure  was  known,  the  Zamorim 
^made  great  preparations  to  attack  Cochin.  It  was  the 
purpofe  of  Emmanuel,  that  Sodre  (hould  be  left  with  a 
fquadron  to  cruife  about  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  and 
annoy  the  Moors  of  Mecca ;  but  Gama,  whofe  power 
was  difcretionary,  ordered  him  not  to  leave  Cochin, 
unlefs  every  thing  bore  the  appearance  of  peace  with  the 
Zamorim.  Sodre,  however,  though  hoftility  was  every 
day  expe£%ed,  prepared  to  depart.  Diego  Correa,  the 
Portuguefe  agent  left  at  Cochin,  urged  him  in  the 
ftrongefl:  manner  to  do  his  duty  and  continue  at  that 
port ;  but  in  vaiil.  While  the  king  of  Cochin  refolutely 
refufed,  though  advifed  by  many  of  his  council,  to  de- 
liver  up  the  Portuguefe  refidents  to  the  Zamorim,  Sodre, 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  Gama,  failed  for  the  Red  Sea, 
in  hope  of  the  rich  prizes  of  Mecca ;  and  thus  bafely  de- 
ferted  his  countrymen,  and  a  prince,  whofe  faith  to  the 
Portuguefe  had  involved  him  in  a  war  which  threatened 
deftru£tion  to  his  kingdom. 

The  city  of  Cochin  is  fituated  on  an  ifland,  divided 
f^om  the  continent  by  an  arm  of  the  fea,  one  part  of 

which^ 
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whichi  at  low  water^  is  fordable.  At  this  pafs  the  Za- 
morlm  began  the  war,  and  met  fome  defeats.  At  laft, 
by  the  force  of  numbers  and  the  power  of  briber]^,  lie 
took  the  city,  and  the  king  of  Cochin  fled  to  the  ifland  of 
Viopia.  Yet^  though  ftript  of  his  dominions,  he  ftill 
retained  his  faith  to  the  Portilguefe.  He  took  them  with 
him  to  this  place,  where  a  few  men  could  defend  them- 
felves ;  and  though  the  Zamorim  ofiered  to  reftore  hint 
to  his  throne  if  he  would  deliver  them  up,  he  replied,  that 
Mi  inemj  might  Jlrip  him  of  his  domrniotisartd  his  life,  but  if 
ivas  mt  in  his  power  to  deprive  him  of  hii  fdility. 

While  Trimumpara,  king  of  Cochin,  was  thus  (hut  up 
oh  a  little  rock,  Sodre  fuffered  a  puniihment  worthy  of 
his  perfidy.    His  fhip  was  beaten  to  pieces  by  a  tempeft^ 
and  he  and  his  brother  loft  their  lives.    The  other  com- 
manders confidered  this  as  the  judgment  of  heaven,  and 
h^ftened  back  to  the  relief  of  Cochin :   by  ftrefis  of  wea- 
ther, however,  they  were  obliged  to  put  into  one  of  the 
Anchidivian  iflands.    Here  they  were  joined  by  Francis 
Albuquerque,  who,  on  hearing  the  fate  of  Cochin,  though 
in  the  rigour  of  the  tempcftuous  feafon,  immediately  fet 
fail  for  that  port.     When  the  fleet  appeared  in  fight  of 
Viopia,  Trimumpara  exclaiming  Portugaly  Portugal,  ran  ^ 
in  an  extacy  to  the  Portuguefe;  and  they,  in  return^ 
with  fhouts  of  triumph)  announced  the  reftoration  of  his 
crown.    The  garrifon  left  in  Cochin  by  the  Zamorim  im« 
mediately  fled.    Trimumpara  was  reftored  to  his  throne 
without  a  battle,  and  Albuquerque  gave  an  inftance  of 
his  mafterly  policy.    Together  with  the  aflurances  of  the 
3  friendfhtp 
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fncndfliip  of  Emmanuel,  he  mad^  the  king  of  Cochin  a 
prefent  of  10,000  ducats.  An  aft  whidi  wonderfully 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  princes  of  India,  and  was  a 
fisvere  wound  to  the  Zamorim. 

Francis  and  Alonzo  Albuquerque  and  Duarte  Pacheca 
were  now  at  Cochin.  The  princes,  tributary  to  Trimum-^ 
para,  who  had  deferted  to  the  Zamorim,  were  feverely 
punifhed  by  the  troops  of  Cochin,  headed  by  the  Portu- 
guefe,  and  their  depredations  were  carried  into  the  Zamo« 
rim's  own  dominions.  A  treaty  of  peace  was  at  laft  con? 
eluded,  on  terms  greatly  advantageous  to  the  Portuguefe 
^Omm^rce.  .  But  that  honour  which  had  been  of  ^he 
greeted  benefit  ta  their  affairs,  was  now  (lained.  A  ihjp 
oJE  Qalicut  was  unjuiljy  feized  by  the  Portuguefe  ag^i^t.M 
Cochin  i  nor  would.  Francis  Albuquerque, make  reftitatiXHiif 
though  required  by  the  Zamorim.  Soon  after  this,  Francis 
failed  for  Europe,  but  gave  another  inftance  of  his  infamy 
ere  he  left  India.  The  Zamorim  had  again  declared  war 
againft  the  king  of  Cochin,  and  Francis  Albuquerque  left 
only  one  (hip,  three  barges,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  for  the  defence  of  Trimumpara  ;  but  this  fmall 
body  was  commanded  by  Pacheco.  Francis  AJbuquerque, 
and  Nicholas  Coello  celebrated  in  the  Lufiad,  failed  for 

Europe,  but  were  heard  of  no  more.  ....     .     ; 

<.■■■.•• 

Anthony  Saldanna  and  Roderic  Ravafco  were  at  this  time 
fent  from  Lifbon  on  purpofe  to  cruife  about  the  mouth  of 
the  Red  Sea.  The  king  of  Melinda  was  engaged  in^^^ 
dangerous  war  with  the  king  of  Mombaifa,  and  Saldannii 

procured 
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prbcttred  him,  an  h^noitrable  peace.  But  Ravafco  a£led 
as  a  lawlefs  pirate  on  the.coafl:  of  Zanzibar.  Though  the 
iflboomt  inhabitants' ivere  in  a  treaty  of. peace  with  Gama, 
lie  .took  many  of.itheir.ihrps,  for  which  he  extorted  large 
x^dmsi.and  cpmpel|ed  the  prince  of  Zanzibar  to  pay.aa 
annual  tribute  and  own  himfelf  the  vafial  of  JEminanueli 
vTbe  Pope'i  bull,  which  gave  all  the.Eaft  to  the  king  of 
Portugal,  began  now  to  operate.  The  Portuguefe  efteeni^ 
cd.it.as  a  facred  charter;  the  natives  of  the  Eaft  felt  the 
cdnfequence  of  it,  and  conceived  a  fecret  jealoufy  and 
diflike  of  their  new  maClers.  The  exalted  policy  and  ho- 
pour.of  manyof  the  Portuguefe  governors  delayed  the  evil 
operation  of,  this  jealoufy,  but  the  remedy  was  only  tem^ 
parary.  The  Portuguefe  believed  they  had  a  right  to  de^^ 
mand  the  vaflalage  of  the  princes  of  ihe  Eaft,  and  to  pro^ 
hibit  them  the  navigation  of  their  own  feas.  When  the 
nfurpatbn  of  dominion  proceeds  from  a  fixed  principle, 
the  wifdom  of  the  ableft  "governor  can  only  ikin  oveir  the 
mortal  wound ;  for  even  the  grofleft  barbarians  are  moft 
acutely  fenfible  of  injuftice,  and  carefully  remember  the 
breaches  of  honour. 

'  Along  with  thefe  ideas  of  their  right  to  claim  dominion 
•and  to  conqueri  the  Portuguefe  brought  tolndia  an  image 
bf  the 'degenerated  conftitution  of  Lifbon.  The  governor 
a£led  under  a  fcvir  general  inftruftions,  which  contained 
irathier  advices  *  than  orders,  againft  what  countries  he 
i  fliould 

.  *  See  the  commiffion  of  the  Portuguefe  viceroys  and  the  Noiuiasf  in  the 
Appendix.  See  alfo  the  letters  of  the  king,  queen,  and  prince  of  Portugal^ 
CO  John  de  Ca(lro>  in  Andrada's  life  of  that  governor. 
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Ihould  dircA  the  force  of  his  arms*  And  in  the  executite 
power  he  was  arbitrary.  The  revenue  and  regulations  of 
commerce  were  alfo  left  to  his  difcretion  \  fuch  was  the 
infecure  and  capricious  plan  of  the  Portuguefe  commer* 
cial  eftablifliment  in  India.  It  was  (of  all^  the  moft  liable 
to  abufe)  the  worft  of  all  monopolies,  a  rfgal  oms. 
Erery  fliip  which  failed  from  Portugal  to  India  was  the 
king's  property.  Their  Indian  cargoes  were  dcpofited  in  the 
cuftom-houfe  of  Lifbon,  and  managed,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
crown,  by  the  revenue  o£Bcers.  The  tribute  paid  by  the 
vaflal  princes  of  A(ia  was  the  king's ;  and  the  fa&oriesand 
forts  were  built  and  fupported  at  his  charge  *•  In  a  word^ 
a  military  government  was  eftabliflbed  in  India,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  governor  to  fuperintend  his  majeft/s  fe*  ' 
venues  and  commercial  monopoly* 

The  Zamorim  had  now  coUefied  a  formidable  power 
for  the  deftrudion  of  Cochin.  But  before  we  mention  the 
wonderful  victories  of  Pacheco,  it  will  be  neceilary  to 
give  feme  account  of  the  land  and  maritime  forces  of  the 
£a(l.  And  here  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Fortugueie 
authors  have  given  us  but  very  imperfe£l:  accounts  of  the 
military  arts  of  India.  Yet  it  is  to  be  gathered  from  them, 
that  though  fire-arms  were  not  unknown,  they  were  but 
very  little  ufed  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe.  Two 
natives  of  Milan,  who  were  brought  to  India  by  Gama  on 
bis  fecond  voyage,  deferted  to  the  Zamorim,  and  were 
of  great  fervice  to  him  in  making  of  powder  and  cafting 

of 

*  See  Oforius,  Faria,  Bam>s,  CaAanneda,  Commentaries  written  by 
Albuquerque's  fan,  Andrada's  Life  of  John  de  Ca(tro»  $cc»  Sec.  fajfim  in 
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©f  cannon*    The  Perfiaas  defpifed  the  ufe  of  fire  arms, 
as  unmanly ;  and  the  nfe  c^  artillery  on  board  of  a  fleet 
is  feveral  times  mentioned  as  peculiar  to  the  Moors  of 
Mecca.    The  veffcis  'of  the  Zamorim  were  large  barges 
rowed  with  oars^  and  crouded  with  men»  who  fought  with 
darts  and  other  miffile  weapons.    We  arc  told  by  Oforius, 
that  the  pilot  of  Melinda,  who  conducted  Gama  to  Cali- 
cut^ defpifed  the  Aftrolabe^  as  if  ufed  to  fuperior  inftru- 
inents.     We  doubt,  however,  of  his  fuperior  knowledge^ 
for  we  know  that  he  coafted  northward  to  a  particular 
limit,  and  then  ftood  diredily  for  the  rifing  fun.     We  are 
alfo  told  by  the  Jefuits  of  the  perfcftion  of  the  Chinefe 
navigation,  and  that  they  have  had  the  ufe  of  the  compafs 
for  3000  years  ^  but  this  is  alfo  doubtful.    Some  have 
even  fuppofed,  that  Marco  Paolo,  or  fome  of  the  earlieft 
mercantile  pilgrims,  carried  the  loadftone  tq  China  ere  its 
ufe  in  navigation  was  fully  known  in  Europe.    Certain  it 
is,  that  at  this  day  the  Chinefe  cannot  arm  the  needle 
with  the  virtues  of  the  loadftone,   and  of  confequence 
have  the  compafs  in  great  ImperfeQion.     In  place  of 
hanging  the  needle,  they  lay  the  loadftone  upon  cork,  and 
fwim  it  in  water.     Vcrtomannus  relates,  that  travelling 
to  Mecca,  he  faw  the  Arabs  ufe  the  compafs  to  dire£l 
them  through  the  fandy  defarts  of  Arabia.     But  of  this 
alfo  we  doubt ;  for  there  is  not  a  name  in  any  eaftem 
language,  except  the  Chinefe,  for  that  inftrument }  nor  do 
the  Arabs  know  how  to  make  one.    They  purchafe  them 
of  Europeans,  and  the  Italian  word  Bujfola  is  the  name  of 
the  compafs  among  the  Turksi  and  all  the  natives  of  the 
Eaft,  on  this  fide  of  China* 

Vol.1.  h  While 
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While  the  Zamorim  was  preparing  his  formidable  anna«« 
ment  againft  Cochin,  the  fecurity  which  appeared  on  the 
xnien  of  Pacheco,  prompted  Trimumpara  to  fufpeA  fome 
fraud :  and  he  entreated  that  captain  to  confefs  what  he 
intended.    Pacheco  felt  all  the  refentment  of  honour^ 
and  aflured  him  of  vickorj.    He  called  a  meeting  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,   and  uttered  the  fevereft  threats 
againft  any  perfon  who  fliould  dare  to  defert  to  the  Zamo- 
'  rim,  or  to  leave  the  ifland  *.    Every  precaution,  by  which 
the  palTage  to  the  ifland  of  Cochin  might  be  fecured^ 
was  taken  by  Pacheco.    The  Portuguefe  took  the  facra- 
ment,  and  devoted  themfelves  to  death.     The  kmg  oi 
Cochin's  troops  amounted  only  to  5000 ;  the  fleet  and 
army  of  the  Zamorim  confifted  of  57,000  men.     Yet  this 
great  army,  though  provided  with  brafs  cannon,  and  other- 
wife  aflfifted  by  the  two  Milanefe  engineers,  was  defeated 
by  Pacheco.     Seven  times  the  Zamorim  raifed  new  ar- 
mies, fome  of  them  more  numerous  than  the  firft,  but 
all  of  them  were  defeated  at  the  fords  of  Cochin,  by  the 
ftratagems  and  intrepidity  of  Pacheco.     Though  the  Za- 
morim in  the  latter  battles  expofed  his  own  perfon  to  the 
greateft  danger,  and  was  fometimes  fprinkled  with  the 
blood  of  his  attendants ;  though  he  had  recourfe  to  poifoa 
and  every  art  of  fraud,  all  his  attempts,  open  and  private, 

were 

•  Soon  after  this  order,  two  fifiiermen  were  broaght  before  Iiim,  who  had 
been  following  their  employment  beyond  the  limits  he  had  ptefcribed. 
Pacheco  ordered  them  to  be  hanged  in  prifon.  The  king  pleaded  for  their 
lives,  hut  Pacheco  in  public  was  inexorable.  In  the  night,  however,  he  fent 
the  two  fifhermcn  to  the  king's  palace,  where  he  defired  they  might  be  con- 
cealed wjtii  the  greateft  fecrccy ;  and  t!ie  feverity  of  their  fate  was  publickljr 
believed.    Such  was  the  humanity  and  drift  difcipline  of  this  brave  ofiicer« 
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V^cre  baffled.  At  laft,  in  dcfpair  of  revenge,  he  refigncd 
his  croWn,  and  (hut  himfclf  up  for  the  remainder  of  his 
xiays  in  one  of  his  idol  temples.  Soon  after  the  kingdom 
of  Cochin  was  thus  reftored  to  profperity,  Pacheco  was. 
recalled  to  Europe.  The  king  of  Portugal  paid  the  higheft 
compliments  to  his  valour;  and  as  he  had  acquired  no 
fortune  in  India,  in  reward  of  his  fervices  he  gave  him  a 
lucrative  government  in  Africa,  But  merit  always  has 
enemies.  Pacheco  was  accufcd,  and  by  the  king's  order 
brought  to  Lifbon  in  irons  :  and  thofe  hands  which  pre* 
ferved  the  intereft  of  Portugal  in  India,  were  in  Portugal 
chained  in  a  dungeon  a  confiderable  time,  ere  a  legal  trial 
determined  the  juftice  of  this  feverity.  He  was  at  laft 
tried,  and  honourably  ac<)uitted;  but  his  merit  was  thought 
of  no  more,  and  he  died  in  an  alms-houfe.  Merit  thus 
repaid,  is  a  fevere  wound  to  an  empire.  The  generous 
ardour  of  military  fpirit  cannot  receive  a  colder  check, 
than  fuch  examples  are  fure  to  give  it. 

Before  the  departure  of  Pacheco,  a  fleet  of  thirteen  (hips, 
commanded  by  Lopez  Soarez,  arrived  in  India.  The  new 
iZamorim  beheld  with  regret  the  ruined  condition  of  his 
kingdom,  his  tributary  ptinces  not  only  now  independent, 
but  poflefled  of  the  commerce  which  formerly  enriched 
Calicut,  the  fatal  confequence  of  his  uncle  and  prede- 
ceflbr*s  obftinacy.  Taught  by  thefe  examples,  he  defired 
a  peace  with  the  Portuguefe ;  but  Soared  would  hear  no- 
thing till  the  two  Milanefe  deferters  were  delivered  up. 
This  the  Zamorim  refolutely  refufed.  And  Soarez,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  fate  of  fome  Portuguefe  who  had  been  left 

h  2  at 
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at  Calicut  hj  Cabral,  battered  the  city  two  days^  in  place 
of  granting  an  honourable  and  commercial  peace.  Nor 
was  this  his  only  political  error.  By  iDbewing  fuch  eager- 
nefs  to  fecure  the  Milanefe  engineers^  he  told  the  Zamo- 
rim  the  value  of  thefe  European  artifts.  And  that  prince 
foon  after  applied  to^  the  SoMan  of  Egypt,  who  fent  him 
four  Venetians,  able  engineers,  and  mafters  of  the  art  of 
the  fbundery  of  cannon. 

In  the  (lately  fpirit  of  conqueft  Soarez  traverfed  the  In- 
dian feas,  deftroyed  many  Calicutian  and  Mooriih  veflels, 
and  made  various  princes  pay  tribute  and  confefs  them« 
felves  the  vafTals  of  Emmanuel.  But  the  Soldan  of  Egypt 
began  now  to  threaten  hoftilities,  and  a  ftronger  force  of 
the  Portuguefe  was  neceffary.  Francifco  d'Almeyda,  an 
officer  of  diftinguiflied  merit,  was  therefore  appointed 
viceroy  of  India,  and  was  fent  with  two  and  twenty  flnpj 
to  affert  his  jurifdiftion.  And  according  to  the  uncom- 
mercial ideas  of  Gothic  conqueft  with  which  he  fet  out, 
he  continued  to  aA.  On  his  artival  at  Quiloa,  a  meeting 
between  him  and  the  king  was  appointed.  Almeyda  at-' 
tended,  but  the  king  did  not,  for  a  black  cat,  as  he  fet 
out,  happended  to  crofs  his  way,  and  intimidated  by  this 
evil  omen,  he  declined  the  interview.  On  this,  Almeyda 
levelled  his  city  with  the  ground,  and  appointed  another 
king,  tributary  to  Emmanuel.  Some  late  treacheries  of 
Mombaffa  were  alfo  revenged  by  the  deftruftion  of  that 
city  and  the  vaflalage  of  its  monarch.  When  the  viceroy 
arrived  in  India,  he  defeated  the  king  of  Onor,  built  fert» 
and  left  garrifons  in  various  places*    Trimumpara,  king 

of 
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of  CochiHi  had  now  retirod  to  fpeiid  die  eremng  of  his 
life  in  a  Brahmin  temple,  and  his  nephew,  wh^  with 
great  pomp  was  crowned  by  Almeyda,  acknowledged  him- 
felf  die  tributary  of  the  kbg  <jf  PortugaL 

The  Soldan  of  Egypt  wjis  at  this  time  one  x>f  the  greiit* 
dt  princes  of  tht  world.  Much  ct  the  lucradve  com- 
merce c(  fhe  Eaft  had  long  flowed  to  the  Weft  ^uron^ 
his' dominions.  His  fleets  and  his  arrnues  were  tbos  ren^ 
dered  numerous  and  powerful,  and  bound  by  their  poll* 
tical  religion,  every  Mohammedan  prince^  in  a  war  mnflk 
the  Chriftians,  was  his  ally.  A  heavy  revenge  of  the 
crufades  was  in  meditation,  and  Europe,  miferably  divided 
jjQ  itfelf,  invited  its  own  ruin ;  when,  as  it  is  expreflfed 
by  the  Abb6  Reynal,  the  liberties  of  mankind  were  faved 
by  the  voyage  of  Vafco  de  Gama.  The  arrival  of  the 
Portuguefe  in  the  eafl:ern  feas  entirely  uahbged  the 
ftrongeft  fences  of  the  Mohammedan  power;  and  the 
finews  of  the  Egyptian  and  Turki(h  ftrength  were  cut 
afunder  by  that  deftru£i:ion  of  their  commerce  which  fol- 
lowed the  prefence  of  the  Eurc^eans.  And  thus  alfo 
Europe  is  taught  the  means  which  will  for  ever  fecure 
her  againfl:  the  ravages  of  the  Saracens,  and  other  eaftern 
barbarians,  whom  (he  has  already  experienced  as  more 
cruel  invaders,  and  whom  Greece  ftill  feels  as  more  dread- 
ful tyrants,  than  the  Goths  and  the  Vandals  *• 

Enraged 

•  A  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  eailem  world,  and  the  channels  in 
which  it  flovired,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe,  is  thus  accurate^  given 
bf  Fmiay  Soujk,  <<  Before  thefe  our  difcoveries,  the  fpicery  and  riches  of 
the  caftem  world  were  brought  to  £urope  with  great  charge  and  iromenfe 

li  3  trouble. 
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Enraged  with  the  interruption  which  his  trade  bad  aU 
ready  received^  the  Soldan  refolved  to  prevent  its  utter 
rain.  He  threatened  the  extirpation  of  all  the  Cbriftians 
in  his  dominions,  if  the  court  of  Rome  woii^d  not  order 
the  king  of  Portugal  to  withdraw  his  fleets  for  ever  from 
the  eaftem  feas.  One  Maurus>  a  monk,  was  his  ambaf- 
iador  to  Rome  and  Lifbon^  but  in  place  of  promifes  of 
compliance,  he  returned  with  the  feverer  threats  of  Enw 
manuel.  War  was  now  determined  by  the  Soldan,  and  a 
moft  formidable  fleet,  fixty  vefiels  of  which  were  larger 
than  the  Portuguefe,  manned  with  Turks  experienced  in 

wari 

trouble.  The  merchandife  of  the  clove  of  Malucca,  the  mace  and  nutmeg  of 
Banda,  the  fandal-wood  of  Timor,  the  camphire  of  Borneo,  the  goW  andfilver 
of  Luconia,  the  fpices>  drugs,  dyer,  and  perfumes,  and  all  the  various  riches 
of  Cliina,  Java,  Siam,  and  the  adjacent  kingdoms,  centered  in  the  city  of 
Malaca,  in  the  golden  Cherfo'nefus.'  Hither  all  the  traders  of  the  countries, 
as  far  weft  as  Ethiopia  and  the  Red  Sea,  reforted,  and  bartered  their  Qwii 
commodities  for  thofe  th^y  received  j  for  filver  and  gold  were  efteemed  as  the 
leaft  valuable  articles.  By  this  trade  the  great  cities  of  Calicut,  Cambaya, 
Ormuz,  and  Aden,  were  enriched  5  nor  was  Malaca  the  only  fource  of  the^r 
wealth.  The  weftern  regions  of  Afia  had  full  pofleflion  of  the  commerce  of 
the  rubies  of  Pegu,  the  filks  of  Bengal,  the  ps?arls  of  Calicare,  the  diamonds 
of  Narfinga,  the  cinnamon  and  rubies  of  Ceylon,  the  pepper  and  every  fp|- 
cery  of  Malabar,  and  wherever  in  the  eaftem  iflands  and  ftiores  Nature  had 
lavi(hed  her  various  riches.  Of  the  more  wefttrn  commerce  Ormuz  v^as 
the  great  niart ;  for  from  thence  the  eaftem  commodities  were  conveyed  up 
the  Perfian  gulph  to  Baftbra  on  the  mouth  of  thcf  Euphrates,  and  from  thence 
diftributed  in  caravans  to  Armenia,  Trebifond,  Tartary,  Aleppo,  Damafcus, 
and  the  port  of  Barut  on  the  Mediterranean.  Suez  on  the  Red  Sea  was  aUb 
a  moft  important  mart.  Here  the  caravans  loaded  and  procee<;ied  to  Grand 
^airo,  from  whence  the  Nile  conveyed  their  riches  to  Alexandria ;  at  which 
city  and  at  Barut  fome  Europeans,  the  Venetians  in  particular,  loaded  their 
veifels  with  the  riches  of  the  eaftem  world,  which  at  immenfe  prices  they 
diftributed  throughout  Europe."  While  the  eaftem  commerce  flowed 
through  thefe  channels,  the  eaftem  kingdoms  were  wonderfully  ftrengthened 
and  enriched  by  it.  By  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe  every  thing  was  re^ 
Vf  ^cd,  and  the  fafcty  of  Europe  fccurcd. 
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^var,  were  £ent  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Zamorim.  But  hj 
the  fuperior  naval  (kill  and  romantic  bravery  of  Almeyda 
andhis  fon  Lorenzo^  this  mighty  armament  was  defeated. 

At  this  time  Triftan  de  Cugna,  and  the  celebrated  Al- 
phonfo  Albuquerque,  arrived  in  the  Eaft,  and  carried  war 
and  viftory  from  Sofala  to  India.  Allured  by  the  honour 
and  commercial  treaties  of  Gama  and  Cabral,  feveral 
princes  of  India  invited  thefe  flrangers  to  their  harbours. 
But  the  ^Iteration  of  the  behaviour  and  claims  of  thePor- 
tuguefe,  had  altered  the  fentiments  of  tlje  natives.  Al- 
moft  every  port  now  oppofed  the  entrance  of  the  Portu- 
gucfe,  and  the  cargo  of  almoft  every  fliip  they  loaded 
was  purchafed  with  blood.  At  the  fack  of  the  city  of 
Lamo,  fome  of  the  foldiers  under  Cugna. cut  off  the  hands 
and  ears  of  the  women,  to  get  their  bracelets  and  ear- 
rings  with  more  expedition.  But  though  thefe  mifcreants, 
by  overloading  their  boat  with  their  plunder,  were  all 
drowned,  this  ftain  oi^  the  Portuguefe  chara£):er  made 
deftru£tive  war  againft  the  Pprtuguefe  name  and  intereft. 
When  Albuquerque  arrived  before  Ormuz,  he  fummonecj 
the  king  to  become  the  vaffal  of  Emmanuel,  and  to  be 
happy  under  the  prote0:ion  of  fo  great  a  prince.  The 
king  of  Ormuz>  who  expeded  fuch  a  vifit,  had  provided 
an  army  of  33,000  men,  6000  of  whom  were  expert 
archers,  auxiliaries  of  Perfia.  Yet  thefe  were  defeated  by 
460  difciplined  men,  well  played  cannon,  and  the  daunt- 
Jefs  valour  of  Albuquerque.  And  the  king  of  Ormuz 
fubmitted  to  vaffalage.  Lords  of  the  feas  alfo,  the  Portu- 
guefe permitted  no  ftiip  to  fail  without  a  Portuguefe  paff- 

h4  port. 
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port*  Nor  was  tbis  regarded)  whcsi  avarice  pvompced  thit 
iShe  paflfK^t  was  forged  **  A  riok  fliip  of  Cananor  was 
on  this  pretence  taken  and  plundered^  and  the  unhappy 
creW)  to  conceal  the  villainy,  were  fcwed  up  in  the  fail 
cloths  and  drowned.  Vaz,  it  is  true,  the  commander  of 
this  horrid  deed,  was  broken.  But  the  bodies  of  the 
Moors  were  thrown  on  fliore  by  the  tide,  and  the  king  of 
Cananor,  the  valuable  ally  of  Portugal,  in  revenge  of  tins 
treachery,  joined  the  Zamorim,  and  declared  war  againft 
the  Portuguefe.  Another  powerful  armament,  command* 
cd  by  Mir  Hocem,  a  chief  of  great  valour,  was  fent  by 
the  Soldan.  Perfia  alfo  aflifted.  And  even  the  moun* 
tains  of  Dalmatia  f ,  by  the  connivance  of  Venice,  were 
tobbed  of  their  forefts,  to  build  navies  in  Arabia  to  mili» 
tate  againft  the  Portuguefe. 

Almeyda  fent  hb  brave  fon  Lorenzo  to  give  battle  to 
Mir  Hocem,  but  Lorenzo  fell  the  viflim  of  his  romantic 
bravery.  While  the  father  prepared  to  revenge  the  death 
of  his  fon,  his  recall,  and  the  appointment  of  Albuquerque 
to  fucceed  him,  arrived  from  Europe ;  but  Almeyda  re- 
fufed  to  refign  till  he  had  revenged  his  fon's  defeat.  On 
this,  a  difpute  between  the  two  governors  arofe,  of  fatal 
confequence  to  the  Portuguefe  intereft  in  Afia.    ^bu- 

querque 

*  Sometimes^  In  place  of  t  paft>  the  Moerifh  <veflel$  carried  their  «nwn 
letters  of  condemnation.  As  thus,  l^e  owner  of  tbis  Jhif  is  a  very  tvicktd 
Mmt*  I  d^re  tbefirft  Portuguefg  xaptain  to  vob&m  fits  isjh€wn  mcy  makefmvu 
9f  ber,    Vid.  Faria. 

f  The  timber  was  brought  through  the  Mediterranean  to  Cairp,  and  from 
tjience  wa?  carried  by  ca<nf  Is  to  the  port  of  Snc?. 
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^otrqiie  wu  smpdfonedy  and  future  goreniors  often 
urg^d  diis  example  on  both  fides  of  the  qneftion^  both  to 
pfotrad  the  continuance,  and  preft  the  inftant  furrender  of 
ottce.  Ahneyda,  having  defeated  the  Z^morim  and  hia 
Egypthm  allies,  failed  for  Europe  *,  crowned  with  military 
laurels.  But  though  thus  plumed  in  the  vulgar  eye,  his 
teftaUidiments  were  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  commerce. 
He  fought^  indeed,  and  conquered^  bat  he  left  more  ene- 
mies of  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Eaft  than  he  found  there. 
The  honours  he  attained  were  likeliis,  who  having  ex- 
tinguiflied  a  few  houfes  on  fire,  marches  out  of  a  city  in 
triumph,  forgetful  of  the  glowing  cmbcre  left  in  every 
comer,  ready  to  burft  forth  in  a  general  flame.  It  was 
left  for  the  great  Albuquerque  to  eftabliih  the  Portuguefe 
empire  in  A£a  on  a  furer  bafis,  on  ads  of  mutual  benefit 
to  the  foreign  colonifts  and  native  princes. 

Albuquerque,  as  foon  as  he  entered  upon  his  govern- 
ment, turned  his  thoughts  to  the  folid  eftablifliment  of 
At  Portuguefe  empire.  To  extinguifli  the  power  of  Ca- 
licut, and  to  ere£l:  a  fortified  capital  for  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, were  his  firft  ddGgns;  and  in  thcfe  he  was 
greatly  affifted,  both  by  the  arms  and  the  counfel  of  Ti- 
moja  the  pirate,  who  very  much  mjured  by  the  Indhin 
princes,  was  glad  to  enter  into  alliance  with  the  Portu- 
guefe. Don  Fernando  Coutinho,  previous  to  die  ad* 
vancement  of  Albuquerque,  had  arrived  in  India,  vefted 
with  a  difcretionary  power  independant  of  the  will  of  the 
governor.  The  natural  confequences  of  this  extraordi- 
nary 
•  See  hU  fate,  p.  66.  v61«  ii. 


cxxu  PORTUGUESE    ASIA. 

nary  policy  foon  appeared.  With  thirty  veflels  and  2400 
men,  Albuquerque  and  Coutinho  failed  from  Cochin:  to 
befiege  Calicut.  It  was  agreed,  that  the  troops  linder 
.Coutino  (hould  have  the  honour  to  land  'firft.  Thofe 
under  Albuquerque,  however,  galled  by  the  enemy,  leapt 
firft  afhore.  Coutinho,  on  this,  roughly  upbraided  him: 
To  conquer  the  feeble  Indians^  he  faid,  was  nofuch  honour  as 
fome  boafiid.  And  I  will  tell  the  king  of  Portugal ,  he  added, 
that  I  entered  the  palace  of  the  Zamorim  with  only  my  cane  in 
my  hand,  Albuquerque  remonftrated  the  danger  of  raih- 
jiefs  in  vain.  Coutinho  ordered  Jafper  de  Gama,  the 
Polonian  Jew,  to  conduct  him  to  the  palace;  to  which, 
with  800  men,  he  marched  in  confufed  fpeed.  Albu* 
querque,  whofe  magnanimity  could  revenge  no  infult  when 
his  country's  intereft  was  at  ftake  in  the  hour  of  battle, 
followed  in  good  order  with  $00  men,  and  left  others  pro» 
perly  ftationed,  to  fecure  a  retreat ;  for  he  forefaw  de- 
ftruftion.  Coutinho,  after  feveral  attacks,  at  laft,  with 
the  lofs  of  many  men,  entered  the  palace,  and  gave  his 
foldiers  liberty  to  plunder.  All  was  now  diforder  among 
them.  And  Albuquerque,  who  perceived  it,  entreated 
Coutinhp,  by  meflage,  to  beware  of  a  fiercer  attack.  He 
was  anfwered,  He  might  take  care  of  the  troops  under  his 
own  command*  After  two  hours  fpent  in  plundering  the 
palace,  Coutinho  fet  fire  to  it,  and  marched  out.  But 
ere  he  could  join  Albuquerque,  both  parties  were  fur- 
rounded  by  enraged  multitudes.  Coutinho  and  his  braveft 
officers  fell ;  Albuquerque  was  wounded  by  arrows  in  thQ 
neck  and  left  arm.  At  laft,  ftrucfc  on  the  breaft  by  a 
Jarge  ftone,  he  dropped  down,  to  appearance  dead.  On 
his  (hield  he  was  carried  off  with  great  difficulty.     All 

was 
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was  confufion  in  the  retreat,  till  the  hodj  of  referve, 
placed  by  Albuquerque^  came  up,  and  repulfed  the  ene« 
my.  Albuquerque  was  carried  on  board  without  hope  of 
recovery.  His  health,  however,  was  reftored  at  Cochin, 
and  the  Zamorim  allowed  a  fort  to  be  built  near  Calicut, 
smd  fubmitted  to  the  terms  of  peace  propofed  by  the  Por- 
(uguefe  governor* 

.  The  iiland  of  Goa,  on  the  coaft  of  Decan,  a  mod 
commodious  (ituation  for  the  feat  of  empire,  and  whofc 
prince  had  been  treacherous  to  Gama,  after  various  def- 
perate  engagements,  was  at  laft  yielded  to  Albuquerque. 
According  to  his  defign,  he  fortified  it  in  the  beft  manner, 
and  rendered  it  of  the  utmoit  confequence  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  Portuguefe  power.  He  now  turned  his 
thoughts  to  Malaca,  the  great  mart  of  the  eaftem  half  of 
the  oriental  world.  Under  the  government  of  Almeyda, 
Sequeira  had  failed  thither,  and  while  about  fettling  a 
treaty  with  the  natives,  narrowly  efcap^d  a  treacherous 
piaflacre,  in  which  feveral  of  his  men  were  llain.  Albu- 
querque offered  peace  and  commerce,  but  demanded 
;itonemcnt  for  this  injury.  His  terms  were  rejefied,  and 
this  important  place,  won  by  moft  aftonifliing  vi&ories, 
was  now  added  to  the  Portuguefe  dominion* 

Albuquerque  now  devoted  his  attention  to  the  grand 
obje£l  of  his  wi(hes,  the  permanent  eftablifliment  of  the 
Portuguefe  dominion  in  Afia.  His  ideas  were  great  and 
comprehenfive ;  and  his  plan,  perhaps,  the  bed  ever  pro- 
duced under  an  arbitrary  government.    His  predeceffor 

Almeyda 
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Almeyda  had  the  fame  objeft  in  Tiew,  but  he  thought  the 
conqueft  and  fettlement  of  cities  would  weaken  and  di*i 
vide  the  Portuguefe  ftrength.  Superiority  at  fea  he 
efteemed  as  the  fureft  method  to  command  all  India;  and 
wic  fafe  ftation,  where  the  fliips  might  winter,  was  all 
the  eftabKftiment  he  defired.  Albuquerque,  on  the  con- 
trary, deemed  the  pofiefBon  of  many  harbours,  and  ad« 
joining  territory,  as  the  only  efiFedual  means  to  enfure  the 
continuance  of  the  naval  fuperiority.  He  efteemed  the 
fopply  of  the  regal  monopoly,  fays  Oforius,  as  an  inferior 
coflfideration ;  to  enlarge  and  render  permanent  the  revc- 
sraes  of  fovereignty  was  his  grand  deiign.  As  one  tetoh 
peft  might  deftroy  the  ftrcngth  of  their  navy,  while  there 
was  only  one  harbour  to  afibrd  refuge,  he  confidered  Ac 
Portuguefe  dominion  not  only  as  very  infecure,  but  aMo 
as  extremely  precarious,  while  they  depended  upon  mili- 
tary and  naval  fupplies  from  Lifbon.  To  prevent  and  re- 
medy thefe  apparent  evils  was  therefore  his  ambition ;  and 
for  Ae(e  purpofes  he  extended  hts  fettlements  from  Or- 
muz  in  Perfia  to  Ae  Chinefe  fea,  H«  eftabiiflied  cuftom- 
Kovfes  in  every  port,  to  receive  the  kiog's  duties  on  mer- 
cfaandife^  andthevaft  revenue  which  arofe  from  diefe 
«nd  the  tribute  of  the  vaflM  princes,  gave  a  fanftion  to 
his  fyftem.  At  Goa,  the  capital  of  this  new  empire,  he 
coined  money,  inftituted  a  council-chamber  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  city,  and  here  and  at  all  his  fettlements 
he  credled  courts  of  jufticc  *,  and  gave  new  regulation^ 

to 

*  Vthmtttn^abt  a  nathwof  Jatt,  and  one  of  the  greated  men  of  Malaoi, 
WIS,  together  with  his  £bn  and  fon-in-law,  detc^ed  in  a  Qonfpiracy  againft 
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to  fach  as  had  been  formerly  eftabliflied.  And  that  thb 
cmpif c  might  be  able  to  levy  armies  and  build  fleets  ia 
its  own  defence,  he  encouraged  the  marriage  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  with  the  natives  ♦.  His  female  captives  he  treated 
with  the  utmoft  kindnefs,  and  having  married  them  to 
his  foidiers,  gave  them  fettlements  in  the  ifland  of  Gkia* 
And  hence,  during  the  regency  of  John  de  Caftro,  little 
more  than  thirty  years  after,  the  ifland  of  Goa  itfelf  was 
able  to  build  the  fleets  and  to  kvy  the  armies^  which,  by 
faving  the  important  fort  and  city  of  Dio,  prefenred  the 
Portuguefe  iutereft  in  India. 

In  confequence  of  hb  plan  of  empire,  Albuquerque 
conftttuted  Malaca  the  capital  of  the  eafUrn  part  of  the 
Portuguefe  dominion.  Here^  as  at  Goa,  he  coined  mo- 
ney, and  by  his  juftice^  and  affable,  generous  manner^ 
won  the  affedion  and  efteem  of  the  people  whom  he  had 
conquered.  He  received  from  and  fent  ambafladors  to 
the  king  of  Siam  and  other  princes,  to  whom  he  oflFered 
the  trade  of  Malaca  on  more  advantageous  conditions 
than  it  had  hitherto  been.  And  an  immenfe  commerce 
from  China  and  all  the  adjacent  regions  foon  filled  that 
harbour.  For  here,  as  at  Ormuz  and  Goa,  the  redu£kioa 
which  he  made  in  the  cufloms,  gave  an  increafe  of  trade 

which 

the  Portuguefe.  For  this  they  were  publickly  tried  in  the  court  eftabltfhed 
by  Albuquerque ;  were  condemned^  and  publickly  executed.  This  is  the 
firft  inftance  of  the  execution  of  nativvs  under  the  authority  of  Earopeaa 
<ip>iirts. 

*  The  defcendants  of  thefe  marriages  people  the  coads  of  the  eaft  at  this 
day.  They  are  called  Mefticos  or  Meflizes,  arc  become  favages,  fpeak  a  broken 
Portuguefe,  called  lingua  Franca  by  the  iailors.  Many  of  the  Uack  fervantt 
brought  to  Europe  are  of  this  race. 
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which  almoft  doubled  the  revenue  of  the  king  of  FottiiA 
gal.     When  Albuquerque  returned  to  Goa,  he  was  re* 
ceived,  fays  Faria,  as  a  father  by  his  family.      The  ifland 
was   at   this  time  befieged   by    20,000    of  Hydal  Can, 
the  lord  of   Decan's   troops,   yet    viftory  declared  for 
Albuquerque.     But  to  difplay  the  terror  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  arms  was  only  the  fecond  motive  of   this  great 
man.    To  convince  the  Indian  princes  of  the  value  of 
bis  friendOiip  was  his  firfl:  care,  and  treaties  of  commerce 
were  with  mutual  fatisfa£l:ion  concluded  with  the  king  of 
Bifnagar,  the  king  of  Narfinga,  and  other  powerful  princes. 
The  city  of  Aden,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  was 
of  great  importance  to  the  fleets  of  the  Soldan*     Albu- 
querque twice  attacked  this  place,  but  could  not  carry  it 
for  want  of  military  ftotes.     By  the  veflcls,  however, 
which  he  kept  on  thefe  coafts,  he  gave  a  fevere  wound  to 
the  Egyptian  and  Moorifli  commerce ;    and  by  the  efta- 
blifliments  which  he  made  in  India,  entirely  ruined  it/ 
Mahomet,  the   expelled  tyrant   of  Malaca,  aflifted  by, 
20,000  Javans,  attempted  to  recover  his  throne;  but  the 
wifli  of  the  people  was  fulfilled,  and  Albuquerque,  who 
failed  to  iti  relief,  was  again  vidlorious.     The  Perfians, 
to  whom   Ormuz  had  been   tributary,   endeavoured  to 
bring  it  again  under  their  yoke*;  but  Albuquerque  haf. 

tened 

♦  When  the  Pcrfiansfent  a  demand  of  tribute,  Albuqnerque  faid  itihoald 
be  paid  ;  and  a  large  filver  bafon,  under  cover,  was  prefented  to  the  annbafla- 
dor.  When  uncovered,  leaden  bullets  and  points  of  fpears  appeared. 
There,  faid  Albuquerque,  is  the  tribute  which  the  kings  of  Portugal  pay- 
Admiration  of  the  virtues  of  their  enemies  was  the  ancient  charader  of  the 
Perfians.  Ifmael,  the  Sophi  from  whom  Ormuz  was  rent,  foon  after  pro- 
fefled  the  higheft  idea  of  the  valour  of  Albuquerque.      He  courted  hit 

friendHilpy 
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ttncd  from  Maiaca,  and  totally  defeated  them,  to  the 
Cncere  joy  of  the  inhabitants.  Here  he  fell  fickj  and 
being  advifed  by  his  phyficians  to  go  to  India  for  the  reco* 
very  of  his  health,  the  king  of  Ormuz,  who  called  hini 
his  father,  parted  from  him  with  tears.  On  his  way 
to  India  he  received  intelligence,  that  a  fleet,  arrived  fronn 
Portugal,  had  brought  his  recall;  that  Lopez  Soarez  was 
appointed  to  fucceed  him,  and  that  lago  Mendez  was  come 
to  be  governor  of  Cochin.  When  he  heard  this,  he  ex- 
claimed, Are  tbefe  whom  I  fent  prifoners  to  Portugal  for 
heinous  crimes^  are  thefe  returned  to  he  governors  /  Old  man^ 
Ohjfor  thy  grave  J  Thou  hajl  incurred  the  kin^s  dij^leafurt 
for  the  fake  of  thefubjeSiSj  and  the  fuhjeBs  for  the  fake  of  the 
ting  !  Old  man,  fy  to  thy  grave,  and  retain  that  honour 
thou  haft  ever  preferved!  A  profound  melancholy  now 
ieized  him ;  but  finding  the  certain  approaches  of  death, 
lie  recovered  his  chcarfulnefs,  and  with  great  fervor  gave 
thanks  to  God,  that  a  new  governor  was  ready  to  facteed 
him.  On  the  bar  of  Goa,  in  the  fixty-third  year  of  his 
age,  he  breathed  his  laft  *,  after  a  regency  of  little  more 

than 

frjcnd/hip,  and  fcnt  ambafladors  to  Emmanuel.  In  this  corrcfpondencc  the 
progrefs  of  fire-arms  in  the  Eaft  may  be  traced.  In  151 5  he  folicited  that 
Bortuguefe  artifts  might  be  fent  to  teach  his  fubjefls  the  art  of  cafting  can- 
non.    Vid.  Oibr.  1.x. 

.  •  A  little  before  he  died  he  wrote  this  manly  letter  to  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal. *'  Under  the  pangs  of  death,  in  the  difficult  bnatking  of  the  laft  bour^  / 
n»r\te  this  my  left  letter  toyeur  Higbnejs ;  the  laft  of  many  I  have  'written  to  yam 
full  of  life,  for  I  was  then  employed  in  your  ferince,  J  have  a  Jon,  Bias  de  Albu-^ 
fuerfue  $  /  entreat  your  Higbnejs  to  make  him  as  great  as  my  Jervices  dejerve,  ^be 
affnrs  of  India  will  anjwer  for  themjelves,  and  for  me,"**  Oforius  layg,  tlw 
latter  part  of  the  Gofpel  of  John  was,  at  his  defire,  repeatedly  read  to  him  j 
and  he  expired  with  the  grcateft  compofure.  Long  after  his  death  his  bonet 
were  brought  to  Portugal;  but  it  was  with- great  difficulty,  and  after  long 
delays,  ere  the  inhabitants  of  Goa  would  confent  to  pare  with  his  re* 
mains. 
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than  five  years.  Yet^  In  thb  flrart  fpace^  he  not  only 
opened  all  the  eaftern  world  to  the  commerce  of  Porto* 
gal,  but  by  the  r^ulations  of  his  humane  and  exalted 
policy,  by  the  ftri£l  diftribntion  of  juftice  which  he  efta-^ 
bliflied,  fecured  its  power  on  a  baCs,  which  nothing  but 
the  difcontinuance  of  his  meafures  could  fubvert.  Under 
Albuquerque  the  proud  boaft  of  the  hiftorian  Faria  was 
}uftified.  The  trophies  of  our  viBoriex^  fays  be,  an  mi 
hndfed  helmets  and  warEie  engines  hung  on  the  trees  cf  the 
Mountains  /  but  cities^  ifiandsy  and  kingdoms^  jirji  huwUed 
under  our  feet  ^  and  thenjojfuUj  nvorjbipping  our  governments 
The  princes  of  India,  who  viewed  Albuquerque  as  their 
father,  cloathed  themfelves  in  mourning  on  his  death,  for 
they  had  experienced  the  happinefs  and  protection  whidi 
his  friendfhip  gave  them.  And  the  fincerity  of  their 
grief  (hewed  Emmanuel  what  a  fttbje£l  he  had  loft* 
He  was  buried  at  Goa,  and  it  became  cnftomary 
for  the  Mohammedan  and  Gentoo  inhabitants  of  that 
city,  when  injured  by  the  Portuguefe,  to  come  and  weep 
at  his  tomb,  utter  their  complaints  to  his  manes,  and  call 
upon  his  God  to  revenge  their  wrongs. 

Accuftomed  to  the  affable  manners  of  Albuquerque, 
the  referved  haughty  dignity  afliimed  by  Soarez  gave  the 
Indian  allies  of  Portugal  the  firft  proof  that  the  mourning 
which  they  wore  for  his  predeceffbr  was  not  without 
caufe.  Now,  fay  the  Portuguefe  authors,  commenced 
the  period  when  the  foldier  no  more  followed  the  dilates 
of  honour,  when  thofe  who  had  been  captains  became 
traders,  and  rapacious  plunderers  of  the  innocent  natives. 
2  Hitherto 
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riitiicrto  the  loading  of  the  king's  vcflcls  had  been  the 
pfrincipal  mercantile  bufincfs  of  the  Portugucfc.    Thcf 
now  more  particularly  interfered  with  the  commerce  of 
the  Moors  and  Indians.     Many  quitted  the  military  fer- 
vicc,  and  became  private   adventurers;  and  many  who' 
yearly  arrived  from  Portugal,  in  place  of  entering  into  the 
king's  fcrvice,  followed  this  example.     But  their  com- 
xrierce  was  entirely  confined  to  the  harbours  of  the  eaflf, 
for*  It  was  the  fole  prerogative  of  the  king  to  fend  car- 
goes to  Europe.     This  coafting  trade  in  the  hands  of  thfc' 
Pbttuguefe  increafed  the  revenue  of  the  royal  cu(Eom« 
houfes.     But  the  fudden  riches  which  it  proinifed,  drevi^" 
into  it  many  more  adventurers  than,  it  was  feared^  the 
military  government  of  India  could  afford  to  lofe*     And 
thence  the  difcouragement  of  this  trade  was  efteemed  the 
duty,  and  became  a  principal  obje<^  of  the  Portuguefe 
viceroys.     And  indeed  in  its  beft  (late  it  was  only  worthy 
of  tranfported  felons.    It  tvas  governed  by  no  certain 
laws.     The  courts  eftabliflied  by  Albuquerque  were  eU 
ther  corrupted  or  without  power,  and  the  petty  gover- 
nor of  every  petty  fort  was  arbitrary  in  his  harbour. 
Under  thefe  difadvantages,  fo  inaufpicious  to  honeft  in- 
duftry,   the    Portuguefe    adventurers    in  this    coafting 
trade  became  mere  pirates,  and  it  was  ufual  for  them 
to  procure  the  loading  of  their  fhipsj  f^ys  Faria,  ia 
the  military  way,  as  if  upon  the  forage  ia  an  enemy's 
country.      Nor  was   this   coafting    trade  folely  in  the 
hands  of  private   adventurers.    The  king  had  a  large 
(bare    in  it,  and  undoubtedly  the  moft  advantageous. 
VoL.h  i  ThH 
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This  18  confirmed  by  Faria  (fub  aun.  1540  and  1541) 
who  mentions  his  majefty's  goods  as  carried  from  port  to 
port,  and  committed  from  one  officer  to  the  charge  o£ 
another.  Such  was  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  free  trad§ 
of  the  Portuguefe  in  India,  a  trade,  whofe  fuperior  ad«» 
vantages,  (for  fuperior  advantages  muft  be  implied  in  the 
argument)  have  lately  been  held  forth  *  as  an  example 
and  proof  of  the  expediency  of  depriving  the  Englifli 
£aft  India  Company  of  their  charter*  In  the  conclufion 
we  (hall  cite  the  words  of  the  philofopher  to  whom  we 
allude.  And  an  attention  to  the  fa£t:s  of  this  hiftory  will 
prepare  the  readcur  for  a  difcuilion  of  that  important  quef- 
tion* 

Where  there  are  no  fixed  laws  of  fupreme  authority, 
immediate  confuCon  muft  follow  the  removal  of  the  heft 
governor.  Such  Confufion  conftituled  the  political  cha- 
rafter  of  the  regency  of  Soarez.  His  military  expedi- 
tions do  him  as  little  honour.  Having  performed  the 
parade  of  a  new  governor,  in  vifiting  the  forts,  and  irt 
breaking  and  raifing  officers,  Soarez  prepared,  according 
to  his  orders,  to  reduce  the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea  to  the 
obedience  of  Portugal.  Another  great  Egyptian  fleet, 
commanded  by  a  Turk,  ilamed  Raez  Solyman,  had  failed 
from  Suez ;  and  Soarez,  with  twenty-feven  (hips,  fet  fail 
in  fearch  of  it.  When  he  came  before  Aden,  he  found 
that  ftrong  city  defencelefs.  The  governor  had  offended 
the  court  of  Egypt,  and  Solyman,  by  order  of  the  Soldair, 
had  levelled  a  part  of  the  wall.    The  governor  of  Aden, 

thu» 
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thus  at  his  mercy,  artfuHy  offered  the  keys  to  Soarez,  and 
intreated  his  friendihip.  Secure  of  the  Moor's  hoxiefty^ 
Soarez  delayed  to  take  poffeffion,  till  he  had  given  battle 
to  the  Soldan's  fleet.  This  he  found  in  the  port  of  Gidda 
or  Jodda,  under  prote£lion  of  the  cannon  of  the  walls* 
He  therefore  did  not  engage  it ;  and  after  burning  a  few 
d^fencelefs  towns,  he  returned  to  Aden.  But  the  breaches 
of  the  fort  were  now  repaired,  and  his  own  force,  whic^ 
had  fuflSered  greatly  by  tempeftuous  weather  in  the  Re4 
Sea,  was^  he  deemed,  unable  to  take,  that  city,  which  now 
refufed  to  furrender.  While  Soarez  wa$  employediin 
this  inglorious  expedition,  Goa  was  reduced,  to  the  gre^te^! 
danger,  A  quarrel  about  a  Portuguefe  deferter  had 
kindled  a  war,  and  Hydal  Can,  with  an  army  of  30,000 
men,  laid  (lege  to  that  important  city.  But  the  arrival  of 
three  Portuguefe  fhips  raifed  the  fiege,  at  a  time  whea 
famine  had  almoft  brought  the  garrifon  to  d^fpair.  Nor 
was  Malaca  happier  than  Goa.  The  uncurbed  tyranny 
of  the  Portuguefe  had  almoft  driven  trade  from  that  har- 
bour, and  the  dethroned  king  once  more  invaded  the 
ifland  with  a  great  army.  But  Alexis  de  Menezes,  ap- 
pointed governor  of  that  place,  arrived,  in  the  mod  critical 
time,  with  306  men,  and  faved  Malaca.  The  trade  with 
China  after  this  greatly  incrcafed,  and  the  king  of  Ceylon, 
with  whom  Albuquerque  had  eftabliflied  a  valuable  com* 
merce,  was  compelled  by  Soarez  to  pay  tribute .  to  the 
king  of  Portugal.  A  furveyor  of  the  king's  revenue 
about  this  time  arrived  in  India,  vetted  with  a  powpr, 
which  interfered  with,  and  leffcned  that  of  the  governor^ 
Hence  complaints  and  appesds  were  by  every  fleet  carried 
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to  Europe,  and  by  every  fleet  that  returned  the  removal 
of  officers  was  brought.      Integrity  -now  afforded   na 
protection,  and  to  amafs  wealth  with  the  utmoft  expedi* 
Hon,  was  now  the  beft  way  to  fecure  its  poffeffion.      Rsh 
pacity  prevailed  among  the  Portuguefe,  and  all  was  dit 
content  among  the  natives,  when  in  1518,  after  a  regency 
of  about  three  years,  Soarez  was  recalled,  and  in  power 
and  titk  of  governor  fucceeded  by  lago  Lopez  de  Se- 
qucyra.     Albuquerque  left  Portuguefe  Afia  in  the  moft 
flburifliing  condition.      Soarez  left  every  thing  embar« 
raffed,  and  in  the  decline.     Albuquerque  was  dreadful  to 
Ills  enemies  in  war,  and  to  his  foldiers  on  the  leaft  ap« 
pearance  of  difobedience:    but   at  other  times,  his  en«, 
gaging  manners  won  the  hearts  of  all.      And  his  know* 
iedge  of  human  nature,  which  formed  his  political  coii« 
dn&y  was  of  the  firft  rate.     Soarez,  on  the  contrary,  the 
man  who  rcfufcd  an  equitable  treaty  offered  by  the  Za-» 
morim,  and  was  for  fuch  a£ts  of  incapacity  fent  prifoner 
to  Lilbon  by  Albuquerque,  betrayed  in  all  his  tranfadions 
the  meaneft  abilities.   All  his  capacity  feemed  to  reach  no 
farther  than  to  preferve  that  folemn  face  of  dignity,  that 
haughty  referved  importance  with  which  men  of  flender 
abilities  tranfa6):  the  moft  trifling  ofFairs ;    a  folemnity  of 
which  heavy  intellefts  are  extremely  jealous  and  careful^ 
which  the  ignorant  revere,  and  which  the  intelligent 
defpife. 

Sequeyra,  the  difcoverer  of  Malaca,  began  his  regency 

with  the  relief  of  that  important  mart ;  and  the  king  of 

fontami  the  befieger,  after  feveral  attempts,  was  compelled 

I  to 
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to  fubmit  to  a  treaty  di£lated  by  th^  Pottuguefe.    Forty^f 

eight  (hipsy  under  the  command  of  the  governor,  failed  to 

reduce  the  ftrong  fort  and  harbour  of  Diu  or  Dioj  on  the 

coaft  of  Cambaya,  an  objeA  of  great  in^portgnce  to  the 

Portuguefe,  but  nothing  was  attempted.     Continual  (kir* 

mifhes,  however,  dyed  every  fhore  with  blood,  while  no 

method  of  cultivating  the  friendftiip  of  the  hoftile  natives 

was  even  in  view.     Every  thing  on  the  contrary  tended  to 

inflame  them.     John  de  Boxba,  (hipwricked  on  the  coaft 

of   Achem,   was  generoufly  relieved  by  the  fovereign^ 

George  de  Brito  arrived  foon  after,  and  Borba  informed 

him,  that  in  the  fepulchres  of  the  kings  were  immenfe 

treafures  of  gold;  and  that  the  prefent  king,  his  ben6#' 

fa£ior,  had   formerly   robbed  fome  Portuguefe  veflels^ 

Brito,  at  the  head  of  200  men,  immediately  began  hoftl* 

lities,  but  was  defeated  and  killed,  and  the  kings  of  Achem 

became  the  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Portuguefe,  and 

often  gave  them  infinite  trouble*      The  Maluoo  iflandSi 

were  now  difcovered.     The  kings  of  thefe,  at  ftrifc  with 

each  other,  were  each  earned  for  the  alliance  of  the 

Portuguefe.     But  they,  led  by  their  ufual  ideas,  foon  in-» 

volved  themfelves  in  war  and  flaughter.      Ormuz,  where 

Albuquerque  was  beloved  as  a  father,  was  now  unable  to 

bear  the  Portuguefe  yoke.    The  tribute  was  raifed,  and 

the  king  complained  that  his  revenues  could  not  afford  to 

pay  it.      Sequeyra  on  this  fent  Portuguefe  officers  to  im* 

pofc  and  coUe£l  the  king's  cuftoms.     This  impolitical  ftep 

was  foon  followed  by  it^  natural  confequence.     The  info- 

Icnce  and  oppreffion  of  the  officers  produced  a  revolt, 

Sequeyra,  however,  defeated  the  people  of  Ormuz,  and 

i  3  almoit 
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almoft  doubled  the  tribute  which  before  they  were  unable 
to  pay.  It  is  truly  aftoniihing  how  men  Ihould  expe£l: ' 
that  dominion  thus  fupported  fliould  continue  long ;  that 
they  could  not  fee  that  fuch  vi£fcoriea  both  fowed  and  nou-i 
riOied  the  feeds  -of  future  war.  Even  the  Portugucfc 
hiftorians  adopted  the  impolitical  uncommercial  ideas  of 
their  governors.  Faria  y  Soufa  makes  an  apology  for 
mentioning  the  fate  of  the  firft  Portuguefe  who  traded  to 
China ;  calls  it  a  matter  of  commerce,  ^  fubjeft  unworthy 
of  grave  hiftory.  The  political  philofopher,  however, 
will  efteem  it  of  more  importance,  and  will  draw  thebeft 
of  precepts  from  it.  The  king  of  Portugal,  defirous  of 
the  trade  of  China,  fent  an  ambaflador  and  one  of  his 
captains  to  propofe  a  commercial  alliance.  The  ambaf* 
iador  was  gladly  received,  and  fent  by  land  to  Nankin, 
and  the  honourable  behaviour  of  Pedro  de  Andrade 
gained*  the  important  traffic  of  the  harbour  of  Canton. 
On  this  officer's  return  to  India,  Sequeyra  the  governor  fent 
Simon,  de  Andrade,  brother  to  Pedro,  with  five  {hips  to 
China  ;  and  whatever  were  his  inftruiStions,  the  abfurdity 
of  his  aSions  was  only  equalled  by  his  grofs  infolence. 
As  if  he  had  arrived  among  beings  of  an  inferior  order, 
he  affiimed  an  authority  like  that  which  is  claimed  by 
man  over  the  brute  creation.  He  feized  the  iiland  of 
Tamou,  oppofite  to  Canton.  Here  he  erefted  a  fort  and 
a  gallows  9  and  while  he  plundered  the  merchants,  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  principal  inhabitants  were 
dragged  from  their  friends  to  his  garrifon,  and  the  gibbet 
puniftied  refiftance.  Nor  did  he  ftop  even  here.  The 
Portugu^fiS  in  India  wanted  ilaves,  and  Andrade  thought 

he 
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he  had  found  the  proper  nurfery.  He  publiflied  his  de- 
fign  to  huj  the  youth  of  both  fexes,  and  in  this  inhuman 
traffic  he  was  fupplied  by  the  mod  profligate  of  the  na- 
tives. Thefc  proceedings,  however,  were  foon  known  to 
the  emperor  of  China,  and  the  Portuguefe  ambaflador  and 
his  retinue  died  the  death  of  fpies.  Andrade  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Chinefe  Itao,  or  admiral,  and  efcaped  with 
much  lofs,  by  the  favour  of  a  tempeft,  after  being  forty 
days  haraflTed  by  a  fleet  greatly  fuperior  to  his  own* 
Next  year,  Alonzo  de  Melo,  ignorant  of  thefe  tranfadHons^ 
entered  the  harbour  of  Canton  with  four  veflfcls..  But  his 
fhips  were  inftantly  feized,  and  the  crews  maflTacrcd,  as 
fpies  and  robbers,  by  the  enraged  Chinefe.  And  though 
the  Portuguefe  afterwards  were  permitted  to  fome  trade 
with  China,  it  was  upon  very  reftrifkcd  and  ♦  difgraceful 
conditions,  conditions  which  treated  them  as  a  nation  of 
pirates,  as  men  who  were  not  to  be  trufted  unleft  fetter- 
ed and  watched. 

While 

•  Tbe  Chinefe  had  too  much  Dutch  policy  utterly  to  expel  any  merchaq. 
dizc  from  their  harbours.  A  few  years  after  this,  the  Portuguefe  who 
bipught  goM  from  Africa  and  fpicery  from  India>  were  allowed  to  purchaie 
the  filks,  porcelain,  and  tea  of  China,  at  the  port  of  Sanciam.  And  an 
tvent,  which  refutes  all  the  Jefuitical  accounts  of  the  ^atnefs  of  the  power 
and  perfedlion  of  the  ChiiieA;  government,  foon  gave  them  a  better  fettle 
ment.  A  pirate,  named  Tchang-fi-lao,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  little 
ifland  of  Macao.  Here  he  built  fleets  which  blocked  up  the  ports  of  China, 
^nd  laid  fiege  to  Canton  itfelf.  In  this  crifis  of  diftrefs  the  Chinefe  in^ 
plored  the  affiftance  of  the  Portuguefe,  whom  they  had  lately  expelled  as  the 
worft  of  mankind.  Two  or  three  Portuguefe  floeps  eflfedted  what  the  po- 
tent empire  of  Cliina  could  not  do,  and  the  ifland  of  Macao  was  given  theip 
by  the  emperor,  in  reward  of  this  eminent  fcrvice.  The  porcelam  of  China 
is  not  fo  brittle,  nor  the  figures  upon  it  more  awkward,  than  the  Chinefe 
i^ength  and  poU^  mud  appear  in  the  ^gbt  which  thJ9  eyent  Uirpws  uppR 
tiicfp. 
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While  Sequeyra  was  engaged  in  a  fecond  attempt  upon 
DxOy  Duarte  de  Menezes  arrived  in  India,  and  fucceede4 
him  in  office.  Unmeaning  flaughter  on  the  coafts  of 
^dagafcar^  the  Red  Sea,  India,  and  the  Maluco  iilands^ 
f  omprife  the  whole  faiftory  of  his  regency. 

About  this  time  died  Emmanuel,  king  of  Portugal.  If 
this  hiftory  feem  to  arraign  his  government,  it  will  a](b 
prove  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  moft  vigilant  prince  alway$ 
to  receive  ju(l  intelligence.  For  Emmanuel  was  both  % 
g^eat  and  a  good  king.  Of  great  vigilance  in  council,  of  . 
great  magnanimity  in  the  execution  of  all  his^enterprizes : 
Of  great  capacity  in  diftinguiihing  tbe^bilities  of ,  ment  . 
and  naturally  liberal  in  the  reward  of  merit.  If  fuch  ^ 
prince  as  Emmanuel  erred,  if  his  adminidration  of  In- 
dian affairs  in  any  iiiftance  arraign  his  policy,  let  it  thenc^ 
b^e  inferred,  what  exafiitude  of  intelligence  is  neceflary  to 
the  happy  government  of  a  diftant  colony. 

The  malradminiftration  of  Indian  affairs  was  now  the 
popular  complaint  at  the  court  of  Lifton.  The  traffic  of 
India,  which  had  raifed  the  caliphs  of  Egypt  to  the  height 
of  their  formidable  power,  and  which  had  enriched  Ve-» 
nice,  was  now  found  fcarcely  fufficient  to  fupport  the 
military  method  of  commanding  it,  pradlifed  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe.  A  general  of  the  firft  abilities  was  wanted,  and 
the  celebrated  Vafco  de  Gama,  old  as  he  now  was,  ho<^ 
noured  with  the  title  of  Count  de  Vidigueyra,  was  ap- 
pointed viceroy  by  John  III.  In  1524,  Gama  arrived  the 
fhird  time  in  Indis^.     Cochin,  the  faithful  ally  and  chief 
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tradir^  port  of  the  Portuguefe,  was  threatened  by  a 
powerful  army  of  the  Zamorim^  and  the  Indian  feas  were 
infefted  by  numberlefs  fleets  of  the  Moors,  whom  their 
ifenemies  called  pirates.    To  fupprefe  thefe  Gama  fent  difr 
ferent  fquadrons,  which  were  fuccefsful  in  executing  bif 
orders.     But  while  he  meditated  far  greater  defigus,  <tep 
figns  of  the  fame  exalted  and  liberal  policy  which  bad 
been  begun  by  himfelf,  and  fo  glori6uily  profecuted  by 
Albuquerque,  death,  at  the  end  of  three  monchs^  clofed 
the  regency  of  Gama,    It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  kings  of 
Portugal  to  fend  commiflions,  or  writs  of  fuccefnon,  feale4 
up»  to  Indira,  with  orders,  which  ihould  be  (irft  opened 
yvk^n  a  fuccefloctG^jgovernment  was  wanted.  Gam?,  who 
brought  with  him  three  of  thefe,  finding  the  approach  of 
diflblution,  opened  the  fird  writ  of  fucceiSon.     And  as 
Henry  de  Menezes,  therein  named,  was  at  Gpa,  he  ap« 
pointed  Lopez  Vaz  de  Sampayo^  a  man  of  great  abilities^ 
to  take  the  command  till  Menezes  arrived.     When  Me- 
nezes arrived  at  Cochin,  he  prohibited  the  ufual  marks  of 
public  joy  on  his  elevation,  and  faid,  it  was  more  neceffary 
to  mourn  for  the  lofs  of  their  late   viceroy.     Nor  did  the 
public  condudl  of  the  new  governor,  the  firft,  fays  Faria, 
who   honoured  the  memory  of  his  predeceffor,  deviate 
from  this  generous  principle.     A  Portuguefe  veflel  at  this 
time  committed  feveral  depredations  on  dates  at  peace 
with  Portugal.     This  (hip,  by  order  of  Menezes,  was 
taken,  and  the  crew  were  impaled.     A  noble  inftance  of 
juftice,  of  more  political  fervice  than  all  the  victories  of  a 
Soarez.  The  dangerof  Cochin  required  war,  and-Menezes 
carried  it  into  the  territories  of  Zamorim,  whom  he  fe- 
ycrely  hi^mblcd.  The  portuguefe  arms  cleared  the  feas  of 
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pirates,  took  the  ftrong  city  of  Dofar,  and  reduced  fome 
valuable  iflands  on  the  Red  Sea,  Great  preparations  were 
alfo  made  for  the  reduftion  of  Dio,  when  Menezes,  after 
a  regency  of  thirteen  months,  died  of  a  mortifica- 
tion in  his  leg.  That  he  left  the  military  power  of  the 
Portuguefe  much  more  formidable  than  he  found  it,  is 
th<^  leaft  of  his  praife.  Every  wherc^  at  Ormuz  in  par- 
ticular^ he  curbed  the  infolence  and  rapacity  of  his  coun- 
trymen^ and  proved  that  time  viras  only  wanting  for  him 
to  have  reftored  the  fituation  of  India  as  left  by  Albu- 
querque. He  convinced  the  Indian  princes  that  rapacity 
was  not  the  chara£ler  of  all  the  Portuguefe,  for  he  ac- 
cepted of  no  prcfent,  though  many,  as  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  were  offered  to  him.  At  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened in  his  thirtieth  year,  thirteen  reals  and  an  half,  not 
a  crown  in  the  whole,  was  all  the  private  property  found  . 
in  the  poffeffion  of  this  young  governor. 

Other  tranfa£lions  now  fucceed.  The  fecond  and 
third  commiffions,  brought  by  Gama,  were  unopened, 
and  left  he  who  was  firft  named  fliould  be  diftant;  Mct 
nezes,  on  his  death-bed,  appointed  Francis  de  Sa  to 
affume  the  command  till  the  arrival  of  the  proper  go- 
vernor. On  opening  the  fpcond  commiflion,  Pedro  de 
Mafcarenhas  was  found  named.  As  this  officer  was  at 
Malaca,  a  council  was  held,  wherein  it  was  refolvedto 
fet  afide  Francis  de  Sa,  and  open  the  third  commiflion. 
Sampayo,  who  in  this  was  appointed,  took  an  oath  to  re*» 
(ign  on  the  arrival  of  Mafcarene,  and  immediately  he 
affumed  the  power  of  government.  Mafcarene  about  this 
titne  performed  fpme  a£lions  of  great  military  fplendom^ 

in 
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in  defence  of  Malaca,    The  king  of  Bintam,  with  feveral 
auxiliary  princes,  who  with  numerous  armies  threatened 
deftrudion  to  the  Portuguefc  fettlement,  were  defeated 
by  this  brave  officer.     The  Spaniards  about  this  time  took 
pofleffion  of  fome  of  the   Maluco   iflands,   where  the 
treachery  of  the  Portuguefe  had  made  their  name  odious. 
Don  George  de  Menezes  and  Don  Garcia  Enriquez,  two 
captains  on  this  ftation,  put  one  another  alternately  ia 
irons.    They  at  laft  came  to  a  civil  war,  wherein  Garcia 
was  worded ;  and*  Menezes  was  defeated  by  the  Spa- 
niards, who  publickly  executed  fome  of  his  officers,  a$ 
traitors  to  Charles  V.  to  whom  they  owed  no  allegiance; 
Opprefled  by  the  tyranny  of  the  Moors,  the  king  pf  Sunda 
implored  the  proteftion  of  the  Portuguefe,  offijred  to  pay 
a  confiderable  tribute,  and  entreated  them  to  build  a  fort 
in  his  dominions.     Yet  it  wa^  not  in  the  power  of  Sam- 
payo  to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  the  Malucos,  or  to  im- 
prove the  offers  of  Sunda.     He  had  engaged  in  a  fcheme 
of  policy  which  fettered  his  operations.      One  villany 
muft  be  defended  by  another,  arid  the  public  interefl: 
muft  be  fecondary  in  the  politics  of  the  moft  able  ufurper 
of  power.  Sampayo  was  r^folved  to  withhold  the  regency 
from  Mafcarene,  and  therefore  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  at 
.  Cochin  was  his  iirfl  care.     Where  his  own  intereft  and 
that  of  the  public  were  one,  Sampayo  behaved  as  a  great 
commander ;  but  where  they  were  lefs  immediately  con- 
ne£ted,  that  of  the  latter  was  even  neceifarily  negle£ied, 
and  even  fell  into  ruin.     It  was  his  intereft  to  crufh  the 
Zamorim,  and  he  gained  confiderable  vi£lories  over  Cu- 
^ial;  admiral  of  the  i^ioft  foripidable  fleet  w^iich  had  hi- 

thertp 
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therto  been  fitted  out  from  tlie  ports  of  Calicut.  Sampayo 
then  failed  to  Goa,  where  Francis  de  Sa  refufed  to  ac* 
knowledge  him  as  governor.  This  difpute  was  fubmitted 
to  the  council  of  the  cit]r,  and  the  man  in  power  was  con- 
firmed. Sa  was  then  fent  to  build  a  fort  in  Sunda,  but 
the  politics  of  Sampayo  could  not  fpare  a  force  fufEcient 
to  overawe  the  Moors,  and  Francis  de  Sa  was  unable  to 
tffeSt  his  deGgn. 

The  artful  Sampayo  now  wrote  to  the  king  of  Portugal, 
that  a  moft  formidable  hoftile  alliance  was  in  meditation. 
The  northern  princes  were  ready  to  aDTift  the  king  of 
Cambaya,  and  Solyman,  the  Turkiih  admiral,  had  pro- 
mifed  the  fuhan  to  drive  the  Portuguefe  from  India,  if 
he  would  give  him  a  competent  armament.  It  was  the 
intereft  of  Sampayo  to  make  every  preparation  for  de- 
fence, and  every  excufe  for  preparation.  But  he  ftill  kept 
near  Cochin.  The  brave  Heftor  de  Sylveyra  was  fent  to 
Dio  and  other  places,  and  the  reputation  of  the  aftions  he 
performed  ftrengthened  the  authority  of  the  ufurper.  A 
fleet  of  five  (hips  now  arrived  from  Portugal,  ^nd  brought 
two  new  writs  of  fucceffion.  Thefe,  according  io  the 
royal  authority,  ought  not  to  have  been  opened  while  an 
unrecalled  governor  was  alive.  But,  confcious  undoubt- 
edly of  their  contents  *,  thefe,  in  defiance  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  rule,  were  opened  by  Mexia,  infpeftor  of  the  re- 
Tenue,  and  Lopez  Vaz  de  Sampayo,  contrary  to  the  for- 
mer commiffions,  was  found  in  thefe  new  writs  prior  to 

Pedro 

•  The  hiftorian  Faria  exprefsly  fays,  that  Mexia  opened  them  on  purnQf<5 
^o  kindle  ftrife,  and  difturb  the  public  tranc^uiijity. 
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Pedro  de  Mafcarene.  The  fraud  of  office  i& here  evident} 
and  from  the  refentmenl:  of  the  king,  if  we  foppofe  he  had 
one  idea  of  juftice,  h  afterwards  appeared  that  this  new 
commiffion  was  furreptitioufly  obtained.     Sampayo,  when , 
he  took  the  oath  to  refign  to  Mafcarene,  difpatched  » 
mefiage  to  Malaca  with  the  tidings.     Mafcarene  imme«» 
diately  aflumed  his  power  there,  and  Sampayo,  who  now 
expedled  his  arrival^  held  a  council  at  Cochin^     It  is  at- 
mod  needleia  to  name  the  refult.     He  was  prefent,  and 
in  power ;  and  it  was  refolded  that  Mafcarene  ifaould  not 
be  acknowledged  as  governor.     Sampayo  then  retired  to 
Goa,  and  left  Mexia  at  Cochin  to  give  Mafcarene  the  r^ 
ception  concerted  between  them.     Immediately  as  Maf« 
carexie  landed,  Mexia's  fpear  run  him  through  the  arm; 
feveral  of  his  company  were  wounded  by  the  armed  at- 
tendants of  Mexia,  and  a  retreat  to  the  fleet  £cived  the  live^ 
of  Mafcarene  and  his  friends. 

When  the  tidings  of  this  reached  Goa,  Henry  Figuera, 
fuppofed  the  friend  of  the  ejefted  governor,  was  difpof- 
fefled  of  the  command  of  Coulam,  and  Mexia  was  by 
Sampayo  appointed  to  fucceed.  Anthony  de  Sylveyra  was 
fent  to  take  Mafcarene  at  fea,  to  put  him  in  irons,  and  to 
deliver  him  prifoner  to  Simon  de  Menezes,  commander  of 
Cananor ;  all  which  was  performed.  This  haughty  tyran- 
ny, however,  produced  loud  complaints.  The  murmur 
was  general  at  Goa.  Souza,  commander  of  Chaul,  re« 
monftrated,  and  the  brave  Hedlor  de  Sylveyra  boldly  up- 
braided Sampayo  for  his  unworthy  treatment  of  Mafcarene, 
to  whom  a  trial  had  been  refufed.    Sampayo,  fierce,  and 
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rcfblute  to  perfift,  Hedor  retired,  and  fummoned  the 
council  of  Goa.  A  letter  (igned  by  three  hundred,  who 
promifed  to  fupport  him  as  governor,  was  fent  to  Maf- 
carene.  It  was  alfo  agreed  to  feize  Sampayo,  but  he  was 
no  ftranger  to  this  defign,  and  imprifonment  was  the  for- 
tune of  the  brave  HeAor.  Menezes,  governor  of  Cana* 
nor,  as  foon  as  he  received  information  from  Goa  of  the 
caufe  why  Mafcarene  was  in  chains,  fet  him  free,  and, 
together  with  Souza,  commandant  of  Chaul,  and  Anthony 
de  Azevedo,  admiral  of  the  Indian  feas,  acknowledged 
him  governor.  The  Portuguefe  were  now  on  the  eve  of 
a  war  among  themfelves,  when  Azevedo  and  other  leaders 
propofed  to  accommodate  difputes  by  arbitration.  Sam« 
payo  with  great  addrefs  managed  this  affair.  He  delayed 
bis  confent,  though  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  till  he  knew 
vrho  were  named  as  judges,  and  till  he  had  procured  a 
pardon  for  Alonzo  Mexia,  his  friend,  who  had  attempted 
the  life  of  Mafcarene.  Yet,  though  the  defenders  of  this 
brave  officer  had  influence  to  remove  one  of  the  appointed 
judges,  and  to  add  five  others  of  their  own  nomination, 
the  arts  of  Sampayo  prevailed.  The  chief  inhabitants  of 
Cochin  attended,  and  confcious  of  their  former  vote  in 
council  againft  Mafcarene,  declared,  that  if  his  title  was 
preferred,  they  would  revolt  to  the  Moors.  He  who  does 
a  man  an  injury,  generally  becomes  the  rancorous  enemy 
of  the  injured  man ;  and  even  the  friends  of  him  whofc 
power  is  on  the  decline,  cautioufly  withdraw  from  his 
intercft.  The  council  of  Goa,  who  had  promifed  to  fup- 
port, now  deferted  Mafcarene,  forward  to  make  their 
peace  where  they  feared  to  oppofe.  Sampayo  was  de- 
clared 
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clarcd  lawful  governor,  and  Mafcarene  embarked  for 
Lifton,  where  he  was  honourably  received  by  the  king^ 
and  in  reward  of  his  merit,  appointed  governor  of  Aza« 
mor  in  Africa  j  on  his  return  from  whence  he  periihed  at 
fea. 

Sampayo,  now  undifturbed  by  a  rival,  but  confcious  of 
the  accufations  which  Mafcarene  would  lay  againft  him» 
exerted  all  his  abilities  to  recommend  himfdf  to  his  fovc« 
reign*  But  Almeyda,  not  Albuquerque,  was  the  pattern 
he  imitated.  The  principal  leaders  of  the  Turkifli  fleet 
liad  been  aflaffinated  by  the  friends  of  each  other,  and 
their  war  (hips  were  fcattered  in  different  places.  Sam- 
payo fent  Azevedo  to  deftroy  all  he  could  find,  and  Alonzo 
de  Melo  was  difpatched  with  a  proper  force  to  eredl  a  fort 
on  the  ifland  of  Sunda.  What  heavy  accufation  of  his 
former  conduft,  devoted  to  his  private  intereft,  was  this 
late  execution  of  thefe  important  defigns !  Other  cap- 
tains were  fent  upon  various  expeditions.  Hedlor  de 
Sylveyra,  one  of  the  moft  gallant  officers  ever  fent  from 
Portugal  to  India,  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf ;  John 
Deza  deftroyed  the  remains  of  the  Zamorim's  fleets,  com- 
manded by  Cutiale,  a  Chinefe  admiral ;  and  Sampayo  him- 
felf fpread  flaughter  and  devaftation  over  the  feas  and 
(hores  of  India.  Every  where,  fays  Faria,  there  was  fire 
and  fword,  ruin  and  deftrudiion.  In  the  midft  of  thi$ 
bloody  career,  Nunio  de  Cunha  arrived  with  a  commiilion 
to  fucceed  Sampayo.  Sampayo  pleaded  to  finifh  what  he 
had  begun,  to  clear  the  feas  of  pirates  ;  and  Nunio,  ac- 
cording to  the  honour  of  that  age,  granted  his  requeft> 
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that  it  miglit  not  be  faid  he  had  reaped  the  laurels  already 
graCped  by  another.  Some  time  after  this,  Nunio,  in  hid 
way  to  Cochin,  put  into  the  harbour  of  Cananor.  Sam- 
payo,  who  happened  to  be  there,  fent  his  brother-in-law^ 
John  Deza,  to  Nunio,  inviting  him  to  come  afhore  and 
receive  the  refignation  of  the  governor.  But  Nunio  per- 
haps feared  a  fnare ;  he  infifted  that  Sampayo  ihould  come 
on  board.  He  came,  and  having  refigned  with  the  ufual 
fokmnities,  was  ordered  by  Nunio  to  attend  him  to  Co- 
chin, where,  by  order  of  the  new  governor,  his  efieds 
were  feized,  and  his  perfon  imprifcmed.  And  foon  after^ 
amid  the  infults  of  the  crowd,  he  was  put  on  board  a  ihip, 
and  fent  prifoner  to  Lifbon,  where  his  life  and  his  pro- 
perty were  left  to  the  determination  of  the  fovereign  ♦,  by 
whom  he  was  condemned,  and  puni(hed  for  ufurpation. 

The 

♦  When  Sampayo  was  arrcftcd,  **  Tell  Nunio,  faid  he,  /  have  imprljoned 
$tberif  and  am  now  itnprifoned,  and  one  will  ccme  to  imprifin  bim.^*  When  dlis 
was  reported,  **  Teii  Sampayo,  faid  Nunio,  that  I  douht  it  not  j  but  there 
Aall  be  this  difference  between  us ;  be  dejer'ves  imfriJoKment,  but  IJball  not  jbCervt 
i<."  When  the  fliip  which  carried  Sampayo  arrived  at  the  ifle  of  Tercera, 
an  officer,  who  waited  his  arrival,  put  him  in  irons.  When  he  landed  at 
Lilbon,  he  was  fet  upon  a  mnle,  loaded  with  chains,  and  amid  the  in- 
fults of  the  populace,  carried  to  the  caftle,  and  there  confined  in  a 
dungeon,  where  not  even  his  wife  was  permitted  to  fee  him.  After  two 
yettrs,  the  Duke  of  Fraganza,  who  admired  his  military  exploits,  pro- 
cured his  trial.  When  he  was  brought  before  the  king,  who  was  fur- 
rounded  with  his  council  and  judges,  his  long  white  beard,  which  co- 
vered his  face,  and  the  other  tokens  of  his  fufferings,  fays  Faria,  might 
have  moved  Mafcarene  himfelf  to  forgivenefs.  He  made  a  long  maflerly 
ipeecb,  wherein  he  enumerated  his  fervices,  pleaded  the  neceffities  of  public 
affairs,  and  urged  the  examples  of  others,  who  had  been  rewarded.  His  de- 
fence daggered  the  king's  refohltion  againfl  him,  but  his  ufurpation  could 
not  be  forgiven.  He  was  fentenced  to  pay  Mafcarene  10,000  ducats,  to 
forfeit  bis  allowance  as  governor,  and  to  be  banifhed  into  Africa.  But  he  was 
afterwards  allowed  to  return  in  a  private  ftation  .to  Portugal.  His  friend» 
Alonzo  Mexia,  the  infpcftor  of  the  revenue,  was  aifo  fevercly  punifhed,  il* 
lefs  tba^  bis  rapacity  deferved  may  be  called  fevere. 
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The  TiSts  and  chara£ler  of  this  extraordinarj  man  de^ 
mand  the  attention  of  every  country  poflefTed  of  colonies^ 
His  abilities  were  certainly  of  the  firft  rate,  but  having 
made  one  ftep  of  villainyi  the  neceflity  of  felf-<lefence  ren- 
dered his  talents  of  little  benefit,  rather  of  great  prejudice 
to  his  country.  The  Portuguefe  writers,  indeed^  talk  in 
high  terms  of  his  eminent  fervices  and  military  glory.  But 
there  is  a  furer  teft  than  their  opinion.  The  Indian  princes 
fincerely  mourned  over  the  afibes  of  Albuquerque,  whom 
they  called  their  father ;  but  there  was  a  general  joy  on 
the  departure  of  their  tyrant  Sampayo ;  a  certain  proof 
that  his  condufk  was  of  infinite  prejudice  to  the  intereft 
of  Portugal.  However  high  and  dreadful  they  may  feem, 
men  in  his  fituation  never  dare  to  punifh  without  refpedt 
of  the  offender's  connexions.  The  tyranny  of  George  de 
Menezes,  governor  of  Maluco,  under  Sampayo,  difgraces 
human  nature.  He  openly  robbed  the  houfes  of  the 
Moorifli  merchants,  cut  off  the  hands  of  fome,  and  looked 
on^  while  a  magiftrate,  who  had  dared  to  complain,  was^ 
by  his  order,  devoured  by  dogs  ♦.  If  the  embarraffment 
of  Sampayo  was  the  only  proteftion  of  this  mifcreant. 
Others,  however,  had  his  fanftion.  Camoens,  that  enthu- 
fiaft  of  his  nation's  honour,  in  an  apoftrophe  to  Mafcarene^ 
thus  charadlerifes  the  regency  of  the  ufurpcr :  "  Avarice 
and  ambition  now  in  India  fet  their  face  openly  againft 
God  and  juftice ;  a  grief  to  thee,  but  not  thy  Ihame!'* 

And 

•  This  tyrant,  on  his  return  to  Lifbon,  was  baniflied  to  the  Brazils, 
where,  in  a  rencoafttisr  with  tiie  natives^  he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  died  the 
death  of  an  American  captive.  A  death  proper  to  awake  the  f  ememhrance 
of  his  own  cruelties.    See  Introdudtion,  p.  vii. 
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And  Camoens  b  exceeding  accurate  in  the  faiGts  of  hiftorf  , 
though^  with  the  reft  of  his  countrymen^  he  admired  the 
military  renown  of  Sampayo.  But  if  Sampayo  humbled 
the  Moors,  it  ihould  alfo  be  remembered,  that,  according 
to  Faria/  thefe  people  had  improved  the  divifions  made 
by  his  politics,  greatly  to  the  hurt  of  the  Portuguefe  fet- 
tlements.  And  when  he  did  conquer,  puflied  on  by  the 
rage  to  do  fomething  eminent,  every  viftory  was  truly 
Gothic,  and  was  in  its  confequence  uncommercial, 
Malaca,  while  governed  by  the  injured  Mafcarene,  was 
the  only  divifion  of  Portuguefe  Afia  where  commerce 
floinriihed.  After  his  departure,  all  was  wretchednefs ; 
Portuguefe  againft  Portuguefe,  piracy  and  rapine  here  and 
at  the  Malucos.  In  what  condition  the  reft  were  left  by 
Sampayo  will  foon  appear. 

The  lung  of  Cochin,  the  valuable  ally  and  au3uliary  of 
the  Portuguefe,  was  confined  by  the  fmall-pox  when 
Nunio  arrived.  Nunio  offered  to  wait  upon  him,  but  the 
king  declined  the  interview  on  account  of  the  infeftion, 
though  a  fight  of  the  new  governor,  he  added,  he  was 
fure  would  cure  his  fever.  Nunio  waited  upon  him,  and 
heard  a  long  lift  of  the  injuries  and  rapine  committed  by 
Sampayo  and  Mexia.  Thefe,  in  true  policy,  Nunio  rc- 
dreffed ;  and  the  king,  who  complained  that  he  had  been 
kept  as  a  flave  in  his  own  palace,  was  now  made  happy. 
Nunio  vifited  the  other  princes  in  alliance  with  Portugal, 
and  at  every  court  and  harbour  found  opprefllon  and  in- 
juftice.  At  Ormuz  in  particular,  tyranny  and  extortioa 
had  defied  refiftance.    Nunio  foothed,  and  relieved  the 

wrongs 
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^f^rongs  of  the  various  princes.  Proclamation  was  every 
where  made,  inviting  the  injured  Moors  and  Indians  to 
appear  before  him,  and  receive  redrefs.  Many  appeared^ 
and  to  the  aftonilhment  of  all  India,  juftice  was  confpi- 
cuoufly  diftributed.  Raez  Xarafo,  the  creature  of  Sam- 
payo,  prime  miniiter,  or  rather  tyrant  of  the  king  of 
Ormuz,  flood  accufed  of  the  mod  horrid  crimes  of  office. 
His  rapine  had  been  defended  by  murder ;  and  the  fpirit 
of  induftry,  cruflied  to  the  ground,  (ighed  for  fupport 
amid  the  defolate  ftreets.  Innocence  and  induftry  were 
now  protefked  by  Nunio ;  and  Xarafo,  though  a  native 
of  India,  was  fent  in  irons  to  Lifbon  to  take  his  trial. 
Nor  was  Nunio  forgetful  of  the  enemies,  while  thus  em- 
ployed in  reftoring  to  profperity  the  allies  of  Portugal  *• 
Hedor  de  Sylveyra,  with  a  large  fleet,  made  a  line  acrofs 
the  gulph  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  fufiered  not 
a  Moorifli  or  Egyptian  veflfel  to  efcape.  Anthony  Galvam, 
a  very  enthufiaft  in  honefty,  was  fent  by  Nunio  to  fuc- 
cecd  Ataide,  governor  of  the  Malucos,  a  tyrant  who  trod 
in  the  fteps  of  Menczes.  All  was  confufion  when  Gal- 
vam  arrived ;  but  he  had  infinitely  more  difficulty,  fays 
Faria,  to  fupprefs  the  villainy  of  the  Portugucfe,  than  to 
quell  the  hoftlle  natives.  By  his  wifdom,  however,  refo- 
Jtttion,  and  mod  fcrupulous  integrity,  the  Malucos  ohcQ 
more  became  a  flouriffiing  fettlement,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing 

♦  Before  his  arrival,  Nunio  greatiy  diilinguifhed  himfelf  on  the  Ethiopian 
€Oaft.  The  king  of  Mombaza,  in  hatred  to  the  Portuguefe,  had  again  re- 
duced the  kings  of  Melinda  and  Zanzibar  to  great  diftrefs.  Nunio  laid 
Mombaza  in  alhes,  and  left  a  garrifon  at  Melinda,  which  afterwards  rendered 
tonfiderable  fervice  to  that  city. 
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ing  kings^  fome  of  whom  be  had  vanquifhed^  entreated 
hb  continuance  when  he  received  his  recall.  Anthony 
Sylvejrra  fpread  the  terror  of  bis  arms  along  the  hoftile 
coaft  of  Cambaya^  and  from  thence  to  Bengal.  Stephen 
de  Gama,  fon  of  the  great  Vafco,  was  fent  to  Malaca^ 
which  he  efieftually  fecured,  by  the  repeated  defeats  o£ 
the  neighbouring  princes  in  hoftility ',  and  the  govemoF 
himfelf  attempted  Dio.  But  while  he  was  employed  in 
the  redu£i;ion  of  the  ftrongly  fortified  ifland  of  Beth,  where 
the  brave  Heflor  de  Sylvcyra  fell,  a  great  reinforcement, 
commanded  by  Muftapha,  a  Turk,  entered  Dio,  and  en- 
abled that  city  to  hold  out  againft  all  the  vigorous  attacks 
of  Nunio  *. 

While  the  governor  was  thus  employed  in  reftoring  the 
ftrength  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements,  fcenes,  new  to  the 
Portuguefe,  opened,  and  demanded  the  exertion  of  all  his 
wifdom  and  abilities.  One  of  thofe  brutal  wars,  during 
which  the  eaftern  princes  defolate  kingdoms  and  (bed  the 
blood  of  millions,  now  broke  forth.  Badur,  king  of  Gu- 
zarat  or  Cambaya,  one  of  thofe  horrid  charafters  common 

in 

•  During  this  fiege  Nunio  difcovcred  the  greatcft  perfonal  bravery.  One 
<Iay,  in  attempting  a  mod  defperate  landing,  as  his  boat  haflened  from  place 
to  place,  he  was  known  by  the  enemy,  for  he  was  clothed  in  red,  and  flood 
up  in  the  pofture  of  command.  All  their  artillery  was  now  diredted  againft 
him,  and  D.  Vafco  de  Lima's  head  was  fevered  from  his  flioulders  by  a 
cannon  baU.  A  gentleman  who  had  entreated  to  accompany  him,  ftiocked 
with  fuch  danger,  exclaimed,  A/us  !  ivas  it  for  tkh  I  came  hither  ^  To 

whom,  and  the  others,  Nunio  replied,  with^  fmile  of  unconcern,  Humi/itati 
capita  vejira. — This  aliufion  to  a  part  of  the  Romifh  fervice,  amid  fuch  im- 
minent danger,  was  a  handfome  rebuke  of  their  fears,  and  in  the  true  high 
military  fpiritof  Lufian  heroifm. 
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in  oriental  hiftor^/afccnded  the  throne,  through  the  bl6bd 
of  his  father^  and  elder  brdthers.  Innumerable  othct 
murders,  a£ls  of  perfidy,  and  tsinjciftlhvafion  of  his  neigh- 
bours, increafed  his  territories. '  The  Mogul,  or  king  of 
Delhi,  fcnt  a  demand  of  homage  and  tjibute  ;  but  Badur 
flayed  the  ambafladors  alive,  and  boafted  that  thus  he 
would  always  pay  his  tribute  and  homage.  Armies  of 
about  200,000  men  were  raifed  on  each  fide,  and  alter- 
nately deftroyed,  fometimes  by  the  fword,  fometimes  by 
famine.  New  armies  were  repeatedly  muttered,  inferior 
kingdoms  were  defolated  as  they  marched  along,  and  Ba- 
dur was  at  laft  reduced  to  the  lowcft  extremity.  In  his 
diftrefs  he  implored  the  afliftance  of  the  Portuguefe,  and 
the  Mogul  had  alfo  made  large  offers  to  the  governor ; 
but  Badur's  terms  were  accepted.  His  territory  lay  neareft 
to  Goa,  and  he  not  only  yielded  Dio,  a  city  among  almoft 
inacceffible  rocks,  the  great  objefl  of  the  Portuguefe  plan 
of  empire,  but  gave  permiffion  to  Nunio  to  fortify  it  as 
he  pleafcd  ♦.     And  the  king  of  Delhi's  army  foon  after 

withdrew 

•  One  lago  Botello  performed  the  moft  wonderful  voyage,  perhaps,  upon 
record,  on  this  occafion.  He  was  an  exile  in  India,  and  as  he' knew  how 
cameftly  the  king  of  Portugal  defired  the  pofleffion  of  Diu,  he  hoped,  that 
to  be  the  meffenger  of  the  agreeable  tidings  would  procure  his  pardon. 
Having  got  a  draught  of  the  fort,  and  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  Badur,  he 
fet  fail  on  pretence  for  Cambaya,  in  a  veflel  only  fixteen  feet  and  an  half  long, 
nine  broad,  and  four  and  a  half  deep.  Three  Portuguefe,  his  fervants,  and 
fomc  Indian  flaves,  were  his  crew.  When  out  at  fea  he  difcovcred  his  true 
purpofe:  this  produced  a  mutiny,  in  which  all  that  were  failors  were  killed. 
Botello,  however,  proceeded,  and  arrived  at  Lifbon,  where  his  pardon  was 
all  his  reward,  though  in  confequence  of  his  intelligence,  a  fleet  was  imrne* 
diately  fitted  out,  to  fupply  the  new  acquired  garrifon.  His  veflel,  by  the 
king's  order,  was  immediately  burned,  that  fuch  evidence  of  the  fafcty  and 
eafe  of  the  voyage  to  India  might  not  remain. 
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withdrew  from  Cambaya.  The  king  ofDecan,  entitled 
Hydal  Can,  had  about  this  time  laid  fiege  to  Golcondaf 
with  an  army  of  near  half  a  million,  but  Cotamaluco,  the 
prince  whom  he  beGeged,  found  means  to  defeat  him  by 
famine  *.  The  Hydal  Can  died  fuddenly,  and  Abraham^ 
his  fon  by  a  Have,  one  of  his  principal  officers,  ufurpe4 
the  throne,  and  thruft  out  the  eyes  of  his  legitimate  fon 
Mulacham,  or  Mealecan,  who  was  yet  in  his  nonage, 
Abraham  continued  the  war,  and  Azadacam,  an  expert 
Mohammedan,  at  the  head  of  a  large  army,  endeavoured 
to  revenge  Mulacham,  when  the  people  of  Decan,  defo- 
lated  by  thefe  brutal  wars,  entreated  Nunio  to  take  the 
dominion  of  their  country,  and  deliver  them  from  utter 
ruin.  As  the  Decan  forms  the  continent  oppofite  to  Goa, 
the  offer  was  accepted,  and  ratified  by  the  confent  of  Aza- 
dacam. Azadacam  now  fled  to  the  king  of  Bifnagar,  the 
old  enemy  of  the  Decan,  and  Abraham,  now  affifted  by 
Cotamaluco,  the  prince  who  had  been  befieged  in  Gol- 
conda,  invaded  Bifnagar  with  an  army  of  400,000  men 
and  700  elephants.  But  while  human  blood  flowed  in 
rivulets,  Azadacam  made  his  peace  with  Abraham,  and 
Cotamaluco,  in  difgufl:  of  the  favour  (hewn  to  his  enemyj^ 
joined  the  king  of  Bifnagar.  Badur,  who  owed  the  pof- 
fefliion  of  his  crown  to  the  Portuguefe,  now  meditating 
their  ruin,  entered  into  a  league  with  the  Hydal  Can. 
And  Azadacam,  who  had  ratified  the  treaty,  by  which  the 

miferable 


•  The  Afiatic  armies,  though  immenfe  In  number,  very  feldom  comt 
to  a  general  aftion.  To  cut  off  the  enemy's  provlfions,  which  produces 
famine  and  peftilence  among  fuch  enormous  armies,  is  one  of  the  greatei^ 
itrokes  of  Indian  generalihip. 


PORTUGUESE  ASIA.  cli 

mlferable  inhabitants  of  Decan  put  themfelves  under  the 
prote£lion  of  the  Portuguefc  dominion,  now  advifed  his 
mailer  to  recover  his  territory  by  force  of  arms.  A  war 
enfued,  but  neither  Azadacam,  nor  Solyman  Aga  with 
his  Perfian  auxiliaries,  could  expel  the  Portugucfe.  Hydal 
Can,  tired  hy  the  groans  of  the  people,  ordered  hoftilitics 
to  ceafe,  but  was  not  obeyed  by  Azadacam,  who,  to  covey 
his  trcafon,  attempted  to  poifon  Hydal  Can.  His  treachery 
was  difcovered,  yet  foon  after  the  traitor  bought  his  par- 
don with  gold,  for  gold  is  omnipotent  in  the  fordid  courts 
of  the  Eaft.  Nunio,  however,  compelled  Azadacam  to  a 
truce,  when  a  new  enemy  immediately  arofe.  The  Za- 
morim,  encouraged  by  Badur,  raifed  an  army  of  about 
50,000  men,  but  was  fix  times  defeated  by  the  Portuguefe. 
Badur  had  now  recourfe  to  perfidy.  He  entreated  a  con- 
ference with  Nunio  at  Diu,  and  with  Souza,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  fort,  with  intention  to  aflaffinate  them  both. 
But  ere  his  fcheme  was  ripe,  Souza,  one  day,  in  ftepping 
into  Badur's  barge,  fell  into  the  watipr.  He  was  taken 
vp  in  fafety,  but  fome  Portuguefe,  who  at  a  diilance  be* 
held  his  danger,  rowed  up  haftily  to  his  affiftance,  when 
Badur,  troubled  with  a  villain's  fears,  ordered  Souza  to 
be  killed.  Four  Portuguefe  gentlemen,  feeing  Souza  at- 
tacked, immediately  boarded  the  barge,  and  ruftied  on  the 
tyrant.  lago  de  Mefqueta  wounded  him,  but  though 
thefe  brave  men  loft  their  lives  in  the  attempt,  they  forced 
Badur  to  leap  overboard  for  fafety.  A  commotion  in  the 
bay  enfued,  and  the  king,  unable  to  fwim  any  longer, 
declared  aloud  who  he  was,  and  begged  afliftance.  A 
Portuguefe  officer  held  out  an  oar,  but  as  Badur  laid  hold 
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of  it»  a  common  foldier,  moved  with  honeft  indignation, 
ftruck  him  over  the  face  with  a  halbert,  and  repeating  his 
blows,  delivered  the  world  of  a  tyrant,  whofe  remorfelefs 
perfidy  and  cruelty  had  long  difgraced  human  nature. 

In  this  abridged  view  of  the  dark  barbarous  politics^ 
ynblufliing  perfidy,  and  defolating  wars  of  king  Badur» 
the  king  of  Delhi,  and  the  Hydal  Can,  we  have  a  com* 
plete  epitome  of  the  hiftory  of  India.  Century  after  cen- 
tury contains  only  a  repetition  of  the  fame  changes  of 
policy,  the  fame  defolations,  and  the  fame  deluges  of  fpiit 
blood.  And  who  can  behold  fo  horrid  a  picture,  without 
perceiving  the  ineftimable  benefits  which  may  be  dif* 
FUSED  over  the  Eaft  by  a  potent  fettlement  of  Europeans, 
benefits  which  true  policy,  which  their  own  intereft  de- 
mand from  their  hands,  which  have  in  part  been  given, 
and  certainly  will  one  day  be  largely  difFufed?  Nunib^  as 
much  as  poffibly  he  could,  improved  every  opportunity  of 
convincing  the  natives,  that  the  fricndfhip  of  his  country- 
men was  capable  of  afibrding  them  the  furcib  defence. 
Greatly  fuperior  to  the  grofs  ideas  of  Gothic  conqueft,  he 
addrefled  himfelf  to  the  reafon  and  the  interefts  of  thofc 
with  whom  he  negociated.  He  called  a  meeting  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  and  merchants  of  Cambaya,  and  laid 
the  papers  of  the  dead  king  before  them.  By  thefe,  the 
treacherous  defigns  of  king  Badur  fully  appeared,  and  his 
negociation  to  engage  the  Grand  Turk  to  drive  the  Por- 
tuguefe  from  India  was  deteded.  Coje  Zofar,  one  of 
the  firft  officers  of  Badur,  and  who  was  prefent  at  his 
death,  with  feveral  others,  witncffed  the  manner  of  it : 

and 
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and  Moors  and  Pagans  alike  acquitted  the  Portuguefe. 
Letters  to  this  purpofe^  in  Arabic  and  PerGc^  figned  by 
Coje  Zofar  and  the  chief  men  of  Cambaya,  were  difperfed 
by  Nunio  every  where  in  India  and  the  coafts  of  Arabia, 
Nor  did  this  great   politician  flop   here.      Superior  to 
bigotry,  he  did  not  look  to  the  pope's  bull  for  the  founda^ 
tion  of  authority.     The  free  exercife  of  the  Mohammedan 
and  Brahmin  religions  was  permitted  in  every  Portuguefe 
tenitory,  and  not  only  the  laws^  the  officers  appointed, 
but  even  the  penfions  given  by  king  Badur,  were  con* 
tinned.    The  Portuguefe  fettlements  now  enjoyed  prot 
perity.     A  privateering  war  with  the  Moors  of  Mecca, 
and  fome  hoftilities  in  defence  of  the  princes,  his  allies, 
were  the  fole  incumbrances  of  Nunio,  while  India  was 
again  fteeped  in  her  own  blood.     While  the  new  king  of 
Cambaya  was  dethroned^  while  Omaum  king  of  Delhi  loft 
an  army  of  above  400,000  men  in  Bengal,  and  while 
Xercham,  the  king  of  that  country,  together  with  his 
own  life,  loft  almoft  as  many  in  the  fiege  of  Calijor,  Nu- 
nio preferved  his  territory  in  the  Decan  in  a  ftate  of  peace 
^d  fafety,  the  wonder  and  envy  of  the  other  provinces  of 
India  •    But  the  armament  of  the  Turk,  procured  by  Badur, 
now  arrived,  and  threatened  the  deftru£lion  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe.    Selim,  fultan  of  Conftantinople,  a   few  years 
before,  had  defeated  the  foldan  of  Egypt,  and  annexed 
his  dominions  to  the  Turkifh  empire.     The  Mohammedan 
ftrength  was  now  more  confolidated  than  ever.     The 
Grand  Turk  was  at  war,  and  meditated  conquefts  in  , 
Europe.    The  traffic  of  India  was  the  mother  and  nurfe 
pf  his  naval  ftrength,  and  the  prefents  fent  by  king  Ba* 

dur 
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dur  gave  him  the  higheft  idea  of  the  riches  of  Indoftan, 
Seventy  large  veffels,  well  fupplied  with  cannon  and  all 
military  (lores,  under  the  command  of  Solyman,  baihaw 
of  Cairo,  failed  from  the  port  of  Suez,  to  extirpate  the 
Portuguefe  from  India.  The  feamen  were  of  different 
nations,  many  of  them  Venetian  galley-flaves,  taken  in 
war,  all  of  them  trained  failors  ;  and  7000  Janifaries  were 
dedined  to  aft  on  (hore.  Some  Portuguefe  renegados 
were  alfo  in  the  fleet;  and  •  Coje  Zofar/who  had  hitherto 
been  the  friend  of  Nunio,  with  a  party  of  Cambayans, 
joined  Solyman.  The  hoftile  operations  began  with  the 
fiege  of  Dio ;  but  when  Nunio  was  ready  to  fail  to  its 
relief  with  a  fleet  of  eighty  veflels,  Garcia  de  Noronha 
arrived  with  a  commiflion  to  fucceed  him  as  governor. 
Nunio  immediately  refigned,  and  Noronha,  in  providing 
a  greater  force,  by  a  criminal  lofs  of  time,  reduced  the 
garrifon  of  Dio  to  the  greateft  extremity.  Here  the  Por- 
tuguefe (hewed  miracles  of  bravery.  Anthony  de  Syl- 
veyra,  the  commander,  was  in  every  place.  Even  the 
women  took  arms.  The  officers  ladies  went  from  ram- 
part to  rampart,  upbraiding  the  lead  appearance  of  lan- 
guor. Juan  Roderigo,  with  a  barrel  of  powder  in  his 
arms,  paflfed  his  companions  •,  Make  way^  he  cried,  /  carry 
my  own  and  many  a  maiCs  death.  His  own,  however,  he 
did  not,  for  he  returned  fafe  to  his  ftation  :  but  above  a 
hundred  of  the  enemy  were  deftroyed  by  the  explofion  of 

the 

•  This  officer  was  by  birth  an  Albanefe,  of  Catholic  parents,  and  had 
fcrved  in  the  wars  in  Italy  and  Flanders.  Having  commenced  merchant,  he 
was  taken  at  fea  by  the  Turks,  and  carried  to  Conftantinople,  from  whence 
he  went  to  Cambaya,  where  he  embraced  Mohammedifni,  and  became  th9 
prime  minifter  and  favourite  of  kin]$  Badur. 
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the  powder,  which  he  threw  upon  one  of  their  batteries. 
Of  600  men,  who  at  firft  were  in  the  garrifon,  forty  were 
not  now  able  to  bear  arms  5  when  Coje  Zofar,  irritated 
by  the  infolence  of  Solyman,  forged  a  letter  to  the  garri- 
fon, which  promifed  the  immediate  arrival  of  Noronha. 
This,  as  he  dcfigned,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Solyman,  who 
immediately  hoifted  his  fails,  and  with  the  (battered  re- 
mains of  his  formidable  fleet,  fled  to  Arabia,  where,  to 
avoid  a  more  dreaded  punifliment,  he  died  by  his  own 
hands. 

Bat  while  Nunio  thus  reftored  the  afl^airs  of  India,  the 
uncommercial  principles  of  the  court  of  Liibon  accu-. 
mulated  their  malignity.  He  did  not  amufe  the  king  and 
nobility  with  the  glare  of  unmeaning  Gothic  conquefts, 
and  the  wifdom  of  his  policy  was  by  them  unperceived. 
Even  their  hiftorians  feem  infenfiblc  of  it,  and  even  the 
author  of  the  Htftoire  Philofophiquey  in  his  account  of  Por- 
tuguefe  India,  pays  no  attention  to  Nunio,  though  the 
ivifidom  and  humanity  of  his  politics  do  honour  to  human 
nature;  though  in  the  arts  of  peace  he  efFefted  more 
than  any  of  the  Portuguefe  governors ;  and  though  he 
has  left  the  nobleft  example  for  imitation,  which  the  hif- 
tory  of  Portuguefe  Afia  aflFords.  Recalled  from  his  pros- 
perous government  by  the  mandate  of  a  court  blind  to 
its  true  interefl:,  chains  in  place  of  rewards  were  prepared 
in  Portugal  for  this  great  commander ;  but  his  death  at 
fea,  after  a  happy  regency  of  about  ten  years,  prevented 
f  Jie  completion  of  his  country's  ingratitude. 

Noronhai 
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Noronha,  the  new  viceroy,  the  third  who  had  beep  ho- 
noured with  that  fuperior  title  *,  began  his  goyernment 
with  an  infamous  delay  of  the  fuccours  deftined  by  Nunio 
for  Dio.  Cojc  Zofar,  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  delay,  was 
permitted,  long  after  the  departure  of  Solyman,  to  harafs 
the  Portuguefe  of  that  important  place.  The  Hydal  Can, 
many  other  princes,  and  even  the  Zamorim  himfelf, 
awed  by  the  dignity  and  juftice  of  Nunio's  government, 
had  entreated  the  alliance  of  Portugal,  and  Noronha  had 
the  honour  to  negociate  a  general  peace ;  a  peace,  which 
on  the  part  of  the  Zamorim,  gave  the  Portuguefe  every 
opportunity  to  ftrengthen  their  empire  ;  for  it  continued 
thirty  years. 

Thcfe  tranfaftions,  the  privateering  war  with  theMoors; 
fome  ftirmiflies  in  Ceylon ;  the  defign,  contrary  to  the 
king's  commiflion,  to  appoint  his  fon  to  fucceed  him ;  his 
death,  and  the  public  joy  which  it  occafioncd  j  comprifc 
the  hiftory  of  the  regency  of  the  unworthy  fucccffor  of  the 
generous  Nunio. 

Both  the  Portuguefe  and  the  natives  gave  unfeigned  dc» 
monllrations  of  joy  on  the  appointment  of  Stephen  de 
Gama,  the  fon  of  the  great  Vafco.  By  his  firft  aft  he 
ordered  his  private  eftate  to  be  publicly  valued,  and  by 
his  fecond  he  lent  a  great  fum  to  the  treafury,  which  by 
Noronha  was  left  exhaufled.  He  vifited  and  repaired  the 
forts,  and  refitted  the  fleets  in  every  harbour.     By  his 

officers 

•  Almeyda  and  Gama  were  the  only  two  who  had  been  thus  honoured 
before  hire. 
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officers  he  defeated  the  king  of  Achem,  who  difturbed 
Mahca.  He  reftored  tranquillity  in  Cambaya,  nvhere  the 
Portuguefe  territory  was  invaded  by  a  very  powerful  army^ 
led  by  Bramaluco,  a  prince  who  had  been  dethroned  by 
king  Badur ;  and  his  brother  Chriftoval  he  fent  on  an  ex- 
pedition into  Ethiopia  *.  The  Moors  of  Mecca,  as  al- 
ready obfcrved,  were  the  mod  formidable  enemies  the 
Portuguefe  ha^  hitherto  found  in  the  Eaft.  In  naval  arC 
they  were  greatly  fuperior  to  the  other  nations  of  Ada, 
and  from  their  numerous  fleets,  which  poured  down  the 
Red  Sea,  the  Portuguefe  had  often  experienced  the  greateft 
injury ;  and  a  check  to  their  power  was  now  wahted* 
The  governor  himfelf  undertook  this  expedition,  and  failed 
ta  the  Red  Sea  with  a  fleet  equipped  at  his  own  private 
cxpcnce.  Here  he  gave  a  fevere  wound  to  the  naval 
ftrength  of  both  the  Turks  and  the  Moors  f.  But  while 
every  thing  was  in  profperity  under  the  brave  and  gene* 
rous  Stephen^  he  was  fuddenly  fuperfeded  by  the  eleva« 

tioa 

•  For  his  melanclioly  fate,  fee  p.  403.  vol.  ii. 

f  During  this  expedition  he  took  the  important  city  and  fea-port  of 
Toro  in  Arabia;  after  which  he  marched  to  mount  Sinai,  where  he 
knighted  feveral  of  his  officers,  a  romantic  honour  admired  by  Charles  V. 
De  Luis  de  Ataide,  having  behaved  with  great  courage  as  a  volunteer,  at  th«. 
battle  where  Charles  V.  defeated  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  was  offered  knighthood 
||y  the.  Emperor  ;  but  he  replied,  he  had  already  received  that  honour  upon 
mount  Sinai.  The  Emperor,  fo  far  from  being  offended,  declared  in  prefence 
of  his  officers,  that  he  more  envied  that  honour  than  rejoiced  in  his  viftory. 
The  fame  fpirit  of  romantic  gallantry,  arifing  from  religious  veneration, 
feeros  to  have  poffeffed  Don-  Stephen  himfelf.  He  ordered  his  epitaph  to 
coniift  of  thefe  words,  <*  He  that  made  knights  upon  mount  Sinai,  ended  bis  courfe 
herei*^  Don  Alvaro,  the  fon  of  the  great  John  de  Caflro,  was  alfo  one  of 
thefc  knights,  and  his  father  thought  it  fo  great  an  honour,  that  he  took  for 
bis  creft  the  Catherine-wheel,  which  his  family  ftiU  continue.  There  is  a 
chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Cat^kerine  on  mount  Sinai,  iud,  by  tlw  popilh  writers^ 
to  have  been  built  by  angels. 
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the  foldlers,  tve  came  to  make  good  by  plunder  the  pay  of 
nvhicb  we  are  unjuftly  deprived.^^I  do  not  know  you,  replied 
Souza^  you  are  not  the  fame  men  1  left  in  India  two  years . 
ago.  To  this  the  foldiery  loudly  returaedj  Tes,  the  men 
are  the  fame,  but  the  governor  is  not  the  fame.  Finding  the 
mutiny  violent,  Souza  retired  to  the  (hips ;  but  the  next 
day  he  renewed  the  fiege,  and  the  city  was  taken,  and 
the  Itreets  ran  with  blood :  fuch  was  the  rage  of  the  army 
to  recompenfe  themfelves  by  plunder.  The  yearly  tribute 
impofed  by  Albuquerque  upon  the  king  of  Ormuz  was 
12,000  ducats.  It  was  now  raifed  to  100,000,  and  the 
king,  unable  to  difcharge  fuch  an  enormous  burthen,  was 
500,000  ducats  in  arrear ;  and  a  reGgnation  of  all  the 
lerenues  of  his  crown  was  propofed,  and  accepted  by 
Souza*  Azadacam,  now  in  open  war  with  his  matter 
the  Hydal  Can  Abraham,  drew  Souza  to  his  party.  The 
defign  was  to  dethrone  Abraham,  who  was  then  in  alli- 
ance with  the  Portuguefe,  and  to  place  Mealecan  his 
brother  in  his  dominions.  The  Portuguefe  officers  mur- 
mured at  this  (hamelefs  injuftice,  but  only  Pedro  de  Faria, 
trulling  to  his  venerable  years,  had  the  courage  to  re- 
monftrate  with  the  governor.  Souza,  haughty  as  he  was, 
liftened  to  the  man  of  fourfcore,  and  confefled  that  he 
had  faved  both  his  life  and  his  honour.  The  attempt, 
however,  was  highly  refented  by  the  Hydal  Can,  who 
gathered  fuch  a  ftorm  to  crufh  the  Portuguefe,  that  Souza, 
forefeeing  the  tempeft  which  was  hovering  over  him, 
threatened  to  open  the  writs  of  fuccefllon,  and  refign  to 
the  governor  next  named.    He  complained  that  he  could 

not 
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not  govern  men  who  had  neither  truth  Aor  honour :  he 
did  not  confider,  however,  that  his  unjufl:  treatment  -of 
the  common  foldiers  occafioned  their  diforderand  dlf« 
obedience.  Bat  while  he  thus  meditated  a  treacherouir 
and  cowardly  retreat,  treacherous  becaufe  it  was  to  dcfcrfc 
his  pofft  in  the  hour  of  danger,  a  fleet  from  Portugal 
brought  the  great  John  de  Caftro,  the  fucceflbr  of  the  cm«" 
barrafled  undetermined  Souza. 

The  naval  and  military  ftrcngth  of  the  Portuguefe  in 
India  was  in  a  very  fickly  condition.  Great  difcontcnt 
among  the  few  who  were  honeft  j  all  was  villainy  and 
diforder,  rapine  and  piracy  among  the  reft.  On  the  foli- 
citations  of  Souza,  Meale  Can  took  refuge  in  Goa.  Wheii 
the  HydalCan  made  his  formidable  preparations  for  war,he 
demanded  as  the  previous  condition  of  peace,  that  Meale 
fliould  be  delivered  up  to  him.  This  Souza  refufed,  but; 
promifed  to  fend  him  to  Malaca,  where  he  fhould  remain 
under  guard.  Immediately  on  the  acceflion  of  Caftro, 
the  Hydal  Can  renewed  his  propofal  for  the  furrender  o£ 
Meale,  who  was  yet  at  Goa  5  but  the  new  governor  re- 
jedied  this  demand  with  firmnefs.  It  was  deemed  good 
policy  by  feveral  of  the  Portuguefe  governors  to  efpoufe 
the  caufe  of*  this  injured  prince*    They  efteemed  him 

as 

•  The  Portuguefe  hiilorians  difagree  in  their  accounts  of  this  Hydal  Can 
Abraham.  Barros  fays,  he  was  not  of  the  blood  royal.  But  Faria,  who  fele^^ed 
his  work  from  Barros,  and  feveral  other  authors)  Calls  him  the  brother  ^ 
Meale;  whom  he  unjuftly  dethroned.  When  Souza,  on  pretence  of  doing 
juAice,  endeavoured  to  place  Meale  on  the  throne,  the  uflirper  in  an  artful 
epiftle  aiked  him  what  right  the  Portuguefe  had  to  dethrone  the  kings,  of 
the  Eafl,  and  then  pretend  to  do  juAice  to  an  exiled  prince  ?  Pofleilion,  he 
faid,  proved  the  dpprobatioA  of  God  i  arid' the  Portuguefc>  he  addcil,  had  a^ 
other  title  to  dominion  in  Afia. 

Vol.  I.  1 
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as  an  cnginC}  which}  under  their  maoagement,  would 
cither  over-awe  the  Hydal  Can,  or  dethrone  him  when 
they  pleafed.  But  the  event  did  not  juftify  this  theoretic 
cal  wiCdom.  It  had  been  pufiUanimity  in  Caftro,  had  he 
fnrrendered  a  prince  who  was  under  proteAion  of  the 
Portuguefe  faith ;  but  the  contrary  condud,  the  confe- 
quence  of  Souza*s  policy,  produced  an  invafion  of  tho 
Portuguefe  continental  territory;  and  though  Caftro  was 
vi^iorious,  the  Hydal  Can  continued  ever  ready  for  hof* 
tilities,  and'  occafion  was  ever  at  hand.  Scarcely  had 
Caftro  given  Hydal  Can  the  firft  repulfe,  when  Mahu- 
itiudy  the  nephew  of  king  Badur,  the  heir  of  his  crown 
and  fierce  difpoCtion,  infliigated  by  Coje  Zofar^  and  af^ 
Cfted  by  the  Hydal  Can  and  about  8000  troops  from  Con* 
ftantinople,  among  whom  were  1000  Janizaries,  com- 
menced hoftilitiesi  and  threatened  the  total  extirpation  o^ 
the  Portuguefe :  their  warlike  operations  began  with  the 
fiege  of  Die.  John  de  Mafcarene,  the  governor,  made  a 
brave  defence,  and  the  Portuguefe  difplayed  many  prodi- 
gies of  valour.  Azadacam,  Coje  Zofar,  and  others,  of 
the  greateft  military  reputation,  direfted  the  attacks,  and 
perifhed  in  their  attempts.  Whenever  a  breach  was 
made,  the  Turks  and  Indians  prefled  on  by  ten  thoufands, 
but  were  always  repulfed.  Nor  were  the  ladies  of  the 
officers  lefs  active  and  courageous  than  in  the  former 
fiege.  Various  reinforcements  were  fent  by  the  gover- 
nor, one  of  which  was  commanded  by  his  fon  Don  Fer- 
nando. Unnumbered  artillery  thundered  on  every  fide, 
and  mines  were  fprung,  by  one  of  which  Fernando  was 
with  bis  battalion  blown  up  in  the  air.  When  Caftro  re- 
ceived 
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cseived  the  tidings  of  this  difafter,  he  was  at  Goa.  He 
bore  it  with  the  greateft  compofare,  arid  though  it  was 
the  tempeftuous  feafon,  he  immediately  difpatched  his 
other  fon  Don  Alvaro  with  another  reinforcement  to 
Dio.  After  eight  months  had  elapfed  in  this  defperate 
ilegei  thie  governor  arrived  with  a  large  fleet,  and  without 
o^pofition  entered  the  fort*  From  thence  he  marched  out 
at  the  head  of  2500  Portuguefe^  and  fome  auxiliaries  of 
Cochin.  The  numerous  army  of  Mahumud  continued  In 
their  trenches,  which  were  defended  with  ramparts  and  a 
profuiion  of  artillery.'  But  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
their  works,  and  purfued  with  incredible  flaughter  through 
the  ftreets  of  the  city.  Rume  Can,  the  fon  of  Zofar, 
rallied  about  8000  of  his  braved  troops,  and  was  to- 
tally defeated  by  Cafliro*.  It  was  neceflary  to  profecute 
the  war;  and  the  governor,  in  great  want  of  money  to 
carry  it  on,  meditated  a  loan  bf  20,000  pardaos  from  the 
citizens  of  Goa.  He  ordered  the  grave  of  Doii  Fer- 
nando his  fon  to  be  opened,  on  purpofe  to  fend  his  bones 
as  a  pledge ;  but  the  putrid  date  of  the  carcafe  prevented 
this,  and  he  fent  a  lock  of  his  own  muftacheos  as  a  fecuri* 

rity 

•  During  the  heat  of  this  engagement.  Father  Cazal,  with  a  crucifix  on 
the  point  of  a  fpear,  greatly  animated  the  Portuguefe.  Rume  Can,  notwith- 
Handing  all  the  efforts  of  Caftro,  put  his  troops  at  laft  in  great  difordei;. 
But  though  the  general  could  not,  the  pdeft  led  them  to  vidory.  A  weapon 
broke  off  an  arm  of  the  crucifix,  and  Cazal  exclaiming  aloud,  SacriUgtf 
ficrilege,  revenge  the  facrilege,  infpired  a  fury  which  determined  the  battle* 
In  many  other  engagements  the  leaders  promoted  their  intereft  in  this  man- 
ner. They  often  faw  the  fign  of  t;he  crofs  in  the  air,  and  at  d^erent  times 
fiymcMoorifti  prifoners  enquired  after  the  beautiful  young  woman,  and  ve- 
fierable  old  man,  who  appeared  in  the  front  of  the  Portuguefe  fquadrons.  And 
the  Portuguefe  foldiers,  who  faw  no  fuch  perfonages,  were  thus  taught  to 
believe  themfeWes  under  the  particular  csre  of  the  Virgin  and  St,  Jofeph. 
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rity  for  the  loan^  a  fecurity  indeed  ancommoDy  bat  whkb 

included  in  it  a  fignai  pawn  of  his  honour.    The  pledge 

was  refpedfully  letumed,  and  more  money  than  he  re« 

quired  was  fent;  and  eren  the  women  ftript  themfel^fes  of 

their  bracelets  and  other  jewels  to  fupply  his  want.    The 

ladies  of  Chaul  fdlowed  the  example,  and  by  the  hands 

of  their  little  daughters  fent  him  their  richeft  jewels* 

The  jewels,  however,  he  returned,  and  having  with  grest 

affiduity  improved  his  naval  and  military  ftrength,  he  and 

his  captains  carried  fire  and  fword  over  the  dominions  of 

the  hoftik  princes,  while  Hydal  Can,  with  an  army  of 

150,000  men,  retired  before  him.    The  king  of  Acfaem 

was  alfo  defeated  at  Malacay  and  the  ftubborn  viUany  of 

the  debauched  Portuguefe  foldiers  and  traders  was  the 

cmly  enemy  unfubdued.     To  prevent  tie  ruin  of  the  fiaU^ 

lays  his  hiftorian  Andrada,  he  made  it  unlmvfulfor  aJoU&n 

io  become  merchant.     But  while  he  laboured  in  this  much 

aK>re  arduous  war,  in  corre£iing  the  abufes  of  the  re* 

venue,  and  the  diftribution  of  juftice,  grief,   it  is  Dud, 

impaired  Cailro's  health,  and  haftened  his  end,  at  a  time 

when  Hydal  Can  and  all  who  had  been  in  arms  againft 

the  Portuguefe  were  fuing  for  peace.      On  the  approach 

of  death  he  appointed  a  council  of  fele£t  perfons  to  take 

the  management  of  afiairs.     And  fo  poor  )ivas  the  great 

Caftro,  that  the  firft  aft  of  this  committee  was  an  order 

.to  fupply  the  expences  of  his  death-bed  from  the  king's 

revenue  \  for  a  few  reals,  not  half  a  dozen,  was  all  the 

property  found  in  his  cabinet  *• 

With 

*  CaflrOy  though  he  difdalned  private  emolument,  was  fond  of  pablic  ma^- 
Afficence.    After  his  vJ^orics  he  frequently  entered  Goa  in  the  manner  cf 

a  Roman 
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_With:the,eulogiumof  Caftro,  Camoens. concludes  his 
pitop^eslic  foi)g,  aodhefe  silfo  the  moft  glorious  period  o£. 
the  Portugi^fe  empire  in  Afia  termiaales.  9ut  ihe  cir- 
cumfts^ces  of  iu-£all,  an4  the  ^oble  and  p?aAf  fuccefsfid^ 
ftcuggles  which  it  fometimes  mA^  when  its  total  e;Ltiiic« 
lion  feemed  jdevitabki  are  highly  worthy  of  the  attention 
q£  the  political  philQfopher>  and  form  alfe  tbeneccfiarj 
QKHUiJufiQQ  o£  thishiftory.  ^         : 

'  .  '  .  '  >  f        •  " 

:  Gsutciz  de  Sa«  an  expeiienced  oflker,  fucQe(;ded  Caftvb/ 
^ad  concluded  the  vaiious  treaties  o£  peace,  {uocused  by 
the  armsi  and  in  agitation  at  the  death  of  that]great  man» 

aRom^  triumph*    That,  after  his  happy  return  from  Dio,  was  fo.  remark- 
ably fplendid,  that  the  queen  of  Portugal  faid,  he  had  conquer^  lite  a 
Chrifiian,  but  had  triumphed  like  a  heatheo.     The  gates  and  hoyfes  were 
hqng  with  filk  and  tapestry.     The  cannon  and  arms  t^en  from  thjc  enen?^ 
were  carried  in  the  front.    The  officers  in  armour,  with  plumed  helmets, 
f^iUowed :  Caftro,  crowned  wi^  laur^l«  and  witl^^alanrel  bough  lahisband, 
walked  upon  filk,  while  the  ladies  from  the  windows  (howered  flowers  and 
perfumes  upon  him ;  and  Cazal,  with  the  maimed  crucifix,  walked  in  his 
furplice  immediately  before  him.    Military  and  church  mu^i;  by  tiuns.  rf » 
founded.     And  Jus&arcan,  the  general  of  the  Indian  horfe,  and  600  prifoners 
guarded  and  in  chains,  clofed  the  procefflon.    When  he  Wrotd  to  the  king  6£ 
Portugal  the  particulars  of  the  relief  of  Dio,  he  folicited  his  TfcaU,  bt^t  xh\^ 
was  rejcfted,  and  he  was  appointed  to  continue  three  years  longer,  with  the 
aidt^tional  honour  of  the  title  of  Viceroy.    His  fchool- companion,  the  In* 
liUit  Don l^wis,  wrote  him  an  afTedtionate  letter  requeuing  his  acquiefcence. 
In  which  he  ufes  this  expreffion.     "  ^ter  your  performanct  of  the  royal  imll^ 
Jtrufi  you  Kuill  cover  the  topi  of  the  rocks  of  Cintra  luith  chapels  and  trophies  of 
pitr  vi^orieSf  ami  long  enjoy  tbem  in  prtfound  repofe.*^     Cintra,  for  rocky  hills, 
VQods,  and  rivers,  the  mofl  romantic  fituation  in  nature,  was  the  Canulv 
cflate  of  Caftro.    it  is  faid  he  was  the  f^rft  wlio  brought  the  orange-tree  to 
Xarope,  and  that!  he  efteemed  this  gift  to  his  country,  as  the  greateil  of  hi^ 
adtions*    Three  cfa^ge-tr^esare  i^iU  preferved  at  Cintra,  in  memorial  of  the 
place  where  he  firft  planted  that  valuable  fruitage.     He  died,  fopn  after  hq 
W9»  named  Vicw^y,  tk  his  ibrty-eighth  year.    His  family  fWl  rem^n* 
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highly  to  the  advanuge  and  honour  of  Portugal/   The 
celebrated  St.  Francis  Xavur  was  now  a  principal  diarac*' 
tcr  in  Portu^uefe  Afia.     And  while  the  converfion  of  the 
Eaft  was  alj  he  profeffcd,  he  rendered  the  throne  of  Potv* 
tttgal  the  mod  political  fervices.    His  unremitting  dili- 
gence, and  the  danger  and  toil  of  his  joumies  from  king*' 
dpm  to  kingdom, .  beipeak  a  great  mind,  ardently  devoted 
to  his  enterprize ;  and  the  various  princes  who  received 
baptifm  from  his  hands^  and  the  many  thoufands  who,  on 
bis  prdachlngy  aiTumed  the  Ch'riftian  name,  difplayed  a 
fuccefs  which  his  admirers  iefteemed  miraculous.  Notbingy 
however,  could  be  eafier  than  fuch  converfion.  Xaviertron-. 
Ued  his  new  converts  with  no  reftraint,  and  required  from 
them  no  knowledge  of  the  Chriftian  principles*     He  bap* 
tized  tbem>  and  gave  them  crucifixes  to  worfliip,  andtol4! 
them  they  were  now  fure  of  heaven.     But  while  he  was 
thus  fupcrficial  as  an  apoftle,  as  a  politician  he  was  mi«. 
nute  and  comprehenfive.  Several  friars  of  different  orders 
Jiad  ere  now  attempted  the  converfion  of  fome  Indians ; 
but  a  regular  fyftem,  of  the  moft  extenfive  operation, 
was  rcferved  for  the  fons  of  Ignatius  Loyola ;    and  Xa- 
vier,  his  friend  and  arch-difciple,  laid  the  bold  and  ardOf- 
ous  plan  of  reducing  the  whple  Eaft  to  the  fpiritual  vaf- 
falage  of  the  papal  chair.     What  is  implied  in  this  he  well 
knew,  and  every  offer  of  religious  inftrudion  which  he 
,  made,  was  attended  with  the  moft  flattering  propofals  of 
alliances ;  of  alliances,  however,  which  were  calculated 
to  render  the  natives  dependent  on  the  Portuguefe,  and 
mere  tributaries.     In  this  plan  of  operation  the  great  abi» 
Jitie^  of  Xavier  were  crowned  with  rapid  fi^iccefs.    Ki^gjl 


!attd  kingdoms,  won  by  his  preaching,  fued'foir 'the  jfriend^ 
•fliip  of  the  Portttgucfc.  But  while  the  orive  bf  ptface 
-feemed  ready  to  fpread  its  boughs  over  Iddia,  the  unre- 
lenting vilhinv  of  the  Portugdefe  foldiers  and  merdiantt 
t:oUntera£lfed  the  labours  of  Xavferj  and  'fevertil  pf-tiie 
'hew  baptized  princes,  in  refentment'  of  the  injuries 'tb<^ 
receiired,  returned-  to-  paganifnt  atid  hoAilky.  Xaviet^ 
wh6  a£led  as  a  fpy  on  the  military  aWd  ^il  government 
of  India,  not  only,  frohi  time  to  time,  laid  thefe  abufes 
before  the  king  of  t^ortugal,  but  alfo  interefted  himfell 
greatly  both  in  the  military*  and  civil  ciHinctk  of  Portix* 
guefe  Afia.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  and  counfellor 
of  the  great  Caftro,  and  his  political  efforts  were  onlybal^ 
fled  by  the  hardened  corruption  of  the  Potftt^uefe  man^ 
ners, 

:.  While  Xavier  thus  laboured  in  the  dlred^ion  of  the 
lipringsof  government,  Garcia  de  Sa  died  fuddenly,  and 
In  authority  was  fucceeded  by  George  de  C^bral.  The 
Zamorim,  the  king  of  Pimenta,  and  eighteen  vaflal 
princes,  among  whom  was  ^he  late  converted  king  of 
Tanor,  who  now  had  renounced  his  baptifm,  joined  in  z 
league  againft  the  king  of  Cochin,  the  faithful  ally  oJF 
Portugal,  and  took  the  field  with  near  2oo,OQO  men* 
:  '  Cabrai 

*  In  1 547  Malac9  was  faved  by  Xavier.  The  king  oij^bem^  t|ie  inveterate 
enemy  of  Portugal, '  fitted  out  60  veflbis  againft  that  port.  And  when  the 
governor  refufed  to  fail  In  fearch  of  the  enemy,  ere  they  veere  fully  equipped, 
Xavier  perfuaded  the  merchants  to  fit  out  ten  veflcls.  He  went  on  board, 
and  by  his  perfuafions  and  prophecies  of  fuccefs,  fo  encouraged  this  fmalt 
i'^uadron,  that  they  gained  a  complete  vidory  over  the  fleet  of  .Mem* 
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jCabral  haftcd  to  the  afEftance  of  Cochin,  and  In  feveral 
ifli^pcditions  gained  confiderable  advantages  over  the  enemf. 
Ti^6  enqmjr's  .n^ain  s^ymy  was  now  in  the  ifland.  of  Cochin^ 
11^  Cabrai^witb^iop.  j(ai)^  and  an  army  of  40,000  Cochini- 
f^V  had  reduced  them  to  the  loweft  extremity;  when^ 
<m'  the  very  day  upon  which  the  eighteen  vaflal  priucea 
;jir€re  to  hayeln^ft  gi^uen  up  as  hoftagcs,  a  npw  viceroy^ 
JE)q9  Alonzo.de  ISTp^ooha,  arrived,  and  inftantly  ijtoppetf 
^e-  .<)p6Vatiox|g..pf  C^br^I:  ,and  by  .the  mifunderft9;;]i4ix\g 
i^^im^cii  the  two  governors^  the  whole  army  of  the  qnen^y 
€fc»[fed.  XavieiE  rempjitlrs^ted,  by  letter,  in  the  ftrongcft 
tetois  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  advifed  the  feyerity  of 
puniihmenti  .  but  to  thefe  faiutary  warnings  no  attentioii 
viapaid  by  the'court  of  Lifbon. 

During  Sa*8  government,  the  coafting  trade  of  the  pri- 
viate  adventurers  became  more  and  more  piratical,  and 
coritihually  gave  birth  to  an  cndlefs  fucceffion  of  petty 
but  bloody  wars.  Though  the -king  of  Cochin  had  ever 
been  the  faithful  ally  of  Portugal,  Cabral  ordered,  with- 
out even  the  pretence  of  complaint,  one  of  his  richeft 
pagodas  *  to  be  plundered.  This  attempt,  in  the  true 
fpitft  of  the  private  traders,  was  defeated;  but  the  royal 
monopoly,  already  miferably  inadequate  both  to  its  meant 

and 


.**  The  Indian  pagodas  or  temples  are  the  repoHtories  of  their  mod  valua- 
ble  treafures.  When  they  intend  to  build  a  pagoda,  fays  Faria,  they  fow 
the  ground  with  kidney-beans.  When  thefe  are  green,  they  bring  a  grej 
jsow  to  feed  among  them,  and  on  the  fpot  where  (he  firft  dungs,  they  crt€t 
the  throne  of  the  idol  to  whom  tlie  pagoda,  which  they  build  around  it,  is  to 
be  dedicated.  Pythagoras's  veneration  for  beans,  together  with  his  nietemp- 
fichofis,  was  perhaps  borrowed  from  the  Indians. 
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asdobjedf  fuff^r^4  l>7  this  breaqh  Qf:  f^itb^ .  It. was  the 
c^e^iays  £airia,  th;U:  the  hoxpew^ird  fleets  of  only  tlmo 
Ihipe^fet  oi:^.iIl  ladeot  suid  late  in  the  ieafon,  wh^n  th/^ 
tcmpefts  were  coming  on.  .   .,, 

..  'When'  Noionha:  dpened  his  patent  of  commiffion,  he 
found  tliat'  hi&'pbwer  had  received  a  Itmttation  un)enowa 
before..  ;  A  council  was  therein  nominated^  by  whofe  ad«> 
Yice:he!was  enjconed  to  govenu  fiat  it  does  not  appear^ 
fiatoiibifi.  envious  and.rninous  tranHt^lickiL^ith.  Cabral,  or 
Ii20»>»y  other  of  bis  paeafures^  thftt  b^  was  either  re- 
ftmina<{  or.ififlu^nfied  by.  their  jcontrovrt^  Petty  wars  an4 
ilftt»l.<lepredati<m  marked  the  beginning  <xf  his  regency): 
tba.latter  part  ofit  w^s  trjuly  infamous*  The  Portuguefi^ 
faa4lB^s4uabl^  fetldements.  in.  the  rich  ifland  of  Ceylon^  and 
tb^.kipg.  of  Cota,  their  ally,  was  ;iow  treacheroufly  invaded, 
in  breach  of  a  folemnpej^cie,  }fY  Madupe  king  of  Ce^ta- 
vaca.  In  one  of  the  firit  battles  the  king  of  Cota  loft  his 
life>  and'his  fucc^flbrjqfxplored  the-ftipul?ited  affiftapceof 
the.Portwguefe.  l^oronha  himfelf  haftened  to.  Ceylpn^ 
5tq4  his  firft,  aftion  was  to  put  to  th^  rack  feme  of  the 
dpmeftips  of  the  king  whom  he  came  to  defend,  in  order 
to  inakc  them  difcover  their  prince's  treafures.  He  then 
pbmdered  the  palace  of  the  late  ki^g, .  and  demanded 
ZOO,opo  ducats  to  defray  his  charges,  which  fum  was  im-. 
mediately  given  tQ  him.  He  afterwards  defeated  Madune, 
ax^d  rafed  his  city  in  fearch  of  treafure,  and  very  confi- 
derable  riches  were  found.  By  agreement  one  half  of 
the  booty  was  due  to  the  king  of  Cota,  but  Noronha  paid 
no  regard  to  the  faith  of  treaty.     Nor  would  he  leave  one 

.   Fortuguefe 
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Ponaguefe  foldier  to  defend  his  injured  alljr,  though  eafw 
neftlffolicited,  and  though  the  king  of  Ceytavaca  remain- 
ed in  the  mountains  ready  for  revenge  on  the  departure 
of  the  viceroy*. 

The  Grand  Turk,  ftill  intent  on  the  extirpation  of  ■  Ac 
Portaguefe  from  India^  fitted  out  three  formidable  Iqaan 
drons  during  the  regency  of  Noronba.  .  The  firft^com*^ 
manded  by  a  bold  pirate  named  Pirbec^  failed  fronrSues^ 
with  an  armament  of  16,000  men.  He  plundered  tlie 
Portuguefe  fettlement  at  Mafcate,  and  even  the  city  of 
Ormuz,  though  tlie  fort  held  out  againft  him.  Having 
alfo  plundered  other  coafts,  he  returned  to  Cdnft^^ntino^W 
with  great  riches,  which  he  prefented  to  the  fultah.  BuCg' 
as  nothing  effcftual  was  done  towards  the  extirpation  <rf 
the  Europeans,  in  place  of  reward,  Pirbec^s  head  was 
ftruck  off  by  order  of  the  Grand  Signior. 

The  ftrenuous  and  long  continued  efforts  of  the  Porte 
to  expel  the  Portuguefe  from  the  eaftern  feas,  difplay  the 
vait  importance  of  the  naval  fuperlority  of  the  Europeans 
in  AGa.  Though  immediate  gain  feems  to  have  been  the 
fole  motive  of  the  Europeans  who  firft  went  to  India,  the 
Moors  and  Turks  perceived  the  remote  political  confe« 
quences  of  their  arrival,  in  the  cleareft  light.  Diffatisfied 
with  the  undecifive  expedition  of  Pirbec,  two  other  for* 
liiidable  Turkifli  fquadrons  were  fent  againft  the  Portu- 
guefe.    But  both  of  thefe  were  commanded  by  officers  of 

mean 

♦  By  order  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  by  means  of  Xavler,  the  extQr<« 
tJons  of  Noronha  were  afterwards  reftortd  to  the  king  of  Cota. 
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ttiean  abilities,  and  were  totally  defeated  by  (hlpwreck  and 
battle.  The  Zamorim  and  the  king  of  Pimenta,  whofe 
oombined  army  Noronha  had  formeriy  permitted  to 
<fcape,  had  continued,  during  the  war  in  Ceylon  and  with 
the  Turks,  to  harafs  the  Portuguefe  fleets,  and  the  king 
^f  Cochin,  their  ally.  Noronha,  now  at  leifure,  went  ia 
perfoh  to  revenge  thefe  infults,  and  the  rich  iflands  of  Al« 
gada,  fubjed  to  the  king  of  Pimenta,  after  a  defperate 
defence,  were  deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword.  Our  mili'» 
iary  poet,  Camoens,  at  this  time  arrived  in  India^  and 
discovered  his  valour  as  a  volunteer  in  this  expedition. 

While  the  royal  monopoly  and  the  coafting  trade  were 
•thus  reduced  and  expofed,  under  the  languor  and  weak- 
ncfs  of  the  military  operations,  the  aflive  fpirit  of  Xavier 
was  untired.  Having  vifited  almoft  every  fettlement, 
every  where  endeavouring  to  infpire  political  vigour  and 
unanimity,  he  was  now  bufied  in  adding  the  Chinefe  lan^i^ 
guage  to  his  other  laborious  acquirements  of  the  oriental 
tongues;  for  the  fpiritual  dominion  of  China  was  the 
grand  obje£);  of  his  ftupendbus  plan.  But,  alarmed  at 
the  fpreading  odium  raifed  by  the  cruel  and  unjufl  anions 
of  Noronha  in  Ceylon,  he  hafted  thither,  for  he  forefaw 
the  malign  influence  of  the  Portuguefe  infoknce  and  op- 
prefiion.  From  Ceylon  he  went  to  the  Malucos  and  Japan, 
and  when  ready  to  enter  China,  his  death  in  the  ifle  of  San<* 
cyon  clofed  his  unwearied  labours  of  twelve  years  in  the 
£aft.  To  reftrain  the  Portuguefe  injuftice  and  tyranny,  and 
to  win  tlie  afi^edion  of  the  natives,  were  the  means  by 
whicb  ^aviei:  epd^avoured  to  ellabliih  bi$  ftupendous  plan 

of 
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of  the  vaflalage  of  the  eaftem  world.  And,  had  be  Iin4 
in  the  more  Tirtuous  days  of  Albuquerque,  his  riews 
would  probably  have  been  crowned  with  fuccefs.  By  the 
me^  artifices  and  frauds  of  the  Jefuits  who  fuccepded  in 
his  miffion,  whofe  narrow  minds  were  earned  for  prefeot 
emolument,  what  good  e£fe<2s  the  fuperior  mind  of  Se- 
vier had  produced^  were  foon  counteracted,  and  totallf 
loft." 

After  a  regency  of  three  years,  Don  Alphonfo  de  No^ 
ronha  was  fucceeded  by  Don  Pedro  de  Mafcarenhas,  a 
gentleman  in  his  feventieth  year.  Meale  Can  was  now  at 
Goa.  Mafcarene  adopted  the  former  policy  of  fupport* 
ing  Meale's  title  to  the  throne  of  Hydal  Can,  and  pvo- 
claimed  him  king  of  Vifapor.  But  Mafcarene's  deatfaj^ 
ere  he  had  governed  thirteen  months,  clofed  his  regency, 
and  Francifco  Barreto,  his  fucceflbr,  entering-  into  his 
views,  and  defirous  of  the  immenfe  emoluments  of  an 
Indian  war,  profecuted  his  defigns.  The  great  Caftro,  by 
his  patronage  of  Meale,  had  kept  the  Hydal  Can  in  awe  ; 
but  Caftro's  faith  and  abilities  were  now  wanting.  In 
breach  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Hydal  Can,  and  on 
pretence  of  doing  juAice  to  an  exiled  prince,  Barreto 
kindled  a  war,  which  proved  highly  injurious  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe.  Meale  was  defeated  and  taken  prifoner  in  his 
kingdom  of  Vifapor ;  and  feveral  bloody  undecifive  cam- 
paigns difplayed  the  refentment  of  the  Hydal  Can*. 
Nor  were  the  affairs  of  the  Malucos  lefs  unhappy.  Deza, 
the  Portuguefe   governor,   treacheroufly  imprifoned  the 

king 

•  See  the  note  on  Barreto,  in  the  Life  of  Camoens. 
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king  6(  Ternate  and  his  whole  family,  and  ordered  diem 
to  he  ftarved  to  death.  He  was  relieved,  however,  by  the 
neighbouring  princes,  who  took  arms  in  his  defence ; 
and  the  fubmiffidn  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  deprived  Deza 
of  his  command,  eiided  the  war. 

While  the  military  reputation  of  the  Portuguefc  had 
almoft  loft  its  terrors,  wliile  their  empire  in  the  £aft  was 
thus  battening  to  its  fall,  John  III.  was  fucceeded  by  Sc- 
baftian,  an  infant  g  and  Don  Conftantine  de  Braganza,  of 
the  blood-royal,   was  appointed   deputy-king  of    India. 
He  governed  three  years,  and  never  performed  one  a£lioxi 
which  did  honour  to  his  abilities.     The  officers  he  fent 
out  on  various  expeditions  were  generally  defeated,  parti- 
cularly in  a  war  with  the  Turks  on  the  coafts  o(  Arabia. 
He  himfelf  (bared  the  fame  fate,  and  once  faved  his  life^ 
at  the  city  of  Jfafanapatan,  by  inglorious   flight.      His 
views  were  of  no  importance.  He  imprifoned  Luis  de  Melo 
for  lofing  too  much  time  in  a  vi&orious  expedition  on  the 
coaft  of  Malabar.     In  a  defcent  on  Ceylon,  the  Portu- 
guefc feized  the  tooth  of  a  monkey,  a  relick  held  facred 
by   the   pagans,    for    which,   according   to   Linfchoten^ 
700,000  ducats  were  offered  in  ranfom ;    but  Conftantin€ 
ordered  it  to  be  burned.     The  kings  of  Siam  and  Pegtt 
pretended  the  real  tooth  was  faved  by  a  Banian,  and  each 
afferting  that  he  was  in  pofleffion  of  the  genuine  one, 
bloody  wars,  which  much   endangered  the   Portugueft 
eaftsrn  fettlcments,  were  kindled ;  and  Conftantine,  find- 
ing himfelf  embarrafled,  refigned,  contrary  to  the  defirc 
pf  the  council  of  Lifbon.     He  is  celebrated  for  his  great 
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politenefii  and  affability ;    and  his  gOTernment  is  diftiu^' 
guifhed  by  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Inquifition  at  Goa« 

Don  Conftantine  was  fucceeded  by  the  Count  de  Re* 
dondo.      Petty  wars  continued  as  ufual  on  erery  €oaft# 
In  1564,  a  Portuguefe  (hip,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of 
peace,  was  attacked  by  three  velTels  of  Malabar ;  Re* 
dondo  complained,  and  was  anfwered  by  the  Zamoriniy 
ihztfoim  rebels  had  done  it,  whom  he  nvas  ivelcome  tofeizi  and 
ehajlife.     Irritated  by  this  reply,  and  on  purpofe  to  retort 
it,  he  fent  Dominic  de  Mefquita  with  three  (hips  to  fcour 
the  coaft  of  Malabar.      And  Mefquita  foon  murdered 
above  2000  Malabrians,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  he 
fewed  up  in  their  own  (ail  cloths  and  wantonly  drowned. 
Redondo,  however,  died  fuddenly,  ere  the  Zamorim  com*^ 
plained ;  but  fuch  was  the  famenefs  of  idea  among  the 
Portuguefe,  that  Juan  de  Mendoza^  his  fucceflbr,  in  an* 
fwer  to  the  Zamorim's  complaint,  adopted  the  intended 
wittieifm  of  Redondo,  and  retorted  the  Zamoiim'sreply; 
it  was  done  by  rebels^   whom  he  was  welcome  to  feize  and 
chajlife*      A  fpiriteJ  reprifal  is  often  the   mod  deciiire 
meafure ;  but  this  inhuman  one,  furely,  was  not  didiated 
T>y  wifdom,      A  bold  woman  of  quality,  whofe  hufband 
had  been  murdered  by  Mefquita,  with  all  the  fury  at 
cribed  to  an  ancient  Druidefs,  ran  from  place  to  place, 
execrating    the    Portuguefe,    and   exciting   to    revenge. 
Many  of  the  Moors  entered  into  an  oath,  never  to  lay 
down  their  arms  till  they  had  rooted  the  Portuguefe  out 
of  India.    They  fuddenly  befet  the  fort  of  Cananor,  and 
burned  above  thirty  Portuguefe  fhips  that  rode  under  its 
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CMinon;  and  a  tedious  war  enfuedw      Mendoza,  after' fix 
mouths,  was  fuperfeded  Jby  Don' Antonio  de  Noronha, 
who  ended  the  war  of  Candor  with  t^e  defolatipn  of 
the  adjacent  country.     Confufion  and  bloodfted  covered 
the  rich  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  the  new  converts,  the  allies 
of  Portugal,  were  hunted  down  by  the  other  natives* 
The  king  of  Achem  and  other  princes  began  now  to  me- 
ditate a  general  league. for  the  extirpation  of  the  Portu- 
gucfe.     And  the  Grand  Turk,  defirous  of  acquifition  in 
India,  became  a  zealous  auxiliary.     But  though  the  firft 
attempt  upon  Malaca  was  defeated  by  the  valour  of  Don 
Leonis,  the  commander,  the  league  continued  in  agiu** 
tion,  while  the  Portuguefe  feemed  to  invite  and  to  folicLt 
their  own  de(lru£tion«    The  rapine  of  individuals  became 
every  year  more  (hamelefs  and  general.     While  an  idola* 
trous  devotion  to  faints  and  imagesT^idered  them  inexor* 
able  in  their  cruelty  to  thofe  of  a  different  worfhip,  they 
abandoned  themfelves  without  reftraint  to  the  mod  lafci- 
vious  luxury,  and  every  officer  had  his  feraglio  of  five^ 
fixy  or  eight  of  the  fined  women.    Indian  women  of  qua- 
lity were  publickly  dragged  from  their  kindred  by  Portu- 
guefe ravifhers.      The  inhabitants  of  Amboyna  had  re- 
ceived the  Portuguefe  with  the  greatefl  friendfhip.     At  a 
banquet  given  by  the  natives,  a  young  officer,  in  the  face 
of  all  the  company,  and  in  prefence  of  her  hufband,  at- 
tempted to  ravifh  one  of  the  principal  ladies,  and  was 
unreproved  by  his  countrymen.     The  tables  were  inftant- 
Jy  overturned,  and  the  Portuguefe  expelled  the  ifland. 
And  here,  as  at  Ceylon  and  other  parts  of  India,  the  po*^ 
pular  fury  was  firll  glutted  with  the  blood  of  thofe  natives, 

now 
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fiow  efteemed  as  traitors,  who  had  embraced  the  religion 
of  the  Portuguefe.  Immediately  another  moft  daring 
breach  of  humanitj  called  aloud  upon  the  princes  of  the 
Eaft  to  unite  in  the  defence  of  each  other.  Ayero% 
king  of  Tematc,  had  always  been  friendly  alid  tributary 
to  the  Portuguefe,  yet  on  renewing  a  treaty  of  alliancef 
after  having  mutually  fworn  on  the  arms  of  Portugal,  he 
was  ftabbcd  by  order  of  the  Portuguefe  commandant. 
Nor  did  this  treachery  appeafe  the  murderer.  In  prefence 
of  his  queen  and  daughters,  who  in  vain  implored  per- 
tniflion  to  bury  him,  his  body  was  cut  into  pieces  and 
falted,  piit  into  a  cheft,  and  thrown  into  the  fea.  He  had 
a  fon,  however,  Chil  Babu,  who,  in  revenge  of  tMs, 
proved  the  moft  formidable  enemy  the  Portuguefe  had 
ever  known  in  the  Eaft.  His  ambafladors  hafted  from 
court  to  court,  and  the  princes  of  India,  harafled  by 
their  cruel  awful  tyrants,  who  trampled  on  every  law  of 
humanity  and  good  policy,  combined  with  him  in  a  gene- 
ral league  for  the  utter  expulfion  of  the  Portuguefe ;  and 
fo  confident  were  the  natives  of  fuccefs,  that  not  only  the 
divifion  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements,  but  the  poflefBon 
of  the  moft  beautiful  of  their  wives  and  daughters,  was 
alfo  fettled  among  them.  Five  years  was  this  league  in 
forming,  and  eaftern  politics  never  produced  a  better  con- 
certed 

*  This  is  the  fame  prince  whom  Deza  treacheroufly  imprifonecl,  and 
attempted  to  ftarve.  He  continued,  however,  faithful  to  the  Portuguefe, 
till  his  nephew  was  murdered  by  fome  of  their  of&cers.  Tliree  of  the  ag" 
greiTors  were  fcized  by  tlie  king's  order,  and  put  to  death.  On  renewing 
the  alliance  with  tlw  Portuguefe,  he  was  trcachcroufly  murdered  by  the 
commandant's  nephew.  As  he  was  /tabbed,  he  laid  hoid  of  a  cannoQ 
which  bore  the  arips  of  Portugal,  and  exclaimed,  ^  /  Cavalhrs,  it  it  tbui 
WW  rtward  the  mofi  fait hfulJubjcSi  of  your  ling  mj  Jcvcrclgn  t 
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xeited  plan  of  operation.    The  various  foits  and  territories 
of  the  Portuguefe  were  dlotted  to  the  neighbouringprinces. 
Goa,  Onor,  and  Bra9alor  were  to  reward  the  victories  of 
:^.Hydal  Can;  Chaul,  Damam,  and  Ba^aim  were  to  be 
taken  by  Nizamalaco,  a  ling  of  the  Decan;   the  Zamo- 
ritnwas  to  poiTefs  himfelf  of  Cananor,  Mangalor,  Cochin, 
-and  Chale;    the  king  of  Achem  was  td  reduce  Malaca; 
and  the  king  of  Ternate  was>to  attack  the  Malucos.    Be- 
£de8  thefe^  many  other  princes  had  their  appointed  iines 
of  a£iion;.  and  this  tremendous  ftorm  was  to  burft,  in 
every  quarter j;  at  the  fame  inftant*      Don  Luis  de  Atude 
W31S  governor  of  India  when  this  war  began.     The  Hydal 
Can,  with  an  army  which  confided  of  1 00,00©  in^ntry, 
55,000  horfej  2140  elephants,  and  350  pieces  of  cannoi^ 
covered  the  continent  oppofite  to  Goa  for  feveral  leagues^ 
and  the  difptofition  of  his  ektenfive  pods  difplayed  great 
generaUhip.    Every  eminence  was  fortified,  and  his  bat- 
teries, of  two  leagues  in  extent,  thundered  upon  Goa. 
The  difpofitions  of  Ataide,  however,  not  only  protefted 
ihat  iiland,  but  liis  unexpe£ted  inroads  often  carried  terror 
and  flaughter  through  this  immenfe  encampment.     The 
Hydal  Can,  though  greiatly  difpirited,  began  to  plant  gar- 
dens and  orchards,  and  build  banqueting  houfes,  as  if  re* 
folved  to  conquer,  at  whatever  diftance  of  time.     While 
Goa  was  thus  befieged,  Chaul,  a  place  of  lefs  defence, 
was  infefted  by  Nizamaluco,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
150,000  men,  Turks,  Moors,  Ethiopians,  Perfians,  and 
Indians.    The   king  of  Ternate  attacked  the  Malucos; 
the  queen  of  Garzopa  carried  her  arms  againft  Onorj  and 
Surat  was  feized  by  Agalachem,  a  prince  tributary  to  the 
Vol.  I.  m  Mogul. 
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Mogul.  And  even  the  ancient  Chrillians  of  St.  ThomaSf 
perfecuted  by  the  inquifition  of  Goa,  for  non-fubmiffioa 
to  the  fee  of  Rome*,  joined  the  Pagans  and  Mohammed* 
ans  againd  the  natives  of  Portugal.  But  where  even  the 
embers  of  haughty  valour  remain,  danger  and  an  able  ge- 
neral will  awake  them  into  a  flame.  Don  Luis,  the  vicey 
roy,  was  advifed  to  withdraw  the  Portiiguefe  from  the  ex* 
tenor  parts  for  the  fupport  of  Goa,  the  feat  of  their  em^ 
pire.  But  this  he  gallantry^  refufed,  and  even  permitted  a 
fleet  with  400  men  to  fail  for  Portugal  f.  The  Zamorim 
and  the  king  of  Achem,  having  met  fome  repulfes  at  fea, 

wcfe 


*  See  Geddes*s  Hiftory  of  the  Malabrian  Church.  The  Chriftians  of  SL 
Thomasy  according  to  the  Portuguefe  hiftorians,  diilurfoed  the  new  converts, 
by  telling  them  that  the  religion  the  Portuguefe  taught  them  was  not  Ghitf. 
tlanity.  This  gave  great  offence  to  the  Jefuits^  who  in  revenge  perfecuted 
the  Thomiils  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  newly  eftabliflied  inquifltiOD. 
The  following  fliort  account  of  the  Chriftians  of  the  Bad  may  periu^  be 
acceptable.  In  the  fouth  parts  of  Malabar,  about  200,000  of  the  inhabit- 
ants profefled  Chriftianity  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe^  Thtf 
called  themfelves  the  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas,  by  which  apoftle  theirjm- 
ceftors  had  been  converted.  For  1300  years  they  had  been  under  the  Pa- 
triarch of  Babylon,  who  appointed  their  Meterane  or  archbiihop.  Dr* 
Ceddes,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Malabar,  relates,  that  FrMci/co  Jim, 
a  Jefuit  miflionary,  compLiined  to  Menezes,  the  Portuguefe  archbiihop  of 
Goa,  that  when  he  flicwed  thefe  people  an  image  of  our  Lady,  they  cried 
out,  "  Away  with  that  filthinefs,  we  are  Chriftians,  and  do  not  adore  idok 
orpagods.*' 

Dom  Frty  Aleixo  de  Mcne%ei,  archbifliop  of  Goa,  did  **  endeavour  to 
**  thruft  upon  the  church  of  Malabar  the  whole  mafs  of  popery,  which  they 
"  were  before  unacquainted  with."  To  this  purpofe  he  had  engaged  all  the 
neighbouring  princes  to  aHift  him  ;  <<  and  had  fecured  the  major  part  of  the 
"  priefts  prefent,  in  all  one  hundred  and  fifty- three,  whereof  two -thirds 
<*  were  ordained  by  himfelf,  and  made  them  abjure  their  old  religion,  and 
*<  fubfcribe  the  creed  of  pope  Pius  IV."— Millar's  Hiftory  of  the  Propa^. 
of  Chriftianity. 

t  This  was  the  trading  fleet,  or  regal  monopoly,  the  delay  of  which 
might  have  produced  his  recall. 
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were  not  pundnal  in  the  agreed  commencement  of  hofti- 
lity.  This  favoured  Ataide ;  and  no  fooner  did  he  gain 
an  advantage  in  one  place,  than  he  fent  relief  to  another. 
He  and  the  heft  troops  haftened  from  fort  to  fort,  and 
viftory  followed  viftory,  till  the  leaders  of  this  moft  for- 
midable combination  fued  for  peace.  A  fignal  proof  of 
what  valour  and  military  art  may  do  againft  the  greateft 
multitudes  of  undifciplined  militia. 

An  highly:  honourable  peace  was  concluded  withlfiza* 
maluco;  but  while  the  Hydal  Can  was  in  treaty,  and 
while  the  Zamorim,  who  was  now  in  arms  both  by  fea 
and  land,  propofed  conditions  to  which  Ataide  would 
notiiften  *,  that  brave  commander  was  fuperfeded  by  the 
arrival  of  his  fuccefibr, .  Antonio  de'Noronha.  When 
Atsude  left  India,  the  Hydal  Can  was  ftill  before  Goa, 
and.  the  new  viceroy  had  the  honour  to  conclude  the  treaty 
of  peace.  But  the  important  fortrefs  of  Chale,  near 
Calicut,  furrendered  to  the  Zamorim,  who  was  ftill  in 
arms.  And  the  new  commiffion  of  Noronha  involved 
die  Eaft  in  perplexities  unknown  before.  At  the  very 
time  when  the  league  began  to  exert  its  apparently  in- 
vincible force,  at  that  very  time  king  Sebaftian,  now 
about  his  fixteenth  year,  divided  his  eaftem  empire,  as  if 
it  had  been  in  the  moft  flouriihing  condition,  into  three 
governments,  independent  of  each  other.  Noronha  was 
to  command  from  Cape  Gardafu,  on  the  mouth  of  the 
Red  Sea,  to  the  coaft  of  Pegu,  with  the  title  of  Viceroy 

of 

.    •  He  would  make  nofeace,  he  faid,  but  uponfucb  term  as  the  Zamorim  mgbi 
txptSi^  were  the  Portuguefe  in  tbe  mofi  fiourifinng  conditieti* 
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of  India.  From  Gardafu  to  Cape  Corrkntes^  beknr  Ma^ 
dagafcar,  was  giren  to  Francifco  Barreto,  late  goveraor 
of  Portugnefe  Afia^  now  intitled  Goirernor  of  Moncmio** 
tapa ;  and  'from  PegH  to  China,  with  the  title  of  Gro« 
▼emoT  of  Malaca^  was  appointed  to  Antonio  Moniz  Bar* 
reto.  In  this  pompous  divifion  of  empire^  Moniz  Barreto 
was  to  be  equipped  from  India;  but  Portuguefe  India 
could  not  afford  the  force  which  his  patent  appcunted^ 
and  Moniz  refufed  to  fail  to  Malaca  with  an  infe- 
rior '  equipments  The  celebrated  Echebar,  the  Great 
Mogul,  or  emperor  of  Hindoftan,  had  now  pofiefled  hiitti 
{el£  of  the  throne  of  Cambaya*,  and  as  Ba9aim  and 
Damam  hiad  formerly  belonged  to  that  kingdom,  he  me- 
ditated the  recovery  of -thefe  territories  firom  therPdr* 
ftuguefe:  but.  w&ile  he  was  ready  to  inveft  .Damam^ 
Notonha  entered  the  river  witli  fo  formidable  a  fleets 
that  Echebiir  confented  to  a  peace  wluch  confirihed 
the  Portuguefe  right  of  poffeflion,  on  condition  of  their 
alliance.  The  king  of .  Achem,  who  according  to  the 
league  wjjs  to  have  invaded  Malaca,  now  performed  his 
part,  and  reduced  that  fettlement,  which  had  nogovet- 
jior,  to  the  deepeft  diftrefs.  The  arms  of  Ternate  were 
alfo  profpcrous  in  the  Malucos.  To  the  relief  of  thefe 
Noronha  fent  fome  fupplies,  but  while  he  was  preparing 
to  fend  more,  an  order  from  Portugal  arrived,  which  em- 
powered Don  Gafper  archbifhop  of  Goa  to  depofe  No- 
ronha,.and  inveft  Moniz  with  the  government  of  India. 
Don  Leonis  de  Pereyra  was  at  the  fame  time  appointed  go- 
vernor 

♦  Mahumud,  nephew  of  king  Badur,  was  betrayed  into  Echehar*s  hands  by 
©ne  of  bis  officers.    The  traitor  was  beheaded  by  order  of  Echebar. 
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vernorof  Malaca.  Moniz  urged  him  to  fail  to  the  relief 
of  his  fettlement,  but  Leonis  refufed  to  go  thither  with 
lefe  than  the  appointed  equipment.  Though  on  the  private 
accuf^tious  of  Moniz,  Noronha  was  degraded  for  a  like 
refufal ;  though  Noronha  was  then  at  war,  and  Moniz 
now  at  peace  ;  and  though  Leonis  abated  in  his  demand, 
Moniz  was  immoveable.  Leonis  therefore  failed  for  Por- 
tugal, where  his  condudl  was  juftified,  yet  no  puniQiment 
allotted  to  Moniz;  fuch  was  the  unblulhing  partiality 
l»ith  which  the  minifters  of  Sebaftian  governed  the  falling 
empire  of  Portuguefe  Afia. 

While  Malaca  was  thus  deferted  by  its  governor,  the 
king  of  Achem  and  the  queen  of  Japara,  with  numerous 
fleets  and  armies,  poured  all  the  horrors  of  war  upon  that 
valuable  territory.  Time  after  time,  as  the  (battered 
fleets  of  the  one  retired  to  repair,  the  new  armaments  of 
the  other  immediately  filled  their  ftations.  And  the  king 
of  Temate,  the  author  of  the  league,  was  viftorious  in 
the  ifles  of  Maluco.  The  feveral  fupplies  of  relief,  fcnt 
by  Moniz,  one  of  which  confided  of  2000  troops,  all 
perifiied  by  fhipwreck  ere  they  reached  their  deftined  ports. 
The  murderer  of  king  Ayero  was  ftabbed  by  the  populace, 
and  the  Portuguefe  were  totally  expelled  from  this  fettle- 
ment,  which  commanded  the  fpice  iflands.  Nor  was  the 
government  of  Francis  Barreto,  in  Monomotapa,  lefs  un- 
happy. He,  who  had  been  governor  of  India,  fays 
Faria,  accepted  of  this  diminifhed  command  for  three  rea- 
fons ;  becauCs  he  was  poor,  becaufe  it  was  the  king's  will, 
and  becaufe  it  was  a  poft  of  great  danger,    His  commif- 

na  3  fioij 
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fion  was  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  mines  which  fup- 
ply  Sofala  and  the  neighbouring  ports  with  gold  and  filvcr ; 
and  one  Monclaros^  a  jefuit,  accompanied  him,  without 
whofe  concurrence  he  was  prohibited  to  ad.  He  failed 
from  Lifbon,  witli  only  three  (hips  and  a  thoufand  men^ 
in  1569,  and  having  received  fome  fupplies  at  Mozam- 
bique,  together  with  tools  for  miners,  camels  *  and  other 
beafts  of  burden,  he  proceeded  to  his  vifionary  govern* 
ment.  He  landed  in  the  river  of  Good  Signs,  and  pro^ 
pofed  to  march  to  the  mines  by  the  route  of  Sofala.  But " 
to  this  Monclaros  would  not  confent,  and  by  his  diredion 
he  took  a  more  diftant  courfe.  After  a  march  of  ten 
days  along  the  river  Zambeze,  during  which  his  fixiali 
aripy  fuffered  greatly  by  extreme  heat  and  thirft,  he  faw 
the  mountains  and  vallies  covered  >yith  innumerable  mul- 
titudes of  armed  men.  Thefe,  however,  were  difperfcd 
by  his  fire-arms ;  and  foon  after  another  army,  as  nu- 
merous as;  the  former,  (hared  the  fame  fate.  The  Cafres 
now  fued  for  peace,  and  offered  to  difcover  the  mines. 
But  when  now  on  the  eve  of  fuccefs^^  Monclaros  com- 

^landed 

•  Cortez  is  juftly  admired  for  the  ready  dexterity  with  which  he  im- 
proved e\ery  opinioi)  of  tlie  Mexicans  to  his  own  advantage.  Barreto  gave 
an  inftance  of  this  art  upon  this  expedition.  When  the  Cafres  were  fuing  for 
peace^  and  Barreto  in  great  want  of  proYifions,  one  of  the  camels  having  broke 
loofe  froHi  its  keepers^  and  after  running  till  tired,  happened  to  be  met  by 
Barreto,  to  wliom  it  inftantly  kneeled,  as  is  ufual  for  that  creature  when  it 
receives  its  burden.  The  Cafres,  who  had  never  before  feen  fuch  an  animi^, 
thought  it  fpoke  to  the  governor,  and  eamtftly  aflced  what  it  feid.  Thefe 
creatures,  replied  Barreto,  live  upon  human  flefti ;  and  this  one  has  been  fcnt 
from  its  brethren  to  beg  1  would  not  make  peace  with  you,  otherwife  th^y 
muft  be  ftarved.  After  much  entreaty,  Barreto  promifed  to  perfuade  the 
camels  to  be  contented  with  the  flefh  of  beeves;  upon  which  the  Cafres 
gladly  fuppUed  tliem  with  as  many  herUs  as  he  defired. 
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manded  him  to  defifl:  from  his  ruinous  expedition,  and 
immediately  to  return  to  Mozambique.  And  fo  deeply 
was  Barreto  affe£);ed  with  this  difappointment  and  di{ho« 
aour,  that  overwhelmed  with  the  fever  of  indignation, 
without  any  ether  fymptom  of  ail,  he  breathed  out  his  life 
in  fighs,  after  the  violent  mental  agitation  of  two  days. 
Among  his  papers  was  found  a  commiflion  for  Vafco 
Homem,  his  major,  to  fucceed  him  ;  who,  perfuaded  by 
the  jefuit,  immediately  returned  to  Mozambique^  But 
Monclaros  having  failed  for  Portugal,  Homem,  upbraided 
by  the  ofEcers  of  that  flation,  returned  to  Monomotapa. 
He  landed  at  Sofala,  and  from  thence,  by  a  fhort  and 
eafy  march,  arrived  at  the  place  where  the  mines  were 
expeded.  After  fome  ikirmifhes  with  the  Cafres,  the 
king  of  Chicanga  pretended  to  be  friendly,  and  offered  to 
fliew  the  mines.  Having  led  the  Portuguefe  from  pro^ 
vince  to  province,  he  at  lad  brought  them  to  a  place 
where  be  had  ordered  fome  ore  to  be  buried  and  fcatterr 
ed,  and  here  he  told  them  was  a  rich  filver  mine.  While 
the  Portuguefe  were  fcveral  days  buCed  in  digging  around, 
the  Cafres  efcaped ;  and  Hpmem,  his  provifions  beginning 
to  fail,  retired  to  Sofala*  leaving  a  captain  named  Car- 
dofo,  with  200  men,  to  m^ke  farther  trial.  Fearlefs  of 
this  fmall  party,  the  Cafres  returned,  and  with  confident 
promifes  offered  to  difcover  the  riched  and  eafieft  worked 
mines  in  their  country.  Cardofo  believed  them,  and  was 
kd  into  defiles,  where  be  and  all  his  men  periflied  by  the 
weapons  of  the  artfpl  barl^arians.  Such  was  the  end  of 
th,e  jgovernment  of  Monomotapa,  the  golden  dream,  the 

m  4  ill-con«- 
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ill-coocerted  and  ill-ccnduded  plan  of  the  weak  minUters 
of  a  giddy  empire  haftening  to  its  fall. 

Moniz,  after  he  had  governed  three  years,  the  term  now 
ufually  named  in  the  writs  of  fucceffion,  was  fucceeded 
by  Don  lago  de  Menezes,  under  whom  the  bloodflied  of 
the  ufual  petty  wars  with  the  Moors  and  Malabrians  con- 
tinued. His  regency  is  diftinguifhed  by  no  warlike  event 
of  note :  and  after  he  had  held  the  fword  of  command 
about  two  years,  he  was  fuperfeded  by  the  brave  AUiide 
Count  de  Autouguiay  whofe  art  and  valour  had  lately  tri- 
umphed over  the  mod  formidable  eflForts  of  the  general 
league. 

To  fuppofe  that  Sebaftian  or  his  minifters  perceived  the 
precarious  and  ruinous  (late  of  their  Eaftern  empire,  when 
they  appointed  this  able  officer  to  that  very  critical  com- 
mand, were  to  allow  them  a  merit,  which  every  other 
part  of  their  conduft  relative  to  India  difclaims.  Don 
Sebaftian's  ideas  were  totally  debauched  by  the  mod:  ro- 
mantic third  of  military  glory,  and  it  was  his  ambition 
from  his  childhood  to  diftinguifti  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
an  army  in  Africa.  Ataide  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  this  wild 
expedition,  which,  he  was  juftly  convinced,  was  ill- adapt- 
ed to  the  ftate  of  his  country.  But  Sebaftian,  now  in  his 
twenty-fourth  year,  to  be  relieved  of  his  difagreeable 
counfel,  ordered  him  to  refume  the  vicercyfliip  of  India. 
The  fpeech  which  Sebaftian  made  to  Ataide,  upon  this 
his  fecond  appointment,  ftrongly  charadlerifes  the  frivo- 

7  loufnefs 
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loufnefs  which  now  prevailed  at  the  court  of  Lifbod* 
Don  Conftan,tinc  de  Braganssa,  of  the  blood  royal,  was  one 
of  the  weakeft  governors  that  ever  ruled  India.  Ataid^j^ 
on  the  contrary,  had  performed  moft  incredible  a£lions  j 
had  faved  the  Portuguefe  from  the  greateft  dangers  they 
ever  furmounted  in  Afia,  Yet  Sebaftian  did  not  bid  him 
reign  as  he  had  formerly  done.  No,  he  bid  him  reign 
like  Don  Conftantine— a  man,  whofe  abilities  reached  no 
farther  than  perhaps  to  open  a  ball  gracefully,  for  his 
politcnefa  was  his  only  commendation.  When  errors  in 
government  begin,  the  wife  fee  the  fecret  difeafe,  but  It 
as  the  next  generation  which  feels  the  worft  of  its  eflFeds, 
Camoens,  whofe  political  penetration  was  perhaps  un- 
equalled in  his  age  and  country,  faw  the  declenfion  of 
manners,  and  foretold  in  vain  the  fall  of  empire.  Porr 
tugal  owed  its  exiftence  to  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  and  the 
ideas  of  liberty,  which  were  confirmed  by  the  ftatutes  of 
Lamego.  Camoens,  in  a  fine  allegory,  laments  the  decay 
of  the  ancient  virtues.  Under  the  charafter  of  a  huntf- 
man  he  paints  the  wild  romantic  purfuits  of  king  Sebaf- 
tian, and  wifhes  that  he  may  not  fall  the  viftim  of  his  blind 
paflion.  The  courtiers  he  charaflerifes,  as  the  moft  venal 
jof  felf-interefted  flatterers :  and  the  clergy,  the  men  of 
letters,  he  fays, 

—  trim'd  the  lamp  at  night's  mid  hour. 
To  plan  new  laws  to  arm  the  regal  power, 
Sleeplefs  at  night's  mid  hour  to  raze  the  laws, 
The  facrcd  bulwarks  of  the  people's  caufe. 
Framed  ere  the  blood  of  hard-earn'd  vi£lory 
On  their  brave  fathers'  helm-hackt  fwords  was  dry. 

Unperceived 
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Unpcrccivcd  by  the  unlettered  nobility,  the  principles  of 
the  conftitution  gradually  expired  under  the  artful  in- 
creafe  of  the  royal  prerogative.    If  Sebaftian  was  more 
abfolute  than  John  I.  his  power  was  bought  by  the  de- 
generacy of  his  fubjecls,  and  weakncfs  of  the  ttate,  the 
certain  price  with  which  monarchs  purchafe  tlieir  beloved 
defpotifnu    The  neglcci  of  one  man  of  merit  is  the  fignal 
for  the  worthlefs,  if  rich,  to  croud  to  court.     Many  of 
thefe  fignals  were  given  in  the  reigns  of  Emmanuel^ 
John  IIL  and  Sebaftian,  and  thus  the  labours  of  an  Al- 
buquerque, a  Nunio,  a  Caftro,  and  an  Ataide,  were  fruf- 
trated  and  reverfcd.     Thefe  governors,  bred  in  war,  en- 
thufiafts  in  honour,  all  died  poor.     Xarafo,  the  creature 
of  Sampayo,  the  tyrant  of  his  mafter  the  king  of  Ormuz» 
juftly  accufed  of  murders  and  the  moft  unbounded  extor- 
tion, was  fent  in  irons  to  Lifbon.     But  he  carried  his 
treafures  with  him,  and  was  reftored  to  his  employments. 
Anthony  Galvam,  the  moft   honeft  of  men,   faved  the. 
Malucos,  returned  poor  to  Portugal,  and,  like  Pacheco, 
died  in  an  alms-houfe.     But  thefe,  the  errors  and  crimes 
of  former  reigns,  were  of  little  effect  compared  to  the 
evil  confequences  of  the  inattention  to^  and  ignorance  of 
Indian  affairs,  difcovered  by  the  minifcers  of  Sebaftian, 
They  ordered  Don  George  De  Caftro,  who  furrendered 
the  fort  of  Chale  to  the  Zamorim,  to  be  tried  and  be- 
headed ',  and  he  died  on  the  fcaffold  at  Goa.     Yet  a  year 
after  this,  the  court  of  Lifbon  iffued  a  commiffion  ap- 
pointing him  to  command  on  another  ftation.     The  po- 
verty of  an  Albuquerque,  a  Nunio,  and  a  Caftro,  was 

now 
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now  the  public  jeft  of  the  Portugucfe  ♦  commandants. 
Under  the  fliade  of  filken  umbrellas,  fome  of  the  late 
viceroys  rode  to  battle,  in  chairs  carried  on  men's  (boulders. 
All  was  difunion,  grofs  luxury,  and  audacious  weaknefs 
in  Portuguefe  Afia,  when  Sebaftian  loft  his  crown  in  his 
African  expedition.  And  what  greatly  haftened  their 
ruin,  the  natives  now  perceived  their  weaknefs,  and  fore* 
told  their  approaching  fall.  About  fifty  years  before 
this  period,  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  India,  that  the 
Portuguefe  were  among  men  what  lions  are  among  beafts  : 
and  for  the  fame  reafon^  faid  an  Indian  captive  to  a  Portu- 
guefe officer,  nature  has  appointed  that  your  fpecies  fhould  be 
equally  few.  But  as  foon  as  their  luxury  began  to  appear^ 
thefe  fentiments  were  changed.  Let  them  alone,  faid  one 
Indian  prince  to  another,  the  frauds  of  their  revenue,  and 
their  love  of  luxury  ivillfoon  ruin  them.  What  they  gain  as 
brave  foldiers  they  will  foon  lofe  as  avaritious  merchants. 
They  now  conquer  Afia,  but  Afia  will  foon  conquer  them. 
And  a  king  of  Perfia  alked  a  Portuguefe  captain  how  manj 
of  the  Indian  viceroys  had  been  beheaded  by  the  kings  of 
Portugal.  None,  replied  the  officer.  Then  you  will  not 
long,  returned  the  Perfian,  be  the  mqfters  of  India^ 

When  Ataide  failed  for  India  on  his  fecond  viceroyfliip, 
)ie  dreaded  the  difafters  which  would  follow  the  precipi- 
tate,  ill-concerted  expedition  of  Sebaftian.     And  it  was 

his 


•  In  particular,  Don  A.  de  Norenha,  viceroy  in  1568,  is  recorded  for 
publickly  branding  fach  condud  as  madnefs.  But  the  motives  of  thefe  he- 
roes  perhaps  dlfpla^red  the  trued  policy  and  higheft  magnanimity.  Of  this 
liereafter. 
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his  firft  care,  after  his  arriTal  in  the  Eaft,  to  prevent  the 
evil  confequences  of  the  unhappy  event.  He  immediately 
fitted  out  a  fleet  which  ftruck  the  princes  of  India. with 
awe  and  terror.  Any  particular  dedication  of  this  ar- 
mament was  never  known ;  for  fo  formidable  did  Ataide 
appear,  that  the  tidings  of  the  death  and  total  defeat  of 
Sebaftian  in  Africa,  produced  no  war  in  India.  Sebaftian 
was  fucceeded  by  an  old  weak  man,  his  grand  uncle,  the 
cardinal  Henry.  Two  years  clofed  Henry's  pufillanimous 
fway.  And  Philip  II.  of  Spain  foon  after  made  himlelf 
mafter  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal.  The  brave  Ataide^ 
after  having  humbled  the  Hydal  Can  for  a  breach  pf 
treaty,  and  conclued  a  peace/  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy, 
of  which  he  died  in  the  third  year  of  his  regency ;  fo 
fincerely  was  he  aflFe£led  with  the  fall  of  his  country^ 
which  he  forefaw  and  foretold  ♦.  He  was  fucceeded  by 
Heman  Tellez  de  Menezes,  appointed  by  the  five  regents 
who  governed  Portugal  after  the  demife  of  Henry.  Un-» 
der  Menezes,  Mafcate  was  plundered  by  the  Turks.  A 
fquadron  was  fitted  out  to  its  relief;  but  this  the  com- 
mander never  attempted.  He  avoided  the  TurkiQi  gal- 
leys, but  plundered  and  laid  in  aihes  the  rich  cities  of 
Pefani,  Gaudel,  and  Teis,  on  the  coafl:  of  the  Naytaques,, 
near  Cambaya,  witli  whom  the  Portuguefe  were  not  at 
war.  After  a  government  of  fix  months,  Menezes  was 
fuperfeded  by   Don  Francifco  de  Mafcarenhas,  tlie  firft 

viceroy 

•  So  clear  was  his  heart  from  the  infcdion  of  avarice,  fays  Faria,  that 
while  otliers  carried  immenfc  treafures  from  Afia  to  Portugal,  he  only 
brought  four  jars  of  watei,  filled  fiom  the  four  great  rivers,  Tygris,  Eu- 
phrates, Indus,  and  Ganges,  which  were  many  years  preferved  as  his  trophy 
in  his  cafUe  of  Fenicbe, 
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viceroy  appointed  by  Philip. '  His  brave  defence  of  Chaul 
againft  Nixamaliico  entitled  him  to  this  diftinflionj  and 
Philip,   fot  obvious  reafons,  loaded  him  with  honours^, 
p6#fe4:3,  and  cmolUtiiehts,  fuperior  to  thofe  enjoyed  by 
any  fotmer  viceroy.'  Hfe  was  coihmiffioned  to  proclaim 
Philip  in  India;  but  Menezes,  though  he  loft  his  reward, 
b^d  already  performed   this  confirmation  of  the  ufurper's 
thle  *.     But  though  Mafcarene  found  Philip  ^peacefully 
acknowledged,  all  was  confufioh  s(nd  weaknefs  in  the 
Portuguefe  fettlemehts.   Turks  and  Moguls,  the  Zamorim, 
and  other  princes,  in  little  fquadrons,  unconneftcd  vifithl 
each  other,  fpread  all  the  horrors  of  piratical  war  from 
Melinda  to  Malaca.     The  Portuguefe  fquadrons  were  iFre- 
quently  defeated,  and  their  military  reputatfon  was  in 
deep  decline.     Cochin  had  long  been  the  faithful  and 
valuable  ally  of  Portugal ;  but  the  prefent  king,  unable  to 
pay  the  enormous,  ungenerous  taxes  demanded  by  jilaf^. 
carene,  reGgned  his  revenues  to  the  Portuguefe.     Twenty 
thoufand  Cochinians  bound  themfelves  in  an  oath  to  die 
in  defence  of  their  ancient  rights,  and  Mafcarene  was 
neceffitated  to  fufpend  his  acquirement,  an  acquirement 
which  was  relinquiihed  by  D.  Duarte  de  Menezes,   who, 
after  the  ufual.  regency  of  three  years,  fucceeded  him  in 
command.     Malaca^  invefted  by  the  king  ofUjantana, 
was  now  defolated  by  fahline.     About  an  hundred  people' 
died  every  day,  and  mothers  exchanged  their  children,^ 
that  they  might  not  eat  their  own  offspring.     The  ifland 
of  Ceylon  was  alfo  fteeped  in  blood,  and  the  Portuguefe 

there 

*  By  the  ftatutcs  of  Lamego,  the  magna  charta  of  Portugal,  a  foreigner 
cannot  hold  the  Portuguefe  fceptre. 
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there  reduced  to  the  deeped  diftrefs.-  But  though  Doa 
Paulo  de  Lima  difplayed  the  ancient  valour  of  his  country- 
men in  the  relief  of  Malaca  and  the  fort  of  Columbo  in 
Ceylon,  the  frequent  repulfes  of  the  Portuguefe  embolden- 
ed the  natives  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  hoftility. 

Under  the  government  of  Menezes,  a  court  of  chan- 
cery, in  1586,  was  erefted  at  Goa.  The  citizens,  long 
opprefled  by  military  tyrants,  had  requefted  Philip  for 
fuch  jurifdi£lion.  But  what  chiefly  diftinguilhes  this 
period,  is  the  alteration  of  the  royal  monopoly^  and  the  ella- 
bliihment  of  a  Portuguese  East  India  Company.  The 
revenues  of  India,  received  by  the  exchequer  of  Lifbon, 
amounted  to  little  more  than  a  million  of  crowns.  Thi^ 
yearly  fent  to  Portugal  in  Indian  goods  on  board  of  his 
majefty's  fliips,  had  long  been  inadequate  to  the  expence 
of  the  armaments  almoft  annually  equipped  in  Portugal 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Indian  dominion  ♦.  And  Philip, 
unwilling  to  continue  fuch  prepofterous  courfe,  farmed 
the  trade  of  India  to  a  company  of  merchants,  under  re- 
gulations of  the  fame  fpirit  by  which  the  SpaniQi  trade 
to  Mexico,  and  the  Portuguefe  commerce  with  f  Brazil, 

have 

*  According  to  Faria,  the  royal  revenues,  about  this  time,  ftood  thus : 
The  cuftoms  of  Dio,  above  100,000  crowns ;  thofe  of  Goa,  1 60,000  ;  tbofr 
of  Malaca,  70,000  j  the  tribute  of  princes  and  territories,  200,000  j  which, 
together  with  tlie  king's  /hare  of  the  prizes  taken  by  his  own  (hips,  amounted 
to  above  a  million  of  crowns  yearly.  It  ought  to  Iiave  been  two  millions^  fays 
our  liiftorian,  but  was  thus  reduced  by  the  frauds  of  office,  and  enormous 
falaries  of  the  commanders  of  the  various  forts,  which  article  alone  amount* 
cd  to  more  than  half  a  million  per  annum. 

•\  The  trade  to  thefe  places  is  confined  to  particular  ports,  annual  flotas 
and  regifter  (hips,  and  even  the  quantity  of  goods  limited.  See  Account 
pf  the  European  Settlements  in  America,  fifth  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  2341  &c.  and 
3»S- 
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have  ever  been  governed.  As  in  thefe  the  fovereign  k 
fole  mafter  of  the  garrifons  and  territory,  which  are  pro- 
tected by  his  fleets  and  armies,  fo  Philip  remained  fove- 
reign of  Portuguefe  India.  And  as  the  annual  flotas  which 
fail  to  Mexico  and  Brazil  are  under  fevere  reftridlions, 
but  have  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading  to  thofe  regions^ 
fo  the  merchants  who  undertook  the  annual  equipment  of 
the  Indian  fquadron,  in  reward  of  the  revenue  ftipulated 
to  be  paid,  received  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading  with 
India.  An  eftablifhment  upon  other  principles  would 
have  been  inconfiftent  with  every  idea  of  colonization 
underftood,  or  ever  praftifed,  by^  the  courts  of  Spain  and 
Portugal. 

When  this  new  commercial  regulation  was  known  in 
India,  it  excited  the  greateft  difcontent.  And  ail  the 
authority  of  the  viceroy  and  of  the  clergy  was  hardly  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupprefs  an  infurreftion  at  Goa.  By  its  due 
operation,  the  lucrative  licentioufnefs  of  the  private  traders 
would  have  received  fome  bounds;  and  a  check  upon 
their  immenfe  profits  gave  a  general  alarm.  There  were 
ftated  voyages  performed  under  the  diredlion  of  the  vice- 
roy to  colledi  the  king's  revenues  in  the  diflerent  fettlc- 
ments.  And  the  commanders  of  thefe  fquadrons,  a£bed 
now,  without  reftraint,  as  private  merchants,  and  their 
profits  were  almoft  incredible  *.    The  idea  of  preventing 

the 

•  According  to  Faria^s  eftimate,  the  voyage  from  Goa  to  China  and  Japan, 
brought  the  captain  ico,ooo  crowns>  for  only  the  freight  of  the  goods  of 
others  which  he  carried  ;  tliat  from  Coromandel  to  Malaca,  20,000 ;  from 
Goa  to  Mozambique,  24,000 ;  and  the  (hcrt  voyage  to  Ceylon,  4000.  And 
the  profits  of  their  own  trade  were  equally  great. 
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the  military  to  become  merchants  was  now  no  more. 
-And  eren  the  viceroySj  after  Caftro  and  Ataide,  became 
prirate  traders.  Bcfides  their  yearly  falaries,  now  raifed 
to  18,000  crownsj  feme  of  them  cleared  3,  fome  5,  and 
fome  800^000  ducats,  by  their  own  merchandife.  And  thofe 
-who  bore  the  title  of  Don  were  not  now  aQiamed  to  com^ 
inand  their  own  piratical  merchant  (hips.  After  Caftro, 
foihe  of  the  firft  nobility  of  Portugal  were  fcnt  to  goyem 
India:  and  their  hiftorians  bluntly  confefs,  that  they 
went  thither  to  repair  their  fortunes.  But  though  the 
new  regulations  were  in  the  fpirit  of  the  Spanifh  trade  to 
Mexico,  nothing  like  the  regularity  of  the  flotas  was  at- 
tained in  India.  The  viceroy  dill  retained  the  care  of 
fitting  out  the  homeward  fhips,  and  the  exigencies  of 
Ihdia  rendered  their  number  and  cargoes  ever  precarious. 

Dob  Duartc  de  Menezes  was  fucceeded,  in  1588,  by 
Emanuel  de  Souza  Coutinno,  who  in  1590  refigned  the 
IWord  to  Matthias  de  Albuquerque,  who  governed  about 
fcven  years.  In  1597,  Don  Francifco  de  Gama,  Count 
de  Vidigueyra,  and  grandfon  of  the  difcoverer  of  India, 
afcended  the  throne  of  Portuguefe  Afia.  But  not  more 
degenerated  were  the  times,  than  were  his  aflions  and 
manners  from  thofe  of  his  illuftrious  anceftor.  He  was 
the  moft  detefted  and  moft  infulted  ruler  *  that  ever  go- 
verned India ;  and  the  meannefs  of  his  abilities,  the  fero- 
cious ungrateful  haughtinefs  of  his  carriage,  and  his  grofs 
injuflice,  merited  the  fignal  contempt  with  which  he  was 

treated* 

*  For  inftances  of  thefe,  fee  the  notes  on  the  Life  of  Camocns. 
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treated.  The  pcninfula  of  Pudcpatam,  between  Goa  and 
Cochin,  was  at  this  time  ppfleffed  by  a  MooriQi  pirate 
named  Mahomet  Cunnale  Marca,  who  made  war  alike 
on  the  Portuguefe  and  the  fubjcfks  of  the  Zamorim.  The 
Zamorim  and  the  viceroy  entered  into  a  treaty  to  crufh 
this  pirate;  and  the  former,  with  an  army  of  20,000 
men,  and  Don  Luis  de  Gama,  brother  of  the  latter,  with 
a  fleet  of  above  fifty  veflels,  laid  fiege  to  Marca's  penin- 
fula ;  but  both  were  ignominioufly  repulfed ;  and  the  Por- 
tuguefe arms  under  Don  Luis  received  the  greateft  dif- 
grace,  fays  Faria,  they  had  ever,  except  at  Ormuz,  ex- 
perienced in  the  Eaft.  Andreas  de  Furtado,  the  only 
Portuguefe  officer  of  this  period  whofe  name  is  recorded 
with  honour,  foon  after  compelled  Marca  to  furrender  on 
condition  of  life ;  a  condition  which  was  brutally  violated 
by  the  ungenerous  Gama  *.  But  what  principally  marks 
the  fatal  regency  of  this  count  de  Vidigueyra,  is  the  ar- 
rival of  the  firft  warlike  fquadron  of  the  Dutch  in  India> 
the  heralds  of  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  Afiatic  empire 
of  Portugal. 

For  the  laft  twelve  years,  the  Portuguefe  cruelties  f  in 
Ceylon  had  difgraced  human  nature.      And  for  many 

years, 

•  Vid.  Notes  on  the  Life  of  Camoens. 

•f  Don  Hierome  de  Azevcdo  commanded  In  Ceylon  during  the  ruinous 
wan  already  mentioned.  When  he  kept  the  field,  and  had  gained  any  ad- 
vantages, he  compelled  the  Indian  mothers  to  caft  their  children  between 
milUlones,  and  to  look  on  while  they  were  ground  in  pieces.  At  other  times 
he  ordered  his  foldiers  to  hold  up  the  (hrieking  infants  on  the  tops  of  their 
pikes.  This  he  did  for  a  moft  wretched  pun.  The  natives  of  Ceylon 
called  themfelves  Galas,  and  Gallos  is  Spanifli  for  a  cock.  Hark  bow  tbife 
young  cocks  crow— is  recorded  as  his  ufual  fpeech,  when  the  infants  fcreamcd 
on  the  lance. 

Vol.  I.  n 
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years,  annual  fleets  had  regularly  been  fent  to  the  coafb 
of  Malabar  and  the  north  of  Goa,  to  make  piratical  warSf 
on  pretence  of  the  fuppreilion  of  pirates.  Yet,  as  if  all 
their  former  cruelties  had  been  too  little,  a  Bull  ofCrotfade^ 
in  1594)  arrived  in  India,  commanding  the  Portuguefe  to 
reduce  the  infidels  to  the  faith  by  the  force  of  arms.  This 
was  a  new  pretence  to  plunder  the  pagodas,  the  repofi- 
tories  of  the  Gelitoo  treafures,  and  was  procured  by  the 
Jefuits,  who  now  governed  the  fprings  of  adion  over  aH 
Portuguefe  Afia.  Though  mod  adroit  in  fraudful  cabals, 
that  which  bears  the  diihoneil  name  of  low  cunning  was 
their  only  talent.  Cruel,  obftinate,  and  narrow  in  their 
minds,  the  grofleft  compulfion,  and  the  horrors  of  the 
inquifition  *,  were  the  methods  by  which  they  endeavour- 
ed to  propagate  their  religion.  Avaricious  of  power  and 
riches,  and  eager  for  immediate  poflefiion,  they  thruft 
themfelves  into  every  public  tranfadlion.  The  idle  lux- 
urious military  eafily  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  guided  by 
them :  and  their  intrigues  and  ignorance  of  the  arts  of  civil 
and  military  government,  embroiled  and  perplexed  every 
operation.  In  almofi:  every  expedition  was  a  monclaros: 
and  it  became  ufual  for  the  defeated  commanders  to  vin- 
dicate themfelves  by  accuGng  the  Jefuits.  Impreft  with 
the   enumeration  of  the   fads  from   which   the   above 

conclufions 

•  So  different  from  Xavier  were  the  Jcfults  of  this  period,  that  they  to- 
tally impeded  the  converHon  of  the  Gentoos,  by  the  mod  abfurd  topics  o^ 
contefi.  The  Gentoos  wear  a  TeJIera  of  three  threads,  (of  which  fee  p.  4xa 
vol.  ii.)  and  are  bigotted  to  the  ufe  of  this  their  ancient  badge.  £ut  the 
Jefaits,  who  faid  it  was  inftituted  by  the  Devil,  obftinately  infifted  that  it 
Ihould  be  relinquiflied  by  their  new  converts.  The  badge  and  their  old 
religion  were  Uierefore  continued. 
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Conciufions  are  dtawn,  and  having  mentioned  a  difputc 
amicably  adjufted  by  a  Jefuit,  The  religious^  fays  the  hiC* 
torian  Soufa,  are  fuccefsful  agents  in  the  piromotton  of  peace 
hetvi>een  lay  governors  s  hut  when  they  take  upon  themf elves 
the  government  of  fecular  affairs ^  they  bring  every  thing  to 
confufion  and  ruin^ 

.  While  the  Jcfuits  thus  cankered  and  confounded  every 
fpring  of  government,  the  civil  and  military  officers,  in« 
tent  only  on  their  own  prefent  gain,  beheld  the  public 
weaknefs  with  the  mod  languid  indifFcfence.  Almoft 
totally  engroffed  by  their  immenfe  American  empire,  and 
the  politics  of  Eutope,  the  Spani(h  court  paid  little  atten« 
tion  to  Portuguefe  India.  The  will  of  the  viceroy,  now 
more  arbitrary  than  ever,  was  the  fupreme  law ;  headlong 
in  its  operation  in  his  prefence,  and  headlong  where  his 
creatures,  who  ftapcd  it  to  their  pleafure,  were  armed 
with  power ;  but  it  was  feeble  and  mifinterpreted,  often 
contemned  and  difobeyed,  in  the  diftant  fettlements.  The 
^commanders  on  the  different  ftations  ceafcd  to  a£l  in  con- 
cert with  each  other ;  and  their  forts  were  often  in  a  ftate 
of  blockade,  under  all  the  miferies  of  famine.  It  was 
now  ufual  for  commanders  and  whole  bands  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe, without  the  confent  of  their  fuperiors,  to  under- 
take piratical  expeditions,  and  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of 
the  Afiatic  princes  ♦ :  and  in  many  a£lIons  they  fought 

againft 

*  About  15S69  the  Turks  with  powerful  armies  invaded  Perfia.  Some 
years  after,  tlie  immenfe  armies  of  the  Mogul  invaded  the  regions  beyond 
the  Ganges.  And  the  great  kingdoms  of  Pegu  and  Sjam  were  alternately 
laid  waite  by  each  other.    Portuguefe  adventurers  diftinguiihed  themfelves 
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againfl;  each  other  with  the  greateft  rancour.  Their  mo- 
ther country  groaned  under  the  yoke  of  Spain.  Moftly 
natives  of  the  Eaft,  the  Portuguefe  in  India  loft  all  a%c« 
tion  for  Portugal,  and  indeed  the  political  ch;un  which 
bound  them  together  was  now  but  a  flender  thread.  Un« 
reftrained  by  regular  government,  the  will  of  the  captain 
of  the  fort  was  abfolute,  and  his  ^rotediion  of  the  moft 
audacious  plunderers  was  the  fupport  of  his  power.  De* 
tefted  by  the  natives,  at  ftrife  among  themfelves,  every 
circumftance  concurred  to  invite  other  merchants  to 
India.  In  this  wretched  condition  of  Portuguefe  Afia^ 
Houtman,  a  Dutch  merchant,  while  in  jail  for  debt  at 
Lifbon,  planned  the  eftablifhment  of  his  countrymen  in 
the  Eaft.  The  Hollanders  paid  his  debts }  he  failed  for 
Afia,  and  returned  with  credentials  of  his  promife,  which 

gave 

in  all  thcfe  wars  j  nor  did  they  confult  the  viceroy  when  they  went  off  with 
their  (hipping  and  foldiers.  Two  of  thefe  renegadoes,  by  the  mod  deteft- 
ablc  treachery  and  cruelty,  rofe  to  the  fovereign  rank  ;  and,  under  the  regd 
title,  negotiated  with  the  Portuguefe  viceroys.     Of  tliefe  hereaftCF. 

The  hiftory  of  one  of  thefe  renegadoes  throws  light  on  Portuguefe  Afia* 
lago  Soarez  de  Melo,  guilty  of  murder,  fled  from  the  fentcnce  of  death  in 
Portugal.  He  was  feveral  years  a  pirate  in  the  eaftern  feas.  On  his  pro- 
mife to  accufe  Don  Stephen  de  Gama,  he  was  pardoned  by  M.  Alonzo  dc 
Souza,  the  new  governor.  He  afterwards,  with  above  icoo  Portuguefe^ 
wlio  renounced  allegiance  to  their  fovereign,  went  to  Pegu,  where  he  wat 
appointed  general  of  the  army,  gratified  with  immenfe  treafure,  and  entitled 
the  king's  brother.  In  this  height  of  his  fortune,  he  happened  to  pafs  by  the 
houfe  of  a  rich  merchant  on  the  day  of  his  daughter's  wedding.  He  entered 
in  with  his  armed  followers,  and  was  invited  to  partake  of  the  fumptuous 
entertainment.  Struck  with  the  beauty  of  the  young  lady,  he  attempted  to 
take  her  away  by  force  j  the  bridegroom  and  his  kindred,  who  offered  rcfift- 
ance,  were  flaughtcred  upon  the  banqueting  tables  ;  and  the  frantic  bride 
fled  from  the  fcene  of  horror,  and  ended  her  life  with  a  cord.  Soon  after, 
however,  the  power  of  Melo,  and  the  thoufand  Portuguefe  who  ferved  un. 
derh/m,  were  not  fufficient  to  proted  him  from  the  rage  of  the  people.  The 
king  delivered  him  up,  and  he  was  torn  in  pieces  by  the  multitude. 
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gave  birth  to  the  Dutch  India  Company,  an  inditution  of 
deep  commercial  wifdom :  a  regular  machine,  conneded 
in  all  its  operations,  and  the  very  reverfe  of  that  blind 
monfter,  that  divided  polypus,  the  Portuguefc  defpotical 
anarchy. 

The  fpice  iflands  offered  the  faireft  field  for  the  Dutch 
operations.  Here  the  Portuguefe  were  both  weakeft  and 
mod  detefted.  And  at  Amboina  and  Temate  the 
ftrangers  were  gladly  received,  and  conditions  of  com- 
merce fettled  *.  In  1600,  Ayres  de  f  Saldanna  fucceeded 
the  weak  Count  de  Vidigueyra ;  but  he  was  equally  re« 
mifs,  and  made  no  head  againft  the  ;Dutch.  One  of  his 
captains  only,  the  brave  Furtado,  for  five  years  carried  on 
a  petty  war  with  the  Hollanders  among  the  Malucos; 
but  though  he  gained  feveral  vi£lories,  he  was  unable  to 
expel  the  new  intruders.  And  new  fquadrons  from  Hol- 
land arrived  yearly,  and  carried  their  hoftilities  from 
Mozambique  to  Bengal  and  other  parts  of  India.  The 
Portuguefe  valour  fcemcd  to  revive,  and  the  Dutch,  in 
many  engagements,  were  defeated.  Their  vanquiflied 
fleets,  however,   carried  rich  cargoes  to  Europe,   and 

brought 

*  Nothing  but  the  deep  detefUtlon  of  the  Portuguefe  could  have  procured 
fuch  favour ;  for  previous  to  this,  the  very  firft  operation  of  the  Dutch  had 
difplayed  their  charader.  They  were  detected  in  offering  money  of  bafe  metal 
for  the  cargo  of  the  firft  (hip  which  they  loaded  with  fpicery.  Thofe  who 
offered  it  were  fejzed  by  the  natives ;  and  the  fquadron  which  firil  arrived  at 
Temate,  endeavoured  to  refcue  their  countrymen  at  Java,  by  force  of  arms, 
but  were  repulfed,  and  compelled  ^to  pay  the  ranfom  which  the  natives  de- 
manded. 

f  He  renewed  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  celebrated  Echebar,  or  Ak- 
bar,  who  was  nowmafter  of  all  India,  as  far  fouth  as  yifapor. 

n  3 
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brought  frcfli  fupplies.  The  Jcfuits  omitted  no  device^ 
no  fraud,  that  might  inflame  the  natives  againft  thera  i 
even  their  republican  form  of  government  was  rcprc- 
fented  as  big  with  ruin  to  the  Indian  princes.  Bat  the 
deteftation  of  the  Portuguefe  name  was  deep  in  India  | 
and  that  rooted  odium,  to  which  their  villanies  and 
cruelties  had  given  birth,  and  had  long  nourifhed^  was 
now  felt  to  militate  againft  them  more  than  miUions  in 
arms.  Had  the  general  condu£b  of  the  Portuguefe  go* 
vemors  been  like  that  of  Albuquerque,  had  the  princes 
of  India  mourned  over  their  graves,  no  ftrangcrs  had  ever 
eftablKhed  themfelves  on  the  ruin  of  fuch  allies.  Though 
repeatedly  defeated  in  war,  the  Dutch  commerce  in- 
creafed,  the  harbours  of  India  received  them  with  kind* 
nefs,  and  gave  them  affiftance ;  while  the  friendlefs  de- 
tefted  Portuguefe,  though  viftorious  in  almoft  every 
fkirmifli,  were  harafled  out  and  daily  weakened.  Like 
beafts  of  prey  in  their  dens,  or  mountaineer  banditti, 
they  kept  their  gloomy  fortreffes,  their  deftru£lion  the 
wifb  of  the  natives,  who  yet  were  afraid  too  openly  to 
provoke  the  rage  of  fuch  wolves  and  tygers.  About 
four  years  after  the  arrival  of  the  Dutch,  the  Englift 
alfo  appeared  in  India.  The  Dutch,  who  pleaded  the 
law  of  nature,  without  ceremony  entered  the  bcft  har- 
bours, and  endeavoured  to  drive  the  Portuguefe  from 
their  fettlements.  The  Englilh,  in  1601,  under  Sir 
James  Lancafter,  erefted  feveral  faftories  in  India,  but 
they  went  to  ports  open  to  all,  and  offered  injury  to 
neither  Dutch,  Portuguefe,  nor  Moorifli  fettlement. 
Twenty  English  fleets  ^lade  the  voyage  to  India  without 

bpftility 
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hbftiKty  with  the  natives^  whfeh  the  Portuguefe  Jefuits 
broiight  on  a  rufturc,  which  ended  in  the  lofs  of  ihfe- 
Portuguefe  military  reputation.  Every  treacherous  art 
which  the  Moors  praftifed  againft  Gama  was  repeated  by 
the  Jefuits,  and  the  event  was  the  fame :  for  he  wlio 
fights  with  the  weapons  of  fraud,  whenever  he  tnifles  hi^- 
blow,  ftands  naked  attd  "^rekkeiied,  and  every  wiwid  he 
receives  is  mortal. 

In  1604  Saldanna  the  viceroy  was  fucceeded  in  office 
and  languid  negligence,  by  Don  Alonzo  de  Caftrb ;  arid 
on  Caftro*s  death,  in  the  third  year  of  his  government, 
3Don  Frey  Alexio  de  Menczes,  archbithop  of  Goa,  was 
invefted  with  the  authority,  though  not  with  the  title  of 
viceroy.     The  patronage  of  the  inquifitioh,  and  the  re- 
dudion  of  the  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas,   of  Ethiopia 
and  Armenia',  to  the  fee  oif  Pome,  were  the  fole  em- 
ployments of  this  governor.     In  1609,  the  brave  Furtado 
received  the  fword  of  command :  he  was  a  foldier;  and 
his  firft  ambition  was  the  expulfion  of  the  Hollanders. 
He  called  the  council  and  principal  citizens  of  Goa,  and 
urged  them  to  affift  him  in  ftriking  a  decifive  blow,  which 
might  ruin  the  Dutch.     His  fpeech  was  heard  with  joy ; 
but  when  he  had  filled  the  port  of  Goa  with  a  formidable 
navy,   Ruy  Lorenzo  de  Tavora  arrived  from  Portugal, 

and 


•  For  the  miferies  with  which  the  Jeftiits  diflrefled  Ethiopia,  fee  the  note, 
p.  413.  vol.  ii.  Though  attended  with  lefs  bloodflied,  their  conduft  was  the 
feme  in  Armenia.  This  archbifhop  was  a  mod  zealous  patron  of  this  me- 
thod of  conveifion.    See  p.  clxxviu.  vol  i. 

n  4 
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and  fupcrfcdcd  Furtado,  in  the  third  month  of  his  re- 
gency. The  only  circumftancc  for  which  Tavora  18 
diftinguilhed  is  his  generous  acknowledgment,  that  he 
thought  it  was  Furtado  who  governed,  when  he  faw  fuch 
warlike  preparations,  and  that  he  was  unhappy  to  fuper- 
fcde  fo  worthy  a  governor.  And  unhappy  it  was  for  the 
Portuguefe  intereft.  It  was  now  twelve  years  fince  the 
Englifli,  and  fifteen  fince  the  Dutch,  had  portended  the 
ruin  of  the  Portuguefe;  yet,  except  the  armament  of 
Furtado,  no  regular  plan  had  ever  been  concerted  for 
the  expulfion  of  fuch  formidable  rivals.  About  this 
time,  captain  Belt,  in  a  large  Englifii  (hip,  and  captain 
Salmon,  in  a  bomb^Iketch,  lay  near  Surat  ;  Nunno  dQ 
Cunha,  with  four  large  galliots,  and  twenty-five  frigates, 
part  of  the  armament  prepared  by  Furtado,  was  fent  by 
Tavpra  to  take  or  deftroy  them.  The  Mogul  had  an 
army  at  this  time  upon  the  fiiore.  The  beach  and  the 
eminences  were  covered  with  fpeftators.  And  now 
thofe  who  had  deemed  the  Portuguefe  invincible  at  fea, 
with  aftonifhmept  beheld  nine,  and  twenty  (hips  van- 
cjuifiied  and  put  to  flight  by  two  veflels  *.     And  a  few 

days 

♦  An  Indian,  who  had  been  aboard  the  Englifli  fliips,  told  Nunno  that 
they  had  not  above  a  week's  provifion,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
prevent  them  to  take  in  frefli  water.  Nunno  replied,  that  be  ivould  not ^end 
a  iveek's  provijions  upon  hif  own  nt^n  to  fur  chafe  a  njiEiory  that  rmgbt  he  gained  in 
an  hour.  And  in  the  fame  high  fpirit  he  fent  Canning,  an  Englifli  prifoner 
in  his  cuftody,  to  help  his  countrymew  to  fight,  boafting,  that  be  luouldfoon 
take  bim  again  ivithmore  company.  As  Nunno  advanced,  with  red  banners  dif- 
playcd,  Beft  weighed  his  anchors,  and  began  the  fight  in  the  centre  of  the  four 
large  galliots  j  and  Captain  Sahnon,  in  the  bomb-ketch,  behaved  with  equ?l 
(:ourage.  Withington,  a  writer  of  king  James's  time,  thus  mentions  tlic 
engagement :    «  Captain  Salmon,  of  the  bomb-ketch,  the  Ofiander,  was 

<«  like 
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days  after,  Thomas  Bed,  in  a  harder  confli£l^,  ivas  again 
Tidlorious.     Don  Hierome  de  Azevedo,  whofc  cruelties 

in 

«*  like  a  falam*idcr  amid  the  fire,  dancing  the  hay  about  the  Poitugucfe, 
««  fri<king  and  playing  like  a  falmon."  Tjie  Portuguefe  writers  afcribe 
thefe  viaories  to  the  excellence  of  the  Englifli,  and  incapacity  of  their  own 
gunners.  Soon  after,  however,  the  Englifli  commerce  in  India  greatly  de- 
clined. The  Dutch  pretended  that  their  hoAilities  in  India  were  in  revenge 
of  the  Spaniih  tyranny  in  the  Netherlands.  Portugal  alfo  bowed  down 
beneath  the  fame  cruel  yoke  ;  yet  this,  in  the  Dutch  logic,  was  her  crime  ^ 
and  thus,  becanfe  the  Portuguefe  groaned  under  Spanifli  opprcffion,  the 
Spaniih  oppreffion  in  the  Netherlands  was  revenged  upon  them.  The 
truth  is,  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  were  little  regarded  by  Spain,  and  the 
Dutch  intruded  upon  them  as  the  ftrongcr  boars  in  a  German  foreft  (houlder 
the  weaker  ones  from  the  bed  fall  of  acorns.  Though  beat  off  by  the 
herdfmen^  the  ftronger  boars  periifl  and  return  5  fo  the  Dutch  perfilled,  till 
they  fecured  pofleifion.  Every  thing,  however,  was  different  in  the  firft 
fettlement  of  the  Englifh.  The  Author  of  the  Hifioiri  Pbi/ofifbifuey  ^c, 
feems  to  decry  the  policy  of  their  firft  captaihs,  who  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  no  port,  but  bought  their  cargoes  of  the  native  merchants.  But 
he  ought  to  have  owned  that  the  hoftilities  of  the  Turks  and  Moguls,  and. 
the  treachery  of  the  latter  in  expelling  the  Engliih  favors,  rendered  retribu. 
tion  juft.  But  with  all  x.\it  fang  f raid  of  a  Materialift,  the  Englifh  perceived, 
iays  he,  that  great  riches  could  not  be  acquired  ivitbout  great  iftjufiice  j  and  that 
to  attain  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch,  they  muft 
alfo  adopt  their  meafures,  and  eftabfifli  themfelves  by  force  of  arms.  But 
James,  he  adds,  as  if  he  condemned  fuch  narrow  policy,  was  too  pufiUanl- 
mous,  and  too  much  engaged  in  controverfial  divinity  to  allow  warlike  oper« 
ations.  The  treaty  of  the  Englifh  with  the  potent  king  of  Perfia,  however, 
he  mentions  as  an  effort  of  great  political  wifdom.  But  Sir  D.  Cotton^s 
cmbaffy  into  Perfia,  in  the  Clarendon  State  Papers,  vol.  i.  p.  36.  fol.  throws 
another  light  upon  this  affair.  The  treaty  with  Perfia  was  the  idleft  flep  the 
Englifh  could  poffibly  have  taken.  According  to  this  authentic  record,  tlie 
great  monarch  of  Perfia  appears  little  better  than  a  captain  of  Italian 
banditti  5  and  his  prime  minifter,  raifed  from  the  meaneft  flation,  as  a 
greater fhufHer  and  villain  than  his  mafter*  The  treaty  with  Perfia,  indeed, 
alarmed  the  Mogul,  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  Dutch,  and  brought  hoflilitles 
upon  the  Englifh,  which  the  pufillanimous  James  would  not  allow  them  to 
pnnifh  as  jufllce  required.  But  it  was  not  two  months  together  in  the  mind, 
nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  tyrant  of  Perfia,  to  give  any  eflfedtual  aflifl- 
ance  to  the  Englifh.  A  Perfian  flruck  Lord  Shirley,  the  Sophi's  ambafTador, 
in  the  prefence  of  James,  and  each  charged  the  other  with  impoflure.  The 
hinz  of  Periia  and  his  minifter  did  nothing  but  fcruple  the  credentials  fent 

fiom 
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ill  Ceylon  difgraced  the  name  of  Man,  in  1612  fucccedcd  , 
Tavora  in  the  viccroyfhip  of  India.  In  every  view  of 
importance,  the  hiftory  of  Portuguefe  Afia  terminates 
with  his  government.  And  the  occurrences  of  his  re- 
gency are  ftrongly  charafteriftic,  not  of  a  falling,  but  of 
a  fallen  empire. 

The  mod  fearlefs  infolence  and  treachery  were  now 
the  chara£teriftics  of  the  Portuguefe  commanders  on 
every  ftation.  Pereyra,  captain  of  the  fort  of  MombaflTa^ 
treacheroufly  bribed  the  Cafres  to  murder  the  king, 
whofe  head  he  fent  as  a  trophy  to  the  viceroy  Azevedo; 
The  infolence  of  Don  Lub  de  Gama  brought  the  hoftili- 
ties  of  the  Turks  and  Perfians  upon  Ormuz  and  the 
adjoining  territories.  In  Ceylon,  the  common  foldiers 
robbed  the  natives  at  pleafure,  and  the  commanders 
added  rapes  and  adulteries ;  till  the  people^  fays  Faria^ 
fought  refuge  among  the  wild  beajis  of  the  mountains ^  to  Jhun 
the  more  brutal  outrage  of  men.  Near  Surat,  a  Portuguefe 
captain,  in  breach  of  the  peace,  took  a  rich  (hip  from 
Mecca,  the  property  of  the  Mogul,  and  carried  her  in 
triumph  into  the  harbour  of  Goa.  Reftitution  was  re- 
fufed,  and  the  Mogul,  whofe  dominion  was  now  ex- 
tended from  the  kingdom  of  Delhi  to  the  confines  of 

Calicut^ 

from  England,  and  endeavour  to  extort  prefcnts.  While  Janies  thus  amufed 
himfelf  with  his  Pcrfian  negociation,  as  fagacious  and  fruitlefs  as  thofe  he 
held  with  tiic  court  of  Spain  and  the  Prince  Palatine,  the  commerce  of  his 
fobjedts  languifhed  in  India.  Hopelefs  of  any  help  from  Perfia,  they  entered 
into  a  kind  of  partnerfhip  in  feme  of  the  Dutch  fettlcments.  But  when  the 
Hollander  found  his  opportunity,  the  Englifh  of  Amboyna  and  other  places 
experienced  injuries  and  cruelties  which  are  yet  unatoned,  and  which  fOT 
many  years  rendered  them  of  little  or  no  confequence  in  the  Eaft. 
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Calicut,  detained  all  the  Portuguefe  (hips  in  his  harbours; 
and|  together  with  his  tributary  the  lung  of  Dccan,  laid 
fiege  to  Damani)  Chaul,  and  Ba9aim,  and  defolated  the 
country  around.  Even  the  unwarlike  Chinefe  were  ex* 
afperated,  and  the  humble  fubmiflion  of  the  Portuguefe 
to  new  and  fevere  laws,  preferved  their  continuance  at 
Macao.  In  1606 ,  a  Dutch  fleet  had  blocked  up  the 
mouth  of  the  Tagus,  and  prevented  the  annual  fupplies 
to  India ;  and  their  power  was  now  greatly  increafed  ia 
thcrEaft.  The  natives,  in  hatred  of  the  Portuguefe,  in 
every  part  favoured  them :  the  kings  of  Achem  ^nd  Ter- 
nate  often  aflifted  them  with  powerful  armies  againft 
Malaca  and  the  Malucos,  and  the  Hollanders  were  now 
frequently  viftorious.  While  the  eaftem  world  was  thus 
in '  arms  againft  the  Portuguefe,  infurredions  among 
themfelves  raged  in  every  fettlement.  While  the  gold^. 
fmiths  and  mercers  of  Goa  had  a  bloody  engagement,  the 
peace  officers  robbed  the  (hops  of  both  parties.  An  ar* 
mament  of  feven  (hips  and  250  foldiers  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  fupprefs  the  murderous  tumults  at  Meliapor.  In 
the  tumults  of  Chaul,  Begaim,  Trapor,  and  Tana,  fome 
of  the  Portuguefe  were  almoft  daily  flaughtered  by  each 
other ;  and  while  they  were  murdering  one  another  in 
Ceylon,  the  natives  ifllied  from  the  forefts  and  mountains, 
and  reduced  them  to  the  greateft  extremity,  lago  Simoens, 
for  fervices  rendered  to  the  emperor  of  Monomotapa,  had 
received  a  grant  of  all  the  mines  of  that  country  in  favour 
of  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  had  built  fome  forts  on  the 
river  Zambeze.  To  enfure  his  fuccefs,  he  folicited  a 
reinforcement  from  the  viceroy,  which  was  fent  under 
2  the 
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the  command  of  Fonfeca  Pinto,  a  lawyer.  But  this  rein- 
forcement turned  their  arms  againft  Simoens,  and  brought 
him  and  his  fettlement  to  utter  ruin.  Fonfeca,  who  was 
fent  as  judge  to  Mozambique,  enriched  himfelf  by  the 
mod  flagitious  a£ls  of  injuftice  and  tyranny  *,  an  example 
wluch  was  followed  by  his  fucceflbrs,  who  without  die 
authority  of  Azevedo,  condemned  an  officer  to  the  gibbet^ 
and  alternately  imprifoned  each  other. 

By  conceflions  and  prefents  the  viceroy  had  now  pur* 
chafed  peace  with  the  Mogul,  who,  influenced  by  the 
arts  of  the  Jefuit  Pereyro,  interdiAed  commerce  with  the 
Englifli  and  Dutch ;  and  the  Portuguefe  merchant  ihips 
which  were  detained  in  his  harbours  were  relieved. 
During  the  laft  thirty  years,  the  ftrength  and  commerce 
of  the  Turks  had  confiderably  increafed  on  the  coafts  of 
Arabia  t»  Their  trade  with  the  ports  of  the  Mogul  was 
great,  and  confiderable  quantities  of  the  produce  of  India 
were  now  again  fent  to  Europe  by  Egypt  and  Conftan- 
tinople.    The  fubjedls  of  the  ftlogul  refufed  commerce 

with 

•  He  even  fold  the  provlfions,  implements,  and  mining  tools  which  he 
carried  to  Simoens,  whom  he  accufed  to  the  emperor  as  a  rebel  againft  the 
viceroy,  and  urged  the  emperor  to  kill  him.  He  feized  the  lands  of  JSimoens, 
and  fold  his  flaves  and  efFed^s.  He  depofed  Ruy  de  Melo,  governor  of 
Mozambique,  and  alio  feized  his  eflate,  which  he  appropriated  to  himfelf. 
Mtlo  was  acquitted  at  Goa.  lago  de  Cunha,  another  lawyer,  was  appointed 
to  authority  equal  with  Fonfeca,  with  command  to  reftore  Melo.  When 
they  arrived,  they  imprifoned  Fonfeca,  but  an  officer  named  Guerra  relieved 
him,  and  imprifoned  Cunha.  And  he,  as  Fonfeca  had  done,  bribed  his 
keepers,  and  efcaped  to  MombafTa,  where  Melo  then  was.  Melo  and  Cunha 
now  failed  for  Mozambique,  and  Fonfeca  with  immenfe  wealth  fled  to  Goa| 
but  Guerra,  who  remained,  w^s  tried  by  Cunha,  and  executed. 

f  By  this  increafe,  the  cuftoms  of  Ormuz  and  Mafcatc  were  greatly 
reduced.    Vid.  Farla>  fubann.  i6i6« 
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with  the  Englilh,  and  the  Turks  had  offered  hoftilities  to 
Sir  Henry  Middleton  in  the  Red  Sea.  Middleton  there- 
fore appealed  to  the  force  of  arms ;  but  he  did  not  adl  as 
a  pirate.  He  feized  fome  Mogul  veflels  near  Aden,  but 
for  the  Indian  traffic  which  he  took  from  them^  he  gave 
them  full  value  in  Englifti  goods,  according  to  the  eftima- 
tion  of  the  Eaft,  profeffing  that  he  only  defired  an  equi- 
table commence.  Fearful  of  fuch  rivals,  Azevedo  fitted 
out  a  fleet  of  eight  (hips,  fome  of  8,  fome  of  6,  5,  and 
400  tons,  befides  60  frigates,  and  fome  fly  boats.  But 
after  a  faint  attack,  Azevedo  withdrew  5  and  though  often 
braved  by  the  Englifli,  reinforced  only  with  four  veflels, 
to  the  deeper  aftonifhment  of  India,  he  declined  the 
combat,  and  fufFered  the  enemy,  unmolefted,  to  proceed 
homeward  with  loaded  fliips. 

Nor  was  Miranda,  the  admiral  of  the  feas  of  Malaca, 
more  profperous.  After  a  hard  engagement  with  a  great 
fleet  of  Achem,  he  was  totally  defeated*  by  a  Dutch 
fquadron  of  eight  veflels.  The  trade  with  China  was  now 
annually  interrupted  by  the  Dutch,  who,  not  fatisfied  with 
the  route  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  now  pafled 
the  fl:ralts  of  Magellan,  and  opened  a  trade  with  Japan  f . 
A  Portuguefe  adventurer,  named  Sebaftian  Gonfalez 
Tibaof,  who,  by  betraying  the  Indian  princes  who  fa- 
voured 

*  So  completely  was  he  defeated,  that  he  cfcapcd  to  fliore  with  only  fix 
men. 

f  This  country  was  difcovcred  by  the  Portuguefe,  who  opened  a  trade 
with  it,  about  1543. 

J  This  adventurer  went  to  India  a  private  foldier.  He  deferted  from  the 
fervice,  and  became  a  feller  of  (alt  in  Bengal.  His  profits  incrcafed,  till  he 
found  hirafclf  maiter  of  a  fquadron^  of  ten  veflels,  wth  which  he  commenced 

piratical 
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YDiired  him,  eftabliflied  himfelf  in  SaDdara,  was  there 
proclaimed  king,  and  became  an  independent  monarch. 
Confcious  that  the  king  of  Arracam,  his  late  ally,  whom 
he  had  treacheroafly  deferted  when  invaded  by  the  Mogul^ 
woold  meditate  rerenge,  he  fent  an  embafly  to  Azevedo^ 
to  whom  he  ofiered  alliance,  and  propofed  a  war  with  the 
king  of  Arracam.  Allured  by  Tibao's  report  of  the  im- 
menfe  treafures  of  that  prince,  Azevedo,  contrary,  (ays 
Faria,  to  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  concluded  the  de» 
fired  treaty  with  the  renegado,  and  invaded  Armcanu 
But  here  alfo  the  Portuguefe  arms  were  difgraced^  and 
Tibao,  deprived  of  every  foot  of  territory,  was  reduced  to 
his  original  meanne(s.  Even  more  unfortunate  was  Philip 
de  Brito  e  Nicote*  By  the  mod  ungrateful  treachery  to 
the  king  of  Tangu  and  other  Indian  princes,  he  alfo  had 
raifed  himfelf  to  the  fovereign  power,  had  been  proclaim- 
ed king  of  Pegu,  and  his  name  was  the  terror  of  Siam 
and  the  neighbouring  regions.  The  king  of  Ava,  in  re- 
venge of  his  vaflal  the  king  of  Tangu,  with  an  army  of 
120,000  men,  and  a  fleet  of  400  veflels,  laid  fiege  to 
Brito  in  his  ftrong  fort  of  Siriam.  Azevedo,  in  hope  that 
he  might  prove  an  aufpicious  ally,  fent  an  armament  of 
five  galliots  to  the  fupport  of  Brito ;  but  Brito,  ere  its 
arrival,  was  overpowered,  after  a  brave  defence  *.      His 

wife 

piratical  wars;  and  having  affumed  regal  power,  he  extended  his  territories, 
and  made  treaties  with  the  nciglibouring  princes.  The  king  of  Arracam, 
tlireatened  with  an  invafion  from  the  Mogul,  entered  into  a  league  with 
Tibao.  But,  bribed  by  the  Mogul,  he  fufFcred  iiis  army  to  pafs  him ;  and 
while  the  Moguls  plundered  one  part  of  the  rich  kingdom  of  Arracam,  he 
plundered  the  cities  of  the  other  fide. 

•  Brito  had  no  powder  to  repel  the  enemy,  an  officer  whom  he  had  fent 
with  money  to  purchafe  that  article  having  never  returned.  He  Was' im- 
paled with  hit  face  to  bis  honfe,  and  lived  two  days,  fays  Faria,  in  that 
dreadful  condition* 
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^fe  and  foldiers  were  maimed  and  fent  into  flavcry;  and 
he  himfelf  and  his  male  kindred  were  impaled  on  the 
ramparts  of  his  garrifon. 

Such  were  now  the  civil  infurre£lions>  fuch  the  •  wars 
of  the  Portuguefe  5  the  fpirit  of  Azevedo's  treaties  arc 
even  more  chara£leriftic.  Won  by  Middleton's  gallant 
behaviour,  and  regardlefs  of  the  viceroy's  refentment,  the 
Mogul,  contrary  to  the  late  treaty,  not  only  admitted 
the  Englifh  to  free  commerce  with  his  fubje£ls,  but  the 
Englifli  admiral  was  entertained,  by  his  order,  with  all  the 
fplendor  of  eaftern  pomp.  The  Zamorim,  the  king  of 
Cochin,  and  the  king  of  the  little  ifland  of  Paru,  pre- 
pared for  hoflilities;  Azevedo  fent  rich  prefents,  and 
begged  for  peace ;  the  prefents  were  accepted,  but  the 
moft  contemptuous  pretences  excufed  delay,  and  the  con- 
ditions were  never  fettled.  An  cmbafly,  with  rich  pre- 
fents, was  fent  to  Abas  Xa,  king  of  Perfia,  who  medi- 
tated the  conqueft  of  Ormuz ;  but  this  was  alfo  treated 
with  fcorn,  and  the  Perfians,  aflifted  by  the  Englifli,  foon 
after  wrefted  Ormuz  and  its  territory  from  the  Portu- 
guefe. Idle,  undetermined  treaties,  were  renewed  with 
the  Mogul,  and  tranfafted  with  the  king  of  Siam,  who 

would 

*  Tliough  under  the  fame  monarch,  the  Spanifli  gowrnor  of  the  Philip, 
pine  ifles  fent  a  party  of  men,  in  1602,  who,  in  defiance  of  the  rcnnon- 
Frances  and  threats  of  the  Portugueie  commander,  built  a  fort  at  the  port 
of  Pinal.  Some  years  after,  however,  the  increafe  of  the  Dutch  power  in- 
clined the  governor  of  Manilla  to  folicit  the  afliftance  of  Azevedo,  to  expti 
the  Dutch  from  the  Malucos.  But  die  viceroy  could  only  afford  an  arma- 
ment which  confided  chiefly  of  tranfported  felons.  And  thefe  wholly  de« 
ferted  ere  they  came  to  a^ion.  The  admiral  having,  contrary  to  his  orders, 
touched  at  Malaca,  gave  them  the  final  opportunltyt 


ccroi  PORTUGUESE   ASIA-. 

would  not  confent  to  expel  the  Englifli  from  his  harboonu 
The  reafons  he  urged  fpeak  the  deepeft  contempt :  he 
excufed  the  hoftUities  of  the  queen  of  Patane,  his  raflal* 
by  fa  jing  (he  was  mad ;  and  he  liked  the  Englifli,  he 
faid,  becaufe  they  were  ufeful  to  him,  and  fliewed  him 
great  refpecl.  The  prince  of  Pandar,  a  kingdom  of  Cey- 
lon, though  the  Portuguefe  had  lately  murdered  an  am- 
haflador  from  his  neighbour  the  king  of  Candea,  fent 
propofals  of  peace  and  offered  tribute  to  the  viceroy;  but 
finding  the  Portuguefe  lefs  formidable  than  he  had 
cfteemed,  he  recanted;  and  Azevedo  concluded  the 
treaty,  on  condition  of  only  one  half  of  the  tribute  firft 
propofed.  But  the  mod  contemptuous  treatment  is  yet 
unmentioncd.  The  king  of  Ava,  alarmed  at  the  treaty 
with  Siam,  and  apprehenfive  of  revenge  for  the  death  of 
Brito,  fent  an  embaffy  to  the  viceroy,  Azevedo  accepted 
his  propofals,  and  Martinho  de  Coda  Falcam,  his  ambaf- 
fador,  went  to  ratify  the  treaty  at  the  court  of  Ava.  But 
the  monarch's  fears,  and  the  reputation  of  the  Portuguefe 
valour,  were  now  no  more.  After  many  days  fpent  by 
Falcam  in  vain  felicitations  for  an  audience,  the  hour  of 
midnight  was  at  laft  appointed.  In  the  dark  he  was 
brought  to  an  apartment,  and  in  the  dark  alfo  was  ordered 
to  deliver  his  embaffy,  for  the  king,  they  faid,  was  there, 
and  liftened.  He  delivered  it,  and  received  no  anfwen 
Yet  though  this  haughty  filence  told  him  he  had  been 
talking  to  the  walls,  Falcam  ftill  meanly  folicited  to  fee 
the  fovereign ;  and  the  former  refined  contempt  was  re- 
newed. A  day,  and  a  place  in  the  ftreet  were  named, 
where  Falcam  might  fee  his  majefty  as  he  rode  out  on  his 
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tiephant.  The  day  came,  but  the  king  never  deigned  to 
turn  his  eye  to  the  place  where  the  ambafTador  ftodd. 
And  Falbani,  thus  loaded  with  the  moft  contemptuous 
difgrace,  returned  to  Goai 

On  a  voyage  to  Dio,  Azevedo  fell  iii  with  four  Englifli 
Veffels;  He  held  a  council  of  war,  and  it  was  relblved 
not  to  fight,  becaufe  the  ftate  of  India,  (hould  viftory  de- 
clare agaitift  them^  could  not  fuftaih  the  loft  of  the  large 
galleoti  in  which  the  adchiral  failed.  Such  was  the  pd^ 
verty  of  the  Portuguefe  cuftom-houfes  in  the  Eaft ;  and 
the  exchequer  of  Lifbon  received  an  equally  fmall  and 
precarious  revenue  from  the  company  of  merchants  who 
were  the  proprietors  of  the  goods  brought  to  Portugal; 
In  fome  of  the  laft  fifteen  years,  not  a  Portuguefe  (hip 
failed  from  India  to  Europe ;  and  half  of  thofe  which  ven- 
tured out,  were  either  taken  by  enemies,  or  having  failed 
late  in  the  feafon,  were  deftroyed  by  tempeft. 

While  thus  degraded  and  broken  down,  the  Spaniih 
court  completed  the  ruin  of  the  Portuguefe  eaftern  em* 
pire.  The  expence  of  the  fupplies,  lately  fent  againft  the 
Dutch  and  Englifli,  far  exceeded  the  taxes  of  the  com- 
pany, reaped  by  Spain;  and  Azevedo  received  an  order 
from  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  difpofe  of  every  employ- 
ment, of  every  office  under  him,  by  public  fale,  that  mo<« 
ney  might  be  raifed  to  fupport  his  government.  We 
now  need  add  few  circumftances  more,  for  the  hiftcry  of 
the  fall  of  the  Portuguefe  empire  in  Afia  is  here  cffen- 
tially  complete. 

Vol.  I.  o  While 
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While  the  Indian  (late  was  fo  poor,  that  it  could  not 
afibrd  to  rifque  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  galleon,  Azeredo  the 
viceroy  waa  immenfely  rich.  As  he  complained  one  day 
of  the  great  lofles  fuftained  by  his  trading  veflels,  near 
the  btter  part  of  his  reign,  one  of  his  officers  told  hinr 
he  was  ftill  worth  4  or  500,000  ducats.  To  this  he  re- 
plied, I  am  Jill  worth  more  than  that f urn  in  cattle  only* 

Though  the  miniftry  of  Spain  feemed  to  have  abai»« 
doned  India,  they  beheld  the  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch  with 
great  refentment.  Becaufe  he  had  not  defeated  the  Dutch 
and  Englifh,  Azevedo  was  recalled,  was  firipped  of  his 
riches,  and  condemned  to  a  dungeon,  in  which  *  he  ended 
his  life,  and  in  which  he  was  maintained  by  the  JefuitS, 
who  afterwards  honourably  buried  him:  ad^bt,  no  doubt, 
of  gratitude  for  the  fervices  which  he  had  rendered  that 
fociety  in  India. 

Even  deeper  declenfion  followed  the  reign  of  Azevedo; 
The  numerous  Portuguefe  forts,  almoft  every  where 
ftripped  of  territory,  had  been  long  fuffered  to  fall  intd 
decay ;  for  their  commanders  were  only  intent  on  theit 
own  fudden  aggrandifement.  Shipwrecks  and  dreadfut 
tempefts  added  to  the  miferies  of  the  Portuguefe ;  and 
the  moft  remarkable  events  of  the  government  of  John 
Count  de  Redondo,  who  in  161 7  fupcrfeded  Azevedo> 

art 

*  To  the  inftances  of  Azevedo's  cruelties  already  mentioned,  let  another 
be  added.  He  ufed  to  amufe  himfclf  and  his  fcldiers,  by  throwing  his  pri- 
foners  over  the  bridge  of  Malvana,  to  fee  the  crocodiles  devour  them.  The 
crocodiles,  fays  Faria,  were  fo  ufed  to  this  food,  that  they  would  lift  tlieir 
heads  above  water  and  croud  to  the  place,  at  the  fight  of  the  Viftlms. 
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are  the  foiemn  fads  held  at  Goa.  In  fome  of  thefe,  the 
citizens  lay  day  and  night  on  the  floors  of  the  churchea, 
imploring  the  divine  mercy,  in  the  decpeft  and  moft  awful 
fiience,  while  not  a  found  was  to  be  heard  in  the  mournful 
ftreet& 

Though  Azevedo  was  punifhed  for  not  defeating  the 
Dutch  and  Englifli,  fo  little  regard  did  l^pain  pay  to  India, 
that  Hernan  de  Albuquerque,  who  after  Redondo  govern-i' 
ed  for  three  years,  never  received  one  letter  from  the 
court  of  his  fovereign.  In  1 622,  Don  Francifco  de  Ganui 
failed  from  Lifbon  with  four  (hips,  and  the  commiffion  of 
viceroy.  On  his  voyage,  the  three  veflels  which  attended, 
contemptuoufiy  left  him;  and  tofave  himfelf  from  a  Dutch 
fquadron,  he  burned  his  own  (hip  on  the  coaft  of  Mo- 
zambique, from  whence,  in  a  galliot,  he  proceeded  to 
India.  After  a  regency  of  five  years,  in  which  he  neither 
executed  nor  planned  one  adion  of  the  fmalleil  confe* 
quence,  he  refigned  the  government  to  Don  Luis  de 
Brito,  the  biQiop  of  Cochin.  Malaca,  again  befieged  by 
the  king  of  Achem,  was  again  reduced  to  the  deepeft 
diftrefs;  but  the  biihop  would  fit  out  no  armament  to  its 
relief,  jealous,  it  was  thought,  left  the  commander  of  it 
ihould  be  appointed  viceroy.  On  the  bi(hop's  death, 
yvbich  happened  after  his  having  benumbed  every  bufinefs 
of  ftate  for  near  two  years,  the  writs  of  fucceflion  were 
opened,  and  two  governors  were  found  named,  one  for 
the  civil,  the  other  for  the  military  department.  But  fo 
vague  were  the  terms  of  expreffion,  that  two  gentlemen 
of  diflFerent  names  claimed  the  fword  of  command.   The 
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ilifpnte  was  fobnimcd  to  the  council  of  Goo,  and  AHaiU 
Bocctio  was  dcdaicd  gorcnzor.  By  a  Tigofoas  efibrt  ha 
xelicTcd  Maiaca;  but  he  fell  foon  afterwards  in  an  engage* 
mcnt  where  the  Hollanders  were  Tidorions;  and  Mdaca 
was  2gh\n  inTcfted  by  the  neighbouring  princes,  affiftedbj 
a  fquadron  of  twelve  Dutch  (hips.  Mozambique,  Ceyhm, 
Tarions  fort«  ^i  the  Moluccas  and  on  everr  coaft  of  Infa, 
were  altematelj  loft  and  recorered,  were  again  repeatedly 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  at  laft  finally  abandoned  by 
the  Porcuguefe.  In  1632,  under  the  viceroyalty  of  the 
Connt  de  Linarez,  Our  European  enemies^  fays  Faria,  rvnn/ 
ever  the  feas  nvkbout  9ppofitkn,  txk  many  *sf  cur  fiips^  tmd 
ruined  our  trade*  They  alfi  every  nvhere  incenfsd  the  In£an 
princes  againjl  us:  for  we  had  no  age/it  at  any  cf  their  ctmrts 
to  vindicate  our  cauft.  Tet,  deep  as  fuch  declenfion  ap- 
pears, Linarez,  on  his  return  to  Europe,  prefented  the 
king  of  Spain  with  a  hat-band,  and  the  queen  with  a  pair 
of  pendants,  a  gift  valued  at  ioo,coo  crowns.  In  1639, 
while  another  archbiOiop  of  Goa  was  governor,  a  fqua- 
dron of  nine  Dutch  ^^t^^^i^  rode  in  triumph  in  the  riverof 
Goa,  and  burnt  three  galleons  in  the  harbour,  without  op- 
pofition;  for  the  fort,  fays  Faria,  was  deditute  both  of 
ammunition  and  men.  In  1640,  the  kii^dom  of  Portu- 
gal, by  one  of  the  nobleft  efforts  upon  record,  threw  off 
the  yoke  of  Spain;  and  the  Portuguefe  in  India  acknow 
ledged  the  duke  of  Braganza  as  their  fovereign.  And  m 
1642,  a  viceroy  was  fent  to  India  by  John  IV.  But 
though  the  new  monarch  paid  attention  to  India,  and 
though  the  Englifli,  during  their  civil  wars,  abandoned 
the  commerce  of  the  Eaft,  the  Dutch  were  now  fo  fw- 
%  midablo. 
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midablci  and  their  operations  fo  well  conne£):ed  and  con- 
tinued^  that  every. exertion  to  recover  the  dominion  of 
India  was. fruitlefs  and  loft.      Soon  after  the  civil  wars^ 
the  Englifli  arofe  to  more  power  and  confequence,  than 
even  the  Dutch  in  Afia;  and:  many  of  the  Portugucfe 
merchants  became  their  agents  and  naval  carriers.    To- 
wards the  end  of  the  feventeeth  century,  the  court  of 
tiffioh  turned  iti  attention  to  the  Brazils,  an4  ne^loGted 
India.     A  fucdeffion'of  vicetoys  wis  however,  pontinued; 
but'of  *aU  their  numdrotts  fettlexhent^on  eivery.coaft  o£ 
the  eaftenr  world,  thfe  ports  df'Goa.an4;9io  ifi  Indji^  aM 
^e  ifle  of  Macao  in  the' bay  of  Canton,  only  remained  in 
the  pofleflion  of  the  Portuguefe.      And,  according  to  the 
information  procured  by  the  abb^  Reyna},(who  publiflied 
"hLii  Hiftcire  Philafophiquty  faV.;  about  ten  years  ago,)  two 
finall  veflels,  often  Chinefe,.  Once  in  the  year  carry  fome 
porcelain  to  Goa  and  Dio:  but  thefe  muft  touch  at  Surat 
and  other  ports  to  complete  their  return  of  filks  and 
^icery.     And  one  (hip,  with  a  poor  cargo,  partly  furnifli- 
ed  by  the  two  floops  of  Macao,  and  partly  purchafed 
from  the  Engliih,  fails  once  in  the  year  from  Qoa  to  Lif* 
bon.      Such  is  the  fall  of  that  power,  which  once  com- 
manded the  commerce  of  Africa  and  Ada,  from  the 
ftraits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  eaftern.  fide  of  Japan* 

But  Dio  and  Goa  are  unrivalled  ftatiqns;  and  the 
ifland  of  Macao,  on  the  coaft  of  China,  is  a  pofTeflion  of 
the  utmoft  value,  a  pofleflion  which  might  be  envied  by 
the  firft  power  of  Europe.  Would  the  Portuguefe  abolilh 
t^  inq^ifition  of  Goa,  fays  R^ynal,  and  open  their  ports 
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upon  liberal  principles,  the  Portugnefe  flag  might  agaun 
flow  triumphant  oYcr  the  eaftern  ocean.  But  though  this 
fiourilh  cannot  be  realifed,  while  the  power  of  the  Bridfii 
and  Dutch'  continue,  there  is  a  wide  and  farourabfe  field 
open  for  the  increafeof  the  Portuguefe  Indian  commerce} 
and  a  beginning  that  pnmiifes  future  importance  has 
ah-eady  taken  place.  In  1773,  ^  ^^^  ^^i  ^  ^<^^ 
tttgal  new-modelled  the  government  of  his  ACadc  lettle« 
ments.  Bj  the  new^  laws  the  power  of  the  govemcM'  it 
altered,  and  die  title  of  viceroy  is  changed  to  that  of  C«|^ 
tain  Gimeral.  The  inquifition  of  Goa,  fomierif  mom 
dreadful  in  its  cruelties  than  even  that  of  Portugal,  is  utterlf 
abolUhed ;  and  about  fix  or  (even  veflels  are  now  annually 
cleared  from  Lifbon  for  India,  but  the  oommeree  of  thefe 
fleets  is  a  royal  mwapofyf  and  regulated  in  the  fame  fymt 
hj  whkh  the  trade  to  Braail  is  now,  and  has  always  beei^ 
conduced  and  goremed. 

The  hiftories  of  wars,  (ron)  the  earlieft  times,  are  mudi 
alike ;  the  names  of  the  countries  ravaged,  die  towns  de* 
ftroyed,  and  captains  flain,  are  different ;  the  motives  and 
condudl  of  the  oppreflbrs,  and  the  miferies  ol  the  op- 
prefled,  are  die  fame.  Portugal  raiiied  the  firft  commer- 
cial empire  of  the  modem  world;  the  hiftory  of  her  £Mt 
therefore  opens  a  new  field  for  the  mod  important  fpecu- 
lation.  The  tranfaftions  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India  are 
peculiarly  the  wars  and  negociations  of  commerce,  and 
therefore  offer  inftrudlions  to  every  trading  country, 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  campaigns  of  a  C«far  or 

a  Mari-* 

♦  For  which  fee  the  NotuuUi  in  the  Appendix. 
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a  Marlborough,  The  profperity  and  declenSon  of  fo- 
rei^  fettlempntSy  refulting  from  the  wifdoiH  or  errors  of 
the  fypxemt  power  at  home,  from  the  wifdom  or  imprui- 
dsnce,  the  virtues  or  vices  of  governors  abroad  ^  the  ftu- 
pe^dous  effe£ls  of  anftained  honour  and  faith;  the  mifer* 
able  ruinous  embarraflmentB  which  attend  diflionefl:  po- 
IfCf,  though  fupported  by  the  greateft  abilities  in  the  field 
«r  in  tjhc  copncil^  the  uncommercial  and  dreadful  confer 
ijueoces  of  war^  unjuftly  provoked,  though  crowned  with 
^iongferies  of  vidloiiesi^^he  felf-dtftruftive  meaftir«», 
uncommercial  fpirit,  knd  inherent  weakneft  6f  deictic 
rule;  the  power,  affluence,  and  ftability  which  toward 
the  liberal  policy  of  humane  government ;  in  a  word,  all 
thofe  caufips  which  nouriih  the  infancy,  all  thofe  which 
as  a  fecret  difeafe  undermine,  or  as  a  violent  poifen  fud- 
denlydeftroy  the  vital  ftrength  of  a  commercial  empire ;  all 
diefe  wte  developed  and  difplayed,  in  the  mod  exemplary 
manner,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  tranfafiions  of  Portuguefe 
Afia. 

And  all  thefe  combine  to  afcertain  the  great  principles 
upon  'which  that  ftupendous  commonwealth  the  Britifh 
£aft  India  Company  mud  exift  or  fall.  The  commerce 
of  India  is  of  moft  eflential  value  to  the  Britifh  nation. 
By  the  Indian  goods  diftributed  over  Europe,  the  eflential 
balance  of  trade  is  preferved  in  our  favour.  But  whe- 
ther the  Indian  commerce  fhould  be  condufted  by  an 
exclufive  company,  or  laid  open  to  every  adventurer,  is 
the  queftion  of  the  day,  a  queftion  of  the  very  firft 
importance  to  the  Britilh  empire.  And  to  this  queftion 
04  the 
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the  example  of  the  Portuguefe  is  of  the  firft  confa» 
quence.  Both  in  the  fenate,  and  in  the  works  of  fome 
political  writers,  this  example  has  been  appealed  to ;  an 
exa£k  knowledge  of  the  commercial  principles  of  Portu* 
guefe  Afia  is  therefore  highly  neceffary;  particularly,  if 
the  moft  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  it  have  already  been 
given,  with  the  profeflcd  view  of  influencing  the  legiila- 
ture.  And  an  authenticated  ftate  of  the  principles  of 
the  Portuguefe  AGatic  commerce»  were  it  only  to  guard 
us  againft  the  vifionary  and  dangerous  fchemes  of  theory, 
cannot  but  be  of  fome  utility  to  that  nation  which  now 
commands  the  commerce  of  ][ndia. 

Throughout,  the  foregoing  hiftory  of  Portuguefe  Afia, 
the  chara^eriftics  and  principles  of  the  Portuguefe  mili* 
tary  and  commercial  government  have  been  ftated  and 
authenticated.  But  a  retrofpeft  will  be  neceflary,  to 
bring  the  Portuguefe  example  decifively  home;  and  feveral 
fafts,  as  for  their  proper  place,  have  been  hitherto  refervcd 
for  the  following 
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'  When  Gama  arrived  in  I^dia,  the  Moots,  great  mailers 
of  the  arts  of  traffic,  were  the  lords  of  the  eaftem  feas^ 
They  had  fettlements  on  every  convenient  ftation,  from 
Sofala  to  China ;  and  though  under  different  governmerits, 
were  in  reality  one  great  commonwealth.  They  clearly  fore? 
few  what  injury  their  trade  would  fuftain,  were  European^ 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  Afiatic  feas.  They  ex- 
erted every  fraudful  art,  that  not  one  man  of  Gama's 
fleet  might  return  to  Europe.  And  when  thefe  arts  were 
defeated,  with  the  moft  determined  zeal,  they  com^ 
pienced  *  hoftilities^ 

Garrifpns  and  warlike  fleets  were  now  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  the  exiftence  of  a  naval  commerce  between  Europ? 
and  Afia.  And  on  the  return  of  Gama^^  Cab^-al  was  fent 
with  an  armed  fleet  of  thirteen  veflels.  His  commiffion 
was  to  make  alliances,  to  eftablifh  forts  and  fadlories,  and 
to  repel  hoftilities.  His  commiffion  he  executed,  and  the 
commanders  who  fucceeded  him  greatly  extended  the 
Portuguefe  fettlements,  which  were  reduced  by  Alb^- 
querque  into  a  regular  plan  of  empire. 

To  increafe  the  population  and  riches,  and  thence  the 
ftren^th  of  the  mother  country,  by  the  exportation  of  her 

domeftic 

*  To  th?  above  let  it  b^  added,  that  tfie  foldan  of  Egypt,  and  the  Gran^ 
Turk,  for  near  a  century,  continued  their  flrenuous  efforts  for  the  utter  ex<- 
pulAon  of  the  Portuguefe. 
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domeftic  manofaAares,  railed  from  her  domeftic  ftaplesy 
is  the  great  and  only  real  adrantage  of  foreign  fcttlement* 
Bat  this  was  not  underftocd  bj  the  Portugnefe.  To  raife 
a  rerenue  for  the  king  bis  matter,  was  the  idea  of  Albu^ 
qoerqne.  And  the  ftupendous  fabric  which  he  raifed 
does  his  genins  immortal  honour :  for  it  muft  be  icmenw 
beredy  that  eren  had  he  underilood  the  domeftic  adTU^ 
tagcs  of  a  free  trade,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  open  it. 
The  king  of  Portugal  was  fole  merchant,  every  hOtarj 
was  his,  and  the  traffic  between  Portugal  and  Indi^  wa|, 
in  the  ftriAeft  fenfe,  a  regal  monofc/j.  There  was  2,Jpeda 
of  free  trade  indeed  allowed  in  the  eafiem  feas ;  but  from 
tins  the  mother  country  receWed  no  benefit;  and  die 
principles  upon  which  it  exifted,  naturally  produced  the 
fall  of  the  Portuguefe  eaftera  empire.  We  need  not  re- 
peat its  piratical  anarchy.  The  greateft  and  moft  acconw 
pliihed  of  the  Portuguefe  governors  faw  its  fatal  tc&' 
dency,  and  every  method  was  attempted  to  rcftria  and 
render  it  infamous. 

The  tribute  of  the  vaflal  princes,  the  territorial  leviesy 
and  the  duties  of  the  various  cuftom-houfes,  produced 
under  feme  governors  a  confiderable  revenue.  But  how 
miferably  obvious  is  this  fyftem  to  every  abufe !  The 
foregoing  hiftory  demonftrates  how,  period  after  period, 
it  fell  into  deeper  and  deeper  diforder.  The  yearly  {alary 
of  Almeyda,  the  firft  viceroy,  was  only  15,000  rials  [t.e^ 
X041/.  13/.  \\.d,  fterling);  about  fourfcore  or  an  hun- 
dred years  after,  the  falary  and  profits  of  three  years  vice- 
royalty  amounted  to  about  one  million  and  an  half  of  du- 
cats. 
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cats.  Faria  y  Soufa  has  given^  bom  the  archives  of  Por^ 
tugal,  an  exa£l  lift  of  all  the  (hips  cleared  from  Portugal 
for  India^  from  the  difcoverjr  of  Gama  to  the  year  i64o*« 
During  the  firft  fifty  years,  which  was  the  moft  flouriCh- 
ing  period  of  Portuguefe  Ada,  only  nine  or  ten  veflels  fail- 
ed yearly  from  Portugal  for  India.  And  from  that  period  to 
the  end  of  the  Spanifh  ufurpation,  only  one  or  two  veflels 
carried  the  annual  traffic  of  India  to  Portugal. 

Befides  the  mifcondudt  which  naturally  refults  from 
that  worft  of  all  monopolies,  a  regal  one,  many  were  the 
other  circumftances  which  included  the  future  ruin  of  the 
Portuguefe. 

The  vague  terms  of  the  viceroy's  commiffion  (Jhr  which 

fee  the  Appendix)  and  his  arbitrary  power,  from  which  there 

was  no  appeal  to  any  body  of  laws  of  fupreme  authority, 

naturally  produced  the  unjuft  wars,  the  infolence,  cruelty, 

and  fearlefs  rapine  of  the  Portuguefe  governors  and  their 

dependent  officers. 

From 

*  From  the  commencement  of  the  ladian  commerxe  under  Cabral,  in  i$oOy 
to  the  death  of  the  great  CaAro,  in  I54£,  494  (hips  Ciiled  ixom  Uibon  iof  in^ 
dia,  of  which  41  were  loft  on  the  voyage.  On  an  average,  therefore,  about 
19  (hips  in  each  two  years  arrived  in  India.  As  many  of  thefe  were  war 
fliips,  feot  to  cominue  in  the  £aft,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that^  niakifl|;  aUow.* 
ance  for  ihipwrecks,  more  than  five  returned  annually  to  Portugal.  From 
X548  to  the  acceflion  of  Philip,  173  failed  from  Lifbon  for  India,  of  vrhicfi 
l^  were  ioll.  The  yearly  average  is  therefore  near  ftye  ^ips  <«nt,  and  tht 
return,  as  above  proportioned,  about  three.  During  57  years  under  the 
crown  of  Spain,  only  285  failed  for  India,  whereof  only  236  arrived.  Some 
years  not  one  fliip  failed,  either  from  Lisbon  to  India*  or  k^m  lodiA  iti 
liibon.  At  this  period,  fay  all  our  authors,  the  fhlps  were  moftly  over- 
loaded, and  failed  at  improper  feafons,  by  which  means  many  were  loft,  and 
many  were  taken  by  the  Dutch  and  Eoglilh.  Afid  tiiuji«  upon  an  average* 
atleaft,  from  about  the  year  16 16,  not  more  thin  three  veflels  in  each  two 
years  arrived  at  Liibon. 
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From  every  circomftance  it  appears,  that  the  courts  of 
Liibon  and  Madrid  never  confidered  the  commerce  of 
India  as  an  obje£l  worthy  of  their  attention.  Sovereignty 
and  revenue  were  the  advanuges  they  expe£ledy  and  en* 
deavoured  to  find  in  the  eaft. 

Every  hiftorian  of  Portuguefe  ACa  complains  of  the  fiui- 
den  recals  of  the  viceroys;  and  the  dated  term  of  three 
years  viceroyalty  is  mod  apparently  abfurd  and  ruinous. 
Every  hiftorian  of  thefe  tranfa£tions  mentions  it  as  the 
general  pradice^  that  the  new  viceroy  ftopped  and  reveried 
every  preparation  and  plan  of  his  predecefTor. 

Though  no  vefiels  but  thofe  of  his  majefty  carried  the 
commodities  of  India  to  Europe,  a  contraband  traffic  of 
the  officers  and  failors  had  been,  moft  afiiiredly,  of  the 
earlieft  commencement.  By  a  ftatute  pafled  in  1687,  ^^ 
appears  that  the  viceroys  had  formerly  obtained  the  privi- 
lege for  themfelves,  and  of  granting  licences  to  others,  to 
carry  certain  articles  and  quantities  of  their  own  private 
traffic,  on  board  of  his  majelly's  veflels,  to  Portugal. 
When  this  grant  commenced,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
determine.  Certain  it  is,  however,  that  it  muft  have  been 
mentioned,  had  it  been  in  exillence  when  Caftroj  Ataide, 
and  other  viceroys  exerted  the  moft  ftrenuous  efforts  to 
difcourage  the  mercantile  purfuits  of  tl^e  native  Portu- 
guefe. Were  wc  allowed  to  venture  a  conjedture,  we 
would  place  this  excluftve  grant  to  the  viceroy  and  his 
creatures  in  the  reign  of  John  IV.  who  made  a  faint  and 
yain  endeavour  to  recover  the  dominion  of  India.     And 

it 


PdftTltGUESE  ASIA*  tcixi 

it  oUttages  probability  to  fuppofe  it  older  than  the  extra- 
oirdinary  but  uncertified  emoluments  recorded  as  given  by 
Philip  IL  to  the  videroys  of  India.  Whenever  it  coat* 
menced,  however,  in  1687  the  legal  right  to  this  private 
traffic  was  aboli(hed;  but  the  contraband  praftice,  which 
certainly  began  with  the  firfl:  voyage  of  Cabral,  was  as 
certainly  continued^ 

The  exclufive  company  of  merchants,  who  in  1587 
contraded  to  fit  out  the  Indian  fleets,  appear  to  have  had 
little  influence  in  the  affairs  of  India.  The  power  of  the 
viceroy  and  the  piratical  anarchy  were  ftill  predominant. 
While  only  one  or  two  failed  annually  for  Portugal,  the 
iloops  and  other  veflfels  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  pri- 
vate adventurers  amounted  to  a  confiderable  number. 
Captain  B^ft  met  a  trading  fleet  of  240  Portuguefe  vef- 
fels  on  the  coaft  of  Cambaya :  and  when  the  Mogul  de- 
clared Wat  againft  the  Portuguefe,  in  1617,  the  numbei* 
of  their  veflels  detained  in  his  harbours  {vid.  Far.  fuh 
an,)  was  200.  Yet  were  the  adventurers  in  this  trade 
liable  to  every  inconvenience  ufually  fuffered  by  fmugglers 
and  freebooters.  It  is  true  they  carried  the  commodities 
of  Ethiopia  and  the  coafts  around  QrmU2,  to  Malaca  and 
China;  and  in  return  dlllributed  the  products  of  the 
caftern  over  the  weftem  fliores  of  the  Indian  ocean.  But 
they  had  no  certain  prote£tion  of  their  property,  and  they 
were  furrounded  with  monopolies.  The  viceroys  and 
commanders  of  forts  had  monopolies  of  their  own  in 
every  (lation  between  Ethiopia  and  China.  And  it  is 
eafy  to  conceive  how  their  creatures  muft  have  lorded  it 

over 
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cffcr  all  thofc  who  daied  to  interfere  with  llicir  piofitt* 
To  render  m  forrign  trade  profperoos,  the  honeft  merchant 
mnft  hare  every  poffible  enconragement.  If  it  is  eafy  to 
acquire  anhandfome  independence  in  anhonooraUechan* 
nel,  the  fons  of  men  of  property  and  of  conneiic»i8  will 
adventure;  and  where  capital  ftock  and  real  abiUties  are 
heft  rewarded,  commerce  muft  greatlj  increale*  If  on 
the  other  hand,  the  merchant  h  fettered  with  difficulties, 
only  men  of  defperate  fortune  will  fettle  in  a  difkant 
climate.  And  thefe,  confcious  of  the  reftraints  under 
which  thej  bbour,  confcious  that  they  have  much  to 
gain  and  little  to  lofe,  will,  in  the  nature  of  things^  be 
fotely  influenced  by  the  fpirit  of  the  mere  adventQrer; 
Dy  that  fpirit  which  utterly  ruined  the  Portuguefe  in 
India. 

Each  of  the  fleets  which  failed  annually  from  Lifbon  to 
India,  carried  out,  upon  an  average,  about  3000  men. 
Very  few  of  thcfc  ever  returned  to  fettle  in  Portugal. 
They  married  in  the  Ead,  and  became  one  people  with 
the  defcendants  of  thofe  Portuguefe,  who,  at  various 
periods,  had  fettled  and  married  with  the  natives,  in  the 
numerous  colonies  of  Portuguefe  Afia.  Their  great 
commonwealth,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  cen- 
tury, was  a  mere  anarchy,  and  its  revenue  of  fo  little 
value  to  the  mother  country,  that  Philip  III.  abandoned 
India  in  the  moft  extraordinary  manner :  he  made  an 
cdiSty  that  every  office  under  the  government  Ihould  be 
fold  by  public  fale,  an  tdiCt  that  merit  ihould  be  negled* 
ed,  and  that  only  the  mod  worthlefs  and  rapacious  ihould 

be  cntruftcd  with  the  affairs  of  ilate. 

The 
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The    APPLICATION 

Of  the  examine  of  Ponuguefe  Afia  cannot  be  better 
enforced  than  by  an  examination  of  the  popular  arguments 
relatiTe  to  the  Britifli  commerce  with  India.  A  recent 
writer  on  the  Nature  and  Caufes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations^ 
has  ftood  forth  as  the  philofophical  champion  for  the 
abofition  of  the  monopoly  of  the  Englifh  United  Eafl:  India 
Company*  His  arguments  may  be  reduced  to  thele  four 
pofitions. 

t.  Etclufive  companies  are  in  every  refpedl  pernicious. 

II.  In  the  Fortuguefe  commerce  with  India^  for  more 
than  a  century,  there  was  no  exclufive  company  :  fuck 
monopoly  is  therefore  unneceflary  for  the  fupport  of 
the  Indian  commerce. 

III.  Under  a  free  trade,  faftors  will  fettle  in  India  of 
their  own  accord,  and  every  commercial  accom* 
modation  of  felling  and  purchafing  cargo  will  natu- 
rally follow. 

IV.  Where  forts  and  garrifons  are  abfolutcly  neceflary, 
thefe  will  be  beft  under  the  immediate  protection  of 
the  fovereign,  under  whofe  care  his  native  fubje£ls 
will  find  themfelves  perfeBlyfafe  and  eafy. 

The  fable  of  Procruftes,  and  his  iron  bed,  was  perhaps 
defigned  by  the  ancients  to  fignify  a  fyftem  builder  and 

bis 
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his  fjftem.    The  reader  will  focn  be  enabled  to  form  his 
own  judgment  on  the  juftice  of  this  explanation. 

The  firft  pofition  is  thus  maintained  by  our  author : 
<<  Of  all  the  expedients  that  can  ivell  be  contnTcd  to  Jlunt 
<<  the  natural  growth  of  a  new  colony,  that  of  an  ex- 
^  cIuGre  company  is  undoubtedly  the  moil  efiedual/* 
VoL  iL  p.  171. 

Having  diftinguiihed  monopolies  into  two  kinds,  ottr 
author  thus  concludes  his  chapter :  <<  Such  excluGve  com- 
*'  panics,  therefore,  are  nuifances  in  tverj  refpecf^  alwajs 
*<  more  or  lefs  inconvenient  to  the  countries  in  which  they 
«  are  eftabliflied,  and  deftruftive  to  thofe  which  have  the 
«*  misfortune  to  fall  under  their  government.^  Vol*  iL 
p.  256. 

Thus,  and  throughout  our  author's  whole  work,  itiono- 
polies  are  reprefented  as  always^  every  where^  and  in  every 
refpeB  pernicious.  Yet  when  feme  hiftorical  fads,  and 
the  manners  of  nations,  are  put  in  the  other  balance,  the 
fcale,  loaded  with  thefe  aflertiotis,  will  inftantly  fly  up 
and  kick  the  beam. 

However  fome  men  may  declaim,  there  was  a  time 
when  the  founding  of  abbeys  and  monaderies  was  the  moft 
political  method  by  which  the  monarch  s  of  Europe  could 
introduce  civilization  among  their  barbarous  fubje£is. 
And,  however  ill  adapted  to  the  prefent  times,  that  old 
monopoly,  the  inftitution  of  corporations,  was  at  one 

period 
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period  highly  political,  and  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fupport 
infant  commerce  againft  the  furrounding  opprefEons  and 
uncommercial  fpirit  of  the  feodal  fyftem.  *Fhe  commerce 
of  the  Hans  Towns  began  not  only  with  incorporated  Com- 
panies, but  alfo  with  a  general  ftipulated  league  of  thefe 
companies,  for  fuch  union  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  pro- 
tedl  the  infancy  of  their  naVal  commercial  intercourfc 
againft  the  numerous  bands  of  favage  pirates,  who  at  that 
time  infefted  the  Baltic,  the  Danifii,  and  the  German  feas. 

When  Prince  Henry  of  Portugal,  at  his  own  private 
expence,  had  difcovered  Madeira,  his  brother,  king  Ed- 
ward, made  him  proprietor  of  that  ifland.  Henry  divided 
it  into  diftri£is,  which  he  gave  to  fome  of  his  captains, 
who  in  return  paid  him  a  revenue.  When  the  fame  prince 
had  difcovered  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  the  united  efforts  of 
a  company  appeared  to  him  as  the  moft  vigorous  method 
of  profecuting  his  defigns.  Under  a  charter  from  him, 
and  for  which  they  paid  him  a  revenue,  feveral  of  his  cap- 
tains erefted  a  commercial  company  at  Lagos,  and  the 
vigour  of  their  purfuits  anfwercd  the  expedlations  of 
Henry.  In  the  third  year  of  their  eftablifliment,  fourteen 
(hips  failed  from  that  port  upon  trade  and  farther  dif- 
covery ;  and  fifteen  were  the  fame  year  fitted  out  from 
Madeira.  In  147 1,  Alon^o  V.  engrofled  by  domeftic 
quarrels,  and  the  affairs  of  Morocco,  granted  Fernanda 
Gomez  a  monopoly  of  the  Guinea  trade,  for  the  fmall 
fum  of  500  ducats  annually,  but  upon  condition  that 
during  the  firft  fiVe  years  he  fliould  extend  his  difcovdries 
500  leagues  farther  along  the  fea  coaft.    This  condition 

Vol.  I.  p  highly 
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highly  vindicates  the  wlfdom  of  this  monopoly ;  as  the 
numerous  fleets  of  Lagos  and  Madeira  juftify  Henry.  Dif- 
covery  was  a  mod  unpopular  meafure,  and  neither  the  at-« 
tention  of  Alonzo,  nor  the  finances  of  the  date,  could 
afford  to  fit  out  fquadrons  on  expeditions  of  hope.  Even 
in  1497,  two  of  the  four  fhips  which  were  fent  to  difcovcr 
India,  were  purchafed  from  fubjefls  j  {fee  Appendix ;)  fo 
unable  were  the  royal  dock -yards  of  Portugal  to  fit  out 
fleets  for  difcovery. 

Without  the  regular  connexion  of  a  company,  under 
the  fanfkion  of  legiflative  authority,  the  Dutch  might  have 
as  rationally  attempted  to  e(labli(h  a  commerce  with  the 
moon  as  with  India.  The  natives,  it  is  true,  received  at 
firft,  both  the  Dutch  and  the  EngliOi  with  joy.  But  the 
Portuguefe  were  infinitely  too  ftrong  for  all  the  uncon- 
nefled  attempts  of  all  the  private  merchants  of  Europe^ 
and  it  was  their  intereft  to  prevent  intruders.  Nor  did 
the  good-will  of  the  natives  arife  from  any  other  caufe 
than  their  deep  hatred  of  the  Portuguefe.  It  was  the  in- 
tereft of  the  Moors,  Egyptians,  and  Turks,  that  no  Eu- 
ropeans fhould  navigate  the  eaftern  feas;  and  had  the 
Dutch  and  Englifh  been  the  firft  who  difcovered  India, 
they  muft  have  encountered  the  whole  force  of  the  Eaft, 
and  all  the  rage  of  the  Moors, 

A  fovereign  who  defires  to  open  a  commerce  with  a 
diftant  country,  under  the  circumftances  of  India,  has 
only  this  alternative:  he  muft  either  give  exclujive  pri- 
vileges to  a  company,  or  he  muft  put  his  exchequer  to 

the 
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the  enormous  expence  of  forts  and  garrifons,  and  warlike 
fleets  year  after  year,  to  awe  the  hoftile  natives.  In  this 
laft  fuppofition,  the  trade  with  fuch  countries  may  be 
cither  referved  as  a  monopoly  of  the  crown,  or  laid  open 
and  free  to  all ,  the  fubjeSs.  Exclufive  companies  were 
chofen  by  the  Dutch  and  Englifli,  in  their  profecution  of 
the  commerce  of  India.  And  a  crown  monopoly  was 
adopted  by  the  kings  of  Portugal.  But  no  fovereign  was 
ever  fo  deep  a  theorift  as  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  enor- 
mous and  uncertain  expence  of  conquering  and  bridling 
diftant  and  warlike  nations,  in  order  that,  after  enriching 
themfelves  with  the  commerce  of  fuch  countries,  his  fub- 
'  je£is  might  be  better  enabled  to  pay  what  future  taxes  he 
might  think  proper  to  impofe  upon  them. 

The  fecond  pofition  afcribed  to  our  author  is  deduced 
from  thefe  fentences :  '*  The  Portuguefe  carried  on  the 
**  trade  both  to  Africa  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  without  any 
**  epcclufive  companies."    Vol.  ii.  p.  248. 

*'  Except  in  Portugal^  and  within  thefe  few  years  in 
**  France,  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  has,  in  every  Eu- 
**  ropean  country,  been  fubjefted  to  an  exclufive  com- 
*<  pany."     Vol.  ii.  p.  242. 

**  That  fuch  companies  are  not  in  general  neceflary  for 
**  carrying  on  the  Eaft  India  trade,  is  fufficiently  demon* 
^^  Jtrated  by  the  experience  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  enjoy- 
<<  ed  almoft  the  whole  of  it  for  more  than  a  century  together^ 
*<  without  any  exclujive  company.**    Vol.  ii.  p.  246. 

p  2  In 
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In  political  philoibpby  an  exclufve  company  and  exdufiue 
trade  are  exacUj  the  £une.  Oar  author  himfelf  giTes  the 
very  worft  of  charaders  of  a  regal  mooopoljr;  but  it 
leems  to  have  been  utterly  unknown  to  him,  that  fuch 
ever  was,  and  is,  the  Fortuguefe  commerce  between 
Europe  and  India;  utterly  unknown  to  him,  that  the 
Portuguefe^^^  trade  in  the  Indian  feas  was  a  diigrace  to 
icommerce,  was  ruinous  in  every  principle,  was  efteemed 
infamous,  only  fit  for  felons,  in  the  days  of  the  Fortu- 
tuguefe  profperity  \  and  in  order  to  its  fuppreffion,  was 
taxed  greatly  beyond  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  nadnres. 
The  continuance  or  abolition  of  the  Eaft  India  company 
is  a  matter  of  the  £rft  importance.  If  either  method  be 
adopted  upon  falfe  principles,  the  confequences  will  be 
feverely  felt.  We  ihall  therefore  claim  fome  merit  in 
lK>lding  up  a  confpicuous  example  to  future  philofo]^iers» 
how  imprudent  it  is  to  truft  to  the  filf-fuffideacy  tf^^ea^ 
lotion^  when,  on  the  mod  important  topics,  they  appeal 
to  hiftorical  fafts  as  a  fufficient  demonj} ration  of  the  eafc 
and  fafety  of  their  theoretical  fchemes. 

The  third  pofition  afcribed  to  our  author  will  be  found 
at  great  length  in  his  fourth  book.  In  Sweden  and  Den* 
mark  he  owns  that  the  encouragement  of  a  monopoly  was 
neceflary  to  their  trade  with  India.  But  where  monopo- 
lies arc  neceflary,  fuch  countries,  he  fiiys,  ought  not  to 
trade  direSly  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  He  takes  it  for  granted, 
that  the  fmaUnefs  of  the  national  capital  ftock,  which 
cannot  be  fpared  in  the  flow  returns  of  fo  diftant  a  trade, 
produces  this  neceflity.     And  it  were  better,  he  adds,  for 

fuch 
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fuch"  countries  to  buy  their  Indian  goods  "  fomewfiftsit 
<*  dearer*'  from  other  nations.  But  when  a  nation  is  rich 
enough  to  trade  with  India,  a  free  commerce,  according- 
to,  our  author,  would  naturally  fpring  up  in  the  moft 
beautiful  order.  He  ftates  the  objeftiort  of  the  impoffl- 
bility  of  a  private  merchant's  capital  being  able  to  fupport 
faftors  and  agents  in  the  different  ports  of  India;  tO 
which  he  thus  replies,  (vol.  ii.  p.  246.)  *«  There  is  no 
*'  great  branch  of  trade  in  whidh  the  capital  of  any  one 
*«  pirivate  merchant  is  fufficient  fox  carrying  on  alt  the^ 
<^  fubordinate  branches,  which  muft  be  carried  on  in  order 
"  to  carry  on  the  principal  branch.  But  when  a  natioti 
<*  is  ripe  for  any  great  branch  of  trade,  fome  merchants 
**  naturally  turn  their  capitals  towards  the  principal,  and  % 

««  fome  towards  the  fubordln^td  branches  of  it If  a 

"  nation  therefore  is  ripe  for  the 'Eaif  litdia  traddi  a  cer- 
«<  tain  portion  of  its  capital  will  naturally  divide  itfelf 
<^  among  all  the  different  branches  of  that  trade.  Some 
«'  of  its  merchants  wiltfrnd  it  for  th^ir  inter^ft  to  refide 
«  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  employ  their  capitals  thfcre  in 
«  providing  goods  for 'the  (hips  which  arei  to  bfe  fent  out 
"  by  other  merchants;  who  refide* in  Europe." 

When  this  fchcme  of  comrtiferce  with  India  cannot  be 
effefted,  it  is  a  proof,  according  to  our  author  (p.  247.) 
that  fuch  country,  at  that  particular  time,  was  not  ripe 
for  that  trade;  and  had  better  buy  their  Indian  goods, 
^<  even  at  a  higher  priccj"  from  other  nations.  Bbt  had 
the  Pbrtugucfe,  Dutchj  and  Englifli,  waited  for  fuch 
theoretical  ripifte/f J  ihcy  had  never  yet  fct  one  foot  in 
Indian 

P  3  I^ 
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In  the  mod  favourable  view  of  fuch  eftabliflunent  of 
commerce  with  the  great  world  of  Afia,  its  perfection 
camiot  fpring  up  in  a  few  years,  and  would  be  always 
precarious.  When  the  Moors  were  in  force,  fuch  peace- 
ful eftabliihments  were  impoflible,  for  they  knew  their 
prefent  intereft  too  well  to  liften  to  the  promifes  of  Euro- 
pean fpeculation ,  and  the  prefent  chara^er  of  the  Indian 
nations  gives  no  prophecy  when  forts  and  garrifons  will 
become  unneceflary  to  the  European  reGdents  in  India. 
Our  author  feems  aware  of  this,  in  the  fentence  wluch 
immediately  follows  the  laft  cited,  and  which  vindicates 
the  fourth  pofition  into  which  we  have  divided  his  argu- 
ment. 

But  it  will  be  here  neceflary  to  give  a  (hort  analyfis  of 
the  great  principles  of  our  author's  fyfteoi. 

The  wealth  of  nations,  he  fays,  arifes  from  labour ; 
the  value  of  which,  he  often  tells  us,  is  only  to  be  fixed 
by  the  higgling  of  the  market.  That  Ihare  of  land  rent 
which  is  claimed  by  the  fovereign,  is  his  favourite 
fource  of  revenue.  And  were  every  fubjeft  allowed  a 
free  trade  too^  the  whole  nation  would  be  enriched,  and 
this  fource  of  revenue,  of  confequence,  greatly  enlarged. 
But  monopolies  of  all  kinds,  hj  JIunting  the  ufe  of 
flock  and  the  confequent  increafe  of  riches,  Jiunt  the 
fources  of  revenue.  Monopolies  are  therefore  every 
where  and  in  every  refpeft  prejudicial  to  fovereign  and 
people.  As  the  fovereign  is  chiefly  interefted  in  the 
flouriftiing  ftate  of  the  land-rent  revenue,  it  is  mod 

likely 
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likely  to  flourifli  under  his  care.  And  over  and  above^ 
as  the  population  of  foreign  colonies  muft  enlarge  the 
above  natural  fource  of  revenue,  for  all  oth^r  fources 
are  round  about:  fo  the  population  of  foreign  colonies 
is  the  chief  end  of  colonization. 

From  this  analyfis,  which  challenges  the  fevered  teft, 
the  propofition  to  put  the  forts  and  territory  of  Britifh 
India  into  the'  hands  of  the  fovereign,  naturally  follows. 
We  fhall  give  it  in  our  author's  own  words ; 

*<  The  fettlements,  fays  he,  which  different  European 
*'  nations  have  obtained  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  if  they  were 
<<  taken  from  the  exclufive  companies  to  which  they  at 
*«  prefent  belong,  and  put  under  the  immediate  protedlion 
**  of  the  fovereign,  would  render  this  refidence'*  (i.  e.  o^ 
the  voluntary  unconneBed  adventurers  before  mentioned^  **  both 
**  S^fi  and  eafy^  at  leall  to  the  merchants  of  the  particular 
^<  nations  to  whom  thofe  fettlements  belong.*' 

But  ere  we  examine  this  bold  propofition,  our  author's 
great  obje£tions  againfl:  the  Dutch  and  Engliih  Eaft  India 
companies  require  our  previous  attention.  "  Thefe,"  fays 
our  author,  "  though  poffeffed  of  many  confiderable  fet- 
<«  elements,  both  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa  and  in  the  Eaft 
**  Indies,  have  not  yet  eftabliflied  in  either  of  thofe  coun- 
**  tries*  fuch  numerous  and  thriving  colonies  as  thofe  in 
«*  the  iflands  and  continent  of  America,  (p.  247.)  .... 
<«  In  the  fpice  iflands,  the  Dutch  burn  all  the  fpicery 
^<  which  a  plentiful  feafon  produces,  beyond  what  they 

p  4  «*  cxpeft 
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«<  cxpc£t  to  difpofe  of  in  Europe  with  fuch  a  profit  as 

«<  tfaey  think  fufficient They  have  reduced  the  popu- 

<<  lation  of  fereral  of  the  Moluccas.  Under  the  govern- 
^  ment  even  of  the  Portuguefe,  however,  thofe  iflands 
<<  are  laid  to  have  been  tolerably  well  inhabited.  The 
*<  Englifh  company  have  not  yet  had  time  to  eftabliOi 
^<  in  Bengal  fo  perfe£Uy  deftni£live  a  fyftem.  The  plan 
^  of  their  government,  however,  has  had  exa£Uy  the  lame 
M  tendency.  It  has  not  been  uncommon,  I  am  well 
«  afltired,  for  the  chiefs  that  is  tht^rft  clerk  of  a  hGtarj, 
^  to  order  a  peafant  to  plough  up  a  rich  field  of  poppies, 
*'  and  fow  it  with  rice  or  fome  other  grain.  The  pre- 
*«  tence  was  to  prevent  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  j  but  the 
<<  real  reafon  to  give  the  chief  an  opportunity  of  feliipg 
<<  at  a  better  price  a  large  quantity  of  opium,  which  he 
**  happened  then  to  have  upon  hand.  Upon  other  occa*. 
<«  fions  the  order  has  been  reverfed,  and  a  rich  field  of 
•«  rice  or  other  grain  has  been  ploughed  up,  in  order  to 
*f  make  room  for  a  plantation  of  poppies."  p.  2jo.  And 
thus,  as  our  author  expreflcs  it,  p.  253,  "  monopolies 
«  Jlunt  the  natural  growth  of  fome  parts,  at  lead,  of  the 
<<  furplus  produce  of  the  country,  to  what  is  barely  fuffi- 
*^  cient  for  anfwering  the  demand  of  the  company." 

Our  author's  abhorrence  of  commercial  purfuits,  and 
his  keen  predileftion  for  /and  rent  revenue,  are  ftrongly 
marked  in  the  following  fentence :  "  A  company  of  mer- 
**  chants  are,  it  feems,  incapable  of  confidering  them- 
"  felves  as  fovereigns,  even  after  they  have  become  fuch. 
"  Trade,  or  buying  in  order  to  fell  again,  they  ftill  con- 

«  fider 
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«f  fidetjas  tl^eir  principal  bufinefs,  and  \ij,?^^ange  ai/urm, 
<«  dky^  regard  the  chara£ler  of  the  fovereign  as  but  an 
<^  appendix  to  that  of  the  merchant,  as  fomething  which 
*'  ougl^t  to  be  made  fubfcryicnt  to  it,  or  by  means  of 
*'  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  buy.  cheaper  in  India, 
<*  and  thereby  to  fell  with  a  better  profit  in  Europe. 
*^  They  endeavour  for  this  purpofe  to  keep  out,  as  much 
<^  as  poffible,  all  competitors* . . .  Their  mercantile  habits. 
<*  draw  them  in  this  manner,  almoft  neceflarily,  though 
**  perhaps  infenfibly,  to  prefer,  upon  all  ordinary  occa* 
<^  fions,  the  little  and  iranfttory  profit  of  the  monopoUfty. 
*'  tathe^r^fl^  vmd  permanent  revenue  of  the.  fovereign,'* 
p.  252. 

Such  are  the  evils  which  attend  the  Dutch  and  Englifli- 
Eaft  India  companies  :  The  advantages  which  would  fol- 
1qw>  were  fuch  monopolies  to  be  aboliflied,  and  the  fpire- 
reign  to  be  fole  mafter  of  Indian  acquifition  are  thefe :  all 
his  fubjeSs,  who  pleafed,  might  turn  their  flock  to  the 
commerce  of  India.  By  fuch  means,  the  population  of 
the  colonies,  and,  of  confequence,  the  regal  fhare  of  their 
revenue^  would  be  greatly  increafed. 

And  thus,  according  to  our  author,  commerce  is  of 
very  inferior  confequence ;  and  the  importation  of  the  fove" 
reign's  revenue  the  very  fummum  honum  of  the  political 
wifdom  of  colonization.  But  thefe  very  fufpicious  data 
demand  a  much  deeper  inveftigation  than  our  author  has 
beftowed  upon  them.  In  many  places  he  exprefles  the 
moft  cordial  afieflion  for  the  kingly  power.    Becaufe  it 

is 
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is  the  fovereign*s  intereft  that  his  colonies  fliould  profpcr, 
he  fuppofes,  therefore,  that  colonies,  if  under  his  imme- 
diate protedlion,  will  and  mud  *  flourifh.  And  becaufe 
*^  a  monarch,  at  the  head  of  a  (landing  army,  may  defpife 
**  the  rudeft  and  moft  licentious  libellers,  he  concludes, 
<*  p.  311.  that  a  (landing  army  is  propitious  f  to  the 
<<  caufe  of  liberty.'*  That  perfe£lion  of  wifdom,  magna- 
nimity, and  attention,  which  is  moft  eflentially  impKed 
in  thefe  fuppofitions,  is  not,  however,  to  be  found  in  a 
SUCCESSION  of  monarchs.  No,  not  in  an  individual  fovc- 
reign^  if  we  may  believe  an  aflertion  which  has  efcaped 
from  our  author,  p.  441.  "  The  fervants,"  fays  he,  <*  of 
•^  the  moft  carelefs  private  perfon,  are,  perhaps,  more 
<*  under  the  eye  of  their  mafter,  than  thofe  of  the  moft 
^^  careful  prince.'* 

When  the  Portuguefe  Indian  commerce  was  farmed,  by 
a  company  of  merchants,  in  1587,  about  87  years  after  its 
commencement,  the  regal  monopoly  was  altered,  not 
aboli(hed ;  for  this  commerce  was  continued,  according 
to  every  idea  ever  known  in  the  Spanifli  or  Portuguefe 
colonies.  It  was  carried  on  in  a  limited  number  of 
regifter  (hips ;  and  the  fovereign  authority  of  the  Indian 
viceroys  was  ftill  predominant.  Our  author  confefles, 
p.  171.  that  the  commerce  of  regifter  (hips  is  *^  very  nearly 

**  upon 

*  This  argument,  abfolutely  eflVntial  to  his  fyftem,  is  fupported  by  our 
author,  vol.  ii.  p.  251,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

•f-  What  a  pity  it  is,  tliat  France  and  Spain  have  never  found  out  this  fe- 
cret !  What  arbitrary  imprifonmcnts  might  be  avoided,  and  what  expence 
of  legions  of  fpies  might  be  faved,  could  they  perceive  our  author's  advan-? 
tages  of  a  ftanding  army. 
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<«  upon  the  fame  principles  as  that  of  an  exclufive  company.** 
And  certainly,  with  refpefl:  to  his  fyftem,  they  are  ex- 
aftly  the  fame.  In  defcribing  the  management  of  trade, 
where  it  is  the  fole  property  of  the  fovereign,  our  author 
has  given,  though  very  undefignedly,  a  very  accurate  fketch 
of  the  regal  monopoly  of  Portugal,  Talking  of  the  mer- 
cantile purfuits  of  princes  j  "  They  have  fcarce  ever  fuc- 
**  ceeded  (fays  he,  p.  4I40«  The  profufion  with  which 
*^  the  affairs  of  princes  are  always  managed,  renders  it  al-  ' 
**  molt  impoffible  that  they  (hould.  The  agents  of  a 
**  prince  regard  the  wealth  of  their  matter  as  inexhauft- 
'*  ible ;  are  carelefs  at  what  price  they  buy  s  are  carelefs  - 
<*  at  what  price  they  fell  j  are  carelefs  at  what  expencc 
*?  they  tranfport  his  goods  from  one  place  to  another. 
*^  Thofe  agents  frequently  live  with  the  profufion  of 
*^  princes,  and  fometimes  too,  in  fpite  of  that  profufion, 
**  and  by  a  proper  method  of  making  up  their  accounts, 
**  acquire  the  fortunes  of  princes.  It  is  thus,  we  are 
«^  told  by  Machiavel,  that  the  agents  of  Lorenzo  of  Me- 
*^  dicis,  not  a  prince  of  mean  abilities,  carried  on  Jiis 
**  trade."  And  thus,  alfo,  the  corrupted  viceroys  of  Indi^ 
conduced  the  trade  of  the  kings  of  Portugal. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  the  confequences  of  the  above  are 
inapplicable,  for  a  regal  monopoly  of  revenue,  and  not  of 
trade,  is  our  author's  fyftem.  His  fyftem  is  held  forth  as 
fuch  indeed,  yet  we  apprehend  its  confequences  would  be 
the  fame.  A  hoftile  country,  of  vaft  extent,  bridled  and 
awed,  and  the  revenue  of  an  immenfe  territory,  governed 
by  the  troops  and  officers  of  a  diftant  fovereign,  is  fome- 

thing 
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thing  CTcrfiiingiT  like  the  Pcitngizcie  pUn.  The  ooaib- 
qnecccs  of  the  Foitugnefe  fTtkem,  tbcrcfbre:,  leqne  oar 
firicleft  aiteodiHi. 

Tbe  Fortiigiie&  viceroys,  it  may  be  iaLd»  were  ailxtmy^ 
and  gOTcmcd  by  do  code  of  known  lavs  :  and  the  ofEoers 
of  a  Bridih  forereign  will  not  be  anncd  wi:b  fucb  power. 
Yet  our  anchor  is  of  o{Mnion  that  tiie  lerrancs  of  dKlncfia 
company  affume  fnch  power,  and  ihat  it  is  omfkuhjmBfi^ 
to  expect  they  would  not.     Monopoly,  he  fays,  is  tfae  m- 
teieft  of  a  company  and  its  ienrants.     A  free  trader  and 
rerenee  b  the  intcreft  of  a  forereign.    Bat  does  it  £dUow, 
as  oor  author's  argnmcnt  implies,  that  fuch  is  the  intereft 
of  his  ferrants  alfb  ?     By  no  means.     We  may  weii  en- 
quire, what  is  that  wonderful  Tirtue,  edlential  to  oor  au- 
thor's argument,  which  is  conferred  by  the  royal  com- 
mifEon ;  that  Tinoe,  which  would  correct  all  the  fclfiih 
pafiions  wiiicb  influence  the  clerks  of  a  counting-houfe, 
and  would  fare  the  poppies  and  the  rice  of  Becgal  from 
an  untimely  plough  ?     If  the  territory  cf  Briaih  India  is 
to  be  the  king's,  he  rauft  have  men  ia  omce  to  manage  it 
under  him,  and  thefc  will  have  their  private  interefts  to 
ferve,  as  well  2S  the  officers  of  a  company.     Whence, 
then,    are  we   to   expccl  their   iaperior   virtue  ?      Not, 
furely,  from  their  greater  opportunities  cf  extortion,  and 
cf  evading  enquiry. — But  we  Ciail  here  adopt  a  lentence 
frcm  our  author,  (vol  ii.  p.  253.}  onlv  fubititJting  the 
word  k'lng^  where  he  writes  ccunUng-hyafe :    "  Nothing 
"  can  be  more  c^jm^Ltely  fxll/b  than  to  expect  that  the 
**  clerks  of  a  great  king,  at  ten  iko:tfand  miles  d'tfiance^  and 

I  <*  con- 
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f^  confequcntly  almcft  quite  out  offtgbt^  (hould,  upon  9, 
<*  fimple  order  from  their  mafter,  give  up,  at  once,  doing 
«  any  fort  of  bufinefs  upon  their  own  account,  abandon 
"  for  ever  all  hopes  of  making  a  fortune,  of  which  they 
'<  have  the  means  in  their  hands,  and  content  themfelves 
^^  with  the  moderate  falaries  which  their  mailer  allows 
*«  them."— Our  author  puifues  his  argument,  how  the 
fervants  of  a  company  eftablifli  monopolies  of  their  own; 
and  fuch,  attended  with  every  ciroumftance  of  unreftrain- 
ed  enormity,  was  the  conduct  of  the  crown  officers  off 
Portuguefe  Afia. 

The  fuperior  opportunities  of  extortion  and  rapine  en- 
joyed by  the  military  governors  of  a  very  diftant  and  rich 
country,  are  felf-evident.  The  clerks  of  a  crown  office 
have  infinitely  better  opportunities  of  evading  dete£lion, 
and  of  amaffing  perquifites,  than  thofe  of  a  company^ 
Our  author  has  already  been  cited  to  explain  how  the 
fervants  of  a  prince  abufe  their  truft.  **  It  is  perfeftly 
**  indifferent,"  fays  be,  vol.  ii.  p.  255.  "  to  the  fervants 
*«  of  the  India  Company,"  when  they  have  carried  their 
whole  fortune  with  them,  if,  the  day  after  they  left  it, 
<^  the  whole  country  was  fwallowed  up  by  an  earth- 
<^  quake."  And,  in  the  name  of  God,  will  not  fuch  dif- 
after  be  equally  indifferent  to  a  royal  general,  or  a  royal 
cuftom-houfe  officer,  whenever  he  finds  it  convenient  to 
retire  from  India  ? 

But  this  is  not  applicable,  it  may  be  faid,  to  our  au- 
thor's fyftem,  which  is  to  plant  colonies,  like  thofe  of 

America, 
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America,  in  India,  on  purpofe  to  draw  a  revenue  froia 
them ;  and  tlie  profpcrity  of  the  country  will  then  be  the 
intereft  of  the  royal  officers.  But  a  hard  queftion  here 
obtrudes  itfclf ;  Will  it  be  the  defire  of  fixed  refidents  to  ex- 
port a  revenue y  or  to  he  careful  of  it  ?  Though  many  of  the 
Portuguefe  were  natives  of  the  Eaft,  war  was  their  harveft  ; 
and,  like  the  favages  of  Louifiana,  who  cut  down  the  tree 
when  they  defire  the  fruit,  their  rapacity  deftrojed  the 
roots  and  fources  of  revenue.  The  nature  of  their  Ctua- 
tion,  explained  by  our  author  in  the  cafe  of  Lorenzo  of 
Medicis,  vindicates  this  aflertion,  and  every  period  of 
Portuguefe  Afia  enforces  its  truth.  Though  all  the  artil- 
lery of  arguments,  drawn  from  the  abufes  committed  by 
the  fervants  of  a  company,  may  thus,  with  accumulated 
force,  be  turned  againft  the  fervants  of  a  prince ;  argu- 
ments of  deeper  import  ftUl  remain. 

Whenever  a  fociety  emerges  from  what  is  called  the 
Jhepherdjlatey  luxuries  become  its  infeparable  attendants. 
And  imported  luxuries,  however  negledled  and' under- 
valued in  our  author's  eftimate,  offer  not  only  a  plentiful, 
but  the  fafeft  mode  of  taxing  the  wages  of  labour,  the 
profits  of  ftock,  and  the  rent  of  land.  The  induftry  of 
the  manufafturer  and  hufbandman  can  never  thus  be 
impeded  or  injured,  which  they  mod  certainly  are,  for  a 
time,  by  every  new  tax  upon  labour  and  land.  The 
luxuries  imported  by  the  Eaft  India  company  have  afibrd- 
ed  a  revenue  ♦  which  has  been  equal  to  the  land-tax  of 

England. 

♦  The  revenue  paid  by  the  gcods  of  the  company,  and  the  ventures  of 
their  fervants,  together  with  the  former  annual  donation,  have  been  aboye 
two  millions  yearly.     The  land-tax  falls  (hort  of  two  millions. 
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England.  The  queftion  then  is,  whether  would  this 
valuable  revenue  be  diminiflied  or  increafed,  were  every 
port  open,  and  every  adventurer  free  to  fit  out  what 
(hips  he  pleafed,  to  traffic  with  India  ? 

But  were  this  allowed,  what  an  army  of  cuftom-houfe 
officers  muft  there  be  in  waiting  at  every  port  of  the 
kingdom  ?  for  who  knows  what  port  a  veflel  from  India, 
once  in  feven  years,  may  chufe  to  enter  ?  What  a  door 
for  fmuggling  the  luxuries  of  India  would  this  open  ? 
And  we  need  not  add,  what  a  diminution  of  revenue  ! 

Befides  the  great  revenue  which  it  pays,  the  Eaft  India 
Company  forms  one  of  the  moft  aftive  finews  of  the  ftate. 
Public  funds  are  peculiar  to  England.  The  credit  and 
intereft  of  the  nation  depend  upon  their  fupport  *  ;  and 
the  Eaft  India  Company  is  not  the  leaft  of  thefe-  It  has 
often  fupported  government  with  immenfe  loans,  and  its 
continuance  includes  the  promife  of  future  fupport  on  the 
like  emergencies. 

And 


♦  "  The  credit  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation  depend  on  the  fupport  of 
the  public  funds— While  the  annuities,  and  intereft  for  money  advanced,  is 
there  regularly  paid,  and  the  principal  infured  by  both  prince  and  people^ 
(a  fecurity  not  to  be  had  in  other  nations,)  foreigners  will  lend  us  their  pro- 
pcrty,  and  ail  Europe  be  interefted  In  our  welfare  :  the  paper  of  the  companies 
will  be  converted  into  money  and  mercliandize,  and  Great  Britain  can  never 
want  cafli  to  carry  her  fchemes  into  execution.  In  other  nations,  credit  is 
founded  on  the  word  of  the  prince,  if  a  monatchy ;  or  on  that  of  the  people, 
if  a  repuUic ;  but  here  it  is  eftabliflied  on  the  interefts  of  both  prince  and 
people,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  fecurity."——    CutkrU. 
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And  muft  this  ftupendous  and  important  fabric  be  de« 
molifliedy  to  make  way  for  an  ♦  untried  theory  f 

For  a  free  trade,  which,  while  it  encreafed  our  im- 
ported luxuries,  would  greatly  diminifli  the  revenue  which 
arifes  from  them: 

For  a  trade  which  would  injure  our  own  f  manu&c- 
tures,  were  the  prefent  reftri£tions  abolilhed : 

For  a  trade  which  could  not  be  eftabliflied  In  India, 
for  many  years,  and  which,  perhaps,  b  in  its  nature  im- 
practicable : 

«  For  a  tranfition,  which,  though  poflible,  muft  be 
<^  attended  with  innumerable  difficulties,  coniidering 
«<  what  convulfions,  even  the  fmalleft  ftroke  of  legiflative 
*^  authority  upon  private  property  generally  produces, 
**  notwithftanding  all  the  precautions  which  may  be  J 
«  ufcd:'' 

For 

*  **  In  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  additional  props  and  balances  will  often 
become  neceflary.  That  of  pulling  down  a  whole  edifice,  to  ered  a  new 
building,  generally  ends  in  the  def^rudion  of  the  community,  and  always 
leads  to  convulfions  which  no  one  couM  forefee."  See  Governor  Johnft(»ie*s 
TCbougbti  on  our  ^cqulfit'iom  In  the  Eajl  Ind'ui, 

f  Silks,  muflins,  callicoes,  embroidery,  cottons,  toys,  and  many  of  the 
Indian  manufadures,  would  greatly  injure  thofe  of  this  country,  were  a  firec 
importation  allowed.  The  v^oven  manufadures  of  India,  imported  by  the 
company,  are  reftridcdto  foreign  markets. 

X  This  fentence  in  inverted  commas  is  from  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
Thought i  on  our  j^cqulfitions  in  the  Eaft  Indies — written  by  Governor  John- 
flone. 
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For  a  fyftem,  which  muft  render  the  fovcreign  the  mili- 
tary defpot  of  an  immenfe  and  rich  *  territory^,  and  make 
him  the  fole  mader  of  an  unctmftitutional  revenue.  A  re* 
venue,  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  corrupt  miniftry,  would 
eafily  defeat  the  nobleft  check  againft  arbitrary  power 
provided  by  the  Britifli  conftitution,  the  right  of  taxation 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

America,  paffively  fubmiffive  at  the  feet  of  a  junto  in 
power,  could  not,  for  feveral  centuries,  afford  the  means 
of  corruption,  which  India,  already  deeply  enflaved,  would 
freely  yield,  for  at  leaft  a  few  years. 

In  every  probability,  for  only  a  few  years — however 
highly  our  author  may  think  of  the  great  and  permanent 
revenue  of  the  fovereign ;  and  however  he  may  defpife 
the  little  and  tranfttory  profit  of  the  merchant,  we  will 
venture  to  fupport  the  very  oppofite  opinions. 

Our  author  laments,  that  merchants  will  never  confider 
thcmfelves  as  fovereigns,  when  they  have  really  become 

fuch. 

*  '*  The  immenfe  power  which  would  be  added  to  the  crown,  by  our  do- 
minions in  the  Bail  filing  immediately  under  its  management,  muft  be  a 
ferious  confideration,  with  every  one  who  believes  the  preponderating 
weight  which  that  part  of  the  conftitution  already  poffeflesj  and  who 
wifhcs,  at  the  fame  time,  to  preferve  the  juft  balance.  Every  intelligent 
mind  muft  forefcc  the  immenfe  additional  influence  that  would  accrue,  by 
the  command  of  fuch  a  nuntber  of  troops,  the  admlniftration  of  fuch  ex- 
tenfive  revenues,  and  the  difpofal  of  fo  many  offices.  The  author  of  thefc 
refiedions  is  perfuaded,  we  might  exped  the  fame  efFeds  that  followed  the 
annexation  of  the  rich  orders  of  St.  lago,  Calatrava,  and  Alcantara,  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  j  which,  a  celebrated  Spanifh  hiftorian  fays,  contributed  more 
towards  enflaving  that  country,  than  all  the  other  infidious  arts  and  expedients 
of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella."    Gov,  JobnPime*i  Thoughts,  &€•  ^ 

Vol.  I.  q 
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fadu    Commerce  was  defpifed,  and  fovereignty  was  t&e 
ambition  of  the  Portuguefe.     Immenfe  extenfion  of  domi- 
nion, greatly  fuperior  to  the  iettlements  of  both  the  Dutch 
and  Englifli,  became  therefore  their  obje£l :  and  onconi- 
mercialy  often  unjoft  wars,  naturaKj  followed  this  feareh 
for  revenue.     And  tlus  fyftem  as  naturally  produced  the 
deepeft  nun.    Wars  after  wars  will  ever  be  produced  by 
a  fovereignty  afliuned  in  a  diftant  region.    The  SpanUh 
method  of  exdrpation  is  the  only  preventive.     Some 
territory  is  neceflary  to  fettlements  in  India.    But  fuch 
extenfion  as  would  deprefs  the  grand  fyftem  of  the  Indian 
commerce,  muft,  like  the  Portuguefe  fovereignty,  end  in 
ruin.     The  plan  of  fovereignty  diredlly  leads  to  war  with 
the  jealous  nadves  of  India*    Such  revenue,  therefore, 
cannot  be  permanent ^  and  moft  probably  will  not  be  greai 
iot  a  length  of  years..  Our  author  upbraids  the  India  com* 
pany,  becaufe  their  colonies  in  India  are  not  fo  populous 
and  thriving  as  thofe  in  America.     But  were  the  Indian 
colonies  as  fafe  from  the  natives,  as  his  fcheme  of  uncon- 
ne£led  fettlers  requires;  as  populous,  and  their  revenue 
as  greats  as  his  idea  of  perfection  may  poffibly  include, 
how  long  would  he  insure  the  permanency  of  their  revenue 
againft  the  interruption  of  a  revolt  or  rebellion^  or  fuch 
colonies  themfelves  from  a  fudden  and  final  difmember'^ 
ment  .^— Alas !  at  this  prefent  hour  we  feel  a  moft  melan- 
choly proof  of  the  difficulties   and   difappointments  of 
raifing  a  revenue  in  a  diftant  country.     May  God  never 
curfe  Great  Britain,  by  fixing  her  views  and  hopes  on 
fuch  diftant,  fuch  little  and  tranfitory  fupporc ! 


If 
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If  properly  watched  and  defended,  if  not  facrificea  to 
the  dreams  and  dotage  of  theory,  the  grand  machine  of 
her  commerce  will  ever  render  Great  Britain  both  prof- 
perous  and  formidable.  In  this  grand  machine  the  Eaft 
India  Company  forms  a  principal  wheel.  The  concentered 
fuppriit  which  it  givfes  to  thfe  ptiblic  credit  %  the  vaft  dnd 
HOST  RATIONAL  hotju  tax  which  its  imported  luxuries 
afibrd,  a  ta*  utrhich  forms  a  conJHtutional  fource  of  reve- 
nue, ever  in  our  own  hands,  never  to  be  afle£led  by  the 
politics  pf  diftant  colonies ;  the  popUlatioh  which  it  gires 
to  the  mother  country^  by  the  domeftic  induftry  employed 
iipon  the  ftaple  *  commodities  which  it  exports ;  and  the 

eflential 

•  The  firft  foiircd  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  howcvfer  heglefted  in  onr  au- 
^hor*s  eftimate,  moil  cehalnly  confi^ls  in  its  ftaples  \  and  the  plenty  of  thefe, 
and  the  degrees  of  their  impbrtance,  in  adminiitering  to  the  wants  and  de. 
itfrcs  of  mankind,  fix  the  natural  difference  between  the  richer  of  countries. 
And  to  this  fource,  the  labour  neceffal-y  to  fit  theife  ftaplcs  to  their  refpeAive 
ufes,  is  dependent  and  fecohdslry,  if  the  fruit  may  be  called  dependent  on,  and 
iccondary  to  the  root  of  the  tree.  It  is  therefore  the  great  duty  of  the  (latefman 
to  proteft,  dired  and  cherifh  the  manufaAure  of  ftaples  $  and  by  making 
cbloniei  contribute  to  thi^  purpOfe,  he  produces  the  natural,  advantageous, 
and  permanent  ufe  of  foreign  acquifition.  This,  however,  is  fo  far  from 
being  a  part  of  our  author*s  fyftem,  that  he  even  reprobates  the  idea,  that 
the  legifiature  ihould  give  any  protection  or  diredion  to  any  branch  of  ma« 
nufa^ure.  He  calls  it  a  power  with  which  no  mini/ler  c^n fafely  be  truftd. 
Vol.  ii.  p.  3^.  ^'  It  is,"  he  fays,  '<  in  fome  meafure  to  dired  people  in  what 
manner  they  ought  to  employ  their  capitals,"  of  which,  he  tells  us,  p.  35. 
they  are  much  better  judges  than  any  iUtefman  or  lawgiver.  Nay,  he  even 
aflerts,  p.  37,  &c.  that  were  any  branch  of  manufaCiure,  for  he  excepts 
none,  to  faJl  into  utter  decay,  by  the  freedom  of  foreign  importation,  the 
country  would  lofe  nothing  by  it.  The  manufadurers,  he  owns,  might 
fuftain  the  lofs  of  their  tools  and  f  workshops,  bu^  they  would  immediately 

turn 

-f  Some  people  are  apt  to  apprehend  the  greateft  inconveniency,  from 
fetting  a  number  of  artificers  adrift  in  fearch  of  new  employment.  But 
this  is  nothing,  according  to  our  author,  who  tell  us,  that  100,000  (bldiers 
and  feamen^  difcharged  at  the  laft  peace,  immediatily  found  employment. 

qa  Vtry 
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eScnnal  balance  of  trade  giren  2ad  fecmed  by  die  export- 
ation of  iis  imports,  are  the  great  and  permanent  ccmfe- 


tnm  tbe!r  capitals  tad  Icdcilry  into  othn-  channels,  w!uc!i  would  beof  eqtial 
adrantage  to  their  cccctrj.  Sxr,  £ct!jcr,  rcvemmeBt  boaoty  to  the  iotio- 
di^ioa  of  a  dsw  manocidiiir  is  hwtnil ;  tor  that  vnXL  ^'^-ihiiih  the  i 
DOCy  and,  of  canfcqcesccy  the  narlTf-il  capital,  p.  3S. 

Thus  feys  thcocy.  Bet  let  it  he  aiksd,  if  bnocbes  of  ocr  1 
■mft  thss,  fa  the  good  of  the  natioo,  be  (uScrtd  to  hH  inco  decaf,  wine 
roiifl  bcccsis  of  the  iLapkSy  for  ocr  author  exc^p^  00  matoials,  npoB 
which  the  afcax»!oiied  mancfadure  was  employed  ?  Their  former  YahK  ndl 
be  greatly  diminifhed,  if  fold  onworiced  to  foreigiiiers  ;  and  if  nofiild,  anifai- 
lated.  And  t!i3&  the  national  capital  will  be  mo^  ef  ednally  injiiicd.  Cor 
author  talks  very  confidently  of  the  eafe  with  which  individiiak  w3  find  a 
proper  neld  for  their  iodoftry  ;  bat,  iurdj,  where  a  nambcr  of  the  ftaplrtMr 
thus  reduced,  the  field  for  dtm^ic  indcftry  mnft  be  proportioodbly  nar- 
rowed 5  for  I*  li  hard  ti  kjLt  hrizis  %cii:hatS Jtrcw.  «*  Erery  individaaly  fiqfs 
**  oor  author,  p.  %%•  is  continually  exerting  himfelf  to  find  out  tiie  moft 
'<  advanugious  employment  for  whatever  capital  he  cm.  command.** 
But  this  pofition,  abfcluteiy  r.eccfiary  to  our  autoor^s  fyflem,  we  flai^ 
deny.  There  is  cot  only  a  torpor  on  the  general  mind  of  fiich  diftnds  as 
are  ignorant  of  commerce,  which  requires  to  be  routed  into  adion  by  thofe 
of  fuperlor  intelligence ;  but  there  is  abo  a  (lubcom  attachment  in  fiich 
minds  to  their  ancient  ufage^,  which  half  a  cer.tury  can  hardly  remore. 
Our  author  might  have  fcen  both  this  flupor  and  obdinacy  firongly  ezem- 
pLfied  in  the  vaft  difficulty  of  introducing  modem  agriculture  into  a  certain 
country.  But,  "  No  regulation  of  commerce,  favi  he,  p.  \b.  can  increaietbe 
**  quantity  of  induftry  in  any  fociety  beyond  what  its  capital  can  maintain.** 
Jt  is  our  author^s  great  leading  principle,  that  no  nation  ought  to  attempt 
any  branch  either  of  manufadure  or  commerce,  till  its  capital  be  ripe  for 
fuch  branch  ;  and  till  foch  time,  it  is  their  Intereft,  he  fays,  to  buy  the  arti- 
cles cf  fuch  branches  from  tlielr  neighbours.     But  here  let  it  be  aiked,  how 

is 

Very  true,  for  the  labourer  took  to  his  fpade,  the  taylor  to  his  needk,  the 
ihoe-maker  to  his  awl,  and  the  feaman  to  the  merchant  fervice.  But  were 
only  io,coo  weavers  thrown  out  of  employ,  the  cafe  would  be  widely  al- 
tered. But  the  certainty  of  finding  an  urknyivr.  employment,  fully  as  advan- 
tageous as  the  branch  ferfeclly  kr&Tvr.y  forms  a  part  of  our  author*s  fyftem. 
It  was  sijilly  nthr,  he  tells  us,  vol.  ii.  p.  136.  to  defend  Portugal,  laft  war, 
for  the  fake  of  its  trade.  Had  that  trade  been  loft,  fays  he,  it  would  only  have 
thrown  the  Portugucfe  merchants  out  of  bufinefi  for  a  year  or  two,  till  they 
found  out  as  good  a  method  of  employing  their  capitals.  Some  politicians 
have  thought,  the  more  channels  of  commerce,  the  more  fuccefs  ^  but  our 
author  does  not  care  how  many  were  fiiut  up ;  for  this  good  reafon,  new 
ones  ZTtptre  to  be  found*  But  this  is  like  knockiog  a  man  down,  bccavfe  he 
is  fure  to  get  up  again . 


PORTUGUESE   ASIA.  ccxlv 

quences  of  the  commercial  fyftcm,  confequcnces  which 
can  never  arife  from  the  importation  of  the  greateft  revenue. 
And  foon  would  all  thefe  advantages  be  loft,  were  the 
India  G>,mpany  to  relinquiih  the  mercantile  charadler, 
and,  according  to  our  author's  *  plan,  afiume  that  of  the 

foveveign. 

is  the  capital  to  be  Increafed  in  this  ftate  of  torpor  ?  Elizabeth,  z^d  fome  of 
her  predeceflbrs,  imagined  that  bounties  and  regulations  of  commerce 
would  roufeto  adlion,and  thence  to  the  increafe  of  capital.  At  great  expence 
they  introduced  the  manufactures  of  the  comment  into  their  own  domi- 
nlom.  And  hence  England  became  what  Hat  noyr  is.  But  a  view  of  the 
ftate  of  our  author^s  native  country  will  bring  his  theory  to  the  fulled 
and  faireft  trial.  According  to  his  fyftem,  Scotland  ouglit'  to  be  the  moh 
Aourilhing  commercial  country  in  Europe  ;  for  certain  it  is,  and  he  himfelf 
often  tells  it,  that  the  trade  of  North  Britain  is  under  much  fewer  regulations 
and  reftriftions  than  that  of  England,  H6lland,  or  any  of  her  commercial 
neighbours.  There  was  a  time,  indeed^  before  and  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  her  Jamefes  aflfumed  the  unjafe  truft  of  direfting  the  channels  of  in- 
daftry  ;  when  they  peniioned  foreign  artificers  to  JTettle  in.  their  kingdom, 
and  made  regulations  of  commerce.  The  confequence  was,  the  Scots  were 
the  mailers  of  their  own  fifherles,  and  the  ihipping  of  Scotland  were  then 
gteatly  fuperior  to  their  prefent  number.  Soon  after,  however,  our  author's 
plan,  that  government  fhould  leave  every  fubjeft  to  the  courfe  of  his  own 
induftry,  took  place,  in  the  fullefl  latitude.  And  the  confequence  of  go- 
vernment ceafing  to  watch  over  and  direft  the  channels  of  commerce,  as 
fully  appeared.  The  Scottifh  navy  fell  into  deep  decline  j  and  their  fiftiery, 
perhaps  the  moft  valuable  in  the  f  world,  was  feized  by  thofe  monofoUfts  the 
Dutch,  who  now  enjoy  it.  A  moft  excellent  proof  how  the  unencouraged 
and  undvrtEied  Scots  turned  their  capitals  and  induftry  to  the  beft  advantage ! 
NegleAed  by  govemnwnt,  the  Scottifti  commerce  long  and  deeply  languUh. 
ed,  till  Mr.  Pelham,  of  late,  endeavoured  to  roufe  it  into  adlion.  But  the 
people  ftill  follow  our  author's  precept,  of  buying,  from  their  neighbours, 
the  greateft  part  of  the  manufaftures  they  ufe.  And  the  confequence  of  all 
IS,  many  thoufands  of  the  Scots  find  a  field  for  their  ingenuity  and  induftry 
in  every  commercial  country  of  the  world,  except  in  their  own, 

•  Yet,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  our  author,  vol.  il.  p.  415.  condemns  the 
Eaft  India  Company  for  adopting  the  ideas  of  fovereigns.  It  has  made 
them  bad  traders,  he  there  fays,  and,  he  adds,  has  almoft  brought  them 
to  bankruptcy. 

f  Of  fuch  value  Is  this  fifliery,  that  the  arrival  of  the  firft  fleet  of  bufles  Js 
celebrated  in  Holland  with  public  rejoicings,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Egyp- 
tians on  the  overflow  of  the  Nile. 

q  3 
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fovereign.  Nor  can  we  take  leave  of  our  author,  witlt* 
out  remarking,  that  he  has  been  rather  unhappy  in  fixing 
upon  .the  Portuguefe  as  his  favourites.  His  three  great 
ireafons  for  thi^  predile£lion  a|re  *  obyious  i  wd  that  thef<^ 
reafon^  were  extremely  rafli  and  ill-founded,  is  alfo  equally 
evident.  His  reafons  are — the  Portuguefe  had  no  ex- 
clufive  African  or  Indian  companies — A  mod:  unlucky 
miftake !     And 

The  population  and  revenue  of  the  Portuguefe  colonies 
are  cxz€tlj  in  the  fpirit  of  his  fyftem. 

But  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  fuffered  the  fevered  evil; 
from  its  vain  foyereignty  of  India  5  and  the  exduCve  com« 
panics  of  England  and  Holland,  hpwever  reprobated  by 
our  author,  have  long  been,  and  (till  are,  by  their  vaft 
commerce^  of  the  moft  eflential  advantage  to  their  mothei; 
countries. 

Having  thus  followed  our  author's  argument  for  layiqg 
open  the  India  trade,  through  every  gradation  of  his  rea- 
foning,  a  retrofpedl  may  not  now  perhaps  be  improper. 

■      He 

•  According  to  our  aythor,  vol.  U.  p.  »48.  it  is  owing  to  t&tf  genius  of  ex* 
eJuJi've  companies  that  the  colonies  of  other  nations  in  India  have  been  lefg  po- 
pulous than  thofe  of  Portugal.  He  ivbo  reads  this  'work,  however,  will  find 
another  caufe  for  the  Portuguefe  population;  and  never  were  any  colonies 
fo  vexed  with  monopolies  within  monopolies,  as  thofe  of  Portuguefe  Afia. 
Our  author,  with  the  fame  knowledge  of  his  fubje^k,  always  reprefents 
the  Portuguefe  colonies  as  of  more  advantage  to  the  mother  country  thah 
thofe  of  England  in  America.  The  latter,  he  fays,  "  have  been  a  fource 
**  of  expence  and  not  of  revenue.  But  the  Portuguefe  colonies  have  contri* 
*«  buted  revenue  towards  the  defence  of  the  mother  country^  or  the  fyppocjb 
'*  of  her  civil  government."— Vol.  U.  p.  194. 
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He  founds  his  argument  on  the  abfolute  pemicioufnefs 
of  all  monopolies,  in  every  circumftance :  the  fafety  o£ 
laying  open  the  Eafl:  India  trade,  he  aflerts,  izfufficiently 
iemonfirated  by  the  experience  of  the  Portuguefe.  Were 
the  exclufive  India  companies  aboliflied,  European  mer- 
chants, he  fays,  would  voluntarily  fettle  in  India,  by 
whom  every  office  of  fadorfliip  would  be  difcharged. 
And  where  forts  are  neceffary,  thefc  and  the  fcttlements, 
he  aflerts,  would  be  mofl:  advantageous  and  profperous 
under  the  immediate  prote£tion  of  the  fovereign.  In 
fupport  of  this  lad  argument,  he  appeals  to  the  abufes 
committed  by  the  fervants  of  a  company.  And  the  ad« 
vantages  which  he  deduces  from  his  fyftem,  arc,  a  free 
trade  with  India,  in  which  every  fubjed  may  employ  his 
capital,  and  the  importation  of  a  royal  revenue  \  which 
laft  circumftance  he  ellimates  as  of  infinitely  more  real 
importance  than  all  the  benefits  refulting  from  commerce. 
But  we  have  proved,  by  hiftorical  evidence,  that  mono- 
polies and  exclufive  aflbciations  were  abfolutely  neceflTary 
in  the  infancy  of  trade,  and  that  their  efie£ls  were  rapid^ 
pxjtenfive,  and  highly  profpcrou$.  We  have  Hkewife 
brought  demonftration,  both  from  the  hiflory  an4  tho 
archives  of  Portugal,  confirmed  by  every  principle  of 
Spanifli  or  Portuguefe  commerce,  that  his  appeal  to  the 
experience  of  the  Portugueie  is  founded  upon  a  moft  egre- 
gious and  capital  error.  Every  page  of  the  hiftory  of 
Portuguefe  Afia,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  In4ia,  demon- 
ftrate  the  impoffibility  of  the  fcheme  of  unconnected  and 
unproteftcd  fettlers.  And  from  the  example  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe, confirmed  by  every  experiencci  certain  it  is 

q  4  that 
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that  ereiy  argument  againft  the  fervants  of  a  company, 
may  be  turned^  with  redoubled  force,  againft  the  officers 
of  a  crown.  And  were  even  this  fyftem,  whofe  bafis  is 
overturned  by  hiftorical  fa£ls,  were  it  even  founded  on 
truth,  the  confequences  which  he  deduces  from  it  are 
neither  certain  nor  advantageous.  By  an  appeal  to  unde- 
niable principles,  we  have  held  up  to  view  the  unavoid- 
able difadvantages  ♦  of  laying  open  the  Indian  commerce; 
and  from  other  principles,  equally  fixed  and  evident,  it 
amounts  to  demonftration,  that  a  defpotic  revenue,  nuled 
in  a  diftant  country,  muft  ever  be  produdive  of  war, 
tranfitory,  unconftitutional,  and  dangerous.  On  the  con* 
trary,  we  have  evinced,  that  the  benefits  arifing  from  the 
commerce  of  India,  on  the  great  principles  of  its  prefent 
eftablifhment,  are  important,  domeftic,  and  permanent. 
In  an  aufpicious  trade,  therefore,  we  muft  fubmit  to  that 
neceffity  of  circumftances  which  we  cannot  alter;  wc 
muft  not  fliut  our  eyes  againft  the  broad  glare  of  the  light 
of  fafts,  and  amputate  the  limbs,  and  diflocate  the  joints 
of  commerce,  in  order  to  fliorten  or  to  lengthen  it  to  the 
ftandard  of  theory,  as  Procruftes  is  fabled  to  have  fitted 
his  unhappy  captives  to  the  ftandard  of  his  iron  bed. 

Every  inftitutlon  relative  to  man,  is  not  only  liable  to 
corruption,  but,  fuch  is  the  imperfeftion  of  human  na- 
ture, is  fure  to  be  corrupted.  Both  the  fervants  of  a  com- 
pany, and  the  officers  of  a  king,  are  liable  to  the  influence 

of 


♦  That  the  India  trade  could  not  be  carried  on,  with  advantage  to  the 
nation,  otherwife  tljan  by  a  company,  is  clearly  proved  by  Sir  Jofiah  Child, 
whofe  arguments  have  had  their  due  v?cight  with  former  parliaments. 
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of  felf*intereft.  But  the  monarches  ear  is  hard  of  accefs, 
and  often  guarded ;  and  the  regulations  of  a  regal  mono* 
foljf  or  defpotic  revenue^  are  variable  at  his  wilL  Appeal 
here  muft  be  hopelefs.  But,  under  a  company,  governed 
bj  fixed  inftitutions,  there  exifts  not  only  a  legal  claim  of 
redrefs,  but  a  legal  right  of  oppofition«  If  errors  and 
corruption,  therefore,  be  natural  to  every  fyftem  of  human 
government,  let  the  fyftem  moft  open  to  infpeQion  and 
corre&ion  be  preferved,  and  let  its  errors  and  comip«> 
tipns  be  corre£led.  And  happily  the  Britifli  parliament 
is  ppffefled  of  the  power  of  fuch  ii^fpeciion  and  correo 
tibtii  and  happily  alfo  fuch  authority  is  the  v^ry  reverfe 
ox  a  regal  power  to  raife  a  foreign  revenue,  this  parlia- 
mentary power  is  conftitutional. 

The  Abbe  Reynal,  in  his  refle&ions  on  the  fate  of  the 
Portuguefe,  informs  his  reader,  that  while  the  court  of 
Lifbon  proje£led  the  difcovery  of  India,  and  expeAed 
inexhauftible  riches,  the  more  moderate  and  enlightened 
forefaw  and  foretold  the  evils  which  would  follow  fuc- 
cefs.  And  time,  fays  he,  the  fupreme  judge  of  politics, 
haftened  to  fulfil  their  predidions.  He,  however,  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  Portuguefe  hiftorians,  muft  per- 
ceive the  errors  of  this  reprefentation.  The  objeclions 
againft  the  voyage  of  Gama,  were  by  no  means  of  the  en- 
lightened kind.  They  were  thefe  :  nothing  but  barren 
defcrts,  like  Lybia,  were  to  be  found  j  or,  if  the  difcover- 
ed  lands  were  rich,  the  length  of  the  voyage  would  render 
it  unprofitable:  or,  if  profitable,  the  introduftion  of 
wealth  would  beget  a  degeneracy  of  manners  fatal  to  the 

kingdom. 
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kingdom.  Foreign  fettlements  would  produce  a  depopa* 
lation  and  negled  of  agriculture ;  or,  if  foreign  colonies 
were  neceflary,  Ethiopia  offered  both  nearer  and  better 
fettlements.  And  the  wrath  of  the  foldan  of  Egypt|  and 
a  combination  of  all  Europe  againft  Portugal,  completed 
the  prophecy  of  the  threatened  evils.  But  it  was  neither 
forefeen  nor  foretold,  that  the  unexampled  mifconduA  of 
the  Portuguefe  would  render  the  mod  lucrative  commerce 
of  the  world  an  heavy,  and  at  lad  infupportable  expence 
pn  the  treafury  of  Lifbon  or  Madrid  j  nor  was  it  foretold, 
that  the  fliamelefs  villainy,  the  faithlefs  piracies  and  ra* 
pine  of  their  countrymen  would  bring  down  deftrudion 
vpon  their  empire.  Of  the  obje£lions  here  enumerated, 
few  arc  named  by  our  author.  Nor  does  the  evil  of  the 
increafe  of  wealth,  the  depopulation  and  negledi  of  agri- 
culture, which  he  mentions  as  the  confequences  of  the 
jiavigation  to  India,  do  honour  to  the  political  wifdomj 
cither  of  thofe  who  foretold  them,  or  of  thofe  who  adopt 
the  opinion.  The  great  population  of  Holland  arifcs 
from  Its  naval  trade  ;  and  had  the  fcience  of  commerce 
been  as  well  underftood  at  the  court  of  Lifbon  as  at 
Amfterdam,  Portugal,  a  much  finer  country,  had  fbon 
become  more  populous,  and  every  way  more  flourifliing 
than  Holland  is  now. 

Mines  of  gold,  though  moft  earneftly  defircd,  are  the 
lead  valuable  parts  of  foreign  acquifition.  The  produce 
of  mines,  like  the  importation  of  revenue,  neither  puts 
into  motion,  nor  cheriflies  domeftic  induftry.  To  en- 
creafe  the  population  of  the  mother  country  is  the  only 
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lead  wealth ;  and  this  can  only  be  attained  by  increafing 
|he  means  of  employment,  in  fuch  manner  as  will  natur 
rally  infpire  the  fpirit  of  induftry.    The  ftaple  common 
dities  of  a  country  muft  therefore  be   manufa£lured  at 
home,  and  from  hence,  agriculture  will  of  neceiBty  be 
improved.    He,  therefore,  who  foretels  the  ncgleSt  of 
agriculture  on  the  increafe  of  commerce,  foretels  an  event 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  things ;  and  nothing  but  an  in- 
fatuation, which  cannot  at  a  diftance  be  forefeen,  may 
poffibly  fulfil  the  prcdidion-   .To  export  the  domeftic 
manufa&ure,   and  import  the  commodities  of  foreign 
countries,  are  the  great,  the  only  real  ufes  of  forrign 
fettlements.     But  did  Spain   and  Portugal  derive  thefe 
advantages  from  their  immenfe  acquifitions  in  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  ?     Every  thing  contrary.    The  gold  of  Mexico 
and  Peru  levied  the  armies  of  Charles  V.  but  eftabliflied 
fa  encouraged  no  trade  in  his  kingdom.     Poverty  and 
depopulation,  therefore,  were  not  the  natural  cpqfequences 
of  the  difcoveries  of  Columbus ;  but  the  certain  refult  of 
the  evil  policy  of  Spain.     We  have  feen  how  the  traCEc 
of  India  was  managed  by  Portugal.    That  commerce, 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  maritime  ftrength  of  the 
Mohammedan  powers,  and  which  enriched  Venice,  was 
not  only  all  in  the  power  of  the  Portuguefe ;  but  it  was 
ikeirs  alfo  to  purchafe  that  traffic  on  their  own  terms, 
with  the  commodities  of  Europe.     But  fovereignty,  with 
its  revenue,  and  not  commerce,  was  the  fole  objefl  of 
the  Portuguefe  ambition. 

Many 
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Many  hare  pronounced,   diat  tlie   fame  erils  whidi 
overwhelmed  the  Portuguefe,  arc  ready  to  boxft  upon  the 
BritHh  empire.     Ignorance  of  the  true  prinopics  of  com« 
merce,  diat  great  caufe  of  the  fall  of  the  Pom^nefe  em- 
pircy  does  not  at  prefent,  however,  threaten  the  Brmlh  ; 
nor  is  the  only  natoral  reafbn  of  that  £dl  apjdicaUe  to 
Great  Britam.     The  territOFy  of  Portngal  is  too  finalt  to 
be  the  head  of  fo  cxtenCve  an  empire  as  once  owned  its 
anthority.     Aniiliaries  may  occafionally  affift ;  but  per- 
manency of  dominion  can  only  be  xnf ured  by  native  troops. 
The  numerous  garri£oDS  of  Portngal  in  Brazil,  in  Africa, 
and  Afia,  required  more  fupplies  than  the  uncommerda! 
iieat  of  empire  could  a&rd,  without  depriving  iticlf  oi 
defimce  in  cafe  of  invafion.    In  the  event,  thef<»eign 
garriibns  were  loft  for  want  of  fupplies ;  and  the  teat  of 
empire,  on  the  fhock  of  one  difafter,  fell  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  ofvpation  of  Spain.     Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary, 
by  the  appointment  of  nature,    reigns  the  commercial 
emprcfSs  of  the  world.     The  unrivalled  iiland  is  neither 
too  large  nor  too  fmall.     Ten  millions  of  iidiabitants  are 
naturally  fufficient  to  afford  armies  to  defend  themfelves 
againil  the  greatcft  power ;  nor  is  fuch  radical  ftrength 
liable  to  fall  afunder  by  its  own  weight.     Neither  is  na- 
ture lefs  kind  in  the  variety  of  the  climate  of  the  Britifli 
iHes.     That  variety  in  her  diir::reDt  provinces  alike  con- 
tributes to  the  production  of  her  invaluable  fcaples  and 
hardy  troops.     Won  and  defended   from   the  Moham- 
medans in  wars  eftecmcd  religious,  the  circumftanccs  of 
Ponugal  produced  a  high  and  ardent  fpirit  of  chivahry, 
which  raifed  her  to  empire  j  but  when  fuccefs  gave  a 
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relaxation  to  the  aftion  of  this  fpirit,  the  general 
ignorance  and  corruption  of  all  ranks  funk  her  into  ruin. 
The  circumftances  of  the  Britifh  empire  are  greatly  dif- 
ferent. Her  military  fpirit  is  neither  cherifhed  by,  nor 
dependent  upon,  caufes  which  exift  in  one  age  and  not 
in  another.  Nor  is  the  increafe  of  wealth  big  with  fuch 
evils  as  fome  efteem.  Portugal  did  not  owe  her  fall  to 
it,^  for  flie  was  not  enriched  by  the  commerce  of  India. 
If  Great  Britain  ever  fuffer  by  enormous  wealth,  it  mud 
be  by  a  general  corruption  of  manners.  This,  ho^yever, 
is  infinitely  more  in  the  power  of  government  than  the 
many  furmife.  To  remedy  an  evil,  we  muft  trace  its 
fource.  And  never  was  there  national  corruption  of  man- 
ners, which  did  not  flow  from  the  vices  and  errors  of 
government.  Where  merit  is  the  only  paflport  to  pro- 
motion, corruption  of  manners  cannot  be  general.  Where 
the  worthlefs  can  purchafe  the  offices  of  truft,  univerfal 
profligacy  muft  follow.  Mankind,  it  may  be  faid,  are 
liable  to  be  corrupted,  and  wealth  affords  the  opportunity. 
But  this  axiom  will  greatly  miflead  us  from  the  line  of 
truth,  if  taken  in  a  general  fenfe.  The  middle  rank  of 
men  is  infinitely  more  virtuous  than  the  loweft.  Pro- 
fligacy of  manners  is  not,  therefore,  the  natural  confe- 
quence  of  affluence ;  it  is  the  accident  which  attends  a 
vulgar  mind,  in  whatever  external  fituation.  And  when 
vulgar  minds  are , preferred  to  theliigh  offices  of  church 
or  ftate,  it  is  the  negligence  or  wickednefs  of  government, 
and  not  the  increafe  of  wealth,  which  is  the  fource  of  the 
national  corruption.  Some  articles  of  traffic  have  an  evil 
influence  on  a  people.    But  neither  is  this  in  juftice  to 

be 
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be  charged  on  the  increafe  of  national  trade.  The  trad 
principled  of  commerce^  on  the  contrary,  require  the 
reftrididn  of  many  *,  and  perhaps  the  prohibition  of  fome 
articled .  And  ignorance  of  the  true  fpirit  of  commerce^ 
and  negled  in  the  legiflature^  are  therefore  the  real  fources 
of  thefe  evils. 

While  otir  popular  d^claimers  fcfrefed  nothing  but  ruin 
in  the  increafe  of  commerce  and  wealth,  they  overlodk^ 
or  know  not,  the  greateft  danger  to  which  foreign  acqui- 
fition  lies  open,  and  which  it  even  invites;  The  rapacitjr 
of  diftant  governors,  fo  fttongly  exemplified  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  has  a  dire£l  tendency  to  the  prodiiAion  of  erery 
evil  which  can  affe£t  a  commercial  empire.  Every* 
governor  feels  two  objefts  foliciting  his  attention,  obje£l$ 
frequently  incompatible,  at  leaft  not  eafily  to  be  recdn- 
ciled— the  public,  and  his  own  private  intereft.  If  in- 
ftitutions  cannot  be  devifed  to  render  it  the  true  intereft 

of 

♦  Tliat  private  vices,  the  luxury  and  extravagance  of  individuals,  arc 
public  benefits,  has  been  confidently  aflferted,  yet  no  theoretical  paradox  was 
«r\'cr  more  falfe.  Luxuries,  indeed,  employ  many  hands,  but  all  hands  ill 
employment  conduce  not  alike  to  the  fervice  of  the  ftate.  Thofe  employed 
on  the  natural  ftaphsare  of  the  firft  rate  fervice  ;  but  thofe  engaged  on  lux- 
uries  often  require  materials  which  contribute  to  turn  the  balance  of  tnd6 
againft  the  country  where  they  rcfide  ;  and  as  the  fale  of  their  labours  de- 
pends upon  falhion  and  caprice,  not  upon  the  real  wants  of  life,  they  in 
apt  to  be  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  to  become  a  dangerous  burden  on  the 
commonwealth.  Nor  is  all  wliich  is  fpent  by  individuals  gained,  as  fome 
aflert,  by  the  public.  National  wealth  confifts  of  the  labour  of  the  people, 
added  to  the  value  of  the  materials  laboured  upon.  Every  bankruptcy,' 
therefore,  annihilates  t!ie  value  of  as  much  labour  as  its  deficiency  of  pay- 
ment amounts  to ;  and  thus  the  public  is  injured.  Nor  is  this  all ;  where 
private  luxury  is  cheriOied  as  a  public  benefit,  a  national  corruption  of  man- 
ners, the  moft  dreadful  political  difeafe,  will  be  fure  to  prevail,  furc  to  re. 
doce  the  moft  flourishing  kingdom  to  the  moft  critical  weakncfs. 
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of  governors,  to  make  that  of  the  public  their  firft  care, 
{lability  cannot  be  prefervcd.    The  voluntary  poverty  of 
Albuquerque  and  of  Nunio  was  nobly  adapted  to  the  high 
and  romantic  ideas  of  Spanxfli  honour ;  and  without  doubt 
had  a  wide  effe£t.     But  no  government  has  a  right  to  re- 
quire fuch  an  example }  and  in  Britifh  India  it  would  be 
ufelefs  and  abfurd,  for  we  have  no  vifionary  principles 
on  which  it  could  poflibly  operate.     Ht  who  devotes  his 
life  to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  merits  a  reward  adequate 
to  his  ftation.     An  eftimate  of  the  reward  which  true 
policy  will  give,   may  be  drawn  from  the  fate  of  the 
Dutch  fcttlement  at  Brazil.    Prince  Maurice  of  Naffau, 
the  general  of  a  Dutch  Weft  India  company,  expelled  the 
Portuguefc  from  one  half  of  this  rich   and   extenfivc 
country.     In  reward  of  his  fervice  he  was  appointed 
governor ;  but  his  mercantile  matters,  earneft  for  imme- 
diate gain,  and  ignorant  of  what  was  neceflfary  for  future 
fecurity,  were  offended  at  the  grandeur  in  which  he  lived, 
the  number  of  fortreffes  which  he  built,  and  the  expence 
of  the  troops  which  he  kept.     They  forced  him  by  ill- 
treatment  to  refign,  and  the  ideas  of  the  mere  counting- 
houfe  were  now  adopted.    The  expence  of  troops  and 
of  fortreffes  was  greatly  reduced ;  even  that  of  the  court 
of  juftice  was  retrenched  j  hi  their  commerce  with  their 
new  fubjeds,  every  advantage  of  the  fordid  trader  was 
taken,  and  payment  was  ehforced  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 
Cent,  per  cent,  was  now  divided  in  Holland,  and  all  was 
happy  in  the  idea  of  the  Burgo-mafters,  the  lords  of  this 
colony  5  when  the  Portuguefe,  invited  by  the  defencclefs 
condition,  and  joined  by  the  difcontented  fubjeds  of  the 

Dutch^ 


niiff|»j    <'  ii)<i'.  ■»■]■!  rill   Mijiiin  1^1  ■iin  ^miiii.'ii  i  jiKiri 


THE 


LIFE  OF  LUIS  DE  CAMOENS. 


\^HEN  the  glOFy  of  the  arms  of  Portugal  had  tcached 
its  meridian  fplendour,  nature,  as  if  in  pity  of  the  lite-»' 
rary  rudenefs  of  that  nation,  produced  one  great  poet,  to 
record  the  numberlefs  aftions  of  high  fpirit  performed  by 
his  countrymen.  Except  Oforius,  the  hiftorians  of  Por- 
tugal are  little  better  than  dry  journalifts.  But«  it  is  not 
their  inelegance  which  rendered  the  poet  neceffary.  It 
is  the  peculiar  nature  of  poetry  to  give  a  colouring  to 
heroic  aftions^  and  to  exprefs  an  indignation  againfl;  the 
breaches  of  honour,  in  a  fpirit  which  at  once  feizes  the 
heart  of  the  man  of  feeling,  and  carries  with  it  an  in(lan« 
taneous  convi£lion.  The  brilliant  aftions  of  the  Portu*- 
guefe  form  the  great  hinge  which  opened  the  door  to  the 
moft  important  alteration  in  the  civil  hiftory  of  mankind. 
And  to  place  thefe  aftions  in  the  light  and  enthufiafm  of 
poetry,  that  enthufiafm  which  particularly  aflimilates  the 
youthful  bread  to  its  own  fires,  was  Luis  de  Camoens, 
the  poet  of  Portugal,  born. 

r  a  Diflferent 
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Difierent  cities  claimed  the  honour  of  his  birth.  But, 
accordiog  to  N.  Antonio^  and  Manuel  Conea  his  inti- 
mate friend,  this  erent  happened  at  liibmi,  in  1517. 
His  family  was  of  conCderable  note,  and  originally 
Spamfli.  In  1370,  Vafco  Perez  de  Caamans,  difgufted 
at  the  court  of  Caftile,  fled  to  that  of  lifbon,  where 
king  Ferdinand  immediately  admitted  him  into  hb  conn* 
cilj  and  gaTC  hfln  the  lordfhips  of  Sardoal,  Ponnete^ 
Marano,  Amendo,  and  other  confiderable  lands ;  a  cer- 
tain proof  of  thef  eminence  of  his  rank  and  abilities. 
In  the  war  for  the  fucceiEon,  which  broke  out  on  the 
death  of  Ferdinand,  Caamans  fided  with  die  king  of 
Caftile,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Aljabarrota.  But 
though  John  I.  the  vidlor  feized  a  great  part  of  his  eftate^ 
his  widow,  the  daughter  of  Gonfalo  Tereyro,  grand 
matter  of  the  order  of  Chrift,  and  genend  of  the  Porto- 
guefe  army,  was  not  reduced  beneath  her  rank.  She  had 
three  fons,  who  took  the  name  of  Camoens.  The  family 
cf  the  eldeft  intermarried  with  the  firft  nobility  of 
Portugal,  and  even,  according  to  Caftera,  with  the  blood 
royal.  But  the  family  of  the  fecond  brother,  whofe  for- 
tune Mas  ilender,  had  the  fuperior  honour  to  produce  the 
author  of  the  Luiiad. 

Early  in  his  life  the  misfortunes  of  the  poet  began. 
In  his  infancy,  Simon  Vaz  de  Camoens,  his  father,  com- 
mander of  a  veflel,  was  fliipwrecked  at  Goa,  where,  with 
his  life,  the  greateft  part  of  his  fortune  was  loft.  His 
mother,  however,  Anne  de  Macedo  of  Santarene,  pro- 
vided for  the  education  of  her  fon  Luis  at  the  univcrfity 
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of  Coimbra.  What  he  acquired  there,  his  works  difco* 
vex:  An  intimacy  with  the  clafBcs^  equal  to  that  of  a 
Scaliger^  but  dire£led  by  the  tafte  of  a  Milton  or  a 
Pope, 

When  he  left  the  univerCty,  he  appeared  at  court. 
He  was  handfome  ♦,  had  fpeaking  eyes,  it  is  faid,  and  the 
fined  complexion.  Certain  it  is,  however,  he  was  a  po- 
liflied  fcholar,  which,  added  to  the  natural  ardour  and 
gay  vivacity  of  his  difpofition,  rendered  him  an  ac- 
compliflied  gentleman.  Courts  are  the  fcenes  of  in- 
trigue, and  intrigue  was  fafhionable  at  Lifbon.  Bult  the 
particulars  of  the  amours  of  Camoens  reft  unknown. 
This  only  appears :  He  had  afpired  above  his  rank,  for  he 
was  banifhed  from  the  courts  and,  in  feveral  of  his 
fonnets,  he  afcribes  this  misfortune  to  love. 

He  now  retired  to  his  mother's  friends  at  Santarene. 
Here  he  renewed  his  ftudies,  and  began  his  poem  on  the 
Difcovery  of  India*  John  III.  at  this  time  prepared  an 
armament  againft  Africa.  Camoens,  tired  of  his  inaftive 
pbfcure  life,  went  to  Ceuta  in  this  expedition,  and  greatly 
diftinguilhed  ^is  valour  in  feveral  rencounters.  In  a  na- 
val 

*  The  French  tranflator  gives  us  fo  fine  a  defcription  of  the  perfpn  of 
Camoens,  that  it  feems  to  be  borrowed  from  the  Fairy  Tales.  l\  is  unlver- 
fally  agreed,  however,  that  he  was  handlbme,  and  had  a  mod  engaging  mien 
and  addrefs.  He  is  thus  defcribed  by  Nicolas  Antonio,  ^^  Me£ocn  fiatura 
fuity  et  came  fJena,capillis  ujque  adcroci  colorem  /lavefcentibus^  maxime  Injuvett' 
tute,    Endntbat  et  from^  &  medius  nafus,  catera  longuSf  et  in  fine  (rajpuf* 
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Tal  engagement  with  the  floors,  m  the  ftraits  of  Gibrak 
tar,  in  the  conflifi;  of  boarding  he  was  among  the  fore* 
moft,  and  loft  his  right  eye.  Tet  neither  the  hurrjr  of 
adiual  fervice,  nor  the  diiBpation  of  the  camp,  could 
ftiflc  his  genius.  He  continued  his  Lujiadasy  and  fcvcral 
of  his  moft  beautiful  fonnets  were  written  in  Africai 
while,  as  he  exprefles  it. 

One  hand  the  pen,  and  one  the;  fword  employ'd. 

The  fame  of  his  valour  had  now  reached  the  court,  and 
he  obtained  pcrmiffion  to  return  to  Lifbon.     But  while 
he  folicited  an  eftablifhment  which  he  had  merited  In 
the  ranks  of  battle,  the  malignity  of  evil  tongues,  as  he 
calls  it  in  one  of  his  letters,  was  injuriouily  poured  upon 
him.      Though  the  bloom  of  his  early  youth  was  efiaced 
by  feveral  years  refidence  under  the  fcorching  heavens  of 
Africa,  and  though  altered  by  the  lofs  of  an  eye,  his  pre-- 
fence  gave  uneafinefs  to  the  gentlemen  of  fome  families 
of  the  firft  rank,  where  he  had  formerly  vifited.     Jea- 
loufy  is  the  chara£leriftic  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe ; 
its  refentment  knows  no  bounds  ;  and  Camoens  now  found 
It  prudent  to  banifli  himfelf  from  his  native  country. 
Accordingly,  in  1553,  he  failed  for  India,  with  a  refolu- 
tion  never  to  return.     As  the  fhip  left  the  Tagus,  he  ex- 
claimed, in  the  words  of  the  fepulchral  monument  of 
Scipio  Africanus,  Ingrata  patriae  non  pcffidebis  offa  mea ! 
Ungrateful  country,  thou  (halt  not  poflefs  my  bones! 
but  he  knew  not  what  evils  in  the  Eaft  would  awake  the 
remembrance  of  his  native  fields. 

When 
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When  Cam6en8  arrived  in  India,  An  expedition  was 
ready  to  fail  to  revenge  the  king  of  Cochin  on  the  king 
of  Plmenta.  Without  any  reft  On  (hore  after  his  long 
voyage,  he  joined  this  armament,  and  in  the  conqueft  of 
the  Alagada  iflands,  difplayed  his  ufual  bravery.  But 
his  modefty,  perhaps,  is  his  greateft  praife.  In  a  ibnnet 
he  mentions  this  expedition  :  We  went  to  punifli  the 
king  of  Pimenta,  fays  he,  e  fuccedeones  bent,  and  wejuc^ 
reeded  well.  When  it  is  conGdcred  that  the  poet  bote  no 
inconfiderable  (hare  in  the  viAory,  no  ode  can  conclude 

more  elegantly,  more  happily  than  this. 

.  ■      .  ■  '^ 

In  the  year  following,  he  attended  Manuel  de  Vafcon* 
cello  in  an  expedition  to  the  Red  Sea.  Here,  fays  Faria'^ 
as  Camoens  had  no  ufe  for  his  fword,  he  employed  his 
pen.  Nor  was  his  zQCvntj  confined  in  the  fleet  or  capip. 
He  vifited  Mount  Felix,  and  the  adjacent  inhofpitable 
regions  of  Africa,  which  he  fo  ftrongly  pidiures  in  the 
LuCad,  and  in  one  of  his  little  pieces,  where  he  laments 
the  abfence  of  his  miftrefs. 

When  he  returned  tq  Goa,  he  enjoyed  a  tranquillity 
which  enabled  him  to  beftow  his  attention  on  his  Epic 
Poem.  But  this  ferenity  was  interrupted,  perhaps  by  his 
own  imprudence.  He'  wrote  fomc  fatires  which  gave 
offsnce^  and,  by  order  of  the  viceroy,  Francifco  Barreto, 
he  was  banifhed  to  China. 

Men  of  poor  abilities  are  more  confcious  of  their  em- 
barrafiment  and  errors  than  is  commonly  believed.  When 
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men  of  this  kind  are  in  power,  they  aflfe&  great  (o^ 
lemnitj ;  and  ererj  expreiEon  of  the  mod  diftant  ten- 
dency to  leflen  their  dignity,  is  held  as  the  greateft  of 
crimes.  Omfdous  alfo  how  feverely  the  man  of  genius 
can  hurt  their  intereft,  they  bear  an  inftin£live  antipathy 
againft  him,  are  uneafy  eren  in  his  company^  and,  on 
the  fligbteft  pretence,  are  happy  to  drive  him  from  them. 
Camoens  was  thus  fituated  at  Goa ;  and  never  was  there 
a  fairer  field  for  fatire  than  the  rulers  of  India  at  this 
time  afforded.  Yet,  whatever  efteem  the  prudence  of 
Camoens  may  lofe  in  our  idea,  the  noblenefs  of  his  difpo- 
fition  will  doubly  gain.  And,  fo  confcious  was  he  of 
bis  real  integrity  and  innocence,  that  in  one  of  his  fon^ 
nets  he  wifhes  no  other  revenge  on  Barretp,  than  that 
the  cruelty  of  his  exile  fhould  ever  be  remembered*. 

♦  Caftcra,  who  always  condemns  Camoens,  as  H  guilty  of  iacrHege, 
when  the  fligbteft  reproach  of  a  grandee  appears,  telJs  us,  **  that  pofterity 
*•  by  no  means  enters  into  the  refentment  of  our  poet  j  and  that  the  Por- 
"  tuguefe  hiflorians  make  gbrlous  mention  of  Barrcto,  who  was  a  man  of 
*<  true  merit.'*  The  Portuguefe  hi ftorians,  however,  knew  not  what  true 
merit  was.  The  brutal  uncommercial  wars  of  Sampayo  are  by  them  men- 
tionecj  as  much  more  glorious  than  the  lefs  bloody  campaigns  of  a  Nunio, 
which  eftablirhed  commerce  and  empire*  But  the  actions  of  Barreto  fliall 
be  called  to  witnefs  for  Camoens. 

We  have  already  fcen  his  ruinous  treaty  with  Meale  Can,  which  ended 
in  the  difgrace  of  the  Portuguefe  arms.  The  king  of  Cinde  defired  Baf« . 
reto*s  afliftance  to  crufli  a  neighbouring  prince,  who  had  invaded  his  dcupi- 
nions.  Barreto  went  himfelf  to  relieve  him;  but  having  difagreed  about 
the  reward  he  required,  (for  the  king  had  made  peace  with  his  enemy)  he 
burned  Tata,  the  royal  city,  killed  above  8000  of  the  people  he  came  to 
prote6^ ;  for  eight  days  he  deftroyed  every  thing  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus, 
and  loaded  his  veffels,  fays  Faria,  with  tlie  richeft  booty  hitherto  taken  in 
India.  The  war  with  Hydal  Can,  kindled  by  Barrtto's  treachery,  conti- 
nued. The  city  of  Dabul  was  deftroyed  by  the  viceroy,  who,  foon  after,  at 
the  head  of  17,000  mcp,  defeated  Hydal  Can's  army  of  *o,ooo.    Hprrid  dj^- 

folatioa 
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The  accompliflimcnts  and  manners  of  Camoens  foon 
found  him  friends,  though  under  the  difgrace  of  baniflir 
ment.  He  was  appointed  commiffary  of  the  eftates 
of  the  defunft  in  the  ifland  of  Macao,  on  the  coaft  of 
China.  Here  he  continued  his  LuGad  ;  and  here  alfo,  after 
five  years  refidence,  he  acquired  a  fortune,  though  fmall^ 
yet  equal  to  his  wiflies.  Don  Condantine  de  Braganza 
3f  as  now  viceroy  of  India,  and  Camoens,  deCrous  to  re- 
pxm  to  Goa,  refigncd  his  charge.  In  a  fliip,  freighted 
by  himfelf,  he  fet  fail,  but  was  (hipwrecked  in  the  gulpl^ 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mecon,  in  Cochin-China* 
All.  he  had  acquired  was  loft  in  the  waves  :  his  ppems^ 
^{(rhich  he  held  in  one  hand,  while  he  faved  himfelf  with 
tthe  other,  were  all  he  found  himfelf  poflefied  of,  when  he 
ftood  friendlefs  on  the  unknown  (hore.  But  the  natives 
gave  him  a  moft  humane  reception  :  this  he  has  immor- 
talifed  in,  the  prophetic  fong  in  the  tenth  LuGad  * ;  and  in 
the  feventh  he  tells  us,  that  here  he  loft  the  wealth  which 
(^tisfied  bis  wifhes : 

jfgora 

folation  followed  thefe  vidories,  and  Hydal  Can  continued  the  implacable 
enemy  of  Portugal  while  he  lived.  Such  was  BaiTetp>  the  man  who  exiled 
f  amoens ! 

*  Having  named  the  Mecon  s 

Efle  recehera  pladdoy  e  hran49t 

X\fofeu  rega^o  o  Canto^  fue  molbadoy  &c, 

LiteraUy  thus :  "  On  his  gentle  hofpitable  bofom  (Je  hrandopoetici  )  fliall 
he  receive  the  fong,  wet  from  woeful  unhappy  fliipwreck^  efcaped  from  de- 
flroying  tempeih,  from  ravenous  dangers,  the  effe€t  of  the  unjuil  fentence 
upon  him,  whofe  lyre  fhall  be  more  renowned  than  enriched."  When 
Camoens  was  commiflary,  he  vifited  the  iflands  of  Ternate,  Timor,  &c.  dc« 
JTcribed  in  the  Lu(iad^ 


cclxvl  THE   LIFE]  OF  CAMOENS. 

Agora  da  efperan^aja  adquirida,  &c. 

Now  bleft  with  all  the  wealth  fond  hope  could  crave^ 
Soon  I  beheld  that  wealth  beneath  the  wave 
For-cver  loft ;— - 

My  life,  like  Judah's  heaven-doom'd  king  of  yore, 
.     By  miracle  prolong'd 

On  the  banks  of  the  Mecon,  he  wrote  his  beautiful  para- 
phrafe  of  the  pfalm,  where  the  Jews,  in  the  fineft  ftrain 
of  poetry,  arc  reprefented  as  hanging  their  harps  on  the 
willows  by  the  rirers  of  Babylon,  and  weeping  their  exile 
from  their  natire  country.  Here  Camoens  continued  fome 
time,  till  an  opportunity  offered  to  carry  him  to  Goa. 
When  he  arrived  at  that  city,  Don  Conftantine  dc  Bra- 
jgan2a,  whofe  charafteriftic  was  politencfs,  admitted  him 
into  intimate  friendfhip,  and  Camoens  was  happy  till 
Count  Redondo  aflumed  the  government.  Thofe  who  had 
formerly  procured  the  banifliment  of  the  fatirift,  were 
filent  while  Conftantine  was  in  power ;  but  now  they  ex- 
erted all  thetr  arts  againft  him.  Redondo,  when  he  en- 
tered on  office,  pretended  to  be  the  friend  of  Camoens ; 
yet,  with  all  that  unfeeling  indifference  with  which  he 
planned  his  moft  horrible  witticifm  on  the  Zamorim,  he 
fuffered  the  innocent  man  to  be  thrown  into  the  common 
prifon.  After  all  the  delay  of  bringing  witneffes,  Ca- 
moens, in  a  public  trial,  fully  refuted  every  accufation  of 
hid  conduft,  while  commiffary  of  Macao,  and  his  enemies 
were  loaded  with  ignominy  and  reproach.  But  Camoens 
had  fome  creditors ;  and  thefe  detained  him  in  prifon  a 
confiderable  time,  till  the  gentlemen  of  Goa  began  to  be 

afhamed, 
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alhamedj  that  a  man  of  his  fitigular  merit  (hould  experience 
fuch  treatment  among  them.  He  was  fet  at  liberty ;  a^d 
again,  he  aflumed  the  profei&on  of  arms^  and  received  the 
allowance  of  a  gentleman  volunteer,  a  chara£ter  at  that 
time  common  in  Fortuguefe  India.  Soon  after,  Pedro 
Barreto,  appointed  governor  of  the  fort  at  Sofala,  by  high 
promifes,  allured  the  poet  to  attend  him  thither  The 
governor  of  a  diftant  fort,  in  a  barbarous,  country,  (hares, 
in  fotae  meafure,  the  fate  of  an  exile.  Yet,  though  the 
only  motive  of  Barreto  was,  in  this  unpleafant  fituation^ 
to  retain  the  converfation  of  Camoens  at  his  table,  it  was 
his  leaft  care  to  render  the  life  of  his  gueft  agreeable. 
Chagrined  with  his  treatment,  and  a  conGderable  time 
having  elapfed  in  vain  dependence  upon  Barreto,  Camoens 
refolved  to  return  to  his  native  country.  A  fliip,  on  the 
homeward  voyage,  at  this  time  touched  at  Sofala^  and 
fevcral  gentlemen  *  who  were  on  board,  were  defirous  that 
Camoens  (hould  accompany  them.  But  this  the  governor 
ungeneroufly  endeavoured  to  prevent,  and  charged  him 
with  a  debt  for  board.  Anthony  de  Cabral,  however, 
and  Heftor  de  Sylveyra,  paid  the  demand ;  and  Camoens, 
fays  Faria,  and  the  honour  of  Barreto,  were  fold  together, 

Afier  an  abfence  of  fixteen  years,  Camoens,  in  1569, 
returned  to  Li(bon,  unhappy  even  in  his  arrival,  for  the  ^ 
peftilence  then  raged  in  that  city,  and  prevented  his  pub- 
lication 

•  According  to  the  Portuguefe  life  of  Camoens,  prefixed  to  Gedron*s, 
the  bed  edition  of  bis  works,  Diego  de  Couto,  the  hidorian,  one  of  the  com- 
pany in  this  homeward  voyage.  Wrote  annotations  upon  the  Lufiad,  under 
fhe  eye  of  its  author.  But  tbefe  unhappily  hav;  never  appeared  in 
|ilblic. 
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Hcation  for  three  years.  At  laft,  in  1572,  he  printed  his 
Lufiad,  which,  in  the  opening  of  the  firft  book,  in  a  mod 
elegant  turn  of  compliment,  he  addreffed  to  his  prince, 
king  Sebaftian,  then  in  his  eighteenth  year.  The  king, 
lays  the  French  tranflator,  was  fo  pleafed  with  his  merit, 
that  he  gave  the  author  a  penGon  of  4000  reals,  on  con- 
dition that  he  (hould  refide  at  court.  But  this  falary,  fays 
the  fame  writer,  was  withdrawn  by  cardinal  Henry,  who 
fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  loft  by  Sebaftian  at 
the  battle  of  Alcazar, 

But  this  ftory  of  the  penfion  is  very  doubtful.  Correa, 
and  other  cotemporary  authors,  do  not  mention  it,  though 
fome  late  writers  have  given  credit  to  it.  If  Camoens, 
however,  had  a  penGon,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Henry 
deprived  him  of  it.  While  Sebaftian  was  devoted  to  the 
chace,his  grand  uncle,  the  cardinal,  preGded  at  the  council- 
board,  and  Camoens,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  king,  which 
clofes  the  LuGad,  advifes  him  to  exclude  the  clergy  from 
Hate  affairs.  It  was  eafy  to  fee  that  the  cardinal  was  here 
intended.  And  Henry,  beGdes,  was  one  of  thofe  ftatef- 
men  who  can  perceive  no  beneGt  refulting  to  the  public 
frum  elegant  literature.  But  it  ought  alfo  to  be  added  in 
completion  of  his  chara£ler,  that  under  the  narrow  views 
and  weak  hands  of  this  Henry,  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
fell  into  utter  ruin ;  and  on  his  death,  which  clofed  a  fliort 
inglorious  reign,  the  crown  of  Lifbon,  after  a  faint  ftrug- 
gle,  was  annexed  to  that  of  Madrid.  Such  was  the  dege- 
neracy of  the  Portuguefe,  a  degeneracy  lamented  in  vain 

2  by 
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bjr  Camoens,  and  ^hofe  obfervation  of  it  was  Imputed  to 
him  as  a  crime. 

Though  the  great  ♦  patron  of  one  fpecies  of  literature^ 
a  fpecies  the  reverfe  of  that  of  Camoens>  certain  it  is» 

that 

•  Cardinal  Henry's  patronage  of  learning  and  learhfcd  ihcft  is  mentioned 
with  cordial  eftccm  by  the  Portuguefe  writers.  Happily  they  alfo  tell  us 
what  that  learning  was.  It  was  to  him  the  Romifh  friars  of  the  Eaft 
tranfmitted  their  childifli  forgeries  of  infcriptions  and  miracles  {for  fame  of 
tobicb,Jee  the  note  on  /».  41 3.  vol.  ii.).  He  corrcfpOnded  witli  them,  direfted  their 
labours,  and  received  the  firft  accounts  of  their  fucccfs.  Under  his  patron, 
age  it  was  difcovered^  that  St.  Thomas  ordered  the  Indians  to  worship  tlie 
crofs ;  and  that  the  Mooriih  tradition  of  Perimal,  (who,  having  embraced 
Mohammedifm,  divided  his  kingdom  among  his  officers,  whom  he  rendered 
tributary  to  theZamorim,)  was  a  malicious  itiifreprefentation ;  for  thatPeri^ 
mal,  having  turned  Chriftian,  refigned  his  kingdom,  and  became  a  monk. 
Such  was  the  learning  patronifed  by  Henry,  who  was  alfo  a  zealous  patron 
df  the  inquiiition  at  Lifbon,  and  the  founder  of  the  inquifition  at  Goa,  to 
whieh  place  h^  fent  a  whole  apparatus  of,  holy  father  to  fopprefs  the  Jews 
and  reduce  the  native  Chridians  to  the  fee  of  Rome.  Nor  mud  the  treats 
ment  experienced  by  Buchanan  at  Li(bon  be  iiere  omitted,  as  it  affords  a 
convincing  prOof>  that  the  fine  genius  of  Camoens  was  the  true  fource  of  h\i 
misfortunes.  John  IIL  eamefl  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  })olite  lite- 
rature  among  his  fubje^s,  engaged  Buchanan,  the  mofl  elegant  Latinifl, 
perhaps,  of  modem  times,  to  teach  phpofophy  and  the  iellcs  iettres  at  Lif. 
bon.  But  the  defign  of  the  monarch  was  foon  fruflrated  by  the  cardinal 
Henry  and  the  clergy*  Buchanan  was  committed  to  prifon,  becaufe  it  was 
alleged  he  had  eaten  flefh  in  Lent ;  and  becaufe,  in  his  early  youth,  at 
St.  Andrew^s  in  Scotland,  he  had  written  a  fatire  againll  the  Francifcans ; 
for  which,  however,  ere  he  would  venture  to  Lifbon,  John  had  promifed 
abfolute  indemnity.  John,  with  much  difficulty,  procured  his  releafe  from 
a  loathfome  jail,  but  could  not  effeA  his  reftoration  as  a  teacher.  He 
could  only  change  his  prifon ;  for  Buchanan  was  fent  to  a  monaflery,  to  be 
ittftruBed  by  tbe  monh,  the  men  of  letters  patronifed  by  Henry.  Thefe  are 
thus  charaderifed  by  their  pupil  Buchanan,— nee  inbumanis,  neemaPis^fed  onims 
religionh  ignaris,  **  Not  unciviiifed,  not  flagitious,  but  ignorant  of  every 
religion."  A  fatirical  negative  compliment,  followed  by  a  charge  of  grofs 
harbarifm.  In  this  confinement,  Buchanan  wrote  his  elegant  verfion  of 
the  pfalms.  Camoens,  about  the  fame  time,  failed  for  India.  The  blefled 
cffedls  of  the  (pint  which  perfecuted  fuch  men,  are  well  exprefTed  in  the 
proverb^  A. Spaniard Jiript  of  alibis  vtrtuesy  mahi  a  good  Portuguefe* 


cdrx  THE  LIFE  OF   GAMOENS. 

that  the  author  of  the  Lufiad  was  utterly  neglcdled  hf 
Henry,  under  whofe  inglorious  reign  he  died  in  all  the 
mifery  of  poverty.  By  fome  it  is  faid  he  died  in  an  alms^ 
houfe.  It  appears,  however,  that  he  had  not  even  the 
certainty  of  fubCftence  which  thefe  houfes  provide.  He 
had  a  black  fcrvant,  who  had  grown  old  with  him,  and 
who  had  long  experienced  his  mailer's  humanity.  This 
grateful  Indian,  a  native  of  Java,  who,  according  to  fome 
writers,  faved  his  mailer's  life  in  the  unhappy  ihipwreck 
where  he  loft  his  efiedls,  begged  in  the  ftreets  of  Lifboii. 
for  the  only  man  in  Portugal  on  whom  God  had  beftow- 
ed  thofe  talents,  which  have  a  tendency  to  eredl  the  fpirit 
of  a  downward  age.  To  the  eye  of  a  careful  obferver^ 
the  fate  of  Camoens  throws  great  light  on  that  of  his 
country,  and  will  appear  ftridly  conne£led  with  it.  The 
fame  ignorance,  the  fame  degenerated  fpirit,  which  fuflfer^ 
ed  Camoens  to  depend  on  his  (hare  of  the  alms  begged 
in  the  ftreets  by  his  old  hoary  fervant,  the  fame  fpirit 
which  caufed  this,  funk  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  into  the 
moft  abjeft  vaflalage  ever  experienced  by  a  conquered 
nation.  While  the  grandees  of  Portugal  were  blind  to 
the  ruin  which  impended  over  them,  Camoens  beheld  it 
with  a  pungency  of  grief  which  haftened  his  exit.  In 
one  of  his  letters  he  has  thefe  remarkable  words,  "  Em. 
fim  accaberey  a  vida,  e  verram  todos  que  fuy  afei^oada  a 
mtnho  patria,  &c."  **  I  am  ending  the  courfe  of  my  life, 
the  world  will  witnefs  how  I  have  loved  my  country.  I 
have  returned,  not  only  to  die  in  her  bofom,  but  to  die 
with  her."  In  another  letter,  written  a  little  before  his 
death,  he  thus,  yet  with  dignity,  complains,  "  Who  has 

fecn. 
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feenj  on  fo  frnaU  a  theatre  as  my  poor  bed^  fuch  a  repre-* 
fentation  of  the  difapppintmeiits  of  fortune  ?  And  I,  .49 
if  Ihe  could  not  herfelf  fubdue  me^  I  have  yielded  and  be-^ 
come  of  her  party ;  for  it  were  wild  audacity  to  hope  to 
furmount  fuch  accumulated  evils.'* 

In  this  unhappy  fituation,  in  1579,  in  his  fixty-fecond 
year,  the  year  after  the  fatal  defeat  of  Don  Sebaftian, 
died  Luis  de  Camoens,  the  greatcft  literary  genius  ev^r 
produced  by  Portugal ;  in  martial  courage,  and  fpirit  of 
honour,  nothing  inferior  to  her  greateft  heroes.  And  in 
a  manner  fuitable  to  the  poverty  in  which  he  died  was  he 
buried.  Soon  after,  however,  many  epitaphs  honoured 
his  memory ;  the  gr Atnefs  of  his  merit  was  univerfaUy 
confefTed,  and  his  Lufiad  was  tranflated  into  various  hxh 
guages  ♦.  Npr  ought  it  to  be  omitted,  that  the  man  fo 
miferably  neglefked  by  the  weak  king  Henry,  was  earneftly 
enquired  after  by  Philip  of  Spain,  when  he  aflumed  the 
crown  of  Lifbon.  When  Philip  heard  that  Camoens  wa$ 
dead,  both  his  words  and  his  countenance  expreffed  his 
difappointment  and  grief. 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life,  and  from  that  fplrit 

which  glows  throughout  the  Lufiad,  it  evidently  appears 

that 

*  According  to  Geclron,  a  fecond  edition  of  the  Ltiiiad  appeared  in  th« 
fame  year  with  the  firft.  There  are  two  Italian  and  four  Spanifh  tranfla* 
tions  of  it.  An  hundred  years  before  Caftera's  verfion,  it  appeared  in 
French.  Tiiomas  de  Faria,  bi(hop  of  Targa  in  Africa,  trandated  it  inta 
Latin,  and  printed  it  without  either  his  own  or  the  name  of  Camoens :  a 
mean,  but  vain  attempt  to  pafs  his  verfion  upon  the  public  as  an  originaL 
JLe  P.  Niceron  fays,  there  were  two  other  Latin  tranflattons.  It  is  umC" 
lated  alfo  into  Hebrew,  with  great  elegance  and  fpirit^. by  om^Luszctto,  9 
learned  and  ingenious  Jew^^uthoc  of  feveral  poen^  in  tlMt  bvi^ugA^.tMl 
who,  about  thirty  years  ago,  died  in  the  Holy  Land* 
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tbat  the  courage  and  manners  of  Camoens  flowed  ftoni 
true  gitatneis  and  dignity  of  foul.     Though  his  poliflicd 
conyerfadon  *  was  often  courted  by  the  great,  he  appears 
fo  diftant'from  fenrility,  that  his  imprudence  in  this  re- 
fpc€t  is  by  fome  highly  blamed.     Tet  the  inftances  of  it 
by  no  means  defcrve  that  feverity  of  cenfure  with  which 
Ibme  writers  have  condemned  him.     Unconfcious  of  the 
feelings  of  a  Camoens,  they  knew  not  that  a  careleflhefa 
in  fecuring  the  fmiles  of  fortune,  and  an  open  honefty  of 
indignadon,  are  aimed  infeparable  from  the  enthufiafm 
'   of  fine  imagination.    The  truth  is,  the  man  poflefled  of 
true  genius  feels  hb  greateft  happinefs  in  the  purfuits  and 
cxcurfions  of  the  mind>  aiid  therefore  makes  an  eftimate 
of  things,  very  different  from  that  of  him  whofe  unremit- 
ting attention  is  devoted  to  his  external  intereft.    The 
profuGon  of  Camoens  is  alfo  cenfured.     Had  he  diflipat^ 
the  wealth  he  acquired  at  Macao,  his  profufion  indeed 
had  been  criminal ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
enjoyed  any  other  opportunity  of  acquiring  independence. 

But 

•  Camoens  has  not  efcaped  the  fate  of  other  eminent  wits.  Their  igno- 
rant admirers  contrive  anecdotes  of  their  humour,  which  in  reality  difgrace 
them.  Camoens,  it  is  faid,  one  day  heard  a  potter  Tinging  fome  of  hik 
verfes  in  a  miferable  mangled  manner,  and  by  way  of  retaliation,  broke  a 
parcel  of  his  eatthen  ware.  "  Friend,"  faid  he,  <*  you  dcftroy  my  veiies» 
<«  and  I  deftroy  your  goods.**  The  fame  foolifli  (lory  is  told  of  Ariofto; 
nay,  wc  arc  even  informed,  that  Rinaldo's  fpeech  to  his  horfc  in  the  firft 
book, 

Ferma  Baiardo  mic,  &c. 
was  the  paflage  mif-tuned  ;  and  that,  on  the  potter*s  complaint,  the  injured 
poet  replied,  "  I  have  only  broken  a  few  bafe  pots  of  thine,  not  worth  a 
**  groat  5  but  thou  haft  murdered  a  fine  ftanza  of  mine,  worth  a  mark  of 
«*  gold."  But  both  thefe  filly  talcs  are  borrowed  from  Plutarch's  Life  of 
Arcefilaus,  where  the  fame  dull  humour  is  told  of  Philoxenus.  "  He 
heard  fome  brickmakers'^mif-tune  one  of  his  longs,  and  in  return  he  dcftroyed 
a  number  of  their  bricks..** 


But  ClmoSi^  was  unfortanatCj  and  the  trclferfuhftte  mni'^ 
is  Tiewed 

— —  through  the  dim  fhadt  his  fate  cafts  o'er  him : 
A  (hade  that  fpreads  its  evening  darknefs  c/er 
His  brighteft  virtdes,  While  it  (hews  his  foibles. 
Crouding  amf  obvious  as  the  midnight  ftarS) 
Which  in  the  funfhine  of  profperity    • 
Never  had  been  defcried 

Tet;^  after  the  ftiiideft  difcuf&on^  when  all  the  caufes  are 
weighed  together,  the  misfortunes  of  Caoioens  will  aj^ 
pear  the  fault  and  di%race  of  his  age  and  countrjr,  and 
not  of  the  man.  His  talents  would  have  fecured  him 
an  apartment  ia  the  pakce  of  Auguftus,  but  fucb  ta^^ 
lents  are  a  curie  to  their  pofTeflbr  in  an  illiterate  nation. 
In  a  beautiful  digreffive  ^xcUmatioQ,  at  the  604  of  thie 
fifth  Lufiad,  he  gives  tfs  a  (Iriking  view  of  the  neglcft 
which  be  experienced.  Having  mentioned  how  the 
grcatcii  heroes  of  antiquity  revered  and  cherifhed  the 
mufe,  he  thus  d>ara£lterUes  the  nobility  of  his  own  a^o 
and  country : 

Alas !  on  Tago's  haplefs  (hores  alone 

The  mufe  is  flighted,  and  her  charms  unknown/    . 

For  this,  no  Virgil  here  attunes  the  lyre, 

No  Homer  here  awakes  the  hero's  fire. 

Unheard,  in  vain  their  native  poet  (ings. 

And  cold  negle£l  weighs  down  the  Mufe's  w^gs. 

Vol.  I.  $  And 
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i^nd-what  particularly  feems  to  have  touched  him;-^ 

Even  he  whofe  veins  the  blood  of  Gama  warms* 
Walks  hj,  unconfcious  of  the  mufe's  charpos :_ 
For  him  no  mufe  (hall  leave  her  golden  loom. 
No  palm  ihdl  bloffom^  and  no  .wreath  ihaUbloom. 
Yet  (hall  my  .labours  and  n^y  cares  be  paid 
By  fame  immortal — 

la 

*  The  political  evUs  impending  oyer  hit  country,  which  Camoens  almoft 
alone  ibrefaw,  gave  not,  in  their  fulfilment,  a  (Ironger  proof  of  his  Aiperior 
abiiitiesi  than  Jiis  prophecy  of >Don  Franciico  de  Gama^* 

Nemos  FUbasd^Tij^f^ittdaxaffm   • 
As  tellms  doirofyoy  efpte  o  cojitojfem* 

No  nyti^  of  ^TagusJbaUhave  ber  golden  -tmhrwUroi  meA,  tad  jug  of  thf^ 
affands.of  his  knowledge  of  men.  Camoens  was  fuperior  to  a  mean  refenU 
ment;  he  moft  undoubtedly  perceived  that  ignorance,  unmanly  arrogance 
and  infignificance  of  abilities,  which  iS,  and  3S  yea#s  after  hit  death,  diC* 
graced  the  two  viceroyalties  of  his  heroes  grandfbn.  Juftice  to  the  memory 
of  Camoens,  and  even  to  the  caufe  of  polite  literature  itfelf,  requires  fome 
ihort  account  of  this  nobleman,  who  appears  to  have  treated  our  author 
with  the  moft  mortifying  negle^.  He  was  named  Don  Francifco  de  Gama, 
Count  de  Vidigueyra.  Fads  will  beft  give  his  charadler :  He  had  not  one 
idea,  that  the  elegant  writer  who  immortalifed  his  anceftor  had  the  leaft  title 
to  his  countenance.  Several  years  after  the  death  of  Camoens,  he  was  made 
viceroy  of  India,  by  the  king  of  Spain.  Here  he  carried  himfelf  with  fuch 
ftate,  fays  Faria,  that  he  was  hated  by  all  men*  When  he  entered  upon  his 
government,  he  beftowed  every  place  in  his  gift  upon  his  parafites,  who 
publickly  fold  them  to  the  beft  bidders.  And  though  Cunnale,  the  pirate, 
who  had  difgracefoUy  defeated  Don  Luis  de  Gama,  the  viceroy's  brother, 
had  furrendered,  upon  the  fole  condition  of  life,  to  the  brave  Furtado,  Cun- 
nale, his  nephew  Cinale,  and  40  Moors  of  rank,  were  brought  to  Goa.  But 
the  Moors  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  the  lawlefs  rabble  tore  them  in 
pieces,  and  Cunnale  and  his  nephew  were  publickly  beheaded,  by  order  of 
the  viceroy..  And  thus,  fays  Faria,  government  and  the  rabble  went  hand 
in  hand  in  miirder  and  the  breach  of  faitlu  Over  the  principal  gate  of  Goa 
ftcod  a  marble  ftatue  of  Vafca  de  Gama.  This,  in  hatred  of  the  grand- 
fon,  the  enraged  inhabitants  broke  down,  in  the  night,  and  in  the  mom« 

ing 
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laiiuch  iaft  age,  and  aniong  ilu:b  baroarous  iibbtlitfV 
^hat  but  nrretcked  hegkSi^ouldvbe  ithe&te  ktf^a^iC^^ 
ahoens  { :  After  ali,  howevery '  if  he  was  impntdent"on:hi8 
frft'^appeatance  atthe'cooit^f  John^IIIrofthe  honefty  of 
hisiadign^liDn  led  him  into  great  iu|unide9iee>  asf  certaiiljr 
it!tlid;jwfaen  at-Goa  be  fatirifed  the'viceittjr'and  the -firfl: 
Gkrtbis  in  power;  yet  l«t  ltdfiJ'bc  rfeuicmbcfcdi  diat  "The 
«»l^ft$  of  imagination  bring  the'  Bieavi^  ta(k  upon 
'*  the  vigilance  of  reaibn ;  and- to  "bear  thofe- faculties 
•*  with  unerring  reftitude  or  invariable  propriety,  re- 
" 'quires  ?l  degree  of  firmnefs.  and  of  cool  attention^ 
«'  which  doth  not  always  attend  the  higher  ^if^s  of  the 
*<  mind.  Yet  difficult  a^  nature  hqrfclf  fecms  to  have 
«'  rendered  the  talk  of  regularity  to  genius,  it  is  the  fu^ 
*<  preme  qonfolation  of  duUnefs  and  of  folly  to  point 
«*  with  Gothic  triumph  to  thofe  exceffes  whicfi  are :  the 
f' overflowings  of  faculties  they  never  enjoyed.     Per- 

ingthetpjaiters  were  found  gibbeted  Tn  the  moft  public  parts*  of  the  city. 
And  thus  the  imn  who  diefpifed  the  wreath  with  which  CamoSns  crovt^ed 
his  grandfather,  brought  that  grandfather's  effigies  to  the  deepeft  infult, 
which  can  be  offered  to  the  memory  of  the  deceafed.  Nor  were  bis  own 
cAgtes  happieK  On  his  recal  to  Europe,  thefirft  objed  that  ftruck  him, 
when  he  went  <on  board  the  fhip  appointed  to  Carry  him,  wSai  a  figure  hang- 
ing  by  the  neck  at  the  yard-^arm,  exaaiy  like  himfelf  in  feature  and  habit. 
He  alked  what  it  meant  5  and  was  rcfolutely  anfwered.  It  reprefintsyou,  mnd 
ibefg  are  the  mm  wbo  bung  it  up.  Nor  muft  another  infuh  be  omitted. 
After  being  a  few  days  at  fea^  he  was  neceffitated  to  return  to  the  port  fiiom 
whence  he  had  failed,  fbr  firefli  provifions,  for  all  his  live  ftock,  it  was  found, 
was  poifoned.  After  his  return  to  Europe,  he  ufed  all  his  intereft  to  be 
rein^ted  in  India,  which,  in  his  old  days,  after  twenty  years  foliciution  at 
the  court  of  Madrid,  he  at  laft  obtained.  His  fecond  government,  how. 
ever,  is  vrrapped  in  much  obfcurity,  and  Is  diftinguiflicd  by  no  important 
aiftion  or  evcnu 
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ff rfisAty  unconfcioiU  Hat  thcf  ace  iridd^tad  to  tfadir 
'^ 'ftupUitj  for  the  caofiftency  of  Atb  coodnfi,  tKcf 
^f.plomertbtnifelves  on  an  imagiDarjr  Tittne^  whicK  liaritt 
<<  ongia.iit  what  is  jfeall j^thctf  difgrace.^rLet  foch;  tf 
^  fttch  dare  approach -Ac  flnine  of  Camoensi  withdxair 
^  to.a  rcfpeflfttl  ^iftance  s  and  fliould  they  behold  the 
*^  tuinstif  fjeakd^:Q9  the  wcaknefs-  of  an  exalted  iniflSd^ 
*^  let  them  be  taught  to  lament,  that  nat«re  has  left  the 
•*  nobleft  of.  her  works  imperfeA  ♦•'* 

And  poetry  is  not  only  the  nobleft,  but  alfo  not  the 
leaft  ufefu],  if  civilization  of  manners  be  of  advantage 
to  mankind.  No  moral  truth  may  be  more  certainly  de- 
mpnftrated,  than  that  a  Virgil  or  a  Milton  aie  not  onls 
the  firft  ornaments  of  a  ftate,  but  alfo  of  the  firft  con- 
fequence,  if  the  laft  refinement  of  the  mental  powers  be 
of  importance.    Strailge  as  this  might  afppear  to  a  f  fiur« 

leigh 

*  This  paiTage  in  inverted  commas  is  cited,  with  tlie  alteration  of  the 
name  only,  from  Dr.  Langhome's  account  of  the  life  of  William  Collins. 

'f  Burleigh,  thougli  an  able  politician,  and  deep  in  fbte  intrigiie,  had  no 
idea,  that  to  introduce  polite  literature  into  the  vernacular  tongue,  was  of 
any  benefit  to  a  nation ;  though  her  vernacular  literature  was  the  giory  of 
Rome  when  at  the  height  of  empire,  and  though  empire  fell  with  its  de- 
denfion.  Spenfer,  the  man  who  greatly  conduced  to  refine  the  EngUfli 
mufes,  was  by  Burleigh  efleemed  a  ballad*  maker,  unworthy  of  nprd. 
Yet  the  EngliHi  pohte  literature,  fo  greatly  indebted  to  Spenfer,  is  at  this 
day,  in  the  efteem  which  it  commands  abroad,  of  more  real  fervice  to  Eng- 
land, than  all  the  reputation  or  intrigues  of  Burleigh.  And  ten  thbnlaod 
Burleighs,  accordmg  to  Sir  W.  Temple,  are  bom  for  one  Spenfer.  Ten 
thoufand  are  bom,  fays  Sir  William,  with  abilities  requifite  to  form  a  great 
0atefman,  for  one  who  is  born  with  the  talents  or  genius  of  a  great  poet. 
Locke's  ideas  of  poetry  are  accounted  for  in  one  iliort  fentence;  He 
KNEW,  NOTHING  AiovT  THs  MATTZR.  An  cxtra^t  from  his  conre- 
fpondence  with  M.  Molyneux  and  a  citation  from  one  of  his  treatifes^ihall 
dfemonftrate  the  truth  of  this  aflcrtion. 

Molvneux 
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letgk  br  SI  IiO0ke»  it  is  pbHofopiucailj.  accoMijeijiGp^ 
b)i(8ac09|!ii(irisc  Lockers  opinion  dtbcx'  ]iiexp)iQriik|>  or 

irrefutable. 

<<  Mf'/trbnxhm'fir^iired.fnt  with  the^fitfem  o£  Sir  R.  BiackmoeeV 
K.  Ardnir.  I  had  read  Pr.  Arthur  before,  aigid  ivad  it  with  admir^tioiit 
vrhich  is  not  at  all  ledened  by  this  fecond  piece.  Ali  our  Engri^ poets  (except 
Milton)  have  keen  mere  kaUad-maken  in  amfarifm  H  4tal.  Upon  the'  pnUica- 
tfon  of  fM  firft  poeito,  I  intimated  to  him^  through  Hfr.  Chwcli^'iilpuMls, 
how  excefiently  I  thoughtiie  might  pedbrm  lC'phila(6p(faic  poen^  fma^MMf^ 
fbhches  he  gave  in  hi«  Pr.  Aftfai^r,  particulariy  .from  4MUipas*siiRj^g;.:  ^^  I 
fkrcefte  by  his  prefiice  to^K.  Arthur  he- has  had  the  iikg"  hf^hBatjoB^ 
fr6m  others  but  rejeds  them  aa  being  am  ieneaiy.tft  att.|ihUafopl|iQ  j^jfp*. 

Mr.  Locke  sMAfwers  t  '" 

**  1  ihally  when  I  fee  Sir  R.  Blaakmore,  di/courfc  himas  ^ovckfire.  ^  There 
Uy .  I  with  pleafure  fin^^  a  ftrange  harmony  throughout,  l>btween  your 
thoughts  and  mine.*''  ["  »     i   ,.> 

■  Molyneux  replics.t 
'^*<  T  perceive  yoo  are  To  happy  as  to  be  ae<iuliSnted  with  Sir  Rich.  Blaek^f 
«iore  ;  lie  is  an  extraordinary  perfon,  and  I  admire  his- two  p«e£Ket  at 
much  as  I  do  any  paru  of  his  books  i  The  ftrft,  wherein  he  txpofes  **  the 
^  licehtioufnefs  and  immorality  of  our  hte  poetry,**  is  incomparable'}  imd 
the  fecond,  wherein  he  profecutes  the  fame  fuftjei^,  and  delivers  his  Cho«ghli 
concerning  hypothefes,  is  no  lefs  judicious  i  and  I  am  wholly  of  hit  dfitSdh 
relatif^  to  the  latter.  However,  the  hiilory  and  ph^eyuimena  o{^  natitrr we 
pay  venture  at  $  and  this  is  what  I  propofe  to  be  the  fubjed  of  a  phQbfi>- 
phic  poem.  Sir  R.  Blackmore  has  cxquifite  touches  of  thi^  kiifdy  idifpfcrlbd 
in  ogtwny  places  of  his  books  j  (to  pa&  6ver  Mopas*8  fong)  vi  inftmc^  qtae 
particuhur,  intbe  moft  profound  fpeciilations  o^  Mr.  l^ewtoh^s  pfitl^ibtlh/, 
thus  curioofly  touched  in  King  Arthvri  Hopk-ix.  p*  2^3. 

The  coniieilatlons  (hine  at  his  command,  •^.^ 

He  formM  then-  radiant  orbs,  and  with  his  hand 
He  weighed,  and  put  them  off  v/tth  fuch  a  force 
As  might  preferve  an  cvcrlafting  courfe'f  • 

<f  I  doubt  not  but  Sir  R«  Bkickmore,  in  theft  Imes,  had  a  regard  totlie 
proportionment  of  the  proje^^ivie  motion  of  the  vu  centripetal  that  keeps  the 
planets  in  their  continued  courCes. 

f  Thefe  lines,  however,  are  a  duM  wretched  paraphrafc  of  fomc  parts' ef 
tJiePlalms.  •  :-   •  : 

S3  <«  X  have 
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iitefutable.     The  gxe^:  Renins  of  Ariftotle^  and  thai  of: 
his  gfea^^ip^feiDblev^'  Sir' Francis  ^Bacodiy  faw.doeper  itito. 

"     "^  ^''  the 

*^  I  have  by  me  Tome  obfervations,  made  by  « 'ju^ous  fnendpty^c, 
ea'faoch'of  Sir  R.^^ekmocft'^^oems.!.  If  Owy  m^y  Jk; any  ways  acctstable 

to  Sk  Rv  I  ihan  ftod  them-to  you.**     .      .;:'•..,:  L  ...  ».       i  

-.-  j        ^         ^■■"^'■^-     ."■»•     :;       '     •     ■"-.-.T:.""     .       .;,      ..^    '.. 
-i  -Ailr.  Loc]Qo«g^.#epUt»k ..■.^^....■.    .;    •  .  

•«':Thbii|^Sir  &..Brb  item  in.  poetry  be  what.  -eYery  body  muft  s^w  hjiQ» 
tO'lMvean  cxtnprdtntnr^  talent  in  ji  .and  thougii^with  you,  I  exceedingly 
valtibd  hi*ftrft  pw&^e,  yet'  I  mud  own  to  you,'th«iT  w(is  nothing  thsktl,fyi 
fmr^iuifflired  him  for,  as  foii  what  he  fays^f.hypothefes  in  his  la^.  •.  It} 
feeikK^'to  th6'^*«igbiy  and^is  .yet  ib  much  out  of  the  way  of  the  oi:dinaiyl 
writers  and  pra^tioners  in  that  faculty,  that  it  fhews  as  great  a  ftrjeogtli 
and  penetration  of  judgment  as  bhfoetry  hasjhewnfiights  of  fancy, "** 

Ai^the  hti\  comment,  pn  this^Jet  an  extra^  from  IiOcke*s  Effay  oh  Va- 
cation fully  explain  hlsiacaS.*"""     '      '  .    ••■■  .   i      i 

<<  If  he  have  a  poetic  vein,  *tis  to  me  the  flrangell  ttyng  in  the  world  that 
the  father  fiiould  defire  or  fuffer  it  to  be  cheriAied  or  improved.  Methinks 
the  parents  (houM  labour  to  have  it  ftified  and  fupprefled'as  mtichaiAiQf  be  ; 
and  llK0&9>r  tot  what  );«affl!i'%i^ther  «an  hay^  to  wiOi  his  fon  a  poet,  wiu> 
tloei  notdefireto  have  him  jbid  defiapce  to. ail  other  callings  or  bu^nefi(t 
wliich  is  not  yejt.thi^^worft  of  t:he  qife  ^  for  if  he  proves  a  fuccelsful  rHymer, 
kttd  get9  oncci^he  repptatioa  of  a  wit,  I  defire  it  m^y  be  confidered,  wlut 
CQipip^Dy  an4  plact^.tf^  {s  lii(j^  t<^^fpen4  lus  time  in,  nay^  and  eilate  too  j^  for 
jjtj[s.;very^fei(^m  ieea  that-  any  one  difcovers  mines  of  gold  or  filver  in  Par- 
joafliu.  ■  *Tif  a  pleafant  air,  but  barren  foil,  and  there  are  very  few  inf^ances 
.^So^f^friH'^  havc'aciicito  their  patrimony  by  any  thihg  they  have  reaped 
(OiiJ^^-tiencjc*:. .  Poetry  and  gammg^^  u(\jally  go  together,  are  alike  In 

ti^  tOQ»  tnat  they  fel^om  bring  any  Advantage  but  to  thtrfe  who  have  no* 
tlUi^  elfe  to  live  'ppV  .lyicn  of  eflates  almoft  conftantly  go  away  lofers; 
and  *tis  well  if  they  efcape  at  a  Cheaper  rate,  than  their  whole  eflatet,  o^ 
the  greateil  part  of  'tf  em.-  If  therefore  you  would  not  have  your  fon  the 
fiddle  to  every  jovial  company,  without  whom  the  fparks  could  notrelifh 
their  wine,  nor  kno«^  hovy^  to  (pend  an  afternoon  idiyj  if  you  would  not 
bave  him  wade  his.  tim?  ^nd ,  ellate  to  divert  others,  and  contemn  the  dirty 
acres  left  hun  by  his  anccflorsj  I  do  not  think  you  will  much  care  he  fhould 
be  a  poet." 

This  ignorance  of  poetf)  is  even  worfe  tlian  the  Durdh  idea  of  it.  But 
this,  -and  his  opinion  of  Blackmore,  fuUy  prove,  that  Locke,  however 
great  in  other  rcfped^s,  knew  no  difference  between  a  Shakefpeare,  that 
unequalled  philofopber  of  the  pafTionSj,  and  tlic  duUeft  Grub- flreet  plodder  j 
between  a  Milton  and  the  tavern  rhymers  of  the  days  of  the  fccond  Charles. 

But 
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the  true  fpirit  of  poetiy  and  the  human  aSefiioiis  thaa 
a  Burleigh.     In  ancient  •  Greece^  the  wori^s  bf^Hbnfiet 

'•:.'.■.•■-  T     .  .■    wdre 

But  Milton's  knowledge  of  the  affe^ions  dffcdvcrcd  in  the  cuItiValioa 
of  the  rtiufes  an  n(t  'diF  thfc  ^di^.iinp6rlance« .  .A  tafte  formed  by  thcgreflt 
poetcy>  Jbe  efteegns  as  the  uldipats  refinement  of  the  underfbnding.  <<  This 
(fays  life,  in  his  Tra^ate'  oh^tHe  Educaiioh'of  Y&u'lh)  w6Uld  make  them 
^n  percfeire,  iwrhat  deTpicabl^  c)eatiirer  Our  >  ooinmoVi.  rhyti^crs ,  and  'pUy»* 
writers  be  -,  an^l  (hew  them  what  religious,  what  glorious  and  magnificent  ufe 
might  be  made  of  poetry,  both  in  divine  and  human  things.    From  hence, 
and  not  till  now,  will  be  the  right  feafon  of  forming  them  to  be  able  writers 
an<lcompqfers  in  every  excellent  matter  .  .  .whether  they  be  to  fpeak  in 
parliament  or  council,  honoiii-  and  attention  woiuld1)e  waiting  on  their  llpt. 
There  would  then  alfo  appear  in  pulpits  other  vilkges,  other  geflures,  and 
fluff  otherwife  wrought,  tlian  what  we  now  fit  under.' •—Milton  evidently 
alludes  to  the  =genfcral  dulMef^'  of  the  furious  fe^^tries  of  his  own  time. 
The  furious  bigots  of  every  fed  have  been  as  remarkable  for  their  indegaiict 
as  for  their  rage.    And  .the.  cultivation  of  poli,te  literature  has  ever  been 
fcund  the  befl  prevatjd ve- of  gloomy  enthufiafm^  anfi  religioas  intolciiiice. 
In  Milton,  and  every  great  poet;ttle  poet  and  fublime  philofopher  tfn  united^ 
though  Milton  Was  perhaps  the  mdy  man  of  hia  age»*  who  percervod  this 
union  or  (amenefs  of  chara£ler»  '  Lord  Clarendon  (benu  to  have  confi. 
dered  poetry  merely  ai")»uerilelkig.fong;    Wallerf  heiays,  addified  hhn« 
felf  to  poeti^  at  thirty,  the  time- when  others  leave!  it  off*  Norwas.CharktL 
kfs  unhappy  in  his  eflimat^  of  it.     In  the  dedication  of  Sir  John  Den* 
ham's  woricsto  Charles  II.  we  have  this  remarkable  pafTage ;  **  One  mohi- 
"  ing,  waiting  upon  him  (Charles  I.)  at  Caujbaiti,  fmillng  npoii  m^  -h* 
**  {ii6  he  could  tell  me  fome  news  of  myfelf,  which  was  that  he  had  ften 
«*  fome  vcrfcs  of  mine  the  evening  before,  and  afking  hkl  .when  I  made 
^'•them,  I  told  him  two'  or  three  years  flnce ; .  he  Wi^.  pleafed  to  iky,  that 
*^  having  never  feen  them  before,  he  was  afraid  I  had  written  them  fince 
<<  my  return  into  England,  and  though  he  liked  them  wellj  he  would  advife 
"  me  to  write  no  mote,  alleging,  that  when  men  are  young,  and  have  little 
**  dfitd  do,  they  might  vent  the  overflowings  of  their  ^cy  that  way  5  but 
*<  when  they  were  thought  fit  for  more  ferious  employments,  if  they  ftill 
•«  perfifted  in  that  courfe,  it  would  look  as  if  they  minded  not  the  way  to 
•*  any  better."    Yet  this  monarch,  who  could  perceive  nothing  but  idle 
puerility  in  poetry,  was  the  zealous  patron  of  architcdurc,  fculpture,  and 
punting  ;  and  his  favourite,  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  laid  out  the  enormous 
fum  of  400,0001.  on  paintings  and  curiofitles.    Bijt  had  Charles's  bounty 
■given  a  Shakefpeare  or  a  Milton  to  the  public,  he  would  have  done  his 
kingdoms  infinitely  more  fervice  than  if  he  had  imported  into  £DgJiind<  all 
the  piftiires  and  all  the  antiques  in  the -world.       >  "■'*'. 

5  4  The 
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irrffiitable.    The  great:  Renins  of  Ariftotley  andtliafof: 
bis  gfeat'lrtfembler^  Sir  <  Francis  JSacon,  faw  doeperlfito. 

"■    "  i'  the 

<'  I  have  by  me  fome  obfervations,  made  by  a  joiUciout  fineniiof  t^e, 
eabodi  of  Sir  R.  -filecknioit'j  ^oems. ; .  If  they  may  b&  any  ways  «octfuUe 
toSirR.-I  ihattfcndthem'toyou.*'  '..:...'       , 

-^    Mr.  Locke  again  MpUcss 

•«  ThoogkSir  &..B%.t«n  in.  poetry  be  what  ^ery  body  mud  sdDhoir  hft^t 
totanre  an  extfiprdiDanr  talent  in  j;  .and  thoughywith  youj  I  exceeding]^ 
valued  hii  tHk  pc«£i^  yet  I  muft  own  to  you,  theip  yr^  nothing  thatrl;/^ 
mocbaldmiredhim  for,  as  for  what  he  favLOfhypothefes  in  his  ia^.  1q 
feettfirtd  me  Ib.^tit,  and >  .yet  £o  much  out  of  the  way  of  the  ontiaaiy. 
writers  and  praditioners  in  that  faculty,  tliat  it  ihcws  as  great  a  ttrpaffk 
and  penetration  of  judgment  as  bhfoetry  basjhrumjligbts  of  f amy,"** 

AA,xht  befl  comment,  pn  this^.let  an  extrad  from  Locke*s  Eflay  on  Edu- 
cation fully  explain  Ksideii.""'"       '  •      ..  ..i 

<<  If  he  have  a  poetic  vein,  *tis  to  me  the  ftrangeft  th^ng  in  the  worid  that 
the  father  (hould  deiire  or  fuffer  it  to  be  cheriAied  or  improved.  Methii&t 
the  parents  (hould  labour  to  have  it  (lifled  and  fupprefliRt'as  mncha^oUy  be| 
and  I  imow  fiot  what  lrca(ff!i%£^ther  «an  hay^  to  wi(h  his  (on  a  poet,  who 
does  notdefnpeto  have  him  bid  defiance  to  all  other  callings  or  bu0ne(<| 
which  is  not  yet  tb^  worft  of  the  cafe  j  for  if  he  proves  a  fucccfstul  rhymer, 
imd  gets  oncc4he  reputaiion  of  a  wit,  1  defire  it  may  be  confidered^  what 
CDippony  and  placts  he  is  like,  to  fpend  his  time  in,  nay,  and  edate  too^  for 
itis.;very/eklom  (ecn  that  any  one  difcovers  mints  of  gold  or  (ilver  in  Par- 
nafiiis-  *Tis  a  plcafaiit  air,  but  barren  foil,  and  there  are  very  few  Indances 
of  thpfp  who  have  added  to  their  patrimony  by  any  thihg  they  have  reaped 
from,  tbenc^c.-  ■  Poetry^  and  gammg,  which  ufually  go  together,  arc  alike  in 
.t%  too,  that  they  fel^om  bring  any  advantage  but  to  thofe  who  have  no* 
thing  clfc  to  live  on.*  Men  of  cftates  almoft  conftantly  go  away  lofbrs; 
and  ^tis  well  if  they  efcape  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  their  whole  eftates*  or 
the  greateft  part  of  them.-  If  therefore  you  would  not  have  your  fon  the 
fiddle  to  every  jovial  company,  without  whom  the  fparks  could  not  reli/h 
their  wine,  nor  knoi^  hovv  to  fpend  an  afternoon  idly;  if  you  would  not 
have  him  wafle  bis  tim^  and .  ^ifate  to  divert  others,  and  contemn  the  dirty 
acres  left  him  by  his  anceflors,  I  do  not  think  you  will  much  care  he  (hould 
be  a  poet." 

This  ignorance  of  poctf)  is  even  ^orfe  tlian  the  Durch  idea  of  it.  But 
this,  and  his  opinion  of  Blackmore,  fuliy  prove,  that  Locke,  however 
great  in  other  rcfpcd^s,  knew  no  difference  between  a  Shakefpeare,  that 
unequalled  philofopher  of  thepafTions^  and  tlie  duUeft  Grub- (Ireet  plodder; 
between  a  Milton  and  the  tavern  rhymers  of  the  days  of  the  fecond  Charles. 

But 
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At'tttx6  fpirit  of  poetry  and  the  humsin  aSeSibhs  tha» 
a  Burleigh.     la  aaddat*  Greece^  the  wori^a  bf^Hbofi^t 

But  Milton*8  knowledge  of  the  affeJ^ons  di'fcovered  in  the  cuItWaUoil 
of  the  linnfet  an  utt  -^  thfeifi)AA;unp6rtance.  ..A  taAe  fqrmed  by  tbe:grPI|C 
poetty^Jbe  efteeQis  as  the  vltiipats  refinement  of  the  underibiyling.  "  This 
(fays  hb,  in  his  Tra^ate'  oh  'the  Education '  of  Tbu'lH)  MrOtild  make  tbetfi 
fbbn  )>eitMTe,  what .  dtffpicablf  c)caturesr  ^ur*  coinmcVi.  rhrytQfrs ,  and  iphiy*- 
writers  be ;  anfl  (hew  them  what  religious,  what  glorious  and  magnificent  ufe 
might  be  made  of  poetry,  both  in  divine  and  human  things.    From  hence, 
and  not  till  now^  will  be  the  right  feafon  of  forming  them  to  be  able  writers 
^(icpmpofers  in  every  exceiieht  matter  •  .  .whether  they  be  to  fpeak  in 
pv^iament  or  council,  honour  and  attention  would iM;  waiting  on  their  lipt. 
There  would  then  alfo  appear  in  pulpits  other  viikges,  o^er  geflures,  ind 
(luff  otherwife  wrought,  than  what  we  now  fit  under.*  *-»MiIton  rddendy 
alludes  to  the  <^en)niU /dulMtfft' of  the  furious  fefttries  of  his  own 'time. 
The  furious  bigots  of  every  fed  have  been  as  remarkable  for  their  ineleganoft 
as  for  their  rage.    And  .tlie.  cultivation,  of  police  literature  has  fver  been 
Ibund  the  beft  preveiuive  of  gloomy  entbufiafm^  aa(l  religioas  intoknuice. 
If>  Milton,  and  every  great  poet;-tfte  poet  and  fublime  philofopher  9r«. united^ 
though  Miltbn  Was  perhaps  the -jOniy  man  of  his  age,*  who  perceived  thi$ 
union  or  iamenefs  of  charadUr^  ■'  Lord  Clarendon  ikcms  to .  have  cdnfi. 
dered  poetry  merely  as'')>uerilrfki^4bng;    Wallerf  he*iays,  addifted  htm^^ 
felf  to  poeti^  at  thirty,  the  time  when  others  leovd  it  off*.  NorwasClMrleti; 
lefs  unhappy  in  his  eilimkt^  of  it.    In  the  dedication  of  Sir  John  Den. 
ham*s  works  to  Charles  11.  we  have  this  remarkable  paflkge :  **  One  mdm- 
*'  ing,  waiting  upon  him  (Charles  I.)  at  Caufbai^y  fmiling  upon  m^  lit 
**  {M  he  could  tell  me  fome  news  of  myfelf,  which  was  that  he  had  ieen 
«  fome  verfes  of  mine  the  evening  before,  and  aficing  mci  .when  I  made 
<«.them,  I  told  him  two'  or  three  years  fince ;. he  w^.  pleafed  ^  (ay,  that 
<<  having  never  feen  them  before,  he  was  afraid  I  had  writtoi  tliem  fincc 
*^  my  return  into  England,  and  though  he  liked  them  wellj  he  would  advife 
**  me  to  write  no  more,  alleging,  that  when  men  are  young,  and  have  I'utU 
**  elfe  to  dof  they  nught  vent  the  oveirfldwings  of  thpir  f^cy  that  way ;  but 
«<  when  they  were  thought  fit  for  more  ferious  employments,  if  they  ftiU 
**  perfifted  in  that  courie,  it  would  look  as  if  they  minded  not  the  way  to 
**  any  better.**    Yet  this  monarch,  who  could  perceive  nothing  but  idle 
puerility  in  poetry,  was  the  zealous  patron  of  architedure,  fculpture,  and 
painting ;  and  his  favourite,  thc.'duke  of  Buckingham,  laid  out  the  enormous 
fum  of  400,0001  on  paintings  and  curiofities.    Bi^t  had  Charle$*s  bounty 
given  a  Shakefpeare  or  a  Milton  to  the  public,  he  would  have  done  his 
kingdcmis  infinitely  more  fervice  than  if  he  had  imported  into  SngJandaU 
the  piifttires- and  all  the  antique  id  the 'World.      >      •       :•>  f 

s  4  The 


ocbax         THE  LIFE  OF  CAMOEHSc 

were  called  the  leflbn  or  pltHbtofhj  of  khig$  ;  tnd  BmooO 
defcribes  the  eB6etsjcI  poetry  in  the  moft  exakcd  taan% 
What  is  deficient  of  perfection  in  biftory  and  nature^ 
poetry  fupplies;  it  thus  eredis  the  mind^  and  confers 
nagnaniinity,  morality,  and  delight;  <<  and  thereforf^*^- 
iays  he,  ^<  it  was  ever  thought  to  have  fome  participatioti 
of  dhrinenefs*/'    The  love  of.  poetry  is  ib  natural  to. 

The  reader  who  is  defiious  to  ke  a  phOofophical  chander  of  fbc  natiWll 
and  acquired  qualifications  neceflary  to  form  a  great  poet,  will  find  it  ddB- 
ncated,  in  a  mafteriy  manner^  in  iRaflelas,  Pnncc  of  Abyffinia,  uk"EAtm 
Ule>  bjr  Dr.  Johnibo. 

*  -His  high  idea  «f  poetry  is  thus  phiioibphically'Cj^lained  by  the  gicat 
ftiC0n:    . 

^  Solikewifel  finde,  fome  particular  writings  of  an  elegant  Aadnr»  eapch« 
•  fcfome  of  the  UkOketis,  as  of  miger,  ai  emi^t  vptm  ^inwft  madmts,  4i 
ttndeniHIe  of  covmcnanM,  and  other.  But  the  poets  and  wntersof  hifto- 
rits  me  the  beft  dodors  of  this  knowledge  {  where  we  find  painted  forth 
with  the  Vfey  bow  «flbdioos  are  kindled  and  incited^  and  how  pacified  and 
reflnUncd :  and  bow  againc  contained  from  ad  and  fiuther  d^ree :  how 
they  diiclofe  theAoftWes,  how  they  worke,  how  they  vary,  how  they  gather 
and  fortify,  liow  they  are  inwrapped  one  within  another,  and  how  they  doe  fight 
and  encounter  one  with  anotlter,  and  other  the  like  particularities  j  amoogft 
tlie  which  thislailis  of  fpecial  ufe  in  moral  and  civile  matters.** 
•  Here  poetry  is  raniaed  with  hiilory;  in  the  following  its  effed  oo  the 
paffions  is  preferred. 

«  The  life  of  this  feined  Hiftory  {Poetry)  hath  been  to  give  fome  flia- 
dowe  of  fatisfadton  to  the  mind  of  man  in  thofe  points  in  which  natiav 
doth  deny  it :  X\\t  world  being  in  proportion  inferior  to  the  ibul :  By  reafan 
whereof  there  is  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  man  a  more  ample  greamefie,  a 
more  exr^goodnefle,  and  a  more  abfolnte  variety  than  can  be  found  in  the 
nature  of  things.  Therefore,  becaufe  the  events  of  true  biftory  have  not 
that  magnitude  which  fatisficth  the  mind  of  man,  Poefy  fayneth  ads  ahd 
events  greater  and  more  heroicall ;  becaufe  true  hiflory  propoundeth  the 
fncceiTes  and  iflXies  of  adicns  not  fo  agreeable  to  the  merits  of  virtue  and 
vice ;  therefore  Poefy  fayhcs  them  more  juil  in  retribution,  and  more  accord- 
ing  to  revealed  Providence  :  becaufe  true  hiftory  reprefenteth  adions  and 
events  more  ordinary  and  leis  interchanged  5  therefore  Poefy  endueth  them 
with  more  rareneOe,  and  more  unexpeded  and  alternative  variations.  So 
then  it  appeareth  that  Poefy  ferycth  and  conferreth  to  magnanimity,  mo- 

rality« 
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the  ftronger  affeftions^  that  the  mod  barbarous  nations 
delight  in  it  And  always  it  is  founds  that  as  the  rude 
war  fong  and  eulogy  of  the  dead  hero  refine^  the  man^ 
ners  of  the  age  refine  alfo.  The  hiftory  of  the  ftages  of 
poetry  is  the  philofophical  hiftory  of  manners ;  the  only 
hiftory  in  which^  with  certainty,  we  can  behold  the  true 
chara^ier  of  paft  ages.  True  civilization,  and  a  hu- 
manifed  tafte  of  the  mental  pleafures,  are  therefore  fy- 
nonimous  terms.  And  moft  certain  it  is,  where  feeling 
and  affe£tion  refide  in  the  breaft,  thefe  muft  be  moft 
forcibly  kindled  and  called  into  a£lion  by  the  animated 
reprefentations,  and  living  fire,  of  the  great  poetry.  Not 
may  Milton's  evidence  be  rejedied,  for  though  a  poet 
himfelf,  his  judgment  is  founded  on  nature.  According 
to  him,  a  true  tafte  for  the  great  poetry  gives  a  refine- 
ment and  energy  to  all  other  ftudies>  and  is  of  the  laft 
importance  in  forming  the  fenator  and  the  gentleman. 
That  the  poetry  of  Camoens  merits  this  high  charaf^er,  in 
a  fingular  manner,  he  that  reads  it  with  tafte  and  attention 
muft  own  :  A  difiertation  on  it,  however,  is  the  duty  of 
the  tranHator. 

rality,  and  deledatjon ;  and  therefore  it  was  ever  thought  to  have  fome  par- 
ticipation of  divineneffe,  becaufe  it  doth  raife  and  cred  the  mindy  by  fub- 
mitting  the  (hewes  of  things  to  the  deiires  of  the  mind  $  virhereas  reafon  doth 
humble  and  bow  the  mind  unto  the  nature  of  things*** 
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irrefutaUe.    The  great:  Renins  of  Ariftotlcy  andtliafdf* 
his  gfeat-rtfembler,'  Sir  Francis  J3acon>  faw  deeper.  Into. 

^  the 

<'  I  have  by  me  fome  obfervations,  made  by  a  jmlicioas  finend  of  t^e, 
eabochof  Sir  R.-Blecknioft^j^ocms.:.  If  they  may  beapywaysAcctfuUe 
to  Sir  R.' I  ihatt  fend  thcmto  you.*'  ■'...:..• 

-^    Mr.  Locke  again  MpUest  .  .     , 

•*  ThoiigbSirR..B%;tnniA  poetry  be  what  every  body  mad  adOow  lu«^ 
to  feove  an  extnpcifiiiary-  talent  m  y  and  thougiiy  with  you>  I  exceeding]^ 
vaKAd  hii  ftrft  pc«£i^  yet  I  muft  own  to  you,  theip  yr%i  nothing  tbarl./Cot 
macbaldmired  him  for,  as  for  what  he  iays^of  hypothefes  in  bis  ia^.  ic 
ti6d6Sft6  me  fi»-ngtit,  and.ia  yet  £6  much  out  of  the  way  of  the  otdigmf 
writers  and  pra^tioners  in  that  faculty,  that  it  ihcws  as  great  a  ffapigtli 
and  penetration  of  judgment  as  bisfoetrj  haijbcvmfiightt  of  fancy.'''* 

As^  the  beil  comment,  {m  this^.let  an  extrad  from  Locke*s  Eflay  on  lCd«- 
cation  fully  explain  hls'idej^.""  *      '  ' 

<<  If  he  have  a  poetic  vein,  *cls  to  me  the  ftrangcft  thing  in  the  worid  that 
the  father  (hould  defire  or  fuffer  it  to  be  cheriAied  or  improved.  Methii^ 
the  parents  fhould  labour  to  have  it  (lified  and  fupprefSntas  mncha^oUy  be; 
and  I  Imow  boC  what  rcalini-»fj^ther  -can  haye  to  wi(h  his  ion  a  poet,  who 
does  not  defire  to  have  him  bid  defiance  to  all  other  callings  or  ba6iiefs| 
which  is  not  yet  the  word  of  the  cafe  \  for  if  he  proves  a  fuccelstul  rhymer, 
hnd  gets  once  4he  reputation  of  a  wit,  1  defire  it  may  be  confidered,  what 
CDippsny  and  placts  he  is  like,  to  fpend  Iiis  time  in,  nay,  and  eflate  too  ^  fiar 
itis;nrery  ieldom  fieen  that  any  one  difcovers  mines  of  gold  or  filver  in  Par- 
joa/iiu-  *Tis  a  pleafant  air,  hut  barren  foil,  and  there  are  very  few  infbihces 
of^thpfiP  who  have  added  to  their  patrimony  by  any  thing  they  have  reaped 
from  thence.-  ■  Poetry  and  gamm^,  which  ufuolly  go  together,  are  alike  hi 
i^  too,  that  they  ftklom  bring  any  advantage  but  to  thofc  who  have  no* 
thing  elfe  to  live  on.  Men  of  eflates  almoft  conflantly  go  away  lofers ; 
and  'tis  well  if  they  efcape  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  their  whole  efbites,  or 
the  greatcft  part  of  them.-  If  therefore  you  would  not  have  your  fbn  the 
fiddle  to  every  jovial  company,  witliout  whom  the  fparks  could  not  relifh 
their  wine,  nor  knoi^  hovv  to  fpend  an  afternoon  idiy  j  if  you  would  cot 
have  him  wafle  bis  time  and  ^)ate  to  divert  others,  and  contemn  the  dirty 
acres  left  him  by  his  anceflors,  I  do  not  think  you  will  much  care  he  ihould 
be  a  poet." 

This  ignorance  of  poctr)  is  even  worfe  tlian  the  Durch  idea  of  it.  But 
this,  and  his  opinion  of  Blackmore,  fully  prove,  that  Locke,  however 
great  in  otiier  rcfpcd^s,  knew  no  difference  between  a  Shakefpeare,  that 
unequalled  philofophcr  of  thcpaflions,  and  the  duUcft  G rub- ftreet  plodder; 
between  a  Milton  and  the  tavern  rhymers  of  the  days  of  the  fccond  Charles. 

But 


'} 
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,     y.-rr  f 


Voltaire,  wheh'-hewas  in  Eiiglandi  jnrevi^us  to' 
the  publication  of  his  Henriade^  publiOied  in  *  Eng^ih 
an  Effay  on  the  Epic  Poetry  of  the  European  Nations. 

*  In  his  French  editions  of  this  Effay,  he  has  made  various 
alterations,  at  different  times,  in  the  article  of  Cambens.  Th^ 
origin^  Engliih^  however,  rfhall  be  here  cited,  and  the  French 
alterations  attended  to  as  they  occur.  Nor  is  it  improper  to 
premife»..that  fome  moff  curious  falfities  will  be  dete6^ed ; ' the 
grofs  mifreprefentation  of  every  obje6lion  refuted  ;  and  demon- 
ftration  brought,  that  when  Voltaire  wrote  his  Englifh  Effay,  his 
knowledge  of  the  Luiiad  was  entirely  borrowed  from  a  very  flight 
acquaintance  with  the  bald,  harfh,  unpoetical  verfidn  6f  Fanfhaw. 

**  While  Triifino,  fays  Voltaire,  was  clearing  away  the  rub- 
biih  in  Itsdy,  which  barbarity  and  ignorance  had  heaped  up  for 
ten  centuries,  in  the  way  of  the  arts  and  fdences,  Camouens  in 
Portugal  fleered  a  new  courfe,  and  acquired  a  reputation  which 

lafts 
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iltefutable.    Ther  great;  genius  of  Ariftdtle,  and  Asdoi', 
bis  gfes^^ttefemblevy'  Sir' Francis  :J3acon9faw:de.eper. Into. 

-•'■''  ■^■"  the 

<*  I  have  by  mc  fome  obfcrvations,  made  by  a  <ju<lioioiN  friend /cf  mine, 
ed-'tediof  Sir  R.-fiiBcknnore*3^oejOas,:.  If  th^y  o^y  be^ any  ways  acctptaUe 
to  sip  Rv I  ihall  fcndthemto  you.**    :      ..:.'.  •..,:;;; ,, .  ,.; .    , 

-i.  .Mr.  Locko  again  #eplies-.i  ..,, '.v.  .-■..-•    .^  ...  •  '.\    I 

•*^h6a^SirK:Br^  »tam  in.  poetry  be  what  ^yery  body  niuft  sf^  h^ 
tO'lHve !  an  «xtnprdinaf]h.  talfnt  in  i  .and  thougb^  with  youj  I  exceedinglj 
valtfbd  Yut1Mpm6tdt^  yet  I  muft  ojvn  to  you^th^rp  was  nothing.  ttia|;|;/(Q( 
macbjldmhred  him  for,  as  for  what  he  fays^of^hypothefes  in  his  ia^-  1q 
feeiffi^^t6  mc^%^*^)aif  and^ia  .yet  £6  much  out  of  the  way  of  the  ondigmf. 
writers  and  praditioners  in  that  faculty,  that  it  ihews  as  great  a  ikxpo^ 
and  penetration  of  judgment  as  bisfoetry  basjhewnjl'igbts  of  fancy, "** 

As^the  bef^  comment,  pn  this^.lct  an  extra^  from  Lockers  EAay  cm  Edu- 
cation fully  explain  liisiae^i.**"^"  '    ^;     "  *      ^ 

<*  If  he  have  a  poetic  vein,  'tis  to  me  the  ftrangeft  tWng  )n  the  world  that 
the  father  (hould  defire  or  fuffer  it  to  be  cheriAied  or  improved.  '  Methii&t 
the  parents  (hould  labour  to  have  itftifled  and  fuppreAJnt^as  muchadoUy  be; 
and  Ilcnow  fiot  what  t^e^fflnr^i^ther  ^^an  hay^  to  wi(h  his  fon  a  poet,  who 
does  notdelhpe  to  have  him  bid  defiance  to  all  other  callings  or  bu0nei<| 
wbich  is  not  yet  tb^,worft  of  Jhe  cafe  j  for  if  he  proves  a  fuccefstul  rhymer, 
bnd  getsoncc^he  repjutaiion  of  a  wit,  1  defire  it  may  be  confidered,  what 
mtppcmy  an4  places.!)^  is  lik^.  tp,fpen4  his  time  in,  nay,  and  eflate  too  ^  for 
it^Sj-yery/eltlom  feen  that-  any  one  difcovers  rnines  of  gold  or  filver  in  Par- 
jaallu3«  'Ti5  a  pleafant  air,  but  barren  foil,  and  there  are  very  fcwini^ances 
of  thpfj?  who  havcadded  to  their  patrimony  by  any  thihg  they  have  reaped 
ftj)m.-thenc^c.-..  Poetry  and  gamuig,  which  ufually  go  together,  are  alike  hi 
.t^  tix),  that  they  fel^om  bring  any  advantage  but  to  thofe  who  have  no* 
thing  elfc  to  live  on*  .lyicn  of  cftates  almoft  conftantly  go  away  lofers; 
and  His  well  if  they  efcape  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  their  whole  eftates,  or 
the  greateft  part  of  them.-  If  therefore  you  would  not  have  your  fon  the 
fiddle  to  every  jovial  company,  vi^ithout  whom  the  fparks  could  not  relifh 
their  wine,  nor  know^  hovv  to  fpend  an  afternoon  idly;  if  you  would  not 
have  him  wafle  bis  tJm?  and .  ^iate  to  divert  others,  and  contemn  the  dirty 
acres  left  him  by  his  anceflors,  I  do  not  think  you  will  much  care  he  ihould 
be  a  poet.'* 

This  ignorance  of  poetf)  is  even  vvorfe  than  the  Durch  idea  of  it.  But 
this,  and  his  opinion  of  Blackmore,  fuliy  prove,  that  Locke,  however 
great  in  otiier  rcfpcd^s,  knew  no  difference  between  a  Shakefpeare,  that 
unequalled  philofophcr  of  thepafTions,  and  tlie  duUeft  Grub- flreet plodder; 
between  a  Milton  and  the  tavern  rhymers  of  the  days  of  the  fecond  Charles. 

But 
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thelrtt^  fpirit  of  poetry  and  the  human  aSe&ibb^  tha» 
a  Burleigh.     In  aadoat*  Greece,;  the  wori^a  bf^Hbniet 

But  Mllton^s  knowledge  of  the  affedions  dfiTcoverecf  In  the  (CuItiVaUbil 
of  the  linnfet  an  vfc  -d!F  thfeifi)AAjiinpbrtance.  ..A  tafte  k^mtdkj  tbe:grp|ic 
poetcy^Jbe  efteeois  as  ^be  yltiipAts  refinement  of  the  underflaiyling.  «  This 
(fays  hh,  in  his  Tra^ate'  oh  ^He'  Education '  of  T6uth)  MrOtild  make  them 
Ib6n  )>eitMTe,  ^hat .  defpicablf  cktitarcsr  ^ur *  coinmoVi.  rhyt^frs .  and  [ph|]ft- 
writers  be ;  anfl  Aiew  them  what  religious,  what  glorious  and  magnificent  ufe 
might  be  made  of  poetry,  both  in  divine  and  human  things.    From  hence, 
and  not  till  now,  will  be.  the  rij^ht  feafon  of  forming  them  to  be  aUe  writers 
^<icpmpo(ers  in  every  exceiteht  matter  •  .  .whether  they  be  to  fpeak  in 
pv^ijun«\t'or  council,  honour  and  attention  would  1)e  waiting  on  their  lipt. 
There  would  then  alfo  appear  in  pulpits  other  vf^ges,  other  geftures,  and 
(luff  otherwife  wrought,  tlian  what  we  now  fit  under.*  *^— Milton  eridendy 
alludes  to 'the '  ^^enimU  ~  dulMeft- of  the  furious  fefttries  of  his  own 'thne. 
The  furious  bigots  of  every  {c€t  have  been  as  remarkable  for  their  inelegance 
as  for  their  rage.    And  .tlie.  cultivation  of  polile  l^teratuie  has  fvca::  been 
^und  the  bcft  preveivive  of  gloomy  entbufiafm^  aa(l  religioas  intokiance. 
If>  Milton,  and  every  great  poet;.tlie  poet  and  fublime  phUofopher  jpre.iinited^ 
though  Miltbn  Was' perhaps  the  imly  man  of  his  age^-who  perceived  thi$ 
union  or  iamenefs  of  oharal£lcrM    Lord  Clarendon  ikcms  to  have  cdnfi. 
dered  poetry  merely  ar)>uerilrfki^4bng;    Waileff  he-iays,  addifted  him^^ 
felf  to  poeti^  at  thirty,  the  tiirfe<  when  others  leave  it  off*.  Norwas.Charkti; 
lefs  unhappy  in  his  efifimkt^  of  It.    In  the  dedication  of  Sir  John  Dien. 
ham*s  works  to  Charles  'II.-~  we  have  this  remarkable  paflkge :  **  One  mom. 
<'  ing,  waiting  upon  Mm  (Charles  I.)  at  Caujbdii,  fmillng  upon  m^  hi 
<'  fiiid  he  could  tell  me  fome  news  of  myfelf,  which  was  that  he  had  ieen 
<<  fome  verfes  of  mine  the  evening  before,  and  aficing  mci  .when  I  made 
<<.  them,  I  told  him  two'  or  three  j^ears  fince ; .  he  w^.  pleafed  ^  (ay,  that 
<<  having  never  ieen  them  before,  he  was  afraii  I  had  written  tliem  fince 
**  my  return  into  England,  and  though  he  liked  them  well^  he  would  advife 
*^  me  to  write  no  more,  alleging,  that  when  men  are  young,  and  have  UttU 
<<  elfe  to  doy  they  nught  vept  the  overflowings  of  th^ir  £Micy  that  way  $  but 
«<  when  they  were  thought  fit  for  more  ferious  employments,  if  they  ftiil 
**  perfified  in  that  courfe,  it  would  look  as  if  they  minded  not  the  way  to 
**  any  better.**    Yet  this  monarch,  who  could  perceive  nothing  but  idle 
puerility  in  poetry,  was  the  zealous  patron  of  architedure,  fculpture,  and 
painting ;  and  his  favourite,  thcJduke  of  Buckingham,  laid  out  the  enormous 
fum  of  400,0001.  on  paiptings  and  curiofitles.    Bi^t  had  Charleses  bounty 
given  a  Shakefpeare  or  a  Milton  to  the  public,  he  would  have  done  his 
kingdoms  Infinitely  more  fervice  than  if  he  had  imported  into  England  aU 
the  piifttires*  and  all  the  antiques  in  the 'World.      ^  •  •>  • 

s  4  The 
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were  called  the  leflbn  or  philofopfay  of  kings  >  wd  B»ooC| 
defcribes  the  €B6Sts4]I  poetry  in  the  moft  exakcd  tccma* 
What  is  deficient  of  perfection  in  biftory  and  nature^ 
poetry  fupplies;  it  thus  eredis  the  mind^  and  confers 
nagnanimity,  morality,  and  delight;  **  and  thereforfy*^ 
£iys  he,  ^<  it  was  ever  thought  to  have  fome  partiopatioti 
of  divinenefs*/'    The  love  of^  poetry  is  ib  natural  tip> 

A« 

The  reader  who  is  defiious  to  (ee  a  pbOofophical  charaQer  of  the  natttnA 
and  acquired  qualifications  neceflary  to  form  a  great  poet,  will  find  it  ddB* 
ncated,  in  a  mafterly  manner^  in  iRaflelas,  I'nnce  of  Abyffinia,  an^iAem 
Ule>  by  Dr.  Johnibo. 

*  -His  high  i4ea  of  poetry  is  thus  phiioibphically'es^lained  by  the  gicat 

M  SO  Ckewife  I  finde,  fome  paiticolar  writings  of  an  elegant  nattse^  tqBch« 
•  fcfome  of  the  a^edkmsy  as  of  ^iger^  of  an^vrt,,  uptm  ^imwft  mtadmtt^  ^ 
ttnderoHle  of  €0«imeoanc«»  and  other.  But  the  poets  and  writers  of  hifto- 
rits  iWD  the  beft  dodors  of  this  knowledge  {  where  we  find  painted  fiortk 
with  tbtlikf  bow  «flbdibos  are  kindled  and  incited,  and  how  pacified  and 
reftnUncd :  and  bow  againc  contained  from  sk€t  and  fiuther  d^ree :  how 
they  dilclofe  theAoftWes,  how  they  worke,  how  they  vary,  how  they  gather 
and  fortify,  how  they  are  inwrapped  one  within  another,  and  how  they  doe  fight 
and  encounter  one  with  anotl^er,  and  other  the  like  particularities  j  amoDgft 
the  which  thislailis  of  fpecial  ufe  in  moral  and  civik  matters.** 
•  Here  poetry  is  ranked  with  hiilory;  in  the  following  its  effed  oo  the 
paffions  is  preferred. 

**  The  ufe  of  this  feined  Hiftory  {Poetry)  hath  been  to  give  fome  flia- 
dowe  of  fattsfadlton  to  the  mind  of  man  in  thofe  points  in  which  natiae 
doth  deny  it :  the  world  being  in  proportion  inferior  to  the  ibul :  By  reafan 
whereof  there  is  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  man  a  more  ample  greatncfie,  a 
more  ex<idgoodnefle,  and  a  more  abfolute  variety  than  can  be  found  in  the 
nature  of  things.  Therdbre,  bccaufe  the  events  of  true  biftory  have  not 
that  magnitude  which  fatisfieth  the  mind  of  man,  Poefy  fayneth  ads  and 
events  greater  and  more  heroicall ;  becaufe  true  hiftory  propoundeth  the 
fuccefles  and  iflXies  of  adicns  not  fo  agreeable  to  the  merits  of  virtue  and 
vice  J  therefore  Poefy  fayhes  them  more  juft  in  retribution,  and  more  accord- 
ing to  revealed  Providence  :  becaufe  true  hiftory  rcprefenteth  adions  and 
events  more  ordinary  and  lefs  interchanged  ;  therefore  Poefy  endueth  them 
with  more  rarecefle,  and  more  unexpeded  and  alternative  variations.  So 
then  it  appeareth  that  Poefy  fcrycth  and  conferreth  to  magnanimity,  mo- 

rality» 
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the  ftronger  affeftions^  that  the  mod  barbarous  nations 
delight  in  it  And  always  it  is  founds  that  as  the  rude 
war  fong  and  eulogy  of  the  dead  hero  refine,  the  man^ 
ners  of  the  age  refine  alfo.  The  hiftory  of  the  ftages  of 
poetry  is  the  philofophical  hiftory  of  manners ;  the  only 
hiftory  in  which,  with  certainty,  we  can  behold  the  true 
chara^ier  of  paft  ages.  True  civilization,  and  a  hu« 
manifed  tafte  of  the  mental  pleafures,  are  therefore  fy- 
nonimous  terms.  And  moft  certain  it  is,  where  feeling 
and  aiBre£tion  refide  in  the  breaft,  thefe  inuft  be  moft 
forcibly  kindled  and  called  into  a£lion  by  the  animated 
reprefentations,  and  living  fire,  of  the  great  poetry.  Not 
may  Milton's  evidence  be  rejedied,  for  though  a  poet 
himfelf,  his  judgment  is  founded  on  nature.  According 
to  him,  a  true  tafte  for  the  great  poetry  gives  a  refine- 
ment and  energy  to  all  other  ftudies,  and  is  of  the  laft 
importance  in  forming  the  fenator  and  the  gentleman. 
That  the  poetry  of  Camoens  merits  this  high  charafler,  in 
a  fingular  manner,  he  that  reads  it  with  tafte  and  attention 
muft  own  :  A  difiertation  on  it,  however,  is  the  duty  of 
the  tranflator. 

rality,  and  delegation ;  and  therefore  it  was  ever  thought  to  have  fome  par- 
ticipation  of  divinencffe,  becaufe  it  doth  raifc  and  ered  the  mind,  by  fub- 
mitting  the  (hewes  of  things  to  the  deiires  of  the  mind  $  virhereas  reafon  doth 
humble  and  bow  the  mind  unto  the  nature  of  things.** 
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DISSERTATION  ON  THE  LUSIAD, 


OBSERVATIONS-..UEON  EPIC  POETRY. 


V( 


OLTAIRE,  wheh'he'was  in  Eiiglandj  pirw^us  to' 
the  publication  of  his  Henriade^  publiOied  in  *  Eng^ih 
an  Efiay  on  the  Epic  Poetry  of  the  European  Nations* 

'      .        ■  .:;     I':  '  \      !» 

*  In  his  Friench  editions  of  this  Effay,  he  has  made  various 
alterations,  at  different  times,  in  the  article  of  Camoens.  Th^ 
oiigimi}  Engliih,  however,  •  (hall  be  here  cited,  and  the  French 
alterations  attended  to  as  they  occur.  Nor  is  it  improper  to 
premife»  .that  fome  moft  curious  falfities  will  be  dete6ked ; '  the 
grofs  mifreprefentation  of  every  objedion  refuted ;  and  demon- 
ftration  brought,  that  when  Voltaire  wrote  his  Englifh  Effay,  his 
knowledge  of  the  Luiiad  was  entirely  borrowed  from  a  very  flight 
acquaintance  with  the  bald,  harfh,  unpoetical  verfion  of  Fanfhaw. 

**  While  Triffino,  fays  Voltaire,  was  clearing  away  the  rub- 
biih  in  Itsdy,  which  barbarity  and  ignorance  had  heaped  up  for 
ten  centuries,  in  the  way  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  Camouens  in 
Portugal  fleered  a  new  courfe,  and  acquired  a  reputation  which 

lafts 
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In  tins  lie  h^Uy  pfinfed  and  femelj  attacVed  theXmfiid. 
Yet  this  anddCakf  though  moft  fuperficial  and  crrone* 

lafts  ftiU  among  his  conntiTnieiiy  who  pay  as  much  it^pc&'to  his 
memory,  as  the  Englifh  to  Biikoo. 

<<  He  was  a  ftrong  inftance  of  the  irrcfiilible  impulfe  of  nature^ 
which  determines  a  true  genius  to  foQow  the  bent  of  his  talents^ 
in  fpight  of  aU  the  obftades  which  would  check  his  courfe. 

**  His  infancy  loft  amidft  the  idknefs  and  ignorance  of  the 
court  of  LSkm;  his  youth  fpcat«Mx)fllaikMhMres,orJa  thenar 
againft  the  Moors ;  his  long  Toyages  at  fea,  in  his  riper  years  ; 
his  misfortunes  at  court,  the  rerolutions  of  his  country,  none  oi 
all  thetc  could  fupprefs  his  genius. 

**  Emmanuel  the  fecond  king  of  Portugal*  having  a  mmd  to 
find  a  new  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  ocean,  fent  Vdafbo 
de  Gama  with  a  fleet  in  the  year  1497,  to  that  undertaking, 
whidi  being  new,  was  accounted  rafh  and  impiafticahlc,  aoi 
which  of  courfe  gained  him  a  great  reputation  when  it  fuo- 
eccdcu* 

«*  Camouens  followed  Velafco  de  Gama  in  that  dangerous 
vo)'agc,  led  by  his  friendfhip  to  him,  and  by  a  noble  curioiity, 
which  feldom  fails  to  be  the  character  of  men  bom  with  a  great 
imagination. 

**  He  took  his  voyage  for  the  fubjed  of  his  poem ;  he  •ajoj'd 
the  feniible  pleafure,  which  nobody  had  known  before  him,  to 
celebrate  his  friend,  and  the  things  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  of. 

"  He  wrote  his  poem,  part  on  xj\c  Atlantic  Sea,  and  partly 
on  the  Indian  fhore.  I  ought  not  to  omit,  that  on  a  (hipwrack 
on  the  coafls  of  Malabar,  he  fwam  afhore,  holding-up  his  poem 
in  one  hand,  which  otherwife  had  been  perhaps  loll  for  ever. 

'<  Such  a  new  fubje^,  managed  by  an  uncommon  genius,  could 
not  but  produce  a  fort  of  Epic  Poetry  unheard  of  before.  There 
no  bloody  wars  are  fought,  no  heroes  wounded  in  a  thoufand  dii- 

ferent 
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*€Ui^'  has  beeiT  generally  cfteemed  throughout  "Sxttt^, 
aft  the  :tarae.  cfaaira£bcx'  of  thad  poem.     The  great  cb- 

je£iions 


fcrent  ways ;  .no  woman  enticed  awayy  and  tie  world  overtunv'd 
for  her  caiife ;  no  empire  founded ;  ia  (hortf  notiiing  of  what 
was  deemed  before  the  only  fuBjed  of  poetry, 

**  Tlie  poet  condiids  the  Portuguefe  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the 
GmgcBy  round  the  coaft&  of  AfHck.  fe  take»  aotice  iti  the 
Wfty,  of  iftaYiy  nations  whd  live  upon  the  Africafn  fhore.  He  in- 
t<Al«ave6  a^jMSiy  t^e  hifto^  df  Portugal.  The  fimplidty  of  hn 
f«i^^7  k  rai/d  by  £oftit  fi6l(ons  of  different  kinds,  which  I  think 
not  in[i^e|M»f'to  acquaint  tke  reader  with. 

««  When  the  fleet  ki  failmg  m  t\tt  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Gfood 
Hope,  called  theifr  th^  C^  6f  the  Storms,  a  formichble  fhape 
i^ea^  ta  them,  v>^'Ag  in  the  depth  of  the  fea;  his  head 
teacbet  tathe  cic^Si  t)ie  ft)oms,  the  winds,  the  thunders,  and 
tbf  l^^inngs  hang  about  him  $  his  arms  are  extended  over  the 
waveis.  'Tii  the  guardm  of  that  foreign  ocean  unplow'd  before 
by  a«y  fkip.  He  eoftiplaia^  of  being  obligM  to  fuBmlt  to  fiile,^ 
anil  to  the  anidaeiotis  ^mdef  tsJ^ing  of  the  Portuguefe^  and  fioreteW 
them  all  the  misfortunes  which  they  muft  undergo  in  the  Indies. 
I  beHeve,  that  fueh  a  ri6^ion  would  be  thought  noble  and  proper^ 
in  all  ages,  and  in  all  nadons. 

**  There  is  another,  which  perhaps  would  have  pleas'd  the 
ItaSans  as  well  as  tbe  Portuguefe,  but  no  other  nation  befides : 
It  is  the  inchanted  iiland,  call'd  the  liland  of  Bliis,  which  the 
fleet  finds  ia  her  way  home,  )uil  riflng  from  the  fea,,  for  their 
comfort  and  for  their  reward :  Camouens  de£cribes  that  place,, 
as  Taffi)  did  foihe  years  aftei",  his  ifland  of  Armida.  There  a 
fiipenlatural  power  brings  in  all  the  beauties,  and  prefeatt  all 
the  pleafures  which  nature  can  afford,  and  which  the  heart  may 
wi(h  for ;  a  Goddefs  enamour'd  with  Velafco  de  Gama,  carries 
him  to  £he  top  of  an  high  mountain,  from  whence  fhe  fhews  him 
all  the'  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  foretela  the  fate  of  Portugal. 

"  After 


cdmri         dissertation: 

jcclions  upon  iriiich  he  caodenms  if^  arc,  as  alAnl 
fliiztme  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  mjAelogj,.  and  a 


^  After  Camoueos  bath  g:ve3  loofe  to  his  £uict,  m  the  lafci- 
TiODf  de£cTTptkm  of  the  pleafures  which  Gama  and  hk  crew  co- 
joj'd  m  the  ifland,  he  takes  care  to  inform  the  reader,  that  he 
ought  to  underftand  by  th»  fidion,  nothing  but  the  fatiifirftibn 
which  the  Yiitnous  man  feeis,  and  the  gkxy  which  accnies-  to 
him  by  the  pradice  of  Tirtue;  but  the  bcft  excuie  for  ladi  aa 
unrentiony  is,  the  charming  ftile  in  which  it  is  delivered  (if  wc 
believe  the  Portugncfe)  ;  for  the  beauty  of  the  A^rBiKpn  wakn 
fomctimcs  amends  Cor  the  fiioks  of  the  poets,  as  the  calooraiifof. 
Rubens  makes  fome  de&ds  in  his  figures  pais  unregarded. 

-  *^  -There  is  another  kind  of  machinery  continued  throffrhout 
an  the  Poem,  which  nothing  can  excudc,  in  any  country  what^ 
ever ;  'tis  an  unjudicious  mixture  of  the  Heathen  Goda  wkh  our 
Religion.  Gama  in  a  ftorm  addrcflcs  his  prayers  to  Chiift«  but 
'tis  Venus  who  comes  to  his  relief;  the  heroes  are  Chriftaiit»  and 
the  poet  heathen.  The  main  defign  which  the  Portugueie  are 
fuppos'd  to  have  (next  to  promoting  their  trade)  is  to  propagate 
Chridianity  ;  yet  Jupiter,  Bacchus,  and  Venus,  hare  in  their 
hands  all  the  management  of  the  voyage.  So  incongruous  a 
machinery,  cafls  a  blemifh  upon  the  whole  Poem  ;  yet  (hews  at 
the  fame  time,  how  prevailing  are  its  beauties,  lincc  the  Portu- 
guefe  like  it  with  all  its  faults. 

**  Camouens  hath  a  great  deal  of  true  wit,  and  not  a  little 
(hare  of  falfe ;  his  imagination  hurries  him  into  great  abfurdities. 
I  remember,  that  after  Velafco  de  Gama  hath  related  his  adven- 
tures to  the  king  of  Melinda,  now,  fays  he,  O  king,  judge  if 
Ulyflcs,  and  ^neas,  have  travelled  fo  for,  and  undergone  fo  many 
hardfhips.  As  if  that  barbarous  African  was  acquainted  with 
Homer  and  VirgiL 

**  His  poem,  in  my  opinion,  is  full  of  numberlefs  faults  and 
beauties,  thick  fown  near  one  another ;  and  alnioft  in  every  page 
there  is  fomething  to  laugh  at,  and  fomething  to  be  delighted 
with.     Among  his  moft  lucky  thoughts,  I  mud  take  notice  of 

two^ 
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of  unity  in  the  zSdoa  and  condnd.    For  the  miztisre  of 
ndythodogy^. a,. defence. fhaU  be  offered,  and  the  (wild  ex* 

aggerations 

two,  for  the  likenefs  which  they  hear  to  two  moft  cdebrated 
paflTages  of  Waller,  and  Sir  John  Denham. 

<«  Waller  fays,  in  his  Epiftle  to  Zelinda  ; 

thy  matchlefs  form  will  credit  bring. 
To  all  the  wonders  I  can  fing.  .  . 

<«  Camouens  iays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  voyages  of  the  Argo* 
nautes,  and  of  Ulyffes,  that  the  undertaking  of  the  Portugriiefis 
iiiall  give  credit  to  all  thofe  fables,  in  furpaffing  thenu  ■ 

•  <*  Sir  John~  Denham,  in.  his  Poem  on  Cooper's-Hill)  fays  to 
the  Thames; 

O  could  I  flow  like  thee,  and  make  thy  ftream,  '  ■  :.  ) 

My  great  example,  as  it  is  my  theme ; 

Tho' deep,  yet  jclear,  tho' gentle,  yet; not  dull,    ,.  ^   .' :! 

Strong  without  rage,  without  o*crflowing  full. 

**  Camouens  addreffes  the  Nymphs  of  Tagus  in  the  like  man- 
ner ;  •*  O  Nymphs,  if  ever  I  fung  of  you,  infpire  me  now  with 
new  and  (bong  lays ;  let  my  ftile  flow  like  your  waves  ;  let  it  be 
deep  and  clear,  as  your  waters,  &c," 

Such  is  the  original  criticifm  of  Voltaire  on  the  Lufiad.  And 
never,  perhaps,  was  there  fuch  a  random  reverie,  fuch .  a  mafs  of 
mifreprefentations  and  falfities  as  the  whole  of  it  exhibits.  The 
moft  excufeable  parts  of  it  are  fuperficial  in  the  higheft  degree, 
Both  the  poet  and  the  hero  are  mifnamed  by  him.  The  name 
of  the  hero  has  been  correded,  that  of  Camouens  remains  ftill  in 
Yokaire,  the  only  author  who  ever  fpelled  it  in  this  manner* 
There  never  was  an  Emmanuel  the  fecond  of  Portugal.  Ca- 
moens  was  not  (hipwrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  but  on  the 
river  Mecon  in  Cochin-China.  "  That  Gama  went  a  new  way' 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  hy  the  oceauy^  though  correfted  in  the  edition 
of  1 768,  affords  a  moft  ftriking  proof  of  Voltaire's  very  carelefft 

perufal; 
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aggtratietiftoC  V^aire.cxpQ£eiL    Ani  to  examol  of  Ah 
oondaA  jo(  theLufudiwill  cleaiif.eviocexthat  thrEncM 

itfclf 

pcrufal  of  the  Lufiady  at  the  time  when  he  Br&  prc^xned.tA  coa- . 
demn  ft.  For  it  is  often  repeated  k  the  poenx>  that  therciivaa 
ao  way  t(i  India  hy  the  ocean  before.  That  the  infancy  of  Ca« 
moena  was  lofi  amid/l  d>$  idlentji  and  Ignorance  of  the  cmH  oflA/Sdih 
18  certainly  falfe.  His  youth  could  not  have  been  fpent  in  idlc- 
nefs  or  ignorance,  for  his  works  difplay  a  mofl  mallerly  accuracy 
in  every  branch  of  ancient  literature. 

-Thougfe  Voltaire  has  correftcd  his  error  fh  fending  Caffioeht 
ti^  the  £aft  Indies  along  with  Gama,  fuch  an  original'  tatpaoA 
leled  romance  ought  to  be  recorded.  Gama  failed  on  the  dif- 
coyery  of  ^luUa  in  1497*  Camoens  was  bom  in  I5l7t  and  isai 
not  fcven  years  of  age  when  Gama  died.  Thefe  fa£b  weie  iia« 
mediately  objefted  to  Voltaire,  but  at  firft  he  would  not  yield. 
Contrary  to  the  teftimony  of  Camoens  him&lff  and  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  his  life,  an  *  hypotbefis  mufl:  defead  this  fiivouritc 
fuppofition.     In  kis  Amfterdam  edition  of  1 738,  Vohaire  boldly 

afferts 

*  This  hcneft  hypothefis,  which  makes  Camoens  a  Spaniard,  is  of  a  piece 
with  another  of  the  fame  ingenious  author.  In  his  unbaffy  f  Eflay  on 
Epic  Poetry,  he  aflerted,  that  MiJton  built  his  Paradife  Loft  upon  an  Itattio 
comedy,  written  by  one  Andreino.  This  was  immediately  denied,  and 
even  fome  Italian  literati  declared,  that  no  fuch  author  or  comedy  was 
Icnown  in  Italy.  Voltaire,  however,  would  not  yield,  and  very  eravely  he 
tells  ihe  leader,  "  11  iCeJi  fas  etonnant^^-^  it  is  not  at  all  aAoniuiing,  that 
having  carefully  fearched  in  England  for  whatever  related  to  that  great  man 
{Milton)  \  fhould  difcovcr  circumftances  of  his  life,  of  which  the  public  were 
igftorant.'*— — This,  therefore,  is  the  authority  from  which  we  are  to  bcikv« 
that  Milton  borrowed  his  Paradife  Loft  from  a  comedy  which  nobody  ever 
raw.  From  the  fame  refearches  in  England,  Voltaire  alfo  learned  other 
drcumftances,  of  which  the  public  were  totally  ignorant.  The  writiMf  by 
whidi  Milton  fold  his  Paradife  Lod  to  one  Siinmonds,  a  bookfeUer,  is  ftitt. 
extant.  But  Voltaire  difcovered,  tliat  he  fold  it  to  Tompfon  for  thirty  pif- 
toles,  ••  injm  Tcmfjcn  lui  donna  trcnte  pifioles  de  ctt  cuvrage^  Lord  SommerS 
and  Dr.  Atterbury,  (he  adds,)  refolving  that  England  (hould  have  an  epic  pocin» 
prevailed  on  the  heirs  of  Tcmpjon  (he  means  Tonfon,  perhaps)  to  print  a  fplen- 
drd  edition  of  it.  And  Addifon  wrote  (fays  he)  and  the  EngHfli  were  per* 
fuaded,  that  they  had  <in  epic  poem. 

f  Vet,  in  the  feme  effay,  he  gives  a  true  Voltmrifm  j  he  condemns  this 
veiry  afTertion :  Talking  of  the  plagiaries  afcribed  to  Virgil,  "  AU  that," 
fays  he,  **  ought  to  be  flatly  denied — 'Tis  juft  as  fome  people  fay  Milton  hath 
«<  fiokn  his  poem  from  an  Italian  iiroller  called  Andreino.''^ 
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hf(slf  i$  not  more  ptrkSt  in  that  connedion»  \phich  is 
requifite  to  form  one  whole^  according  to  the  ftri&eft 
rules  of  Epic  unit/. 

The 

aflerts  that  Camo^ns  was  a  Spaniard,  bom  in  the  reign  of  Fer^ 
dinand  and  Ifabd,  that  he  came  to  Lifbon  in  the  &ft  year  of* 
Emmantiely  and  was  in  intimate  fnendfhip  with  Gama»  whom  he 
accompanied  in  his  firfl  voyage.  Certain  it  is,  however,  by  the 
archives  of  Portugal,  that  Camoens  was  in  the  Baft  about  ieventy* 
two  years  after  this  voyage  ;  and  that,  according  to  this  hypo- 
thefis  of  Voltaire,  he  muft  have  been  near  an  hundred  years  old 
when  he  publifhed  his  Lufiad.  Voltaire,  however,  at  laft,  con- 
feffes  that  Camofens  did  not  accompany  Gama.  Yet  fuch  is  his 
accuracy,  that  even  in  the  edition  of  1 768,  in  an  eflay  which  he 
calls  iJce  de  la  Henfiadty  a  few  pages  before  this  confeflion,  the 
bid  affertion  is  ftill  retained.  "  Le  CamouetUy  qui  eji  k  Firgik 
A  Portugah  a  celehre  un  evenement  dont  tl  avait  etc  temom  lui-meme, 
Camouens,  the  Portuguefe  Virgil,  has  celebrated  an  event  of 
which  he  himfelf  had  been  witnefs." 

No  anecdotes  ever  threw  more  light  upon  a  chara£ler  than 
thefe  throw  upon  that  of  Voltaire.  The  alTertion  that  the  Epic 
Poet  enjoyed  the  fenfibk  pleafure^  winch  nobody  had  known  before 
htnif  to  celebrate  his  friend  and  the  things  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  of 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fuppoiition,  that  Voltaire  was 
pleafed  with  the  idea,  and  in  a  little  time  miflook  his  ilrong  im- 
preffion  for  the  remembrance  of  a  fad.  The  laboured  abfurd 
hypothecs,  which  would  defend  this  fanciful  error,  cannot  be 
placed  in  fo  fair  a  light.  And  the  error  confeffed,  and  ftill  re- 
tained, is  a  true  Foitturifm.  Yet  the  idea  of  his  accuracy  which 
thefe  accounts  of  the  poet  muft  infpire,  will  even  be  heightened 
by  the  exan(unation  of  his  criticifm  on  the  poem.  The  narrative 
of  a  voyage  conftitutes  great  part  of  the  Odyfley,  and  of  the 
Eneid ;  and  forms  the  body  of  the  Lufiad.  Yet  the  Lufiad, 
fays  Voltaire,  contains  nothing  of  what  was  deemed  before  the  only 
fidljeS  of  poetry.  'It  forms,  indeed,  a  fort  of  Epic  poetry  unheard 
of  before  :  but  here  Voltaire's  objedion  points  out  its  truepraife. 
No  heroes^  fays  he^  are  wounded  a  thoufand  Afferent  ways^  no 
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In  this  he  highly  praifed  and  feverely  attacked  the  Lufiftd. 
Yet  this  crkicilin^  though  moft  fuperficial  and  errone- 

ous^ 

lafts  ftiir  among  his  cbnntrymen,  who  pay  as  much  refpeCl'to  his 
memory,  as  the  Englifh  to  Mflton, 

**  He  was  a  flrong  inftance  of  the  irreAilible  impulfe  of  nature, 
which  determines  a  true  genius  to  follow  the  bent  of  his  talents^ 
in  fpight  of  all  the  obilacles  which  would  check  his  courfe. 

**  His  infancy  loft  amidft  the  idlenefs  and  ignorance  of  the 
court  of  LHbon;  his  youth  fpeatiM-oiiSadtwloiresyoria  the  iaur 
againft  the  Moors ;  his  long  voyages  at  fea,  in  his  riper  years ; 
his  misfortunes  at  court,  the  revolutions  of  his  country,  none  of 
all  thefc  could  fupprefs  his  genius. 

**  Emmanuel  the  fecond  king  of  Portugal)  having  a  mind  to 
find  a  new  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  ocean,  fent  Velafco 
de  Gama  with  a  fleet  in  the  year  1497,  to  that  undertaking, 
which  being  new,  was  accounted  rafh  and  imprafticable,  and 
which  of  courfe  gained  him  a  great  reputation  when  it  fuc- 
eeeded;' 

"  Camouens  followed  Velafco  de  Gama  in  that  dangerous 
voyage,  led  by  his  friendfhip  to  him,  and  by  a  noble  curiofity, 
which  feldom  fails  to  be  the  chara^ler  of  men  born  with  a^gn^t 
iiDagination. 

♦•  He  took  his  voyage  for  the  fobjed  of  his  po^m ;  he  •njoy'd 
the  f enable  pleafure,  which  nobody  had  known  before  him,  to 
celebrate  his  friend,  and  the  things  he  was  an  e}''-e-witnefs  of* 

"  He  wrote  his  poem,  part  on  U^e  Atlantic  Sea,  and  partly 
on  the  Indian  fhore.  I  ought  not  to  omit,  tliat  on  a  ihipwrack 
on  the  coafts  of  Malabar,  he  fwam  afkore,  holding-up  his  poem 
in  one  hand,  which  otherwife  had  been  perhaps  loft  for  ever, 

**  Such  a  new  fubjedl,  managed  by  an  uncommon  genius,  could 
not  but  produce  a  fort  of  Epic  Poetry  unheard  of  before.  There 
no  bloody  wars  are  fought,  no  heroes  wounded  in  a  thoufand  dtf- 

'  ferent 
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bui^'  faaa  beenr  generally  efteemed  throughout  "SMtpe, 
m  the  !trae.  chatrafirear  of  thati  poem.     The  great  ^A^ 

jediions 

fcrent  ways ;  'no  woman  enticed  away,  and  tlie  world  overturned 
for  hjsr  caufe ;  no  empire  founded ;  la  fhort,r  nothing  of  what 
was  deemed  before  the  only  fubje6i  of  poetry. 

"  The  poet  condttAs  the  Portuguefe  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Gailiige6»  ro\md  the  coafts^  of  Africk.  He  takes  notice  m  the 
tray,  ol  ittaYiy  nations  who  live  upon  the  African  fhore.  He  in* 
tuM^aves  ank^  the  hiftoi^y  of  Poiiugaa.  The  fknplicity  of  h& 
f«ilge^)  h  rai/d  by  fonne  fi€l(ons  of  diiferent  kinds,  which  I  think 
not  improper  to  acquaint  tlie  reader  whh. 

«  When  the  fleet  m  MSikg  m  the  fig^t  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  call'dthe*  tfee  Cal)e  6f  the  Storms,  a  formidable  fhape 
vjpfiwn  to  them,  inking  ift  the  depth  of  the  fea;  his  head 
teacbet  ta  the  ciopdsi  tbe  ftotmrn,  the  winds,  the  thunders,  and 
the  lightnings  haAg  about  him ;  his  anns  are  extended  over  the 
waves.  'Ti^  the  guardian  of  that  foreign  ocean  unplow'd  before 
by  any  flup.  He  eoftiplain^  of  being  obliged  to  fnbmit  to  fete,* 
ancl  to  the  midaeioils  iindei^tsJting  of  the  Portuguefe^  and  foretek 
them  all  the  Misfortunes  which  they  muft  undergo  in  the  Indies. 
I  beheve,  that  fuch  a  il^iiion  would  be  thought  noble  and  proper^ 
in  all  ages,  and  in  all  nations. 

**  There  is  another,  which  perhaps  would  have  pleas'd  the 
ItaEans  as  well  as  the  Portuguefe,  but  no  other  nation  befides : 
It  is  the  inchanted  ifland,  call'd  the  Ifland  of  Blifs,  which  the 
fleet  finds  in  her  way  home,  juft  riflng  from  the  fea,  for  their 
comfort  and  for  their  reward :  Camouens  defcribes  that  place, 
as  Taflb  did  foihe  years  after,  his  idand  of  Armida.  There  a 
fixpeniatural  power  brings  in  all  the  beauties,  and  prefents  all 
the  pleafures  which  nature  can  afford,  and  which  the  heart  may 
wi(h  for ;  a  Goddefs  enamour'd  with  Velafco  de  Gama,  carnes 
him  to  the  top  of  an  high  mountain,  from  whence  fhe  fhews  him 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  forctela  the  fate  of  Portugal. 

«*  After 
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je£lton8  upon  which  he  condemns  ity  are,  an   ahfurid 
mixture  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  m]rtfaoIogy,'.  and  a- want 

of 

«  After  CamoueDS.  hath  given  loofe  to  his  fancy,  in  the  lafci- 
TI0U8  defcription  of  the  pleafures  which  Gama  and  his  crew  en-^ 
jbyM  in  the  ifland,  he  takes  care  to  inform  the  reader,  that  he 
ought  to  underftand  by  this  fidiion,  nothing  but  the  fatisfaiftioh 
v^ch  the  virtuous  man  feels,  and  the  glory  which  accrues-  to 
him  by  the  pra6Uce  of  virtup;  but  the  bcft  excufe  for  fuch  aa 
invention,  is,  the  charming  ftile  in  which  it  is  delivered  ^if  we 
bdieve  the  Portuguefe) ;  for  the  beauty  of  the  elocution  makes 
fometimes  amends  for  the  faults  of  the  poets^  as  the  colouring'of . 
Rubens  makes  fome  defe^  in  his  figures  pafs^  unregarded* 

1  <*  -There  is  another  kind  of  machinery  continued  throughout 
aU  the  Poem,  which  nothing  can  excufe^  in  any  country .  what- 
ever ;  'tis  an  unjudicious  mixture  of  the  Heathen  Goda  with  our 
Religion.  Gama  in  a  ftorm  addreifes  his  prayers  to  Chri&,  but 
'tis  Venus  who  comes  to  his  relief;  the  heroes  are  Chriftiansy  and 
the  poet  heathen*  The  main  defign  which  the  Portuguefe  are 
fupposM  to  have  (next  to  promoting  their  trade)  is  to  propagate 
Chriflianity  ;  yet  Jupiter,  Bacchus,  and  Venus,  have  in  their 
hands  all  the  management  of  the  voyage.  So  incongruous  a 
machinery,  calls  a  blemifii  upon  the  whole  Poem  ;  yet  fhews  at 
the  fame  time,  how  prevailing  are  its  beauties,  fince  the  Portu- 
guefe like  it  with  all  its  faults. 

**  Camouens  hath  a  great  deal  of  true  wit,  and  not  a  little 
ftiare  of  falfe ;  his  imagination  hurries  him  into  great  abfurdities. 
I  remember,  that  after  Velafco  de  Gama  hath  related  his  adven- 
tures to  the  king  of  Melinda,  now,  fays  he,  O  king,  judge  if 
Ulyffes,  and  JEneas,  have  travelled  fo  far,  and  undergone  fo  many 
hardfhips.  As  if  that  barbarous  African  was  acquainted  with 
Homer  and  VirgiL 

*'  His  poem,  in  my  opinion,  is  full  of  numberlefs  faults  and 
beauties,  thick  fown  near  one  another ;  and  almoft  in  every  page 
there  is  fomething  to  laugh  at,  and  fomething  to  be  delighted 
with.     Among  his  moft  lucky  thoughts,  I  muft  take  notice  of 

two^ 
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of  unity  in  the  zSdoa  and  condudi.    For  the  mixture  of 
mythodogy^. a,. defence. fhall  be  offered,  add  the  (wild  ex* 

aggerations 

two,  for  the  likenefs  which  they  bear  to  two  moft  tidebrated 
paflages  of  Waller,  and  Sir  John  Denham. 

<«  Waller  fays,  in  his  Epiftle  to  Zelinda  ; 

thy  matchlefs  form  will  credit  bring. 
To  all  the  wonders  1  can  fing. 

<«  Camouens  iays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  voyages  of  the  Argo* 
nautes,  and  of  Ulyffes,  that  the  undertaking  of  the  Portugiiefe 
ihall  give  credit  to  all  thofe  fables,  in  furpaffing  thenu  . 

«  Sir  Jolin  Denham,  in.  his  Poem  on  Cooper's-Hill,  fays  to 
the  Thames; 

O  could  I  flow  like  thee,  and  make  thy  ftream,  '-  —  ^ 

My  great  example,  as  it  is  my  theme ; 

Tho' deep,  yet xlear,  tho' gentle,  yet; not  dull,    ,,  \,    « :: 

Strong  without  rage,  without  o*erflowing  full. 

**  Camouens  addrefles  the  Nymphs  of  Tag^  in  the  like  man- 
ner ;  **  O  Nymphs,  if  ever  I  fung  of  you,  infpire  me  now  with 
new  and  (bong  lays ;  let  my  ftile  flow  like  your  waves  ;  let  it  be 
deep  and  clear,  as  your  waters,  &c," 

Such  is  the  original  criticifm  of  Voltaire  on  the  Lufiad.  And 
never,  perhaps,  was  there  fuch  a  random  reverie,  fuch .  a  mafs  of 
mifreprefentations  and  falfitiea  as  the  whole  of  it  exhibits.  The 
moft  excufeable  parts  of  it  are  fuperficial  in  the  higheft  degree, 
Both  the  poet  and  the  hero  are  mifnamed  by  him.  The  name 
of  the  hero  has  been  correded,  that  of  Camouens  remains  ftill  in 
Voltaire,  the  only  author  who  ever  fpelled  it  in  this  manner* 
There  never  was  an  Emmanuel  the  fecond  of  Portugal.  Ca- 
moens  was  not  (hipwrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  but  on  the 
river  Mecon  in  Cochin-China.  «  That  Gama  went  a  new  way 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  hy  the  ocean^^  though  correfted  in  the  edition 
of  1 768,  affords  a  moft  ftriking  proof  of  Voltaire's  very  carelefe 

perufal 
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tive  of  the  iiobleft  fpecies  of  poetry,  has  been  given  fay 
Ariftotle ;  and  the  gteateft  critics  havt  fdlldwed  him,  in 
appropriating  to  this  fpecies  the  term  of  Epopoeia,  or  Epic, 

might  be  in  Fanfhaw,  and  in  Fanfliaw  he  found  it.  The  riympha 
of  the  Tagus  are  in  Sir  Richard's  vtrfion  thus  addrefcd ; 

If  i  in  low,  ycttunefnl  verfe,  tlie  jjralfc 
Of  your  fwcct  river  jilways  did  proclaim, 
Infpire  me  tiow  with  high  and  'thtindering  lays, 
■Give  mt  them  clear  and  Rowing  iike  its  jtreanu 

He  who  has  read  Camoens  and  Fanlhaw,  will  be  coff^ftrced 
where  Voltaire  found  Xht  fomething  to  laugh  at  in  every  page.  He 
;who  has  read  neither  the  original  nor  that  tra'n'Ilation,  ^iTl  tiow 
perceive  that  Voltaire's  opinion  of  the  Lufiad  was  drawn  from 
a  v€ry  partial  acquaintance  v^ith  the  iirifaithftd  and  tinpoetical 
verfion  of  Fanftiaw. 

And,  as  if  all  his  mifreprefentations  of  the  Lufiad  were  -aot 
enough,  a  new  and  unoft  capital  objedion  is  added  in  the  late 
editions  of  Voltaire.  "  Hats  de  torn  let  defauts  de  Uifotme^j^ic, 
But  of  all  the  latiks  of  this  poena,  the  greatcft  is  the  wa«t  bf 
connexion,  which  reigns  in  ev^ry  part  of  it.  It  refembfes^e 
voyage  which  is  its  fubje^.  The  adventuires  fucceeid  one  an- 
other, (^z  won^r/w/ei^V^/ow,)  and  the  poet  has  no  other  art,  than 
to  tell  his  tales  well."  Indeed  1  but  the  reader  Cannot  now  be 
furprffed  at  any  of  our  critic's  tnifreprefentations,  a  critic,  who 
in  many  inftances  has  violently  condenmed  the  Lufiad  upoh 

CmCUMSTANCES  WH'ICH   HATE  NO  PLACE  IN  THAt  POEM. 

After  publication  of  the  firft  edition  of  the  Lufiad,  the 
'trahflator  was  informed  of  the  folio w^iug  anecdote:  when  Vol- 
taire's Effay  on  Epic  Poetry  was  at  the  preifs  in  London,  he  hap- 
pened to  ihew  a  proof-fheet  of  it  to  Colonel  Bladon,  the  tranf- 
lator  of  Caefar's  Commentaries.  The  Colonel,  who  had  been  in 
Portugal,  afked  him  if  he  had  read  the  Lufiad ;  Voltaire  con- 
feffed  he  had  never  fecn  it,  and  could  not  read  Portugiiefe.  The 
Colonel  put  Fanfhaw's  tranflation  into  his  hands,  and  in  lefs  than 
a  fortnight  after,  Voltaire'^  Critique  made  its  appearance. 

The 


DISSEilTATION.      .         ccxcy 

TheX«bjefl:of  theEpopoeia,  according  to  that  great  father 
o^  C|riticifpa»  nmft  be  one*  One  aiflion  mud  be  invari- 
ahdy  porfuedi  f nd  heightcifcd  ^bxopgh  diffiprftnt  A^g^^*  ,^U1 
the  cfita£trophe  clofeit  ia  fo  c.oinplete  a  manner,  th^t  any 
fjMrtbcr  addition  wouW.oBly:pforin  the  reader  of  what  he 
already  perceives..  Yet  'mjm(fm^  jthiiuppp.ca^*  coll^tc- 
r^-epifo4e8:not  only  giypth^.v^etgr^  ^Q^f fl3?ftti>l,  tp^ood 
poi^y^^jbpt,.  lender  jndif ipi^f  4;^iafia|;emejrit^  ^  ?^ft.,  ^"  .^^ 
jnoft  jpjea,^. ,j{napiier  tp.fafu^te  j^nd  Pf Pf^ce.^  ijxe  unra- 
yelp^ept,  ^pip  ..cat^rophe.  .  Thus,  the  ,a:^^.o^.Ac}41- 
le^  b,|ih^  Jpjt^jpQ:  pf  tj^e  fti^^- :  He.  withdraws  hi§.  affift- 
ance.irpjn  tl^e  Greeks.  /Tijie  efforts  and  ^iftrefiejsof  the 
Gvecian  arxxxy  in  his  abfence,  and  th^  triumphs  of  Hef^or, 
^rc  ^he .  confequences  of  bis,  r^c.  I^  tlic  utmoft  <Jange)^  of 
the.Gi^ek3>lie  pefmits  his  friend  Patroclu?,to  go  fo  battle. 
Eatroclus  is.  Killed  by  Heftor.  Aehilks,  to  r^yenge  his 
fall,  nifb^s.tp  thfi^eld.  Heflor,i6  killed,  the  Trojans  de- 
feat^4j  «^P4.  the  r^ge  of  Aet^iUes  is  foothed  by  the  obfe- 
ijuies  pf.hisifriem}.  And  thus  alfp  t^  fubjeft  of  theEneid 
is  one.  The  remains  qf  the.Trpjan  nation,  to  whom  a 
feat,pf  empire  isjpromifed  J>y  tihe  orade,  ^e.  reprefented 
as  endangered. by  a  tempeft  at  Tea.  They  land  at  Carthage, 
^neas,  their  leader,  relates  the  fate  of  Troy  to  the  hofpi- 
table  xjueen ;.  but  i«  ordered  by  Jupiter  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
phecies, and  go  in  fearchof  the  promifed  feat  of  th^t  em« 
jpire,  which  was  one  day  to  command  tlit  world.  Eneas 
again  fets  fail,  many  adventures  befal  him.  He  at  laft 
lands  in  Italy,  where  prophecies  of  his  arrival  were  ac- 
knowledged. His  fated  bride,  however,  is  betrothed  to 
Turnus.    A  war  enfu^s,.and  ^be  poem  conc}u4e.s  with  the 
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death  of  the  riTal  of  Eneas.     In  both  thefe  great  poemsj 
a  machinery  fuitable  to  the  allegorical  relig^n  of  thofe 
times  is  prefenred.    Juno  is  the  guardian  of  the  Greeks, 
Venus  of  the  Trojans.    Narratire  poetry  without  fi£tion 
can  never  pleafe.    Without  fi£tion  it  muft  want  the  mar- 
TcllouS)  wUch  is  the  very  foul  of  poefy ;  and  hence  a  ma- 
chinery is  indifpenGUe  in  the  Epic  poem.    The  condn& 
and  machinery  of  the  Lufiad  are  as  follow :   Tlic  poem 
opens  with  a  view  of  the  Fortuguefe  fleet  before  a  preljpe- 
rous  gale  en  the  coaft  of  Ethiopia.     The  crews^  howefcr, 
are  worn  with  hbour,  and  dieir  fafety  depends  upon  thehr 
fortune  in  a  friendly  harbour.  The  Grods  of  ancient  or 
poetical  mythology  are  reprefented  as  in  council.    The 
fate  of  the  Eaftem  world  depends  upon  the  fuccefs  of  the 
fleet.    But  as  we  trace  the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad,  let  us 
remember  that,  like  the  machinery  of  Homer  and  Virgil^ 
it  is  alfo  allegorical.     Jupiter,  or  the  Lord  bf  Pate,  pro- 
nounces that  the  Lufians  (hall  be  profperous.  Bacchus,  the 
evil  daemon  or  genius  of  Mohammedifm,  who  was  wor- 
fhipped  in  the  Eaft,  forcfeeing  that  his  empire  and  altars 
wouJd  be  overturned,  oppcfes  Jove,  or  Fate.  The  celeftial 
Venus,  or  heavenly  Love,  pleads  for  the  Lufians.     Mars, 
or  divine  Fortitude,  encourages  the  Lord  of  Fate  to  remain 
unaltered  ;  and  Maia's  fon,  the  Meflenger  of  Heaven,  is 
fent  to  lead  the  navy  to  a  friendly  harbour.     The  fleet  ar- 
rives at  Mozambic.     Bacchus,  like  Juno  in  the  Eneid, 
raifes  a  commotion  againft  the  Lufians.     A  battle  enfues, 
and  the  viftorious  fleet  purfue  their  voyage  under  the  care 
of  a  Moorifli  pilot,  who  advifes  them  to  enter  the  har- 
bour of  Quiloa.     According  to  hiftory,  they  attempted 
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this  harbour^  vfhtrc  their-  deftrudiioh  would  have  been 
inevitable  ;  but  they  were  driven  from  it  by  the  violence 
of  a  fudden  tempeft.  The  poet,  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
Homer  and  Virgil,  afcribes  this  to  the  celeftial  Venus» 

■  whofe  watchful  care 
Had  ever  been  their  guide  — — 

They  now  arrive  at  Mombaffa.  The  malice  of  the  evil 
daemon  or  genius  of  Mohammedifm,  ftiJl  excites  the  arts 
of  treachery  againft  them,  Hermes,,  xlit,  Meffenger  of 
Heaven,  in  a  dream,  in  the  fpir|t  of  Hdmer,  warns  the 
hero  of  the  poem  of  his  danger,  and  commands  him  to 
fteer  for  Melinda.  There  he  arrives^  and  is  received  by 
the  prince  in  the  moft  friendly  manner.  Here  the  hero 
receives  the  firft  certain  intelligence  or  hope  of  India. 
The  prince  of  Melinda's  admiration  of  the  fortitude  and 
prowefs  of  his  guefts,  the  firft  who  had  ever  dared  to  pafs 
the  unknown  ocean  by  Cape  Corrientes,  (fee  p.  77.  vol.  iLj 
artfully  prepares  the  reader  for  a  long  epifode.  The  poem 
of  Virgil  contains  the  hift6ry  of  die  Roimin  ifhi]^re  to  his 
own  time.  Cafnoens  perceived  &ts,  and  ttoA  ih  liis  fteps. 
The  hiftory  of  Portugal,  ^hich^  Gama  relates  to  the  king 
of  Melinda,  is  not  only  neceflary  to  give  their  new  ally  an 
high  idea  of  the  Lufian  prowefs  and  fpirit,  but  al(b  natu« 
rally  leads  to,  and  accounts  for  the  voyage  of  Gama :  the 
event,  which,  in  its  confequences,  fums  up  the  Fortu- 
guefe  honours.  It  is  as  requifite  for  Gama  to  tell  the 
rife  of  his  nation  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  as  it  is  for  Eneas 
to  relate  to  Djdo  the  caufe  of  his  voyage,  the  deftrudlion 
pf  TxQj.    Pleafed  with  the  fame  of  their  nationj  the  l^g 

of 


cccvi  DlSSEkTATlOI^. 

names  of  thefe  deities  became  merely  allegorical^  fnch 
alfo  ought  to  be  the  afkiohs  afcribed  to  them.  And  Ca- 
moens  has  ftridly  adhered  to  this  rule.  His  heroes  are 
Chriftians  ;  and  Santa  Fe^  Holy  Faith,  is  often  mentioned 
in  the  hiftorical  parts  where  his  heroes  fpeak  and  a£^. 
But  it  is  only  in  the  allegorical  parts  where  the  pagan  or 
the  poetical  mythology  is  introduced.  And  in  his  ma- 
chineryi  as  in  his  hiftorical  parts,  there  is  no  mixture  of 
Pagan  andChriftian  perfonages.  The  deliverance  of  the 
Lufian  fleet,  afcribed  to  the  celeftial  Venus,  fo  ridiculed 
by  Voltaire,  is  exaftly  according  to  the  precepts  of  Boi- 
Icau,  It  is  the  hiftorical  oppoGtion  or  concert  of  Chrif- 
tian  and  Pagaii  'ideas  which  forms  the  abfurd,  and  disfi- 
gures a  poem.  But  this  abfurd  oppofition  or  concert  of 
perfonages  has  no  place  in  the  Lufiad,  though  it  is  found 
in  the  greateft  of  modern  poets.  From  Milton  both  the 
allowable  and  blanieable  mixture  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan 
ideas  may  be  fully  exemplified.  With  great  judgment, 
he  ranks  the  Pagan  deities  among  the  fallen  angels.  When 
he  alludes  to  Pagan  mythology,  he  fometimes  fays,  "  as 

fables 

Chriilians,  with  refpeft  to  daemons,  was  unabated  in  the  age  of 
Camoens ;  for  the  oracles  of  the  pagan  deities  were  then  be- 
lieved to  have  been  given  by  evil  fpirits.  Bacchus  might  there- 
fore in  a  Chriftian  poem  of  fuch  ages,  reprefent  the  evil  daemon  ; 
and  it  was  on  this  principle  that  Taflb  feii  no  impropriety  in 
calling  Pluto  his  king  of  hell,  the  grand  foe  of  mankind^  and 
making  him  talk  of  the  birth  of  Chrift.  In  like  manner, 
when  Camoens  fays  that  the  Chriftian  altar  raifed  (book  II.)  to 
deceive  the  Lufians,  was  the  illufion  of  Bacchus  ;  he  fays  no 
more  than  what  was  agreeable  to  the  popular  belief  of  the  hea- 
then oracles,  and  no  more  than  what  poetry  allows  when  a  ftorm 
is  afcribed  to  Neptune,  or  arrow?  given  to  Cupid. 
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fables  feign ;"  and  fometimes  he  mentions  thefe  deities 
in  the  allegory  of  poetical  ftyle ;  as  thus^ 


When  Bellona  ftorms, 


With  all  her  battering  engines  bent  to  rafe 
Some  capital  city  — 

And  thus,  when  Adam  fmiles  on  Eve ; 

■■■    I    ■  as  Jupiter 
On  Juno  fmiles  when  he  impregns  the  clouds 
That  (hed  May  flowers  y 

Here  the  perfonages  are  mentioned  exprefslyin  their  alle- 
gorical capacity,  the  ufe  recommended  by  Boileau.  In  the 
following  the  blameable  mixture  occurs.  He  is  defcribing 
Paradifc— —  « 


vUniverfd  Fan 


Knit  with  the  graces  and  the  hours  in  dance 
Led  on  th'  eternal  fpring.    Not  that  fair  field 
Of  Enna,  where  Froferpin,  gathering  flowers, 
H€;rfelf  a  fairer  flower,  by  gloomy  Dis 
Was  gathered :  which  coft  Ceres, all  that  pain 
To  feck  her  through  the  world 

■     .        might  with  this  Par^dife 


Of  Eden  ftriye 

The  mention  of  Pan,  the  graces  and  hours^  is  here  in  the 
pure  allegorical  ftyle  of  poetry.  But  the  ftory  of  Profer- 
pin  is  not  in  allegory;  it  is  mentioned  in  the  fame  man- 

u  2  ncr 


coictui         J>J3  6  £  JR  T  AT  J  out 

of  MeUnda  vows  laftiog  friend£hip  with  the  Lufians^  aiid 
gives  them  a  £iitbf«l  pilot.  As  they  fail  acrofs  the  gamt 
bcUafi -oceaniy  the  machinery  is  again  employed.  The 
evil  diemon  imploscs  Neptune  and  the  powers  of  the  fea 
to  raifc  a  temped  to  deftroy  the  fleet.  The  faiiors  on  the 
night-watch  fortify  their  courage  by  relating  the  valian|: 
a£l8  of  their  countrymen ;  and  an  epifode,  in  the  true 
poetical  fpirit  of  chivalry,  is  introduced.  Thus  AchilJes 
in  his  tent  is  reprefented  as  finging  to  hisr  lyre  the  praifcs 
jof  heroes.  And  m  the  Epic  condu£l,  this  narrative  and 
the  tales  told  by  Ncftor^  either  to  reftrain  or  inflame  the 
rage  of  the  GreciaQ  chiefs^  are  certainly  the  fame« 

Thb  accumulation  of  the  tempeft  in*  the  meanwhile  b 
finely  dtfctibed.  *  It  now  defcends.  Cdeftial  Venus  per- 
ceives (he  dlingef'of  her  fleet.  She  is  introduced  by  the 
appeairance  of  lier  ftar,'  a  flroke  of  poetry  which  would 
liave  fliined  in  the  Eneid.     The  tempefl  is  In  its  utmoft 

The.  iky  and  ocean  blending  each  on  fire, 
.  ,,&f^mid,f^  all  naitfire  (Iruggled  to  expire, 
.'     Whca  now.  the  fily^r  ftar  of  love  appear'd ; 
i      ••  Bright  in  herieaft  her  .radiant  front  (he  rear'd ; 
.   ....  'Fair  throu^  tfe^  horrid  ftorm  the  gentle  ray 
.  .Jtenounced  the  pcomife  of  the  cheerful  day. 
.,    ,,   Fwrn-her  bright  throne  celeftial  Love  beheld 
'      :  The  tempeft  hurn~-T. 

And  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Homer's  allegory  (fee  tie  note, 
p.  124>  yol.M.)  (he  palls  her  nymphs>  and  by  their  miniftry 

ftiUs 
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lUU^  tbe  tempeft.  Gama  no^  arrives  in  India.  Eyerf  cir^ 
Cun^ftonce  rife^  from  |ke  preceding  one ;  and^.  as  fuUy  (ioint* 
ed  out  in  tbenotes^^tbe  ciai|du61'ia  every  circumftance  h 
1^  exactly  Virgiliarl^  as  any  two  tragediejB  may  pofEUy  be 
{dike  in  adherence  to  the  nilcs  'of  the  dram^i ..  Gam;i^ 
haying  accompliftad  his  pul^pofe  in  India,  fetsjCail  for  £v^ 
rope,  and  the  machlaery  is.  for  the  laft  ><tii»e  employed^ 
Ventis,  to  reward  her  lieroes,  raifes  aBaradifaicaiil|afKl.tn 
the  fea.  Voltaire^  in  his  Eti^iih  EiTay^  Has fud^dittt  n6 n|i!» 
tioKvbat  the  Portugaefe  and  Italians  could  be  ^afed  witk 
ihis  ^diDtt.  In  the  Fxendthe  basfmppreilladdm  fisitenoe, 
hot  has  compared  it  to  aXhitch  brcftheL  ailowed  for  the 
{aak)i».  Yet  thisidea  of;  it  is  as  falfe  asat.sftgraft.  EveJrJf 
thing  in  the  ifland  of  Love  xefemblestfae  ftatoc  .of  Vjeous 
«ie  Medicis;.  TiiQ  defcriptAoa  is  warxaiindeed,  butit  is 
<c^s(fle  ae  the £rft  lories  of  Ada^Aand  Ej^m  Miitbit:;  and 
HCffitk^lyfe-eefrdm  thatgroi(rnie£s  fjie^henote^  P«3S5«  ^^*^) 
^ften  to  be  found  on  Daiuie^  Acioffo,  Spenfer^'^todin  Mck- 
ton  himrel(^  Afterth^  poet  has  eicplained  ^dse  aSkgdvy  ttf 
the  ifiatid  of  Love>  tte  gbddefs  'O'f  tbeOb^aa.gms^  ber 
hand  and  commits  her  Empire  toteamaj  igAtom  Ae  ton- 
dufts  to  her  palace^  "sdkcre,  in  a  prdpfhettc'&ngv  Tie  hears 
the  anions  of  the  heroes  who  were  to  eftablifli  the  Portu- 
gaefe empire  in  the  Eaft.  In  i£pk>ooadii3:  nothing  can  be 
^ore  mafterly.  The  funeral  games  in  honpur  of  Patrocius^ 
after  the  liiad  has  turned  xsfon  its  great  hingCj  tfaedeadi 
of  He^ior,  are  here  moftjiappily  imitated^  after  the  Lufiad 
hasalfo  turned  upon  its  great  hinge^  the  difcovery  of  In- 
dia. The  conduct  is  the  fame,  though  not  one  feature  is 
bprrowied.    UJyfies  and  Eneas  are  fent  to  «iQt  t^  pegions 
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of  tlie  dead  ;  and  Voltaire's  hero  nwft  alfo  be  conrefcd 
to  heD  and  bcarcn.  But  how  roperior  is  the  fpiiit  of 
f^wmgfwt !  He  parallels  diefe  ftriking  adrentiacs  hf  a  new 
f£6oa  of  his  own.  Gama  in  the  ifland  of  Bl^  and 
Eneas  in  Hell,  are  in  Epic  condnd  exa^f  the  £une  ;  and 
in  this  nnborrowing  (amcnefs,  he  arifuUy  inierweaves  tie 
it/hfy  rf  Portugal:  arffidfy  as  Voltaire  himfi^ con£eiie& 
The  CfiEodc  with  the  king  of  Helinda,  die  dcfct^nioii 
of  the  painted  enfigns,  and  the  prophetic  ibng,  are  paral- 
lel in  n*?""^'  and  purpofe  with  the  epifode  of  Dido»  the 
flndd  of  £neas»  and  die  Tifion  in  Elyfiom.  To  appeafe 
die  n^  of  AchHleSy  and  to  lay  the  (bundatkm  of  the 
Romaa  empire,  are  the  grand  pnrpofes  of  the  Iliad  and 
Eaeidv  the  one  eflfeded  by  the  death  ofHeOors  die 
other  bj  the  alliance  of  Latinus  and  Eneas,  rendered 
certain  by  the  death  of  Tamos.  In  like  manner,  to  efta^ 
UlQi  the  Portnguefe  Chriftian  empire  in  the  Eaft,  b  the 
grand  defign  of  theLufiad,  rendered  certain  by  the  happy 
return  of  Gama.  And  thus,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
Epopoeia,  ends  the  Lufiad,  a  poem  where  erery  circum- 
.fiance  rifes  in  juft  gradation,  till  the  whole  is  fummed  up 
in  the  moft  perfecl  unity  of  Epic  action. 

The  machinery  of  Homer,  {fc^  the  noU,  p.  124.  vol.  ii«) 
contains  a  moft  perfe£l  and  mafterly  allegory.  To  imitate 
the  ancients  was  the  prevailing  tafte  when  Camoens  wrote^ 
and  their  poetical  manoers  were  every  where  adopted. 
That  he  efteemed  his  own  as  allegorical,  he  afliires  us  in 
the  end  of  the  ninth  book,  and  in  one  of  his  letters* 
Put  a  proof,  even  more  determinate,  occurs  in  the  open- 
ing 
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ihg  (^  the  poein.  Caftera,  the  French  tranflator,  by  fais 
Over  refinement,  has  much  mifreprefented  the  allegory  of 
the  Lufiad.  Mars,  who  never  appears  but  once  in  the 
fiift,book,  he  tells  us,  fignifies  Jefus  Chrift.  This  expla* 
nation,  fo  open  to  ridicule,  is  every  way  unneceffaryj 
and  furely  never  entered  the  thou^t  of  Camoens.  It 
is  evident,  however,  that  he  intended  the  guardian  jk>wer8 
of  Chriftianity  and  Mohammedifm  under  the  two  prin- 
cipal  perfonages  of  his  machinery.  Words  cannot  be 
plainer: 

Wherever  this  people  fliould  Aeir  empire  raife^ 
She  knew  her  altars  fhould  unnumber'd  blaze  ; 
And  barbarous  nations  at  her  holy  (hrine 
Be  humanifed  and  taught  her  lore  divine : 
Her  fpreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpir'd. 
And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worlhip  fir'd. 

And  the  fame  idea  is  on  every  opportunity  repeated  and 
enforced.  Pagan  mythology  had  its  celeftial,  as  well  as 
terreftrial  Venus  *.    The  celeftial  Venus  is  therefore  the 

moll: 

*  The  celeftial  Venus,  according  to  Plato,  was  the  daughter 
of  Ouranus  or  Heaven,  and  thence  called  Urania.  The  paflage 
ftands  in  the  Sympoiion  of  that  author  as  follows : 

Uailiq  yap  wfMt  on  nz  env  avsv  E^aHof  A^^oJtTu*  TaJir,^  h  (uetq  fAS9  tiarntf 
•K  at  n>  Z^uq'  en-ci  h  ho  trovf  ho  aietyKn  xai  Eg*JI«  tltM,  tfu^  ^  ov 
ho  rx  Ssa  ;  71  fAi¥  yi  wot/,  w^icrgi/ls^ce,  «ai  af«Ii^p»  Ov^ava  ^vyotinf,  V 
h  «at  ov^anut  «ro»ofu»fof«F  u  h  nJlt^a»  Aioj  xai  Awn^,  m  in  wofi'ij- 

This  Urania- Venus,  according  to  Paufanius  and  other  writers, 
had  fumptuous  temples  in  Athens,  Phoenicia,  Sec,     She  was 

painted 
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moft  proper  pcrfonagc  of  that  mythology  tp  figure  Chrif^ 
tianity.  And  Bacchus,  the.  conqueror  of  the  Eaft,  i9>  io 
the  ancient  poetical  allegory,  the  mod  natural  protedor<  of 
the  altars  of  India.  Whatever  may  be  faid  againft  the  ufe 
of  the  Ancient  machinery  in  a  modern  poem^  candour  it^uft 
confefs>  that  the  allegory  of  Camoens  which  ^rms  th^ 
genius  of  Mohammedifm  *  againft  the  expedition  of  hi/i 
heroes,  is  both  fublime  and  moft  happily  intereiling«  Nor 
muft.his  choice  of  the  ancient  poetical  machinery  be  con- 
demned without  examination*  It  has  been  the  language 
©f  poetry  thefe  three  thoufand  years,  and  its  allegory  is 
perfeflly  underftood.  If  not  impofTible,  it  will  certainly 
be  very  difficult  to  find  a  new,  or  a  better  machinery  for 
an  Epic  poem.  That  of  Taflb  is  condemned  by  Boileau  f  , 
yet  that  of  Camoens  may  plead  the  authority  of  that  cele- 
brated critic,  and  is  even  vindicated,  undefignedly,  by 
Voltaire  himfclf.  In  an  eflay  prefixed  to  his  Henriade, 
Le  mot  d^Amphitritey  fays  he,  dbns  notre  poeftey  ne  ftgnifie 

que 

painted  in  complete  armour;  her  prieflefTc?  were  virgins ;  and  no 
man  was  allowed  to  approach  her  fhrine.  Xenophon  fays,  fhe  pre- 
fided  over  the  love  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  which  are  the  pleafures 
of  the  foul,  as  the  terreftrial  Venus  prefided  over  the  pleafures 
of  the  body. 

*  For  feveral  collateral  proofs,  fee  the  note,  p.  70.  vol.  11.  and 
text,  in  Lufiad  VIIL  where  Bacchus,  the  evil  daemon,  takes  the 
form  of  Mohammed,  and  appears  in  a  dream  to  a  prieft  of  the 
Koran. 

f  On  account  of  his  magic.  But  magic  was  the  popular  be- 
lief of  TafTo's  age,  and  has  afforded  him  a  fine  machiner}^, 
though  his  ufe  of  it  is  fometimes  highly  blameable;  as  where  he 
makes  an  enchanter  oppofe  the  ^rch-angel  Michael,  armed  with 
the  authority  of  the  True  God,  &c.  3cc. 


que  la  Mer^  isf  non  V  epoujh  de  Ntptune^^  the  word  Am- 
*«  phitrite  in  btf<»  pbctf y  fi^nific8'  dfily  fbc  fed,  and  hot  the 
«  wifeofNcpwme/'  And  vhf  may  not  the  word  Venus 
in  Camoens  figitffy'dlvifte  love,  ftmi  not  the  wife  of  Vul- 
can ?  *<  Love,":  feyi  Voltai!l&;  id  the  fame  Effay,  ««  has 
"  his  artows,  and  Juftice  a  balance,  in  ouf  moft  Cbnftian 
**  writings,  in  our  paintings,  in  our  tapeftty,  wfehout 
"  being  efteemed  as  the  leaft  mixture  of  Paganifm*  And 
if  this  criticifm  has  juftice  in  it,  why  not  apply  it  <e  the 
Lufiad,  as  well  as  to  the  Hcnriade  *  ?  .Candour  wffl  not 
only  apply  it  to  the  Lufiad,  but  will  alfo  add  the  authority 
of  Boileau.     He  is  giving  rules  for  an  Epic  poem : 

Dans  U  vafle  reck  (Tune  loftgut  afHcn^ 

Sefoutient  par  hfabk^  ^t  vU  deJiBioH. 

La  pour  nous  enchanter  tout  ejl  mis  en  ufage : 

Tout  prend  un  corps y  wte  amcy  un  efpritj  un  vlfage  ; 

Chaque 

*  Thus,  when  the  Henriade  is  to  be  defended,  the  arrows  of 
Cupid  convey  no  mixture  of  paganifm.  But  when  the  ifland  of 
Love  in  theLufiad  is  to  be  condemned,  our  honnete  critic  muft  ridi-, 
cule  ^he  ufe  of  thefe  very  arrows — "  Cejl  la  que  Venusy  aldce  det 
Qonfetls  du  Pere  Etemely  et  fecondee  en  meme  terns  desjleches  de  Cu" 
pldon, — It  is  there  that  Venus,  aided  by  the  counfels  of  the 
Eternal  Father,  and  at  the  fame  time,.feconded  by  the  arrows  of 
Cupid,  renders  the  Nereides  amorous  of  the  Portuguefe.'*— 
But  this,  one  of  his  lateft  additions,  is  as  unhicky  as  all  the  reft. 
The  Eternal  Father  is  the  fame  Joye^  who  is  rcpr/efented  as  the 
fupreme  leather  in  the  flrft  book,  (^S/.  22..  Portuguefe,).  and  in 
book  9.  ft.  18.  is  only  faid  to  have  oMained  Venus  to  be  the 
good  genius  of  the  Lufitanians.  ITiere  h  ftot  a  ^ord  kboiit  iht 
alfiflance  ^  his  cotmfd;  that  was  int^x^duced  by  Vollaire;  iblejiy 
to  throw  ridicule  upon  an  allegory,  which,  by  the  bjy^e,  when  ufed 
in  the  Henriade,  has  not  the  leaft  fault,  in  his  opinion ;  but  is 
th^re  every  way  in  the  true  ftyle  of  poetry. 
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Cbaque  virtu  dnnent  une  diviniti  : 

Minerye  eft  la  prudence^  &  Vemu  la  beanie. 

Ce  rtejlplus  la  vapeur  qui  prodmt  le  tomtere, 

Cejl  Jupiter  armie  pour  effrajer  la  terre* 

Un  arage  terrible  dax  jeux  des  matelots^ 

Ceft  Neptune^  en  courrouxy  qui  gaurmande  tegfitU  • . » • 

Sans  tous  ces  ornemem  le  vers  tombe  en  languenr  : 

La  poefie  ejl  morte^  ou  rampefans  vigueur  z 

Lepoete  fiejl  plus  qu*un  orateur  timide, 

^u'unjroid  biftorien  ^ une  fable  infipide. 

Sverj  idea  of  thefe  Unes  (Irongly  defends  the  Lafiad< 
Yet,  it  mud  not  be  concealed,  a  diftindlion  follows  which 
may  appear  againft  it*  BoQeau  requires  a  profane  fubje£l 
for  the  Epic  Mufe.    Bat  his  reafon  for  it  is  not  juft : 

De  la  fit  Jfun  Chretien  Us  mjfieres  terriblet 
Jfomemens  egayes  nefont  point  fufceptibles. 
Uevangik  a  Pefprit  r^offre  de  tous  cctes 
^e  penitence  a  fair e^  isf  tourmenJ  merit  a  : 
Et  de  vosfiBions  le  melange  coupahle 
Meme  afes  verites  donne  Fair  de  la  fable. 

The  mjfteres  ierribles  afford^  indeed,  no  fubjcft  for  poetry. 
But  the  Bible  oficrs  to  the  mufe  fomething  befides  penitence 
and  merited  torments.  The  Paradife  Loft,  and  the  works 
of  the  greateft  painters,  evince  this.  Nor  does  this 
criticifm,  falfe  as  it  is,  contain  one  argument  which  ex- 
cludes the  heroes  of  a  Chriftian  nation  from  being  the 
fubjea  of  poetry.  Modern  fubjefts  are  indeed  con- 
demned by  Boileau ;  and  ancient  fable,  with  its  Ulyffes, 

Agamemnon, 
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condemn  it  in  terms,  as  If  the  Liifiad,  the  poem  whtch  of 
all  other  modem  ones  is  the  moft  unei^c^ptionable  in  this, 

'  w«e 

Such  IS  the  view  of  the  Lufiad  given  by  a  profeffed  critic. 
It  18  impoflible  to  make  any  remark  on  it  v^rithout  giving  offence 
to  falfe  delicacy.  But  to  that  goddefs  the  tranflator  of  the  in* 
jured  Camoenfi  vv^ill  offer  no  facrifice.  We  have  fjully  proved, 
and  Bacon  has  been  cited  to  explain  the  philofophical  reafon  of 
it,  that  the  fpirit  of  poetry  demands  fomething  fupentatural. 
Lucan  has  been  feverely  cenfured,  by  the  grcateft  of  ancient  and 
modem  critics,  for  the  want  of  poetical  ck>athing  or  allegory. 
The  fpirit  of  poetry  exifts  in  perfonification } 

^Toutfrend  unxorps^  une  ame^  un  efprit,  un  niijagt'—^ 

^nd  an  allegorical  machinery  is  eflential  to  the  Epopoeia.  In 
this  manner  Virgil  and  Homer  conduA  their  poems.  (  See  the  tuOe^ 
p,  124.  vol.  ii. )  But  our  critic  perceives  nothing  of  this  kind  in 
Camoens.  Though  the  whole  condu£i  of  the  Lufiad  depends 
upon  the  council  held  by  Jove,  upon  the  allegorical  parts  taken 
by  the  perfonages  of  the  machinery ; 

Her  fpreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpir'd. 
And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worfhip  firM— 

and  though  this  allegory  is  finely  fuftained  throughout  the  whole 
poem,  where  celefUal  Love  is  ever  mindful  [See  B.  ix.)  that  Jove 
or  Fate  had  decreed  that  her  altars  fhould  be  reared  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  fuccefs  of  her  heroes ;  though  all  this,  is  truly 
Homeric,  is  what  the  world  ever  efteemed  the  true  Epic  con- 
du6l,  our  critic  ^an  fee  no  earthly  purpofe  in  the  council  of  Jove, 
but  to  fhew  that  he  favoured  the  Lufians ;  no  reafon  for  the 
oppofition  of  Bacchus,  but  that  be  had  been  conqueror  of  India, 
and  was  averfe  it  fhould  be  conquered  a  fecond  time.  In  the 
fame  ignorance  of  the  Epic  condu£^  is  the  vacant  account  of 
Bacchus  and  the  Moor.  But  let  our  critic  be  told,  that  through 
the  fides  of  Camoens,  if  his  blow  will  avail,  he  has  murdered 
both  Homer  and  Virgil.  What  condemns  the  council  of  Jove 
in  the  Lufiad^  condemns  the  councils  of  Jove  in  thefe  models  of 

:        >      ■•  th^ 
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names  of  thefe  deities  became  merely  allegorical^  fach 
alfo  ought  to  be  the  aftiohs  afcribed  to  them.  And  Ca«> 
moens  has  ftridly  adhered  to  this  rule.  His  heroes  are 
Chriftians  ;  and  Santa  Fe,  Holy  Faith,  is  often  mentioned 
in  the  hiftorical  parts  where  his  heroes  fpeak  and  a£l. 
But  it  is  only  in  the  allegorical  parts  where  the  pagan  or 
the  poetical  mythology  is  introduced.  And  in  his  ma- 
chinery, as  in  his  hiftorical  parts,  there  is  no  mixture  of 
Pagan  andCfarifiian  perfonages.  The  deliverance  of  the 
Lufian  fleet,  afcribed  to  the  celeftial  Venus,  fo  ridiculed 
by  Voltaire,  is  exa£lly  according  to  the  precepts  of  Boi- 
leau.  It  is  the  hiftorical  oppofition  or  concert  of  Chrif- 
fian  and  Pagan  'ideas  which  forms  the  abfurd,  and  disfi- 
gures a  poem.  But  this  abfurd  oppoGtion  or  concert  of 
perfonages  has  no  place  in  the  Lufiad,  though  it  is  found 
in  the  greateft  of  modem  poets.  From  Milton  both  the 
allowable  and  blameable  mixture  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan 
ideas  may  be  fully  exemplified.  With  great  judgment, 
he  ranks  the  Pagan  deities  among  the  fallen  angels.  When 
he  alludes  to  Pagan  mythology,  he  fometimes  fays,  "  as 

fables 

Chriilians,  with  refpe£^  to  daemons,  was  unabated  in  the  age  of 
Camoens ;  for  the  oracles  of  the  pagan  deities  were  then  be- 
lieved to  have  been  given  by  evil  fpirits.  Bacchus  might  there- 
fore in  a  Chriftian  poem  of  fuch  ages,  reprefent  the  evil  daemon  ; 
and  it  was  on  this  principle  that  Taflb  felt  no  impropriety  in 
calling  Pluto  his  king  of  hell,  the  grand  foe  of  mankind^  and 
making  him  talk  of  the  birth  of  Chrift.  In  like  manner, 
when  Camoens  fays  that  the  Chriftian  altar  raifed  (book  II.)  to 
deceive  the  Lufians,  was  the  illufion  of  Bacchus ;  he  fays  no 
more  than  what  was  agreeable  to  the  popular  belief  of  the  hea- 
then oracles,  and  no  more  than  what  poetry  allows  when  a  ftorm 
is  afcribed  to  Neptune,  or  arrow?  given  to  Cupid. 
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fables  feign  ^"  and  fometimes  he  mentions  thefe  deities 
in  the  allegory  of  poetical  flyle ;  asthus. 


When  Bellona  ftorms. 


With  all  her  battering  engines  bent  to  rafe 
Some  capital  city  — 

And  thus,  when  Adam  fmiles  on  Eve ; 

- '    I    "  as  Jupiter 
On  Juno  fmUes  when  he  impregns  the  clouds 
That  flied  May  flowers—* 

Here  the  perfonages  are  mentioned  exprefsly  in  their  alle- 
gorical capacity^  the  ufe  recommended  by  Boileau.  In  die 
following  the  blameable  mixture  occurs.  He  is  defcribing 
Paradifc—         <     • 

Univerfal  Pan 


Knit  with  the  graces  and  the  hours  in  dance 
l^d  on  th'  eternal  fpring.    Not  that  fair  field 
Of  £nna>  where  Proferpin,  gathering  flowers^ 
,  He^rfelf  a  fairer  flower,  by  gloomy  Dis 
Was  gathered ;  which  coft  Ceres  all  that  pain 
To  feek  her  through  the  worid  ■ 

— —  might  with  this  Pari^dife 


Of  Edenftriye 

The  mention  of  Pan,  the  graces  and  hours^  is  here  in  the 
pure  allegorical  ftyle  of  poetry.  But  the  ftolry  of  Profcr- 
pin  is  not  in  allegory;  it  is  mentioned  in  the  fame  man- 

u  2  ner 
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ner  of  zuAcnikky  as.  the  msmj  fcripture  hiftpries  intm^ 
duced  into  the  Paradife  Loft.    When  the  ao^  brings. 
Eve  to  Adam,  fhc  appears 

•rr-^  in  naked  beauty  more  adprn'd 
More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gkxis 
EndoVd  with  all  their  gifts,  and  O  too  like 
In  fad  event,  when  to  th*  unwi(er  fon 
Of  Japhet  brought  by  Hermes  (he  enfoar'd 
Mankind  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  avenged 
On  him  who  had  ftole  Jove's  authentic  fire- 
Here  we  have  the  heathen  Gods,  another  origin  of  evil, 
andia  whole  ftring  of  fables,  alluded  to  as  resd  events^  cm 
a  level  with  hS^^fiabjea. 

Nor  is  poetical  ufe  the  only  defence  of  our  ixijuxcd  a«b- 
thor.    In  the  age  of  Camoens>  Bacchus  was  efteemed  a 

real  daemon :  and  celeftial  Venus  was  conCdered  as  the 
name  bywhr6h  the  Ethnics  expreffcd  the  divine  Love. 
But  if  flie  Cold  hyper-cfitic  will  ftill  blame  our  author  for 
his  allegory,  let  it  be  repeated,  that  of  all  Chriftian  poets> 
Camoens  is  in  this  the  Icaft  reprehenfible.  The  Hell, 
Purgatory,  and  Paradife  of  Dante,  form  one  continued 
unallegorical  texture  of  Pagan  and  Scriptural  names,  de- 
fcriptions,  atid  ideas.  Ariofto  is  continually  in  the  fame 
fault.     And,  if  it  is  a  fault  to  ufe  the  ancient  poetical 

machinery 

*  Nor  are  tjjefe  the  only  inilaaces ;  the  death  of  Hercules,. 
and  feveral  qthers  in  Milton,  fall  under  the  cenfure  of  an  ij^udU 
cious  mixture  of  facred  and  profane  mythology  and  hiftory. 
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The  poem  of  Camoen?,  indeed^  fo  fully  vindicates 
itfelf,  that  this  defence  of  it  perhaps  niay  feem  um^ecef- 
fary.  Yet  one  confidcratlon  will  vindicate  this  defence. 
The  poem  is  written  in  a  language  unknown  in  polite 
literature.  Few  are  able  to  judge  of  the  original,  and 
the  unjuft  clamour  raifed  again!):  it. by  Rapin  *  and  Vol- 
taire, has  bepn  received  in  Europe  a$  its  true  charaflen 

'Lord 

the  poem,  has  no  conhe£lion  with  the  other  parts  of  the  a6lion; 
and  the  events  do  not  arife  from  each  other;  for  St.  Louis  pre- 
vents the  efiFe6ls  of  eyei*y  vidory.  And  the  cataftrophe  is 
brought  about  by  Henry's  converfion,  independent  of  every 
exertion  of  his  generalftiip  or  valour,  which  are  properly  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  poem. 

*  It  is  an  unhappy  thing  to  write  in  an  unread  tongue.  Never 
was  author  fo  mifreprefented  by  ignorance  as  the  poet  of  Portu- 
gal. Rapin,  that  cold-blooded  critic,  tells  us,  that  to  write  a 
good  epic,  **  II  faut  obferver  de  la  proportion  dans  le  deffein^  it  is 
neceflary  to  obferve  proportion  in  the  defign,  juftnefs*  in  the 
thought,  and  not  to  fall  into  rambling." — He  then  afferts, 
that  Camoens  trefpaffes  againft  aU  thefe  rules — ^that  he  wants 
difcemment  and  conduft — ^that  he  thought  of  nothing  but  to 
exprefs  the  pride  of  his  nation,  for  his  ftyle,  he  fays,  ejijier  £sf 
fq/lueuxf  fierce  and  ftilted.  In  another  place  he  fays,  "  poetical 
didion  ought  to  be  clear,  natural,  and  harmonious,  and  obfcurity 
IS  its  greateft  blemifh," — ^to  which,  having  named  Camoens,  he 
adds,  **  fes  vers  font  Ji  obfcursy  qu^th  pourroient  pqffer  pour  des 
m^eres — his  verfes  are  fo  obfcure  that  they  may  pafs  for  myfte- 
ries." — Perhaps  the  old  French  verfion  may  deferve  this  charac- 
ter; but  certain  it  is  from  hence,  that  Rapin  never  read  the 
original.  Perfpicuity,  elegant  fimplicity,  and  the  moft  natural 
unftrained  harmony,  is  the  juft  charaderiftic  of  the  ftyle  of  Ca- 
moens. The  appeal  is  to  the  world.  And  the  firft  linguift  of 
the  age,  has  given  the"  ftyle  of  Camoens  a  very  different  cha rafter 
from  this  of  Rapin:    Camoen/ium  Lu/itanunty   cujus  poefis  adeo 

u  4  'venufia 
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vival  of  learning,  ere  criticifm  had  given  her  bed:  rules 
to  the  modem  mufe. 

The 

prote6U  the  hero*  When  D' Aumale  is  wounded,  and  in  danger 
of  being  killed^  La  Difcordc  fees  it,  and  covering  him  with  her 
iron  immenfe  impenetrable  buckler ^  flies  away  with  him  to  the  gates 
of  Paris,  where  (he  cures  his  wounds.  She  then  comforts  May- 
enne,  the  chief  of  the  league  againft  Henry,  She  then  flies  in  a 
whirlwind  to  the  Vaticaft,  where  flie  meets  La  Politique.  They 
then  find  humble  Religion  in  a  defert,  and  cloathing  themfelves 
in  her  facred  veftments,  return  to  Paris,  where  they  ride  about 
in  a  bloody  chariot,  along  with  the  authors  of  the  league. 
Thefe  foon  after  arc  reprefented  as  at  a  magical  facrifice,  an 
obvious  imitation  of  that  of  Camoens,  Lufiad  VIII.  where 
they  have .  a  Jew  for  their  priefl: ;  and  Henry  appears  to  them 
riding  in  a  chariot  of  victory.  St.  Louis  then  takes  Henry,  in  a 
dream,  through  Heaven  and  Hell.  La  Difcorde  goes  in  fearch 
of  Love,  who  is  her  brother;  and  Love  takes  a  journey  to 
France,  where,  by  the  charms  of  Mademoifelle  d'Etree,  he  en- 
tices Henry  to  neglcA  the  war.  St.  Louis  then  fends  the 
genius  of  France  to  roufe  Henry.  He  returns  to  the  liege  of 
Paris,  but,  on  the  point  of  carrying  the  city  by  ftorm,  the  angel 
of  France  prevents  him.  D'Aumale,  on  the  part  of  the  league, 
fights  a  duel;  and  all  the  monfters  of  hell  fly  to  his  afliftance. 
But  the  heavens  now  open,  and  an  angel  defcends  on  the  throne 
of  the  air,  with  the  olive  of  peace,  and  the  fword  of  God's  ven- 
geance. D'Aumale  falls,  and  the  infernal  monflers  fly  away. 
But  St.  Louis  will  not  allow  Heniy  to  take  the  city.  The  Saint 
goes  to  the  throne  of  God,  and  prays  for  Henry's  converfion. 
The  Eternal  confents;  Truth  defcends  from  heaven  to  the  hero, 
who  turns  Roman  Catholic.  St.  Louis  then  appears,  with  an 
olive  bough  in  his  hand,  and  leads  Henry  to  the  gates  of  Paris, 
which  now  open  at  his  call,  and  receive  him  in  the  name  of  God. 
And  thus  the  machinery  and  the  poem  conclude  together. 

Nor  is  the  ridicule  of  this  machinery  more  evident,  than  the 
want  of  unity  of  aAion  which  charadcrifes  the  Henriade. 
Henry's  journey  to  England,  though  it  fills  near  three  parts  of 

the 
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The  poem  of  Cainoen$,  indeed  >  fo  fully  vindicates 
itfelf,  that  this  defence  of  it  perhaps  niay  feem  um^ecef- 
fary.  Yet  one  confideratlon  will  vindicate  this  defence. 
The  poem  is  written  in  a  language  unknown  in  polite 
literature.  Few  are  able  to  judge  of  the  original,  and 
the  unjufl:  clamour  raifed  againft  it  by  Rapin  *  and  Vol- 
taire, has  bepn  received  in  Europe  as  its  true  charafler. 

^Lord 

the  poem,  has  no  connexion  with  the  other  parts  of  the  a6lion; 
and  the  events  do  not  arife  from  each  other;  for  St,  Louis  pre- 
vents the  efiFe6ls  of  c^etf  vidory.  And  the  cataftrophe  is 
brought  about  by  Henry's  converfion,  independent  of  eviery 
exertion  of  his  genenddlip  or  valour,  which  are  properly  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  poem. 

*  It  IS  an  unhappy  thing  to  write  in  an  unread  tongue.  Never 
was  author  fo  mifreprefented  by  ignorance  as  the  poet  of  Portu- 
gal. Rapin,  that  cold-blooded  critic,  tells  us,  that  to  write  a 
good  epic,  **  //  faut  ohferver  de  la  proportion  dans  le  deffem^  it  is . 
neceflary  to  obferve  proportion  in  the  defign,  juftnefs*  in  the 
thought,  and  not  to  faU  into  rambling." — He  then  afferts, 
that  Camoens  trefpaffes  againft  aU  thefe  rules — ^that  he  wants 
difcemment  and  condudl— that  he  thought  of  nothing  but  to 
cxprefs  the  pride  of  his  nation,  for  his  ftyle,  he  fays,  ejijier  £sf 
faflueuxf  fierce  and  ftilted.  In  another  place  he  fays,  **  poetical 
didion  ought  to  be  clear,  natural,  and  harmonious,  and  obfcurity 
IS  its  greateft  blemifh," — to  which,  having  named  Camoens,  he 
adds,  **  fes  vers  font  ^  obfcurs^  qu'iis  pourroient  pqffer  pour  des 
m^eres~-^\%  verfes  are  fo  obfcure  that  they  may  pafs  for  myfte- 
ries." — Perhaps  the  old  French  vcrfion  may  deferve  this  charac- 
ter; but  certain  it  is  from  hence,  that  Rapin  never  read  the 
original.  Perfpicuity,  elegant  limplicity,  and  the  moft  natural 
un drained  harmony,  is  the  juft  charaderiftic  of  the  ftyle  of  Ca- 
moens. The  appeal  is  to  the  world.  And  the  firft  linguift  of 
the  age,  has  given  the"  ftyle  of  Camoens  a  very  different  cha rafter 
from  this  of  Rapin:    Camoenpum  Lufitanuniy   cujus  poefis  adeo 
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Lord  Kaimcs  •,  and  other  authora,  very  cordially  con* 
demn  its  mixture  of  Pagan  and  Chriftian  mythology  }  even 

condemfi 

tcnufta  efty  adeopolitaf  ut  nihil  ejfe  pqffU  jucunJius  /  interdum  veri^ 
adeo  elata^  graniRloquay  ac  fonora^  ut  nthtl  jingt  pojjft  magmficentiui. 
Jokes,  Poefcos  Afiat-  Comment. 

Mbntefquieu's  high  idea  of  the  Lufiad  is  cited  p.  75.  vol.  ii. 
We  (hall  only  add  the  fuffrage  of  the  great  Cervantes,  who  in 
his  Don  Quixote,  c.  iv.  1.  6.  mod  warmly  exprefies  his  idea  of 
the  excellence  of  the  genius  of  Camoens. 

*  Lord  Kaimes  ^us  follows  Voltaire :  **  Portugal  was  rifing 
**  in. power  and  fplendor"  (^  was  hafienk^to  the  very  k^^agdt 
nf  declinfton)  <<  when  Canioens  wrote  the  Lufiad,  and  with  re- 
♦*  fpeft  to  the  mufic  of  verfe  it  has  merit.  The  author  how- 
**  ever  is  far  from  fhining  in  point  of  tafte"  {moji  mqfterly  defcrtp' 
iiotfj  and  ifoundlefs  variety^  however ^  are  his  charaffirj/Rcs^  He 
has  given  the  two  Jinefi  fiStons  in  poetry.  And  occorAig  #•  Voltaire 
ihefiory  of  IneK  is  equal  to  the  hejt  written  farts  of  Fh^giL)  **  He 
**  makes  a  ftrange  jumble  of  Heathen  and  ChnfUan  Deities, 
"  Gama,"  obferves  Voltaire,  **  in  a  ftorm  addreffes  his  prayers 
**  to  Chrift,  but  it  is  Venus  who  comes  to  his  relief."  Voltaire's 
**  obfervation  is  but  too  well  founded"  (and  is  it  indeed,  in  the 
name  of  truth!)  "  In  the  firft  book,  Jove  fummons  a  council  of 
*'  the  Gods,  which  is  defcribed  at  great  length,  for  no  earthly 
"  purpofe  but  to  fhew  that  he  favoured  the  Portuguefc :  Bac- 
**  chus,  on  the  other  hand,  declares  againft  them  on  the  foilow- 
**  ing  account,  that  he  himfelf  had  gained  immortal  glory  as 
*'  conqueror  of  India,  which  would  be  eclipfed  if  the  Indies 
"  fhould  be  conquered  a  fecond  time  by  the  Portuguefe.  A 
**  Moorifh  commander  having  recei\^d  Gama  with  fmiles,  but 
<'  with  hatred  in  his  heart,  the  poet  brings  down  Bacchus  from 
**  heaven  to  confirm  the  Moor  in  his  wicked  purpofes,  which 
"  would  have  been  perpetrated,  had  not  Venus  interpofed  in 
"  Gama's  behalf.  In  the  fecond  canto  Bacchus  feigns  himfelf 
"  to  be  a  Chriftian,  in  order  to  deceive  the  Portuguefc,  but  Venus 
**  implores  her  father  Jupiter  to  proted  them," 

Such 
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condemn  it  in  terms,  as  If  the  Liifiad,  the  Tpocm  which  of 
all  other  modern  ones  is  the  moft  uneifc^ptibnable  in  this, 

'  w«e 

Such  IS  the  view  of  the  Lufiad  given  by  a  profeffed  critic. 
It  is  impoffible  to  make  any  remark  on  it  v^rithout  giving  offence 
to  falfe  delicacy*  But  to  that  goddefs  the  tranflator  of  the  in* 
jured  Camoens  vv^ill  offer  no  facrifice.  We  have  fplly  proved, 
and  Bacon  has  been  cited  to  explain  the  philofophical  reafon  of 
it,  that  the  fpirit  of  poetry  demands  fomething  fupematural. 
Lucan  has  been  feverely  cenfured,  by  the  greatcil  of  ancient  and 
modern  critics,  for  the  want  of  poetical  doaithing  or  allegory. 
The  fpirit  of  poetry  exifts  in  perfonification } 

^out frend  unxorftsy  une  ame^  un  ejprity  un  vifage 

and  an  allegorical  machinery  is  eflential  to  the  Epopoeia.  In 
this  manner  Virgil  and  Homer  conduA  their  poems.  (  See  the  ncrfr , 
p.  124.  vol.  ii. )  But  our  critic  perceives  nothing  of  this  kind  in 
Camoens.  Though  the  whole  condu£i  of  the  Lufiad  depends 
upon  the  council  held  by  Jove,  upon  the  allegorical  parts  taken 
by  the  perfonages  of  the  machinery ; 

Her  rpreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpirM, 
And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worfliip  fir*d— 

and  though  this  allegory  is  finely  fuftained  throughout  the  whole 
poem,  where  celefUal  Love  is  ever  mindfid  {See  B.  ix.)  that  Jove 
or  Fate  had  decreed  that  her  altars  fhould  be  reared  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  fuccefs  of  her  heroes ;  though  all  this,  is  truly 
Homeric,  is  what  the  world  ever  efteemed  the  true  Epic  con- 
du6l,  our  critic  ^an  fee  no  earthly  purpofe  in  the  council  of  Jove, 
but  to  fhew  that  he  favoured  the  Lufians ;  no  reafon  for  the 
oppofition  of  Bacchus,  but  that  be  had  been  conqueror  of  India, 
and  was  averfe  it  fhould  be  conquered  a  fecond  time.  In  the 
fame  ignorance  of  the  Epic  condu£^  is  the  vacant  account  of 
Bacchus  and  the  Moor.  But  let  our  critic  be  told,  that  through 
the  fides  of  Camoens,  if  his  blow  will  avail,  he  has  murdered 
both  Homer  and  Virgil.  What  condemns  the  council  of  Jove 
in  the  Lufiad^  c()ndemn8  the  councils  of  Jove  in  thefe  models  of 
■'*...  th<? 
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were  in  this  mixture  the  mod  egregiouily  unfufierable.*- 
Bcfides,  whatever  has  the  faociion  of  the  celebrated  name 
of  Voluire  will  be  remembered^  and  unlefs  circum- 
iUntiallj  refuted,  may  one  time,  perhaps,  *  be  ap- 
pealed 

the  Epopoeia  f  •  What  condemns  Bacchus  and  the  Moor,  con- 
demns the  part  of  Juno  in  the  Eneid,  and  every  interpofition  of 
Juno  and  Neptune  in  Homer.  To  make  the  Lufians  bdfeve 
that  Mombafia  was  inhabited  by  ChriftianSy  the  Moors  took  the 
ambafladors  of  Gama  to  a  houfe,  where  they  (hewed  them  a 
Chriftian  altar.  This  is  hiftory.  Camoens,  in  the  true  fpint  of 
the  Epic  poetry,  afcribcs  thn  appearance  to  the  illufion  of  Bac- 
chus. Hed^or  and  Tumus  are  both  thus  deceiTcd.  And  Bac- 
chus, as  already  proved,  was  efteemed  a  fidlen  angel  when  our 
poet  wrote.  Nor  are  the  ancients  alone  thus  reprobsited  in  the 
ientence  paiTed  upon  Camoens.  If  his  machinery  nnift  be  con- 
demned, with  what  accumulated  weight  muft  his  fcntencc  fall 
upon  the  greateft  of  our  modem  poets !  But  the  myftery  is 
eafily  explained :  There  are  a  race  of  critics,  who  cannot  per- 
ceive the  noble  profopopoeia  of  Milton*s  angels,  who  prefer  fW- 
taire^s  Henriade  to  the  Paradije  Lofty  who  would  reduce  a  Virgil 
to  a  Lucan,  a  Camoens  to  a  mere  hillorian  ;  who  would  ftrip 
Poetry  of  all  her  ornaments,  becaufe  they  cannot  fee  them,  of  all 
her  paflions,  becaufe  they  cannot  feel  them ;  in  a  word,  who 
would  leave  her  nothing  but  the  neatnefa,  the  cadence,  and  the 
tinkle  of  verfe. 

*  Voltaire's  defcription  of  the  apparition  near  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  is  juft  as  wide  of  the  original  as  bombaft  is  from 
the  true  fublime :  yet  it  has  been  cited  by  feveral  writers.  In 
Camoens  a  dark  cloud  hovers  over  the  fleet,  a  tremendous  noife 


f  It  Is  truly  aftoniftiing,  that  one  who  has  read  the  Epic  poets  fhould  have 
made  this  objcfkion.  A  fchool-boy  needs  not  to  be  told  how  oltcn  a  council 
of  the  Gods  occurs  in  the  Iliad,  Odyfley,  and  Eneid.  A  part  of  Mr.  Pope's 
note  on  the  fifth  Odyflcy,  may  with  propriety  be  here  cited.  **  This  book, 
«<  as  well  as  the  firft,"  fays  he,  «<  opens  with  an  affembly  of  the  Gods. 
*'  This  is  done  to  give  an  air  of  importance  to  his  poem,  and  to  prepare  the 
<«  mind  of  the  reader  to  cxpeft  every  thing  that  is  great  and  noUe,  when 
«  Heaven  is  engaged  in  the  care  and  protcftion  of  his  heroes." 
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pealed  to^  as  decifive,  in  the  controverfies  of  *  literaiy 

merit. 

Other 

18  heard,  Gama  exclaims  in  amazement,  and  the  apparition  ap« 
pears  in  the  air, 

—  rifmg  thro'  the  darkcn'd  air, 
Appaird  wte  faw  an  hideous  phantom  glare— 

Evicry.part  of  the  ddfcription  in  Camoens  is  fuhlime  and  nohlf 
adapted  for  the  pencil.  In  Vohaire'&  laft  edition,  the  paflage  is 
thus  rendered — :**  C*eft  unefantome  que  xV/erf— it  is  a  phantom 
which  rifes  from  the  hottom  of  the  fea,  his  head  touches  the 
clouds ;' the  tempefts^  the  winds,  th^  thunders  are  around  him, 
his  arms  are  ftretched  afar  over  the  furface  of  the  waters.''— 
Yet  not  one  pidlurefque  idea  of  this  is  in  th^  priginaL  If  the- 
phantom's  arms  are  ftretched  upon  the  furface  of  the  waters,  his 
fhoulders,  and  his  head,  which  touches  the  douds,  mud  only  he 
above  the  tide.  Yet,  though  this  imagerie,  with  tempefls,  winds^ 
and  thunders  hanging  around  him,  would  be  truly  abfurd  upon 
canvas,  a  celebrated  Italian  writer  has  not  only  cited  Voltaire's 
defcription,  as  that  of  the  original,  but  has  mended  that  of  the 
Frenchman  by  a  ({roke  of  his  own.  **  The  feet  of  the  phantom,** 
fays  SignorAlgarottif  "  are  in  the  unfathomable  abyfs  of  the  Tea." 
(See  his  Treatife  on  Newton*  s  Theory  of  Light  and  Colours,^  And 
certainly,  if  his  fhoulders  and  head  reached  from  the  furface  of 
the  waters  to  the  clouds,  the  length  which  the  Signor  has  given 
to  his  parts  under  the  water  was  no  bad  calculation.  Nor  is 
Algarotti  the  only  abfurd  retailer  of  Voltaire's  mifreprefenta- 
tions.  An  Englifh  traveller,  who  lately  publifhed  an  account  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  has  quite  completed  the  figure.  **  Ses 
fras  s^etendent  au  loin  fur  la  furface  des  eauxj*  fays  Voltaire ;  and 
our  traveller  thus  tranflates  it,  "  His  arms  extend  over  the  whole 
furface  of  the  waters."  And  thus  the  burlefque  painter  is  fur- 
nifhed  with  the  fined  defign  imaginable  for  the  mock  fuhlime. 
A  figure  up  to  the  arm-pits  in  the  water,  its  arms  extending 
over  the  whoU  furface  of  the  fea,  its  head  in  the  clouds,  and  its 
fc^t  in  the  unfathomable  abyfs  of  the  ocean !  Very  fine  indeed, 
it  is  impoilible  to  mend  it  farther. 

-  *  As  we  have  paid  attention  to  the  ftriSurcs  of  Voltaire, 
fome  is  alfo  due  to  the  praifes  which  he  beftows  upon  the  Liifiad. 

Though 
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Other  vicw$  of  the  condufk  of  the  Lufiad  now  oficr 
themfelves.  Befides  the  above  remarks,  many  obferva- 
tions  on  the  machinery  and  poetical  condu£t,  are  in  their 
proper  places  fcattcred  throughout  the  notes.  The  et- 
uberant  exclamations  of  Camoens  are  there  defended* 
Here  let  it  only  be  added,  that  the  unity  of  a£lion  is  not 
interrupted  by  thefe  parenthefes,  and  that  if  Miltoa^s 
beautiful  complaint  of  his  bliridiiefs  be  not  an  imitatioil 
of  them,  it  is  in  the  fame  manner  ^nd  fpirit.  Nor  will 
we  fcruple  to  pronounce,  that  fuch  addrefles  to  the  mule 
would  have  been  admired  in  Homer,  are  an  interefting 
improTeiiient  on  the  Epopceia,  and  will  certainly  be  imi* 
tated,  if  ever  the  world  (hall  behold  another  real  Epic 
poem. 

The  LuGad,  fays  Voltaire,  contains  a  fort  of  Epic  poetry 
tmheard  of  before^  No  heroes  are  nvounded  a  thoufand  dif<» 
ferent  ways  ;  no  woman  enticed  away  and  the  world  over^ 
turned  for  her  caufe.'-^Byit  the  very  want  of  thefe,  in  place 
of  fupporting  the  objeftion  intended  by  Voltaire,  points 
out  the  happy  judgment  and  peculiar  excellence  of 
Camoens.  If  Homer  has  given  us  all  the  fire  and  huny 
of  battles,  he  has  alfo  given  us  all  the  uninterefting  tire- 
fomc  detail.    What  reader  but  muft  be  tired  with  the 

deaths 

Though  he  falfely  aflerts  that  it  wants  connedlion,  he  immediately 
adds,  "  Tout  cela  prouve  enfin^  que  Pouvrage  eft  ple'tn  des  grandes 
heautes — ^This  only  proves,  in  fine,  that  the  work  is  full  of  grand 
beauties,  fince  thefe  two  hundred  years  it  has  been  the  delight 
of  an  ingenious  nation." — The  fidiion  of  the  apparition,  he  owns, 
will  pleafe  in  every  age  ;  and  of  the  epifode  of  Inez,  he  fays,  "  II 
y  apfu  d^endroits  dans  Firgile  plus  aitendriffants  fcf  mieux  ecrits-^ 
There  are  few  parts  of  Virgil  more  tender  or  better  written.'* 
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dcadis  of  a  thousand  heroes,  who  are  nerer  mentioned 
before  nor  afterward  in  the  poem.  Yet  in  every  battle 
we  are  wearied  out  with  fuch  Gazetu  returns  of  the  flain 
and  wounded-'-*^ 

*Ezlu^  n^iecfiihrt  •Tc  01  Ztvg  ttvh^  (^a)xs»  ; 
A&a-aTof  fitv  ir^ara^  xat  Avrotootf  xai  Oviryirf 
~  KaA  AeX6«r»  KXvIt^ijVy  tic^  'O^iJ^M,  it  'Ayi?iucfp 

Tlkrfivy'  u^  otEroTE>  &C« 

II.  lib.  xi.  line  299, 

Thus  fervilcly  imitated  by  Virgil, 

Caedicus  Alcatboum  obtruncat,  Sacrator  Hydafpem  i 
Partheniumque  Rapo,  &  praedurum  viribus  Orfen : 
Meflapus  Cloniumque,  Lycaoniumque  Ericetem : 
Ilium,  infrsenis  equi  Ippfu  tellure  jacentem  ; 
Hung,  peditiem  pedes.     Et  Lycius  proceflerat  Agis, 
Quem  tamen  baud  expers  Valerus  virtutis  avitx 
Dejccit :  Atrpnium  iSalrus  5  iSaliumque  Nealces— — 

j3En.  1.  X.  747* 

With  fuch  catalogues  is  every  battle  extended  ;  afnd  what 
can  be  more  tirefome  than  fuch  umnterefting  defcriptioosf 
and  their  imitations  I  If  the  idea  of  the  battle  be  raifed 
by  fuch  enumeration,  ftill  the  copy  and  original  are  (9 
lieaf  each  other,  that  they  can  never  pleafe  in  two  feparatc 
poems.  Nor  are  the  greater  parts  of  the  battles  of  the 
Encid  much  more  diftant  from  thofe  of  the  Iliad.  Though 

Virgil 
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Virgil  with  great  art  has  introduced  a  Camilla,  a  Pallas^ 
and  a  Laufus,  ftill  in  many  particulars,  and  in  the  fights, 
there  is,  upon  the  whole,  fuch  a  famenefs  with  the  Iliad, 
that  the  learned  reader  of  the  Eneid  is  deprived  of  the 
pleafure  infpircd  by  originality.  If  the  man  of  taftc,  how- 
ever, will  be  pleafed  to  mark  how  the  genius  of  a  VirgQ 
has  managed  a  war  after  a  Homer,  he  will  certainly  be 
tired  with  a  dozen  of  Epic  poems  in  the  fame  drain.  Where 
the  Ccge  of  a  town  and  battles  are  the  fubjefl  of  an  Epic, 
there  will  of  neceffity,  in  the  charadlers  and  circumftances, 
be  a  refemblance  to  Homer;  and  fuch  poem  muft  therefore 
want  originality.  Happy  for  Taffo,  the  variation  of  man- 
ners, and  his  mafterly  fuperiority  over  Homer  in  defcrib- 
ing  his  duels,  have  given  his  Jerufalem  an  air  of  novelty. 
Yet  with  all  the  difference  between  Chriftian  and  Pagan 
heroes,  we  have  a  Priam,  an  Agamemnon,  an  Achilles, 
&c.  armies  flaughtered,  and  a  city  beficged.  In  a  word, 
we  have  a  handfome  copy  of  the  Iliad  in  the  Jerufalem  De- 
livered. If  fome  imitations,  however,  have  been  fuccefs- 
ful,  how  many  other  Epics  of  ancient  and  modern  times 
have  hurried  down  the  dream  of  oblivion  !  Some  of  their 
authors  had  poetical  merit,  but  the  fault  was  in  the  choice 
of  their  fubjcfls.  So  fully  is  the  drife  of  war  exhauded 
by  Homer,  that  Virgil  and  Taflb  could  add  to  it  but  little 
novelty ;  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  fo  many  Epics  on 
battles  and  fieges  have  been  fuffered  to  fink  into  utter  ne- 
glcQ:.  Camoens,  perhaps,  did  not  weigh  thefe  circum- 
dances ;  but  the  drength  of  his  poetical  genius  diredied 
him.  He  could  not  but  feel  what  it  was  to  read  Virgil 
after  Homer ;  and  the  original  turn  and  force  of  his  mind 
2  U<( 
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kd'  him  from  the  beaten  track  of  Helens  and  Lavinias, 
AchUlefes,  and  Heftorsj  ficges  and  flaughters,  wherfe  the 
hero  hews  down  and  drives  to  flight  whole  armies  with  his 
own  fword.  To  conftitute  a  poem -worthy  of  the  name 
of  Epic  in  the  higheft  and  ftri£left  fenfe,  fome  grand  cha- 
ra^erijlics  of  fubjefl  and  condu£b,  peculiarly  its  own^  are 
abfolutely  neceflary.  Of  all  the  modems^  Camoens  and 
Milton  have  alone  attained  this  grand  peculiarity  in  an 
eminent  degree.^  Camoens  was  the  firft  genuine  and  fuc- 
cefsful  poet  who  wooed  the  Modern  Epic  Mufe,  and  flue 
gave  him  the  Mrreath  of  a  firft  lover  :  A  fort  of  Epic  poetry 
unheard  of  before  \  or>  as  Voltaire  calls  it  in  his  laft  edi- 
tion, une  nouvelle  efpece  d*  Epopee.  And  the  grandeft  fub- 
jc£k  it  is  (of  profane  hiftory)  which  the  world  has  etcf 
beheld  *.  A  voyage  efteemed  too  great  for  man  to  dare  ; 
the  adventures  of  this  voyage,  through  unknown  oceans^ 
deemed  unnavigable ;  the  Eaftern  World  happily  difco- 
vered,  and  for  ever  indiiTolubly  joined  and  given  to  the 

Wefternj 

•  The  Drama  and  the  Epopceia  are  in  nothing  fo  different  as 
in  this :  the  fubje6ts  of  the  Drama  are  inexhaullible,  thofe  of 
the  Epopceia  are  perhaps  exhauiled.  He  who  chufes  war  and 
the  warlike  chara6^ers,  cannot  appear  as  an  original.  It  waft 
well  for  the  memory  of  Pope,  that  he  did  not  write  the  Epic 
poem  he  intended.  It  would  have  been  only  a  copy  of  Virgil. 
Camoens  and  Milton  have  been  happy  in  the  novelty  of  their 
fubjedls ;  and  thefe  they  have  exhaufted*  There  cannot  poiliblj 
be  fo  important  a  voyage  as  that  which  gave  the  Eaftern  World 
to  the  Weftern.  And  did  even  the  ftoiy  of  Columbus  afford 
materials  equal  to  that  of  Gama,  the  adventures  of  the  hero,  and 
the  view  of  the  extent  of  his  difcoveries,  muft  now  appear  as 
fervile  copies  of  the  Lufiad.  The  view  of  Spanifh  America, 
given  in  the  Auracana^  is  not  only  a  mere  copy,  but  is  introduced 
even  by  the  very  machinery  of  Camoens, 
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Weftern ;  the  grand  Portuguefe  empire  in  the  £a(t  founds* 
ed ;  the  bumanization  of  mankind,  and  univerCil  conw 
merce  the  confequence  !  What  are  the  adventures  of  an 
old  fabulous  hero's  arrival  in  Britain,  what  are  Greece  and 
Latium  19  arms  for  a  woman,  compared  to  this !  Troy  is 
in  alhes,  and  even  the  Roman  empire  is  no  more.  But 
die  ctkQts  of  the  voyage,  adventures,  and  bravery  of  the 
hero  of  the  Lufiad,  will  be  felt  and  beheld,  and  periiapg 
tocieafe  in  importance,  while  the  world  (ball  remain* 

Happy  in  his  choice,  happy  alfo  was  the  genius  of  Ca« 
moens  in  the  method  of  pnrfuing  his  fubje£i.  He  has 
not,  likeTaflb,  given  it  a  total  appearance  of  fi£lion| 
aor  has  he,  like  Lucan,  excluded  allegory  and  poedcal  ma- 
chinery. Whether  he  intended  it  or  not,  for  his  genius 
was  fttfficient  to  fuggeft  its  propriety,  the  judicious  pre* 
cept  of  Petronius  is  the  model  of  the  Lufiad.  That  ele- 
gant writer  propofes  a  poem  on  the  civil  war ;  Ecce  Belli 
Civilis^  fays  he,  ingens  opus^^Non  enim  res  gejta  verfibus 
comprehendenda  funt  (quod  longe  melius  hiftorict  faciunt )  fed 
per  ambages  Deorumque  mini/1  eria^  ^  fabulofum  fententiarum 
tormentum  pracipitandus  ejl  liber  fpiritus  :  ut  potius  furentis 
cnimi  vaticinatio  appareaty  quam  refigiofa  orationis  fub  tejlibus 
j/W^j— No  poem,  antient  or  modem,  merits  this  charafler 
in  any  degree  comparative  to  the  Lufiad.  A  truth  of 
hiftory  is  preferved,  yet,  what  is  improper  for  the  hifto* 
rian,  the  miniftry  of  heaven  is  employed,  and  the  free 
fpirit  of  poetry  throws  itfelf  into  fiftions,  which  make 
the  whole  appear  as  an  efFufion  of  prophetic  fury,  and 
not  like  a  rigid  detail  of  fadls  given  under  the  fanftion  of 

witnefles« 
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witaefies,  G>ntrary  to  Lucan,  who,  in  the  above  rules 
dxawn  from  the  nature  of  poetry,  is  feverely  condemned 
by  Petronius,  Camoens  condu£ls  his  poem  per  ambages 
Deorumque  mintfteria.  The  apparition,  which  in  the  night 
hovers  athwart  the  fleet  ne^r  the  Cape  jof  Good  Hope,  is 
the  grandefl:  fi£lion  in  human  compofition ;  the  inven- 
tion his  own!  In  the  ifland  of  Venus,  the  ufe  of 
which  fi^ion  in  an  Epic  poem  is  alfo  his  own,  hehas 
giveh  the  completed  aflemblage  of  all  the  flowers 
wKich  have  ever  adorned  the  bowers  of  love.  And 
never  was  tht /urentis  animi  vaticinatio  move  confpicuoufly 
difplayed  than  in  the  prophetic  fong,  the  view  of  the 
fpheres,  and  of  the  globe  of  the  earth.  Taflb's  imitation 
of  the  ifland  of  Venus  is  not  equal  to.  the  original  5  and 
though  **  Virgil's  myrtles  *  dropping  blood  are  nothing 
to  TaflTo^s  inchanted  foreft,"  what  are  all  Ifmeno's  inchant- 
mciits  to  the  grandeur  and  horror  of  the  appearance, 
prophecy,  tind  evanifliment  of  the  fpeflre  of  Camoens  f !  — 
It  has  been  long  agreed  amoQg  the  critics,  that  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  religious  obfervances  gives  great  dignity  to  the 
hiftofical  narrative  of  the  Epopoeia.     Camoensi  in  the 

embarkation 

^  *  See  Letters  on  Chivalry  and  Romance. 

f  The  Luiiad  is  alfo  rendered  poetical  by  other  fiftions.  The 
elegant  fatire  on  king  Sebaftian,  under  the  name  of  Adeon ; 
and  the  profopopoeia  of  the  populace  of  Portugal  venting  their 
murmurs  uppn  the  beach  when  Gama  fets  fail,  difplay  the  rich* 
nefs  of  our  author's  poetical  genius,  and  are  not  inferior  to  any 
thing  of  the  kind  in  the  claflics.  . 
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embarkation  ^  the  fleet,  and  m  feveral  other  pbces,  b 
peculiarly  happy  in   the   dignity  of  religious  aHufions. 
Manners  and  charaAer  are  alio  required  in  the  Epic  poem. 
But  all  the  Epics  which  have  appeared,  are,  except  .two» 
mere  copies  of  the  Iliad  in  theijs.     Every  one  has  its  Ag»» 
memnon,  Achilles,  Ajax,  and  Ulyfles,  its  cahn,  fariouSy 
grofs,  and  intelligent  hero.     Camoens  and  Milton  happi^ 
left  this  beaten  track,  thb  exhaufted  field,  and  hacve  gcven 
US  pidures  of  n:ianners  unknown  in  the  Iliad,  the  £aeid| 
and  all  thofe  poems  which  may  be  clafled  with  the  Thebaid* 
The  Luiiad  abounds  with  pidlures  of  manners,  from  thpfe 
ojF  the  highelt  chivalry,  to  thofe  of  the  rudeft,  fierceft,aiid 
mod  innocent  barbarifm.    In  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  niotb 
books,  Leonardo  and  Velofo  are  painted  in  ftrooger  co* 
lours  than  any  of  the  inferior  charaders  in  VirgiU    Bui 
ftriking  chara£ler,  indeed,  is  not  tke  excellence  of  the 
Eneid.    That  of  Monzaida,  the  friend  of  Gama,  is  much 
fuperior  to  that  of  Achates.     The  bafe,  felfiih,  perfidious, 
and  cruel  qharafter  of  the  Zamorlm  and  the  Moors,  arc 
painted  in  the  ftrongeft  colours  •,   and  the  charader  of 
Gama  himfelf,  is  that  of  the  finiflied  hero.     His  cool 
command  of  his  paffions,  his  deep  fagacity,  his  fixed  in- 
trepidity, his   tendernefs  of  heart,  his  manly  piety,  and 
his  high  enthufiafm  in  the  love  of  his  country,  are  all  dif- 

played  in  the  fuperlative  degree. And  to  the  novelty  of 

the  n^nners  of  the  Lufiad,  let  the  novelty  of  fire-arms 
alfo  be  added.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  buckler,  the 
bow,  and  the  fpear,  muft  ever  continue  the  arms  of 
poetry.  Yet,  however  unfuccefsful  others  may  have  been, 
Camoens  has  proved   that  fire-arms  may  be  introduced 
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wUh  flie  gre^itcft  dignity  and  fined  efFefl:  in  the  Epic 
poeni>  . .   » 

As  the  grand  int^reft  of  comtiierce  and  of  mankind 
forms  the  fubjefl;  of  ithe  Lufiad,  fo  with  great  propriety, 
as  neceffary  accompaniments  to  the  voyage  of  his  hero, 
the  author  has  given  poetical  piftures  of  the  four  parts 
of  the  world.  In  the  third  book,  a  view  of  Europe;  in 
the  fifth,  a  view  of  Africa  ;  and  in  the  tenth,  a  pifture 
of  AGa  and  America.  Homer  and  Virgil  hare  been 
highly  i^nlifed  for  their  judgment  in  their  felcfiion  of 
fubje£ts  whkh  imerefted  their  countrymen ;  and  Statius 
has  been  as  fererely  condemned  for  his.uninterefting 
choice*  But  though  the  fubje<%  of  Camqens  be  particu- 
larly interefting  to  his  countrymen,  U  has  alfa  the  pecu- 
liar happinefs  to  be  the  poem  of  every  trading  nation.  It 
is  the  Epic  Poem  of  the  Birth  of  Commerce,  And  in  a 
particular  manner  the  Epic  Poem  of  that  counfary  which 
has  the  controul  and  pofleffion  of  the  commerce  of 
India. 

An  unexhaufted  fertility  and  variety  of  poetical  de- 
scription, an  unexhaufted  elevation  of  fentiment,  and  a 
conftant  tenor  of  the  grand  fimplicity  of  diftion,  com- 
plete the  charafter  of  the  Lufiad  of  Camoens :  A  poem, 
which,  though  it  has  hitherto  received  from  the  public 
mod  unmerited  negled,  and  from  the  critics  mod  fla- 
grant injufticc,  was  yet  better  underftood  by  the  greateft 
poet  of  Italy*.  Taffo  never  did  his  judgment  more  credit, 
than  when  he  confefied  that  he  dreaded  Camoe'ns  as  a 

X  2  rival; 
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rival ;  or  his  generofity  more  honour,  than  when  he  ad- 
drefled  this  elegant  fonnet  to  the  hero  of  the  Lufiad  : 

S  O  N  N  E  T  T  O. 

Vafco,  le  cui  felici,  ardite  antenna 
In  contro  al  fol,  che  ne  riporta  3  giorno 
Spiegar  le  vele,  e  fer  cola  ritomo. 
Dove  egli  par  che  di  cadere  accenne ; 

Non  piu  di  te  per  afpro  mar  foftenne 

Quelj  die  fece  al  Ciclope  oltraggio,  e  fcomo  ^ 

Ne  chi  torbo  I'Arpie  net  fuo  fo^iorno ;  .     . 

Ne  die  piu  bel  foggetto  a  colte  penne. 

Et  hor  quclla  del  colto,  c  buon*  Luigi, 
Tant'  oltre  ftende  il  gloriofo  volo 
Che  i  tuoi  fpalmati  legni  andar  men  lunge. 
Ond'  a  quelli,  a  cui  8*alza  il  noftro  polo, 
Et  a  chi  ferma  in  contra  i  fuoi  veftigi. 
Per  lui  del  corfo  tuo  la  fama  sggiunge. 

SONNET. 

Vafco,  whofe  bold  and  happy  bowfprit  bore 
Againft  the  rifing  morn ;  and,  homeward  fraught, 
Whofe  fails  came  weftward  with  the  day,  and  brought 
The  wealth  of  India  to  thy  native  fliore : 

Ne'er  did  the  Greek  fuch  length  of  feas  explore. 
The  Greek,  who  forrow  to  the  Cyclop  wrought; 
And  he,  who,  viftor,  with  the  harpies  fought. 
Never  fuch  pomp  of  naval  honours  wore. 

Great 
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Great  as  thou  art,  and  peerlefs  in  renown, 
. ;  T^tthoato  Camoens  ow'ft  thy  nobleft  fame  ; 
Farther  than  thou  did  ft  fail,  his  deathlefs  fong 
SUall  bear  the  dazzling  fplendor  of  thy  name  i 
r  ^^nd  under  many  a  iky  thy  a<3:ion5  crown. 
While  Time  and  Fame  together  glide  along. 

It  only  remains  to  give  fome  account  of  the  verfion  of 
the  Lufiad,  which  is  now  offered  to  the  public.  Befides 
the  tranflations  mentioned  in  the  Life  of  Camoens,  M.  Du- 
perron  de  Caftera,  in  1735,  gave  in  French  profe  aloofe 
unpoetical  paraphrafe  •  of  the  Lufiad.      Nor  does  Sir^ 

Richard 

*  Caftera  was  every  ^ay  unequal  to  his  tafk.  He  did  not 
perceive  his  author's  beauties.  He  either  fuppreffes  or  lowers 
the  moft  poetical  paflages,  and  fubftitutes  French  tinfel  and  im- 
pertinence in  their  place.  In  the  neceflary  illuftrations  in  the 
notes,  the  citations  from  Caftera  will  vindicate  this  charadler. 

Soon  after  the  firft  publication  of  the  Englifh  Lufiad,  a  new 
French  profe  tranflation  of  Camoens  was  publiftied  by  M.  de  La 
Harpe.^  He  confeffes  that  he  received  a  literal  tranflation  of 
his  author,  from  a  perfon  well  acquainted  with  the  original. 
This,  he  fays,  he  propofed  to  animate  with  the  fire  of  poetry ; 
and  he  owns  he  has  (bmetimes  abridged  his  text.  His  ftyle, 
however,  is  much  lefs  poetical  than  even  Caft era's,  whom  he 
feverely  condemns.  A  literal  profe  tranflation  of  poetry  is  an 
attempt  as  abfurd  as  to  tranflate  fire  into  water.  What  a  wretch- 
ed  figure  do  the  moft  elegant  odes  of  Horace  make  in  a  liter^ 
profe  tranflation !  And  no  literal  tranflation  for  the  ufe  of 
fchools  was  ever  more  unL'ke  the  original,  in  fpirit,  vigour,  and 
elegance,  than  the  fometimes  literal,  and  fometimes  mangled 
veriion  of  M.  de  La  Harpe,  which  feems  to  be  publifted  as  a 
facrifice  to  the  wounded  vanity  of  his  admired  Voltaire.  La 
Harpe  ftands  forth,  againft  Caftera,  as  the  defender  of  Voltaire's 
X  3  criticifm 
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Richard  Faiifliaw's  Englifh  verfion,  pablifhed  daring  the 
ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  merit  a  better  charader. 
Though  ftanza  be  rendered  for  ftanza,  though  at  firft 
view  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  exceedingly  literal^ 
this  verfion  is  neverthelefs  exceedingly  anfaidifol.  '  Un- 
countenanced  by  his  original,  Fanfliaw— /«mx  vnti  fnatij 
a  dead-born  jeft*. — Nor  had  he  the  leafl  idea  of  the  dignity 
of  the  Epic  \  ftyle,  or  of  the  true   fpirit  of  poetical 

tranflation. 

criticifm  on  the  Lnfiad.  Caftera,  indeed,  has  fonaetimes  abfiudly 
defended  his  author ;  but  a  tranflator  of  the  Lufiad,  who  could 
not  perceive  the  many  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  Voltaire,  rauft 
have  hurried  over  his  author  vnth.  very  little  attention.  He 
adopts  the  fpirit  of  all  Voltaire's  objeAions,  and  commends  only 
where  he  commends.  Want  of  unity  in  the  Epic  condu6l  is 
Voltaire's  very  rafh  charader  of  Camoefts.  And  La  Harpe  as 
rafhly  afferts,  that  the  poem  ends  in  the  feventh  book  when 
Gama  arrives  in  India.  But  he  might  as  well  have  aflerted,  that 
the  Eneid  ends  with  the  landing  of  Eneas  in  Italy.  Both  heroes 
have  much  to  accomplifh  after  their  arrival  in  the  defired  coun- 
try. And  the  return  of  Gama,  aft^r  having  fubdued  every 
danger,  is  exadlly  parallel  to  the  dtath  of  Turnus.  And  this 
return,  without  whicli  Gama's  enterprize  is  incomplete,  is  ma- 
naged by  Camoens,  at  the  clofe  of  liis  poem,  in  the  concife  and 
true  fpirit  of  VirgiL  A  tranflator  of  the  Lufiad,  who  could  not 
perceive  this,  is  indeed  mojl  ingenioujly  fuperfciaL  But  La  Harpe's 
fcntence  on  the  Paradife  Loil,  whidi  he  calls  "  dlgne  d'unjiecle 
de  barbaric  -  worthy  of  an  age  of  baibarity,"  will  give  the  En- 
glifh  reader  a  juft  idea  of  his  poetical  tafte. 

*  Pope,  OdyfT.  xx. 

t  Richard  Fanfhaw,Efq.  afterwards  Sir  Richard,  was  Engli(h 
ambaffador,  both  at  Madrid  and  Llfbon.  He  had  a  tafte  for 
literature,  and  tranflated  from  the  Italian  feveral  pieces,  which 
were  of  fervice  in  the  refinement  of  our  poetiy.     Though  his 

LuHad, 
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tmtiflation.  For  this,  indeed,  no  defittite  rtilc  can  be 
given.    The  tranflator's  feelings  alone  muft  direfl:  him ; 

for 

Xiufiad,  by  the  dedication  of  it  to  William  Earl  of  Siraffardf 
dated  May  i,  1655,  feems  as  publifhed  by  himfelf,  we  are  told 
by  the  Editor  of  his  Letters,  that  "  during  the  unfettled  times 
**  oi  oxxv  dinarchy i  fome  of  his  MSS.  falling  by  misfortune  into 
**  unlkilfcil  hands,  were  printed  and  publifhed  withopt  his  confent 
**  or  knowledge,  and  before  he  could  give  them  his  laft  finifhing 
**  ftrokes :  fuch  was  his  tranflation  of  the  Lufiads.** 

The  great  refpeA  due  to  the  memory  of  a  gentleman,  \*ho, 
in  the  unpropitious  age  of  a  Cromwell^  endeavoured  to  cultivate 
the  Englifh  Mufes,  and  the  acknowledgement  of  his  friend,  that 
his  Lufiad  received  not  his  fini/hing  ftrokes,  may  feem  to  demand 
that  a  veil  Ihould  be  thrown  over  its  faults.  And  not  a  blemifh 
(hould  have  been  pointed  out  by  the  prefent  tranflator,  if  the  re- 
putation of  Camoens  vere  unconcerned,  and  if  it  were  not  a  duty 
he  owed  his  reader  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  the  former  tranflation. 
We  have  proved  that  Voltaire  read  and  drew  his  opinion  of  the 
Lufiad  from  Fanfhaw.  And  Rapin  moft  probably  drew  his  from 
the  fame  fource.  Perfpicuity  is  the  chara6i:eriftic  of  Camoens  ; 
yet  Rapin  fays,  his  verfes  are  fo  obfcure  they  appear  like  myf- 
teries.  Fanfhaw  is  indeed  fo  obfcure,  that  the  prefent  tranf- 
lator, in  dipping  into  him,  into  parts  which  he  had  even  then 
tranflated,  has  often  been  obliged  to  ha\e  recourfe  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  to  difcover  his  meaning.  Sancho  Panza  was  not  fonder 
of  proverbs.  He  has  thruft  many  into  his  verfion.  He  can 
never  have  enough  of  conceits,  low  allufions,  and  expreflions. 
When  gathering  of  flowers,  "  as  boninas  apanhandoy*  is  limply 
mentioned  (C.  9.  ft.  24.)  he  gives  it,  gather* djlowert  by  pecks. 
And  the  Indian  regent  is  avaricious  (C.  8.  ft.  95.) 

Meaning  a  better  penny  thence  to  get. 

But  enough  of  thefe  have  already  appeared  in  the  notes.  It  is 
necefTary  now  to  give  a  few  of  his  ftanzas  entire,  that  the  reader 
may  form  an  idea  of  the  manner  and  fpirit  of  the  old  tranflation. 
Nor  fhall  we  feledl  the  fpecimens.     The  noble  attitude  of  Mars 
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for  the  fpirit  o£  poetiy  Is  fure  to  eraponte  In  literal 
tranflatioii* 

literal  tranflation  of  poetry  is  in  reality  a  foIecUm. 
Tou  may  conftme  your  author,  indeed,  bat  if  with  fome 

tranflators 

in  the  firftbooky  is  the  firft  ftiUdng  defcription  in  the  poem,  and 
is  thus  rendered ; 

lifting  a  little  ap  his  belmet-fisfat 
(*Twas  adamant)  with  confidence  enoogfa. 
To  give  hit  vote  himfelf  he  placed  rigfct 
Before  the  throne  of  Jove,  arm^i,  valiant,  tongh : 
And  (giving  w^th  the  hatt-end  of  his  pyke 
A  great  thumpe  on  the  fioor  of  pureft  ftuffe) 
The  heavens  did  tremble,  and  ApoUo^s  li(ht 
It  went  and  came,  like  colour  in  a  fiight. 

And  the  appearance  of  Indians  in  canoes  approaching  the  fleet, 
is  the  very  next  defcription  which  occurs; 

For  (Ireight  oat  of  that  ifle  which  feem*4  mod  neer 

Unto  the  continent,  behold  a  number 

Of  little  boats  in  companie  appter, 

Which  (dapping  all  wings  on}  the  longfea  funder  ! 

The  men  are  rapt  with  joy,  and  with  tne  meer 

£xcefs  of  it,  can  only  look,  and  wonder. 

What  nation's  this,  (within  tlien.fckcs  they  fay) 
What  rites,  what  laws,  what  king  do  they  obey  ? 

Their  coming  thus :  in  boats  with  firs  ;  nor  fiat. 
But  apt  t'  o're  fet  (as  being  pincht  and  long) 
Ar.dtben  they''d  jivim  like  rcti  *.      The  fa>  ks,  of  mat 
Made  of  palm  leaves  wove  curiouily  and  fkrong. 
The  mens  complexion,  the  fclf- fame  with  that 
Hee  gave  the  earth's  burnt  parts  (fro.Ti  heaven  flung) 

Who  was  more  brave  than  wife;  that  this  is  true 

The  Po  doth  know  and  Lampetufa  rue. 

It  may  be  necefTary  to  add,  the  verfion  of  Fanfliaw',  though 
the  Luliad  very  particularly  requires  them,  was  given  to  the 
public  without  one  note. 

♦  Not  in  the  oridnal. 
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tranflators  you  boaft  that  you  have  left  your  author  to 
fpeak  for  himfelf,  that  you  have  neither  added  nor  dimi- 
niflicd,  you  have  in  reality  grofsly  abufed  him,  and  de- 
ceived yourfelf.  Your  literal  tranflation  can  have  no 
cl^m  to  the  original  felicities  of  expreffion,  the  energy, 
elegance,  and  fire  of  the  original  poetry.  It  may  bear, 
indeed,  a  refemblance,  but  fuch  a  ont  as  a  corpfe  in  the 
fepidchre,  bears  to  the  former  man  when  he  moved  in 
the  bloom  and  vigour  of  life. 

Nee  verbum  verbo  curabis  redderey  fides 
Interpres 

was  the  tafte  of  the  Auguftan  age.  None  but  a  poet  can 
tranflate  a  poet.  The  freedom  which  this  precept  gives, 
will,  therefore,  in  a  poet's  hands,  not  only  infufe  the 
energy,  elegance,  and  fire  of  his  author's  poetry  into  his 
own  vcrfion,  but  will  give  it  alfo  the  fpirit  of  an  ori- 
ginal. 

He  who  can  conftrue  may  perform  all  that  is  claimed 
by  the  literal  tranflator.  He  who  attempts  the  manner  of 
tranflation  prefcribed  by  Horace,  ventures  upon  a  taflc  of 
genius.  Yet,  however  daring  the  undertaking,  and  how- 
ever he  may  have  failed  in  it,  the  tranfTator  acknowledges, 
that  in  this  fpirit  he  endeavoured  to  give  the  Lufiad  in 
Englifli.  Even  farther  liberties,  in  one  or  two  inftances, 
feemed  to  him  advantageous — —But  a  minutenefs  *  in 

the 

*  Some  liberties  of  a  lefs  poetical  kind,  however,  require  to 
be  mentioned.  In  Homer  and  Virgil's  lifts  of  flain  warriors, 
Pryden  and  Pope  have  omitted  feveral  names  which  would  have 

rendered 
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the  memioa  of  thefe  will  not,  in  thefe  pages,  appear 
vfith  a  good  grace  He  (ball  only  add,  in  this  new  edi^ 
tioii,  that  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Porttt^efe 
literati,  both  in  England  and  on  die  Continoitj  hare  ap- 

prored 

rendered  Englifli  verfification  dull  and  tirefbme.  Several  allu- 
fioDS  to  antient  hiftory  and  &ble  have  for  thisreafon  been  abridged. 
€•  g«  In  the  prayer  of  Gama  (Book  vi.)  the  mentioo  of  'Pmd^ 
**  thou  who  delivered^  Paul,  and  defended^  him  horn  quicb' 
fiinds  and  wild  waves — 

Dasjcyrtu  arenofas  &f  ondas  feat  —  ** 

is  omitted.  However  excellent  in  the  ordinal,  the  prayer  ni 
Englifh,  fuch  is  the  difference  of  languagei,  would  lofe  both  its 
dignity  and  ardour,  if  burthened  with  a  Farther  enumeration. 
Nor  let  the  critic,  if  lie  find  the  meaning  of  Camoens  in  (bme 
joflances  altered,  imagine  that  he  has  found  a  lender  in  the 
tranflator.  He  who  chufes  to  fee  a  (light  aiteratioii  of  this  kind, 
win  find  an  inftance,  which  will  ^\s^  him  an  idea  of  others,  in 
Can.  8.  ft.  48.  and  another  in  Can.  7.  ft.  41.  It  was  not  to 
gratify  the  dull  few,  whofe  greateft  pltaiire  in  reading  a  tran- 
flation  is  to  fee  what  the  author  exadlly  fays  ;  it  was  to  give  a 
poem  that  might  live  in  the  English  language  which  was  the  am- 
bition of  the  tranflator.  And  for  the  lame  reafon  he  has  not 
confined  himfelf  to  the  Portuguefc  or  Spanifli  pronunciation  of 
proper  names.  It  is  ingenioufly  obfer\ed  in  the  Rambler,  that 
Milton,  by  the  introduiftion  of  proper  tames,  often  gives  great 
dignity  to  his  verfe.  Regardlefs,  therefore,  of  Spanifh  pro- 
nunciation,  the  tranflator  has  accented  Granada,  Evora,  &c.  in 
the  manner  which  feemed  to  him  to  give  moft  dignity  to  En- 
glifh  verfification.  In  the  word  Sofala  he  has  even  rejcfted  the 
autliority  of  Milton,  and  followed  the  more  fonorous  ufage  of 
Fanfliaw.  Thus  Sir  Richard  :  "  ^Igamfi  Sofala' s  batter' d fort.'' 
And  thus  ^Milton  :  "  Jnd  Sofala  thought  Ophir — "  Which  is 
the  moft  fonorous  there  can  be  no  difputc.  If  the  tranflator, 
however,  is  found  to  have  trefpaffed  againft  good  tafte  in  thefe 
liberties  in  the  pronunciation  of  proper  names,  he  will  be  very 
willing  to  acknowledge  and  corredl  his  error. 


DISSERTATION.  cccini 

proved  of   thefe  freedoms;   and  die  original  is  in  die 
hands  of  the  worW.- 

. .  It  is  wkh  particular  pleafare  that  the  tranflator  renews 
his  acknowledgments  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  pa^ 
tronifed  his  work.  On  his  firft  propofals  to  give  the 
Lufiad  in  Englifli^  the  ingenious  Mr.  Magellan,  of  the 
family  of  the  celebrated  navigator,  was  zealous  to  pro« 
mote  its  fuccefs.  To  many  Portuguefe  gentlemen  he 
owes  the  affiftance  of  books  and  information,  conferred 
in  the  moft  liberal  manner :  and  their  approbation  of  hit 
firft  edition  reconciles  him  to  a  review  of  his  bbours. 
Both  to  public  and  private  libraries  he  is  much  indebted  ; 
particularly  to  the  valuable  colleftion  of  Thomas  Pear- 
fon,  Efq.  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  fervice.  The  ap« 
probation  cxprefTed  by  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  on  the  appearance  of  the  poem  on  the 
Difcovery  of  India  in  its  Englifli  drefs,  gave  the  tranflator 
the  fincereft  fatisfafiion.  To  Governor  Johnftone,  whofe 
anceftorshave  been  the  hereditary  patrons  of  the  anccftots 
of  the  tranflator,  he  is  under  every  obligation  which  the 
warmeft  zeal  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  his  undertaking 
can  poflibly  confer.  To  this  gentleman,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  the  appearance  of  the  Lufiad  in  Englifli  is  due. 
To  the  friendfliip  of  Mr.  Hoole,  the  elegant  tranflator  of 
Taflb,  he  is  peculiarly  indebted.  To  James  Bofwdl,  Efq. 
he  confeflcs  many  obligations.  And  while  thus  he  recol- 
lefls  with  pleafure  the  names  of  many  gentlemen  from 
whom  he  has  received  affiftance  or  encouragement,  he  is 
happy  to  be  enabled  to  add  Dr.  Johnfon  to  the  number  of 

thofe, 
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thpfe,  whofe  kindnefs  for  the  man,  and  good  wUhes  for 
the  tranilation,  call  for  his  fincereft  gratitude.  Nor  muft 
a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Goldfmith  be  neglefied. 
He  faw  a  part  of  this  verGon ;  but  he  cannot  now  re- 
ceive the  thanks  of  the  tranflator. 

But,  though  previous  to  publication  the  tranflator  was 
thus  flattered  with  the  approbation  of  fome  names,  for 
whom  the  public  bear  the  greateft  refpe£i: ;  though  he  in- 
troduced to  the  Englifh  reader  a  poem,  truly  Virgilian^ 
he  confefled  he  had  his  fears  for  its  fate.  And  however 
the  approbation  of  fome  of  the  greatefl:  names  in  the 
Englifli  polite  literature  may  have  (ince  gratified  his  faulter*' 
ing  hopes,  theconfcience  of  his  inability,  and  the  character 
of  the  age,  gave  no  falfe  foundation  to  his  uneafy  appre- 
henfions.  We  are  not,  indeed,  in  the  ccndition  of  ancient 
Rome,  when,  in  the  declenfion  of  ier  literature,  the 
Latin  tongue  was  defpifed,  and  the  Greek  only  admired. 
Yet,  though  a  mafterly  treatife  in  foine  branches  of  lite- 
rature would  immediately  receive  tlic  reward  due  to 
merit;  ere  the  jufl:  reputation  of  his  poetry  be  fixed,  the 
author  perhaps  may  be  where  the  applaufe  of  the  world 
cannot  come.  Long  after  Shakefpeare  wrote,  and  thirty 
years  after  the  Paradife  Loft  was  publifhed,  Shaftft)ury 
pronounced  that  the  Englifh  Mufes  were  lifping  in  their 
cradles.  And  Temple,  a  much  greater  authority  in  poeti- 
cal tafte,  efteems  Sidney  the  greateft  of  all  modern 
poets.  Nor  was  his  negleft  of  Milton  fingular.  Even 
though  that  immortal  author's  reputation  be  now  fixed, 
I  have  known  ^  learned  gentleman  who  could  not  endure 

a  line 
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a  line  of  theParadife  Loft ;  who  yet,  with  feeming  rap- 
ture, would  repeat  whole  pages  of  Ovid..  There  is  a 
charm  in  the  found  of  a  language  which  is  not  debafed 
by  familiar  tife.  And  as  it  was  in  falling  Rome,  nothing 
in  his  vernacular  tongue  will  be  highly  efteemed  by  the 
fcholar  of  dull  tafte.  A  work  which  claims  poetical 
merit,  while  its  reputation  is  uneftabliflieid,  is  beheld,  by 
the  great  majority,  with  a  cold  and  a  jealous  eye.  The 
prefent  age,  iiidecd;  is  happily  aufpicious  to  Science 
and  the  Arts;  but  Pofetry  is  neither  the  general  tafte^ 
nor  the  fafhionable  favourite  of  thefe  *  times.  Often, 
in  the  difpirited  hour,  have  thefe  views  obtruded  upon 
the  tranflator.  While  he  has  left  his  author  upon  the 
table  and  wandered  m  the  fields,  thefe  views  have 
oloathed  themfelves  almoft  imperceptibly  in  the  ftanza 
and  allegory  of  ^  Spenfer.  Thus  conne£ied  with  the 
tranflation  of  Camoens,  unfiniflied  as  they  are,  they 
(hall  clofe  the  introdafiion  to  the  Englifli  LuGad. 

Hence,  vagrant  Minftrel,  from  my  thriving  farm. 
Far  hence,  nor  ween  to  (hed  thy  poifon  here :         • 
My  hinds  defpife  thy  lyre's  ignoble  charm  ; 
Seek  in  the  Sloggard's  bowers  thy  ill-eam'd    cheer : 

There 


*  "  Poetry  makes  a  principal  amufement  among  unpoliftied 
nations ;  but  in  a  country  verging  to  the  extremes  of  refinement) 
Painting  and  Mufic  come  in  for  a  (hare.  As  thefe  offer  the 
feeble  mind  a  lefs  laborious  entertainment,  they  at  firft  rival 
Poetry,  and  at  length  fupplant  her ;  they  engrofs  all  that  fevour 
once  fhcwn  to  her,  and  though  but  younger  fillers,  feize  u^dn 
the  cider's  birthright.*'— Co/^TmiV/J. 
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There  while  tfaj  Idle  channting  ibothes  their  exr. 
The  noxious  thiftle  choaks  their  ficklj  com  ; 
Their  apple  boughs,  ungraflfd,  four  wildings  bear^ 
And  o'er  the  ill-fenced  dales  with  fleeces  torn 
Unguarded  from  the  £0X9  their  lamUuns  ftray  SnlorDL 

Such  min  withers  the  negle£led  foil. 
When  to  the  fong  the  iU-ftarr'd  fwain  attends. 
And  well  thf  meed  repays  thy  worthleis  toil  | 
.Upon  thy  houfielefs  head  pale  want  defcends 
In  bitter  (hower  :  And  taunting  fcom  (till  rendsy. 
And  wakes  thee  trembling  from  thy  golden  dream : 
In  vetchy  bed,  or  loathly  dungeon  en4s 
Thy  idled  life -»— What  fitter  may  bcfeem. 
Who  poiibns  thus  the  fount,  fhould  drink  the  poiion'd. 
dream. 

And  IS  it  thus,  the  heart-flung  M'nftrel  cry*d. 
While  indignation  ftiook  his  filver'd  head, 
And  is  it  thus,  the  grofs-fed  lordlinj's  pride. 
And  hind's  bafe  tongue  the  gentle  bard  upbraid  ! 
And  muft  the  holy  fong  be  thus  repaid 
By  fun-bafk'd  ignorance,  and  choriifli  fcorn  ! 
While  liltlefs  drooping  in  the  languid  fhade 
Of  cold  negleft,  the  facred  Bard  muft  mourn, 
Though  in  his  hallowed  brcaft  heaven's  pureft  ardours 
burn  ! 

Yet  how  fublime,  O  Bard,  the  dread  beheft. 
The  awful  truft  to  thee  by  heaven  affign'd! 

Tis 
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'Tis  thine  tp  humamfe  the^f^vaga  breaft» 

And  form  it^  Vtftue's  mould  the  youthful  mind  ; 

Where  lurks  the  Isitent  fpaik  of  generous  kind^ 

'Tis  thine  to  hid  the  doriviant  ember  blaze : 

Heroic  rag^  with  gentlcft  worth  combined 

Widp  tbi^gh  the  laud  thy  forming  power  difplays. 

So  fpread  the  olive  boughs  beneath  Dan  Phoebus  rays. 

When  Heaven  decreed  to  foothe  the  feuds  that  tore 
The  wolf-eyed  Barons,  whofe  unlettered  rage 
Spurn*d  the  fair  Mufe ;  Heaven  bade  on  Avon's  Ihotc 
A  Shakefpeare  rife  and  foothe  the  barbarous  age  : 
A  Shakefpeare  rofe ;  the  barbarous  heats  afwage — 
At  diftance  due  how  many  bards  attend ! 
Enlarged  and  liberal  from  the  narrow  cage 
Of  blinded  zeal  new  manners  wide  extend, 
And  o'er  the  genenus  breaft  the  dews  of  heaven  defcend. 

And  fits  it  you,  ye  fons  of  hallowed  power. 
To  hear,  unmoved,  the  tongue  of  fcorn  upbraid 
The  Mufe  negle£led  in  her  wintry  bower ; 
While  proudly  flourifhing  in  princely  (hade 
Her  younger  fitters  lift  the  laurel'd  head— • 
And  (hall  the  pencil's  boldefl:  mimic  rage. 
Or  fofteft  charms,  fqre-doom'd  in  time  to  fade. 
Shall  thefe  be  vaunted  o'er  th'  immortal  page. 
Where  paffion's  living  fires  burn  unimpair'd  by  age ! 

And  fliall  the  warbled  ftrain  or  fweeteft  lyre. 
Thrilling  the  palace  roof  at  night's  deep  hour; 
And  (hall  the  nightingales  in  woodland  choir 

The 
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The  voice  of  heaven  in  fweeter  raptures  pour ! 

Ah  na,  their  fong  is  tranfient  as  the  flower 

Of  April  morn :  In  vain  the  fhepherd  boy 

Sits  liftening  in  the  (ilent  Autumn  bower ; 

The  year  no  more  reftores  the  fliortJived  joy ; 

And  never  more  his  harp  (ball  Orpheus'  hands  employ. 

Eternal  filence  in  her  cold  deaf  ear 
Has  clofed  his  (train ;  and  deep  eternal  night 
Has  o'er  Apelles*  tints,  fo  bright  while-ere. 
Drawn  her  blank  curtains — never  to  the  fight 

More  to  be  given But  cloath'd  in  heaven's  own  light 

Homer's  bold  painting  fliall  immortal  fhine ; 
Wide  o'er  the  world  fliall  ever  found  the  mighty 
The  raptured  mufic  of  each  deathlefs  line  : 
For  death  nor  time  may  touch  their  Iving  foul  divine. 

And  what  the  drain,  though  PereK  fwell  the  note. 
High  though  its  rapture,  to  the  Mufe  of  fire  ! 
Ah  what  the  tranfient  founds,  devoid  of  thought. 
To  Shakefpeare's  flame  of  ever-burning  ire. 
Or  Milton's  flood  of  mind,  till  tine  expire 
Tore-doom'd  to  flow  ;  as  heaven's  dread  energy 
Unconfcious  of  the  bounds  of  pkce  — — 
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Copia  das  Paientes  das  Vice  Reisf  e  Capkaer  Generaes  da  ImSap 

conformefe  achao  no  Concelho  Ubramarino  em  Lt/boa. 

.( 

<«  T^    N..M  por  gra^a  de  Dcos  Rey  de  f^ortugal  e  dos  Al- 
^^  •  garvesy  d'aqucm  c  d'alem-mar  em  Africa,  Senhor  de 
Gum6,  e  da  Conq^jfta,  Navega^ao  e  Commercio  da  Ethiopia, 
Arabia,  Perfia,  e  da  India,  &fc. 

**  Fa^o  faber  aos  que  cfta  minha  Carta-Patcnte  virem,  que 
atendendo  a  qualidade,  merecimento,  e  mais  partes  que  concor- 
rem  na  pefToa  de  N....  Hei  por  bem  de  o  nomear  (como  por 
cfta  nomeio)  no  emprego  de  Vice-Rey,  e  Capitao-general  de 
mar  c  terra,  dos  Eftados  da  India,  e  fuas  dcpendencias,  por 
tempo  de  trez  annos,  e  o  mais  que  Eu  for  fervido,  em  quanto 
Ihe  nao  nomear  fucceflbr ;  e  com  o  dito  govemo  aver£  o  foldo 
de  24,000  cruzados  pagos  em  cada  hum  anno  na  forma  das  min- 
has  ordens :  e  gozara  de  todas  as  honras,  poderes,  mando,  jurif- 
di9ao,  e  al^ada,  que  tem,  e  deque  gozarao  os  providos  no  dito 
Govemo ;  e  do  mais  que  por  minhas  ordens  Ihe  for  concedido, 
como  Vice-Rey  e  Capitao-general,  meu  Lugartenentc,  e  imediato 
a  minha  Real  PelToa.  Peloque  mando  ao  Vice-Rey  feu  ante- 
Vol.  I.  y  ceflbr, 
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ceflbr,  oo  a  pc£a  qoe  cftirer  gorcmandcH  d^  pofle  do  nefiBio 
Govcnio  gaal  do  Eftado  da  Inda  ao  dito  N.^  E  outfufim 
ordeoo  a  todos  os  Offidazs  de  Gucrra,  Joftica,  e  Faxenda,  qac 
cm  todo  Die  obedcgao,  c  cumpr^  fuas  onicns,  c  onBdados,  como 
a  flcu  Vke-RcT  c  Capitio-geceral :  c  o  TizoaronH  on  Reccbe- 
dor  da  minba  Fazcnda*  a  qscm  o  rroeUmcoto  da»  rendas  da 
India  tocary  Die  £ua  pagamcnto  do  referido  foldo  aos  qnarteiSy 
por  efta  Caita-Patente  fomentey  fcm  para  iSko  fer  neceffira 
ootra  Provizao  minha,  a  qoal  fe  regiftara  para  o  dho  cffeito  not 
1:ttx>3  da  foa  defpeza*  para  {c  Ihe  kfar  em-conta.  £  o  dito  F.^ 
jorara  em  minha  Chancellariay  na  fonna  coftumada,  deque  fe 
hri  aflento  nas  coEas  deila  minha  Carta-Patentc ;  c  antes  de 
partir  deila  Corte,  fara  em  minhas  Reaes  maos  preito  e  omena- 
gcta  pelo  dito  GoveTno  do  Eflado  da  India,  e  foas  Cooqiiifiat 
dependentes.  E  por  £rmeza  de  todo  Die  mandci  pafl&r  efta 
Carta-Patente  por  mim  afiignada,  e  feDada  com  o  Sdlo  Grande 
de  minhas  Armas,  &c. 

Dada  na  cidade  de  Lifboa,  l^c. 

EIRcy. 

N  O  T  I  C  I  A  S. 

I.  Os  Vice-Keys  da  Ir.dia  tinhao  huma  jurifdicSo  fiiprema, 
como  fe  ve  das  fuas  Patentes :  e  erao  unicamente  fujeitos,  no 
fim  do  feu  govemo,  a  huma  deva^a  de  rezidencia,  que  EI  Rev 
mandava  tirar  do  feu  procedLTiento,  por  hum  Miniftro  civiL 
Nefla  deva^a  deviao  jurar  todas  as  Ordens  do  Ellado ;  prind- 
plando-fe  pela  Camera  (ou  feja  Cziselho  Municipal) ;  c  conti- 
niiADdo-fe  pelos  OflSciaes  das  mais  reparti^oens  civis,  como  a  Re- 
la^ao  de  Goa,  os  Miniilros  e  Officiaes  da  Fazenda,  os  Generais 
t  OfiBciais  Militares,  fern  excepcao  de  pefToa  alguma, 

Efta  devaca  era  retietida  em  dirtitura  a  Lifboa.  Porem,  fe  o 
novo  Vice-rey  [tendo  precedido  queixas  a  Coit;  do  feo  ante- 
ceffor]  trazia  ordens  particulares ;  podia  mandalo  logo  prezo  a 
Lifboa,  achando-o  culpado. 

a.  Na 
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2.  Na  India  avia  alem  do  Vice-Rcy  e  de  dou8  Secretanos  de 
EftadOy  OS  TribunaiM  feguintes  cm  Goa :  a  Inquizi9ao  para  as 
couzas  da  Religiio :  o  Tribunal  do  Ordinario  para  os  mais 
N^ocios  Eccleziafticos :  uma  Junta  das  Miffoens,  independents 
do  Bifpo,  mas  fujeita  £  in^cao  dos  Vice^Reys>  na  qual  Junta 
prezidia  o  Superior  dos  Jeztiitas :  huma  Rela^ao  (tribunal  fupe- 
rior  de  Jtidicatura)  Cots  hum  Chanc€ller.m6r  para  os  negocios 
civis,  com  appela^ao  para  o  Tribunal  fupremo  do  Reino  (cm 
Portugal) :  hum  Concelho  da  Fazenda,  e  o  Senado  da  Camera. 

3.  O  Vice-Rey  era  Regedor  das  Jufti^as,  &  como  tal  era 
Prezidente  da  fobredita  Rela9ao9  &  do  referido  Concelho  da, 
Fazenda:  nao  fe  podendo  difpender  couza  alguma  fern  hum 
defpachoy  ou  portaria  do  mefmo  Vice-Rey.  Efte,  como  Lugar- 
tenente  d'El  Rey,  gOTcmava  fem  limita^ao  fobre  os  Militares  ; 
conferia  Patentes  ate  o  poilo  de  Capitaens  inclufive :  nonlcava 
interinamente  todos  os  mais  Poflos  fuperiores ;  e  conferia  todos 
os  Goyemos  da  fua  dependencia»  que  nao  vinhao  providos  pela 
Corte.  Nos  cazos  criminaes^  ai&m  civis,  como  militares^  a  Relag 
o  e  o  Concelho  de  Guerra  da  India  tinhao  o  direito  fupremo  de 
vida  e  morte :  e  o  Vice-Rey,  como  Prezidente,  tinha  o  direito 
de  dezempate  nos  cazos  de  igoaldade  de  votos. 

4.  Alem  dos  referidos  eftablecimentos,  o  Senado  da  Camera 
tinha  os  mefmos  direitos  de  poHcia,  que  tem  todos  os  do  Reino : 
e  akm  diflb  o  direito  de  reprezenta9ao  a  o  mefmo  Vice-Rey ;  e 
de  fe-queixar,  em  Corpo  de  Tribunal,  em  direitura  a  fua  Ma- 
geflade  a  Liiboa. 

5.  Quando  avia  vacancia  de  Vice-Reys,  por  cauza  de  morte, 
o  Arcebifpo,  o  Chanceler  da  Rela9ao,  e  o  Official  Militar  de 
maior  Patente,  tomavao  o  govemo  do  Eflado;  e  exercitavao 
promifcuamente  todas  as  fun9oens,  afUgnando  todos  juntos  as 
ordens  que  davao. 

y  2  C.  Q 
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6.  O  Commercio  da  Afia  pertencia  inteiramente  a  El  Rqr,  c 
tudo  fe  fazia  por  conta  da  Coroa,  em  navios  propnos :  para  o 
que  tinhao  eftabelecido,  por  parte  de  mefina  Coroa,  e  a  fua  cuftay 
differentes  Feitorias  em  todos  os  Eftabelecunentos  da  Afia,  ad- 
minifirados  por  Feitores  e  Officials  da  Fazenda  Real,  debaixo  da 
junfdi^ao  dos  Vice-Keys ;  os  quais  davao  contas  no  fim  de  3  an- 
nos  da  fua  adminiftra^aoy  ao  Concelho  da  Fazenda  da  India :  e 
efte  as  dava  ao  Concelho-Ultramarino  de  LKboa,  na  fequinta 
moD^ao.  £fle  comercio  fe  fazia  em  frotas,  que  partiao  da  India, 
e  depozitavao  tudo  nos  Armazaens  Reaes  da  Caza  affim  chamada 
(da  India)  em  Lifboa :  donde  fe  vendia  por  conta  da  Fazenda 
Real,  aos  nacionaes,  e  aos  eilranjeiros. 

.  7.  Os  Vice-Reys  obtiverao  a  liberdade  de  fazerem  comercio 
para  o  Reino ;  porem  nao  podiao  exceder  de  huma  porgao  limi- 
tada,  que  fe  Ihes  arbitrou.  A  mefina  faculdade  fe  eftendeo 
aodepois  diflb  a  muitas  outras  peifoas,  tanto  civis,  como  mili- 
tares  ;  porem  com  grandes  limitagoens  e  rezervas ;  exceptuando 
fempre  as  pedras  preciozas,  perolas  e  aljofar,  cujo  comercio  fe 
deu  excluzivamcnte  as  Rainhas  de  Portugal,  para  feo  patrimonio : 
aflim  como  taobera  o  da  pimenta.  O  comercio  dos  outras  efpe- 
eiarias,  do  falitre,  fandalo,  e  porcelana,  fempre  foi  rezervado  a 
Coroa. 

8.  Prohibio-fe  em  fim  aos  Vice-Reys  e  a  todos  os  Officiaes 
Civis  e  Militares  de  fazerem  commercio  algum  por  huma  Lei 
que  foi  promulgada  no  anno  de  1687. 

9.  O  govemo  da  India  foi  alterado  no  anno  de  1773.  Abolio- 
fe  o  Vice-Reynado,  ficando  em  Capitaens  Generaes,  Deu-fc 
uma  nova  forma  a  arrecada9ao  da  Fazenda,  eftabelecendo-fe  hum 
Erario  Regio,  no  forma  do  Erario  de  Lifboa.  Abolio-fe  a  In- 
quizl^ao,  e  o  Tribunal  de  Relacao  :  ficando  a  adminiftra^ao  da 
Julli$a,  nas  maos  dos  Guvidores  Geraes,  com  appellagao  para 

Lifboa. 
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Liflx>a«  Man^ou-fe  efbbelcer  no  melxno  Eftado  o  mefmo  regu- 
lamento  military  que  fe  pradlca  em  Portugal :  e  pagar  as  tropas 
por  conta  da  Coroa  em  dinheiro ;  por  quanto  eila  defpeza  era 
feita  d'antes  pelos  Capitaens  que  exerciao  monopolios  onerozos^ 
pagando  aos  foldados  o  fuftento  e  o  fardamento  por  fua  conta. 

Copy  of  the  Ktn^s  Letters  Patent^  given  to  the  Vtce-RoySj  fupreme 
Commanders  of  Poriuguefe  Eajl  Indta^  according  to  the  original 
kept  in  the  King^s  OJicey  called  Concelho  Ultramarino  in  Li/bon. 

**  Don  N.  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Portugal  and  AI- 
garvesy  on  this  fide  of  the  fea,  and  on  that  of  Africa ;  Lord  of 
Guinea,  and  of  the  Conquefl,  Navigation,  and  Commerce  of 
Ethiopia,  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  India,  &c. 

^*  Be  it  known  to  all  to  whom  this  my  Letter  Patent  may  come^ 
that,  attentive  to  the  qualities,  merits,  and  talents  of  N.  I  am 
pleafed  to  name  him  (as  I  do  hereby)  to  the  office  of  Vice-Roy 
and  Generaliffimo  of  the  fea  and  land,  in  the  States  of  India,  and 
dependencies  thereon,  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  and  till  fuch 
time  after  as  I  fhall  appoint  another  to  fucceed  him  ;  and  on  ac- 
count of  this  government  I  appoint  him  a  falary  of  24,000  * 
cruzados,  to  be  paid  to  him  every  year  according  to  this  my 
commiflion :  and  he  fhall  enjoy  all  the  honours,  powers,  com- 
mand, jurifdidlion,  and  authority,  which  now  holds  the  prefent 
Vice-Roy,  and  formerly  did  his  predcceflbrs  in  the  fame  govern- 
ment, and  befides  whatever  further  grants  I  may  allow  to  him 
as  Vice- Roy,  Generaliffimo,  and  my  Locum-tenens  immediate 
to  my  Royal  Perfon.  On  account  of  which  I  order  the  till  now 
Vice-Roy  of  India,  or  whofoever  holds  in  his  flead  the  govern* 
ment  of  that  State,  to  deliver  up  to  the  faid  N.  the  fame  go- 
vernment at  his  arrival.    And  moreover  I  order  all  the  officers 

of 
*  Two  thouHind  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  pounds  fterlin^. 
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of  War,  of  the  King^s-bench^  and  of  the  Exchequer,  to  obey 
him  in  eveiy  refpeft,  and  execute  his  orders  or  coimiiaiids»  at 
their  Vice-Roy  and  GeneralifiQmb  :  and  the  Lord  Treafuier  or 
high  Receiver  of  the  Revenue  in  that  State,  (hall  make  hun 
payment  of  the  aforefaid  Salary  quarterly,  according  to  thu 
prefent  Letter  Patent,  without  waiting  for  any  further  orders 
of  mine ;  which  payment  being  regiftered  in  the  book  of  the 
expences  of  State,  (hall  be  reckoned  as  one  of  them.  And  the 
faid  N.  ihall  fwear  in  the  High  Court  of  my  Chancery  in  the 
accuftomed  form  ;  an  atteftation  of  which  fhall  be  taken  on  the 
back  of  this  Letter  Patent:  and  before  his  depgoture  finom 
ihore,  he  (hall  fwear  obedience,  and  do  homage  on  my  Royal 
hands,  for  the  (aid  government  of  India  and  its  dependencies : 
and  as  a  teft  and  confirmation  of  the  whole,  I  have  ordered  this 
my  Letter  Patent  to  be  paffed,  which  (hall  be  (igned  by  mci 
and  fealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of  my  Anns,  &c. 
Given  at  Li(bon,  &c. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

I.  The  Vice-Rcys  of  India  held  a  fupreme  junfdi6lion,  as 
appears  by  their  Letters  Patent,  and  were  only  fubje6l  at  the 
end  of  their  government  to  an  In  quell  on  the  difcharge  of  their 
official  duty  and  perfonal  behaviour,  which  the  King  always 
ordered  to  be  made  by  a  Civil  Magiftrate.  Into  this  Inqueft 
were  to  be  fwom  all  ranks  of  the  State,  the  Members  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  India  adminiftration,  and  thofe  of  all  the 
other  Councils  and  Courts,  the  King's  Bench  of  Judges  at  Goa, 
the  Minillers  and  Officers  of  the  India  Exchequer  and  King's 
Revenue,  as  well  as  all  the  Generals  and  Military  Officers  of  the 
State,  without  exception  of  any  perfon  foever. 

The  refult  of  this  general  inqueft  was  to  be  fent  diredlly  to 
the  King's  Council  at  Lifbon  :  and  there  to  be  judged  accords 

ingly. 
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{ngiy«  But  if  the  new  Vice^-Roy,  in  confequcnce  of  any  c?om- 
pkints  faanng  been  made  to  the  King's  Privy  Council  figainft 
hid  predecefibr,  had  got  particular  orders  from  the  king^  he  then 
could^  on  finding  him  guihy  by  the  aforefaid  inqaeft,  commit 
him  to  prifon^  and  iend  htm  under  confinement  to  Lifi>on,  to  be 
jadged  by  the  King's  Priry  Council,  or  by  the  King  himfeU'^ 

2.  There  were  in  India,  befides  the  Vice-Roy  and  two  Secre- 
taries of  State,  who  afted  with  hin\  as  a  kind  of  Privy  Council, 
the  following  THbuhals  in  Goa,  viz.  The  Inquifition  of  the  af. 
fairs  of  Rclrgioft :  An  Ecclcfiaftical  or  Spiritual  Court,  with  the 
Bifliop  at  their  head,  for  the  affairs  which  fall  under  the  cogni- 
tance  rf  the  Church :  A  Board  or  Council  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gofpel,  without  any  dependence  upon  the  Bifhop,  but 
only'  fubjeded  to  the  infpeAion  of  the  Vice-Roys,  of  which 
Council  the  Superior  of  the  Jefuits  was  Prefident :  The  King's 
Bench,  confifting  of  a  Chancellor  and  a  certain  number  of  high 
Judges,  named  by  the  King,  for  the  Civil  affairs,  from  whom 
there  could  be  no  appeal  but  to  the  fupreme  King's  Bench  of 
the  high  Judges  at  Lifbon  :  A  Council  or  Court  of  the  Exche- 
quer, for  the  King's  Revenue :  And  a  kind  of  a  Court,  [Zfi^ 
ihe  Common  Council  of  LonJony']  but  very  few  in  number,  for  the 
police  of  Goa. 

3.  The  Vice-Roy  being,  on  account  of  his  office,  a  kind  of 
High  Chancellor  of  the  State,  was  in  confequence  thereof  Pre- 
fident of  the  fupreme  King's  Bench  of  high  or  great  Judges, 
and  of  the  Court  of  the  Exchequer  already  mentioned ;  nor 
could  any  expence  or  difburfement  be  made  by  this  laft,  with- 
out confent  and  permiffion  figned  by  himfelf.  He,  as  a  Locum- 
tenens  of  the  King,  had  an  unHmited  authority  and  command 
over  the  whole  military  departments :  he  conferred  all  the  mili- 
tary Commiflions  in  the  Army,  not  above  thofe  of  Captains ; 
and  even  appointed  any  fuperior  Officers,  till  thefe  offices  were 

y  4  filled 
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filled  op  by  the  King's  nomination ;  and^  finaDf ,  he  nommated 
and  gare  all  other  conuniffions  and  charges  under  him,  wliidi 
were  not  pronded  by  the  King.  In  all  cnminal  cafes,  both  dvil 
and  military^  the  above  King's  Bendi  of  high  Judges,  and  the 
Cooncil  of  War,  or  Court  "Martial,  hdd  the  dedfive  anthoritj 
of  Life  and  Death :  But  the  Vice-Roys  had  the  caftti^.vote,  as 
Frefidents  of  both,  in  cafe  of  an  equality  of  votes. 

4.  Beiides  the  aforefiud  dvil  eftabliihments,  the  Municipal 
Court,  under  the  name  of  Senate  of  the  Camera^  \jwhUh  mat 
Kie  the  Common  Council  of  London^  though  compofed  tf  much  fewer 
fnembers']  was  vefted  with  the  fame  authority  and  exdofive  power, 
in  regard  to  matters  of  police,  as  that  of  Portugal ;  it  had  alfo 
the  right  of  addreffing  and  petitioning  the  Vice-Roys,  and  even 
of  applying  by  common  confent,  as  a  civil  body,  for  redrds,  to 
the  King  himfelf,  at  Lifbon. 

5.  On  the  death  of  the  Vice- Roy,  during  bis  government, 
the  Archbifhop  of  Goa,  the  Chancellor  of  the  King's  Bench  or 
Council  of  Juftice,  and  the  Military  Officer  of  highefl;  rank  and 

of  oldeft  commiflion,  were  to  take  the  government  of  the  State, 
and  to  cxercife  conjointly  all  its  funclions  j  all  three  figning  to- 
gether whatever  orders  they  gave. 

6.  The  whole  Commerce  of  Afia  belonged  folely  to  the  King ; 
and  was  carried  on,  on  account  of  the  Cro^^^l,  in  the  King's 
fhips.  To  this  end  there  were  eftablifhed  different  faftories,  by 
the  authority  and  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown,  in  all  the  fettle- 
ments  of  Afia,  with  proper  Officers  and  Clerks,  under  the  jurif- 
diclion  of  the  Vice- Roys ;  who  at  the  end  of  every  three  years 
were  to  render  an  account  of  their  management  to  the  India 
Exchequer,  by  which  it  was  fent  to  the  high  Council  Ultra- 
marine at  Lifbon  in  the  next  *  mongoon.     This  commerce  was 

*  Mottfocn  means  here  the  ftated  times  in  which  the  Portugucfc  India 
Oiips  ufed  to  fail  to  Lilbon. 
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carried  on  by  fleets,  •which  failed  from  India,  and  depofited 
their  cargoes  in  the  Royal  warehoufes  of  the  Eaft  India  Houfe 
at  Liibon ;  from  whence  they  were  fold  on  behalf  of  the  Royal 
Revenue,  both  to  the  Portuguefe  and  to  foreigners  *. 

7.  In  courfe  of  time  the  Vice-Roys  obtained  leave  to  trad^, 
on  their  own  account,  from  India  to  Portugal ;  but  they  were 
not  allowed  to  exceed  a  limited  and  determined  portion.  Af- 
terwards the  fame  power  was  extended  to  many  other  perfons, 
both  of  the  civil  and  of  the  military  profeflion  :  but  this  was  to 
be  done  within  great  limitations  and  reftndlions.  The  com- 
merce of  precious  (topes,  and  pearls  of  every  fize,  was  alwaya 
excepted.  The  trade  of  thefe,  and  of  pepper,  was  the  exclufive 
right  of  the  Queens  of  Portugal,  as  a  part  of  their  patrimony  f . 
The  trade  of  the  other  fpices,  of  nitre,  (andalo  J,  and  that  of 
porcelaine,  always  was  referved  to  the  Crown. 

8.  In  fine,  the  Vice-Roys  of  India,  and  all  Officers,  both 
civil  and  military,  were  prohibited  carrying  on  any  kind  of 
commerce  between  India  and  Portugal,  by  a  law  which  was 
publiihed  in  the  year  1687. 

9.  The  government  of  the  Portuguefe  Eaft  India  was  lately 
altered,  in  the  year  1773.  The  title  of  Vice-Roy  was  abolifh- 
<d,  and  changed  into  that  of  Captain-General.  A  new  form 
of  levying  the  Duties,  and  managing  the  King's  Revenue  wai 

eftablifhed. 


♦  B^fides  the  Eaft-India  warehoufes  at  Liibon,  there  were  other  ware- 
houfes at  Antwerp,  with  a  conful,  and  at  Rotterdam  and  Amfterdam,  with 
two  refpe^ive  fadors,  for  the  difpofal  of  the  India  goods  fent  to  them  from 
Li(bon. 

-f-  The  Queens  of  Portugal  have  a  kind  of  patrimony  affigned  to  them  by 
the  State:  it  confifts  of  different  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  whofe  duties 
and  cuftoms  belong  to  the  Queen*s  boufehold  or  revenue.  They  have  a 
Secretary  of  State,  with  a  council  of  their  own,  an  exchequer  for  their  own 
revepue :  and  all  the  juftices  of  peace,  judges,  and  officers  of  the  Queen*« 
State,  are  of  her  Majefty^s  nomination. 

^  A  kind  of  red  wood,  for  dying  with,  like  the  Brazilwood. 
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cftabliibed.  A  new  Royal  Treafuiy  or  Eju^eqner  wm  CMAtd, 
like  that  of  LifboD,  kaown  by  the  usaaeaiRtyaJErmnmau  The 
coujt  of  Inqaifition  was  abolifhed,  as  w^  as  the  fupicflae  Tri- 
bunal of  the  King's  Bench,  the  adminiftration  of  Jtiftice  betig 
put  into  the  hands  of  Auditors-Generaly  from  whom  there  may 
be  an  appeal  to  the  High  Tribunal  at  Lifbon*  line  hmc  fliili. 
tary  r^olabons,  as  now  pra£life4  in  Portug^  werr  extended 
to  India :  and  the  troops  were  ordered  to  be  paid  m  ready 
flioney,onaccoiuitof  theCfowtt;  thepayoftheSollienhanBg 
formerly  pafied  through  the  hands  of  the  Cs^yttiBS,  wboeleixiM 
confiderable  nxnu^lies  io  the  fxuUH^ement  of  it,  by  pftyiflg  them 
Ui  pTOYifiofis  and  doathsy  &c.  ^m  their  own  wttchcHifea. 


Ambitious  of  giving  his  hiilorical  narrative  the  kft  oonfima- 
tion,  the  Tranflator  applied  for  affiftance  to  fome  gentlemen, 
who,  oo  the  appearance  of  the  Englifh  Lnfiad,  hoaoflred  him 
with  fhdr  c6rrefpondeAce»     Me  entreated  that,  if  poffible,  a 

copy  of  the  commiiHon  of  the  Viceroys  might  be  procured,  to- 
gether with  an  abftracl  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Portu- 
guefe  ACa.  And  the  foregoing  papers,  of  wliich  he  has  given 
a  tranflation,  were  remitted  to  him  from  the  Continent.  jDu-* 
ring  the  Spanifh  ufurpation,  the  affairs  of  India  fell  into  the 
deepeft  anarchy.  When  John  IV.  afcended  the  throne  of  For- 
tugal,  he  endeavoured  to  reftore  regularity  to  the  government 
of  his  eaftem  empire  ;  and  from  the  regulations  of  that  monarch 
and  his  fucceffors  the  above  Notkias  were  carefully  extraded. 
There  is  no  copy  of  the  Viceroy's  commiiTion  of  older  date  than 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  John  IV.  the  former  papers  re- 
lative to  the  government  of  India  having  probably  been  removed 
to  Madrid.  But  the  commiflion  itfelf  bears  a  proof  that  it  was 
in  the  ufual  form;  and  the  regulations  of  John,  which  remain 
upon  record,  appear,  by  the  teftimony  of  hiftory,  to  be  only  a 

coufirrn^ 
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confirmation  of  the  former  government  of  India,  with  a  great 
diminution  of  the  Viceroy's  falary,  and  perhaps  fome  few  novel 
eftablifhments  which  did  not  afFeft  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution. 
By  the  lateft  alterations,  it  appears,  that  the  conftitution  of 
Liibon,  ever  was,  and  is,  the  grand  model  of  the  government 
of  Portuguefe  Afia. 

*^*  Whatever  circumftances  have  a  tendency  to  elucidate 
the  manners  and  policy  of  former  times,  or  to  give  us  an  ac- 
curate idea  of  the  energy  and  ftrength  of  her  various  govern- 
ments, when  Europe  began  to  emerge  from  the  inadivity  of 
the  Gothic  ages,  are  highly  worthy  of  the  careful  inveftigation 
of  the  philofopher  and  politician.  Roufed  into  a6lion  by  Prince 
Henry  of  Portugal,  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  and  beginning  of 
the  fixteenth  century  became  the  great  «ra  of  maritime  difcovcry. 
The  three  grand  expeditions  were  thofe  of  Gama,  Columbus, 
and  Magalhaens.  And  the  objedl  of  all  was  the  fame,  the  Dif- 
covery  of  India.  The  force  of  the  various  fleets  which  attempt- 
ed this  arduous  undertaking,  will  give  us  an  idea  of  the  ftate  of 
maritime  affairs  in  the  reigns  when  they  were  fitted  out.  In 
i486,  Bartholomew  Diaz,  a  Portuguefe  captain,  with  three, 
(hips,  attempted  the  Difcovery  of  India  by  the  coaft  of  Africa ; 
but,  haraffed  by  tempefts,  his  crew  mutinied,  and  having  dif- 
covered  the  river  del  Jnfanie^  on  the  eaftem  fide  of  Africa,  he 
returned  to  Europe.  About  fourteen  years  after,  this  expedir 
tion  was  happily  completed  by  Gama ;  and  the  force  with  which 
he  went  out  is  thus  circumftantially  defcribed  by  Heman  Lopez 
de  Caftaneda,  a  cotemporary  writer,  and  careful  journalifl  of  fa£b^ 

**  Emmanuel,  carneft  to  profecute  what  his  predeceffor  Doi^ 
**  John  had  begun  for  the  difcovery  of  India,  ordered  Fernai\ 
**  Lorenzo,  Treafurer  of  the  houfe  of  the  Myna  fon  the  goUeti 
*'  codfl)  to  build  with  the  timber  that  was  bought  in  king  John's 
**  time,  two  (hips,  which,  after  they  were  finiftied,  he  namec^ 
««  the  Angel  Gabriel,  being  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tona 

«  burthen^ 
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**  burthen,  and  the  Saint  Raphael,  of  one  hundred  tons.  And 
**  to  accompany  thefe  fhips  the  long  bought  of  a  pOot  who  was 
^  bom  In  Lagos,  named  Berrio,  a  caraTd  of  fifty  tons,  whidi 
**  bore  the  name  of  the  POot.  Befide  thefe,  he  bought  a  ihip 
^  of  two  hundred  tons  of  one  Ayres  Corrca. . . .  .The  king  aHb 
^  appointed  Bartholomew  Diaz  to  go  along  with  them  in  a  ca- 
<*  ravel  to  the  Myna.  And  becaufe  the  (hips  of  war  could  not 
<<  carry  provifions  fuffident  for  the  voyage,  the  king  gave  or- 
*^  ders  that  the  (hip  of  Corrca  (hould  be  laden  with  provifions, 
^  and  accompany  the  fleet  to  the  bay  of  St.  Blafs,  where  it 
^  would  be  neceflary  to  take  in  frefh  water ;  and  the  ftoir-lfaip 
^  was  to  be  there  unloaded  and  burnt.  The  Captain  General 
^  went  in  the  (hip  called  St.  Gabriel,  having  for  pilot  one  Pedro 
^  de  Alanquer,  who  had  been  pilot  to  Bartholomew  Diaz, 
**  when  he  difcovered  the  river  called  El  rjo  del  Tnfante.  Paulas 
•*  de  Gama,  brother  of  the  Captain  General,  went  in  the  fliip 
«  called  St«  Raphael ;  Nicolas  Coello  went  in  the  caravd 
*^  named  Berrio;  and.  Gonfalo  Gomez  commanded  the  ftore- 
•*  fhip."  The  number  of  the  crews  of  this  fquadron,  accordii^ 
to  Caftaneda>  was  148  men  ;  according  to  others,  160.  Gama 
and  his  brother,  and  the  ten  malefactors  who  were  on  board, 
were  perhaps  not  included  in  Caftaneda's  account. 

The  voyage  of  Columbus  has  been  called  the  moft  daring  and 
grand  ever  attempted  by  man.  Columbus  himfelf,  however,  feems 
to  have  had  a  very  different  idea  of  it ;  for  certain  it  Uy  he  ex- 
pelled to  reach  India  by  the  weft  ward  pafTage  in  the  fpace  of  not 
many  weeks.  The  fquadron  with  which  he  attempted  this  dif- 
covery,  confifted  of  only  three  veffels.  Dr.  Robertfon  calls  the 
largeft  which  Columbus  commanded,  "  of  no  confiderable 
«<  burden  ;"  and  the  twp  others,  **  hardly  fuperior  in  burden  or 
*•  force  to  large  boats."  The  crew  confifted  of  ninety  men, 
and  a  few  adventurers.  And  the  expence  of  fitting  out  thi» 
equipment  did  not  exceed  4000 1.  fterh'ng,  for  which  queen 
Ifabella  pawned  her  jewels. 

3  The 
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The  cntcrpnfc  of  Maghalhaens  was  infinitely  more  daring 
than  that  of  Columbus.  India  and  the  continent  of  America 
were  now  both  difcovered^  and  now  known  to  be  at  vail  diilance 
from  each  other.  To  find  a  rout  to  India  beyond  the  great 
American  continent  was  the  bold  defign  of  Magalhaens  ;  which 
he  attempted,  according  to  Faria,  with  250  men  and  five  fhips  ; 
which,  with  refpeA  to  its  purpofe,  Dr.  Robertfon  calls,  "  apro- 
**  per  fquadron.** 

When  Gama  failed  from  Lifbon,  it  was  unknown  that  a  great 
and  potent  Commonwealth  of  Mohammedan  merchants  deeply 
{killed  in  all  the  arts  and  views  of  commerce,  were  fcattered  over 
the  Eaftem  World.  Gama,  therefore,  did  not  fail  to  India  with 
a  warlike  fleet,  like  that  which  firft  followed  him  under  Cabral, 
but  with  a  fquadron  every  way  proper  for  difcoyery.  The  Ppr- 
tuguefe  hiftorians  afcribe  the  (hip wreck  of  many  Portuguefe  vef- 
fels  on  the  voyage  between  Europe  and  India  to  the  avarice  of 
their  owners,  in  building  them  of  an  enormous  bulk,  of  4,  5,  and 
600  tons.  The  fleet  of  Gama  was  therefore  not  only  of  the  moft 
perfeft  fize  which  the  art  of  ftiip-building  could  then  produce, 
but  was  alfo  fuperior  in  number,  and  nearly  of  the  draught  *  of 
water  with  the  veffels  which  at  this  day  are  fent  out  on  voyages  of 
difcovery.  The  difpofition  of  Gama's  voyage  is  alfo  worthy  of 
notice :  the  captain  who  had  already  paft  the  great  fouthem  pro- 
montory of  Africa,  to  accompany  him  to  a  certain  latitude  ;  the 
pilot  who  had  failed  with  that  captain,  to  go  the  whole  voyage  ; 
the  fize  of  Coello's  caravel,  proper  to  enter  creeks  and  rivers ; 
and  the  appointment  of  the  ftore-ftiip  j  are  circumilances  which 
difplay  a  knowledge  of  and  attention  to  maritime  affairs,  greatly 
fuperior  to  any  thing  difcovered  by  the  court  of  Spain  in  the 
equipments  of  Columbus  and  Magalhaens.   The  warlike  ftrength 

of 

♦  Capt  Cooke*s  two  veffsh  have,  by  the  latell  experience,  been  found  the 
fitteft  for  difcovery.  The  one  was  of  462  tons  burthen,  the  other  of  336; 
and  built  to  draw  little  water.  And  certain  it  is  that  veflTels  of  fuch  burthen 
are  now  built,  which  draw  as  little  water  as  thofe  of  120  tons  in  the  infancy 
of  modem  navigation.  < 
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of  Gama's  fleet  was  greatly  fupcrior  to  that  of  the  firft  voyage  of 
Columbus,  and  little  inferior  to  that  of  Magalhaens ;  though 
Ma^ralhaens,  who  had  been  in  India,  well  knew  the  hoftile  dtfpo- 
'  fition  of  the  natives.  In  the  art  of  war  the  Indians  were  greatly 
inferior  to  the  Moors,  and  the  Moors  were  as  inferior  to  the 
Portuguefe.  And  the  fquadron  of  Gama  not  only  defeated  the 
whole  naval  force  of  the  firft  maritime  ftate  of  India,  but  in  every 
attack  was  vidlorious  over  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Moors. 
Thefe  circumftances  are  clearly  evinced  in  our  hiftory  of  the 
Difcovery  of  India  ;  and  this  comparative  difcuffion  will  aot 
only  give  an  accurate  idea  of  the  progrefs  which  the  Portu* 
guefe  had  made  in  navigation,  but  is  alfo,  perhaps,  necdO^ury  ia 
fupport  of  the  reputation  of  this  work.  Had  an  author  of 
ordinary  rank  reprefented  the  fquadron  of  Gama  as  extremefy 
feebky  coiipjllng  only  of  three  *  'oeffehy  of  neither  burthen  nor  for€9 
adequate  to  thefervice — fuch  condemnation  of  our  narrative  had 
been  here  unnoticed.  But  when  a  celebrated  and  juftly  ad« 
mired  hiftorian,  in  a  work  publiftied  about  one  year  and  an  hdf 
after  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Lufiad,  has  given  fuch  repre^ 
fen  tat  ion  of  the  equipment  of  Gama,  dire£lly  contrary  to  the 
light  in  which  it  is  there  placed,  the  foregoing  detail  will  not 
appear,  it  is  hoped,  an  unneceflaiy  or  rude  vindication.  We  have 
followed  the  ample  and  circumilantial  accounts  of  the  Portu- 
guefe writers,  and  not  the  imperfedl  and  curfoiy  abftradls  of  the 
Spanifh  hillorians  when  they  alhide  to  the  affairs  of  their  fifter 
kingdom- 

*^*  To  our  former  accounts  of  Portuguefe  Literature  let 
the  following  be  added  :  In  1 741 ,  an  heroic  poem  was  publiihed 
in  Portuguefe  by  tlie  Count  de  Ericeyra.  It  is  named  HenrU 
quEida,  and  celebi'ates  the  eftabh'fhment  of  the  kingdom  of  Por- 
tugal. Though  it  has  fome  extravagancies,  it  contains  an  ar- 
dent  fpirit  of  true  poetry.     And  in  the  preface  and  notes  the 

author 

*  See  Ilift   Ameiic.  vol.  1.  p.  145. 
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author  had  given  many  judicious  criticifms,  afid  by  his  opinion 
of  Milton  difcovers  a  ftrength  of  mind  greatly  fupeiior  to  that 
firivoloufnefs,  that  poverty  of  tafte>  which  the  French  generally 
betray,  when  they  criticife  the  works  of  that  great  poet.  The 
tranflator  has  been  favoured  with  the  following  account  of  this 
noble  author  by  a  learned  and  ingenious  gentleman  of  Portugal ; 
for  whofe  favours  he  here  returns  his  acknowledgements. 

**  Dom  Francifco  Xavier  dc  Menezes,  fourth  Count  of  En- 
**  ceyra,  was  one  of  the  moft  learned  men  of  this  age,  and  st 
**  great  ornament  to  Portugal ;  he  was  born  at  Lifbonthe  29th 
<*  of  January,  1673,  and  died  in  the  fame  city  the  21  ft  of  De- 
**  cember,  1743.  To  the  qualities  of  a  foldier,  a  politician,  a 
**  philofopher,  a  mathematician,  an  hiftorian,  and  a  poet,  he 
**  joined  that  of  a  man  of  honour  and  probity.  He  was  director 
**  and  cenfor  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Portuguefe  Hiftory  ; 
<*  he  fpoke  the  Latin,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanifh  languages 
**  with  as  much  eafc  and  elegance  as  his  own,  and  wrote  in  ^hem 
**  all  with  accuracy.  Although  he  never  went  out  of  Portugal, 
**  he  was  known  and  admired  in  all  Europe,  and  obtained  the 
**  efteem  and  the  praifes  of  Pope  Innoceut  XIII.  and  Lewis 
"  XIV.  of  France,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  men  of 
*<  that  age,  fuch  as  Muratori,  Bianchini,  Crefcimbeni,  Dumont, 
"  Garelli,  Le  Clerc,  Bayle,  Defpreaux,  Renaudot,  Bignon,  Sa- 
««  lazar,  Feijoo,  Mayans,  &c.  With  all  thefe  he  appears  to 
**  have  kept  a  literary  correfpondence ;  was  member  of  the  Ar- 
**  cadian  academy  of  Italy,  and  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Lon* 
<*  don,  and  much  refpefted  by  the  Ruffian  academy.  He  com- 
•*  pofed  a  great  number  of  excellent  pieces  in  profe  and  verfe, 
"  many  of  which  have  been  pubHfhcd." 
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.RMS  and  the  heroes,  who  from  Lifbon*s  (horCj 
Thro'  feas  ^  where  fail  was  never  fpread  before. 
Beyond  where  Ceylon  lifts  her  fpicy  breaft. 
And  waves  her  woods  above  the  watery  waite. 

With 

a  the  Lufiad'y  in  the  original,  Os  Lujiadaty  The  Lufiads,  from  the  Latin 
name  of  Portugal,  derived  from  Lufus  or  Lyfas,  the  companion  of  Bacchus 
in  his  travels,  and  who  fettled  a  colony  in  Luiitania.    See  Plin.  1.  iii.  c.  i. 

*>  Thro' feas  where  fail  was  never  fpread  he/ore. — M.  Duperron  de  Caftera>  the 
French  tranilator  of  the  Lufiad,  has  given  a  long  note  on  this  paifage,  which 
he  tells  us,  muft  not  be  underftood  literally.  His  arguments  are  thefe :  Our 
author,  fays  he,  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the  African  and  Indian  oceans 
had  been  navigated  before  the  times  of  the  Portuguefe.  The  Phoenicians, 
whofe  fleets  pafled  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  made  frequent  voyages  in  thefe 
feas,  though  they  carefully  concealed  the  courfe  of  their  navigation  that 

Vol.  I.  B  other 
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With  prowefs  more  than  human  forc'd  their  way 
To  thevfair  kingdoms  of  the  rifing  day : 
What  wars  they  wag'd,  what  feas,  what  dangers  pad. 
What  glorious  empire  crown'd  their  toils  at  laft, 

Vent'rou* 

ether  nations  might  not  become  partakers  of  their  lucrative  traffic.  It  U 
certain  that  Solomon,  and  Hiram  king  of  Tyre,  fent  iliips  to  the  Eaft  by 
the  Red  Sea.  It  is  alfo  certain  that  Hanno,  a  Carthaginian  captain,  made 
a  voyage  round  the  whole  coaft  of  Africa,  as  is  evident  from  the  tuilory  of 
the  expedition,  written  by  himfelf  in  the  Punic  language ;  a  Greek  tranila- 
tion  of  which  is  now  extant.  Befides,  Pliny,  Pomponlus  Meb,  Ptolomy,. 
and  Strabo  alTure  us,  that  Mozamblc  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  and  fome 
parts  of  India,  vrere  known  to  the  Romans :  and  thefe  words  of  Macrobius, 
Sed  nee  tnonjiruojis  carnibui  abfiinetiSfinferentes  pocu/is  teft'tculos  Caftorum  et  venenatM 
corpora  Vtperarum  j  quibm  admifcetis  quidquid  India  nutrit,  fufficlently  prove  that 
they  carried  on  a  confiderable  traffic  with  the  Eaft.  From  all  which,  fays 
M.  Caftera,  we  may  conclude  that  the  Portuguefe  were  rather  the  reftorers 
than  the  difcoverers  of  the  navigation  to  the  Indies. 

In  this  firft  book,  and  throughout  the  whole  poem,  Camoens  frequently 
defcribcs  his  heroes  as  paffing  though  feas  which  had  never  before  been  na- 
vigated} and 

^     ^^'/j  dcs  fcyos  focas  fc  navega. 

Where  but  jea-monflen  cut  the  ivaves  before. 

That  this  fuppofition  afforded  our  author  a  number  of  poetical  images,  and 
adds  a  folemn  grsndcur  to  his  fubjcft,  might  perhaps  with  M.  Caftera  be 
tfteemed  a  fufficient  apology  for  the  poetical  licence  in  fuch  a  violation  of 
hiftorical  truth.  Ye:  whatever  liberties  an  epic  or  tragic  poet  may  com- 
mtndably  take  in  embcllifhing  the  anions  of  his  heroes,  an  affertion  rela- 
tive to  the  fcene  where  his  poem  opens,  if  falfe,  muft  be  equally  ridiculous 
as  to  call  Vefpafian  the  firft  who  had  ever  affumcd  the  title  of  Caefar.  But 
it  will  be  found  that  Camoens  has  not  fallen  into  fuch  abfurdity.  The  poem 
opens  with  a  defcription  of  the  Lufitanian  fleet,  after  hiving  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  driving  about  in  the  great  Ethiopian  ocean,  fo  far  from 
land  that  it  required  the  care  of  the  Gods  to  conduct  it  to  fome  hofpitable 
(hore.  Therefore,  though  it  is  certain  that  the  Phoenicians  palTed  the 
Ne plus  ultra  of  the  ancients;  though  it  is  probable  they  traded  on  the  coaft 
of  Cornwall,  and  the  iflcs  of  Scilly  j  though  there  is  fome  reafon  to  beHevc 
tliat  the  Madeiras  and  Carribees-  were  known  to  them  ;  and  though  it  has 
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Vent'rous  I  fing,  on  foaring  pinions  borne^ 
And  all  my  country's  wars  the  fong  «  adorn ; 
What  kings,  what  heroes  of  tny  native  land 
Thundered  on  Ada's  and  on  Afric's  ftrand : 
lUuftrious  (hadeS;  who  levelled  in  the  duft 
The  idol-temples  and  the  (hrines  of  luft ; 
And  where,  erewhile,  foul  demons  were  revcrM, 
To  holy  faith  unnumbered  altars  ^  rear'd  : 

lUuftrious 

hetti  fuppofed  that  fomc  of  their  fliips  might  have  been  driven  by  ftorm  to  the 
Brazils  or  Nofth  America ;  yet  there  is  not  the  leaft  foundation  in  hiftory 
to  fuppofe  that  they  traded  to  the  Indies  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
There  is  rather  a  demonftration  of  the  contrary ;  for  it  is  certain  they  car- 
ried on  their  traffic  with  the  Eaft,  by  a  much  nearer  and  fafer  way,  by  the 
two  ports  of  Elath  and  Eziongcbcr  on  the  Red  Sea.  Neither  is  it  certainly 
known  in  what  particular  part,  whether  in  the  Perfian  gulph,  or  in  the 
Indian  ocean,  the  Tarihifti  and  Ophir  of  the  ancients  are  fituated.  Though 
it  is  certain  that  Hanno  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  is  alfo  equally 
certain  that  his  voyage  was  merely  a  coafling  one,  like  that  of  Nearchus  in 
Alexander's  time,  and  that  he  never  ventured  into  the  great  ocean,  or  went 
fo  far  as  Gama  The  citation  from  Macrobius  proves  nothing  at  all  relative 
to  the  point  in  qucftion,  for  it  is  certain  that  the  Romans  received  the  mcr- 
chandife  of  India  by  the  way  of  Syria  and  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  Venetians  imported  the  commodities  of  the  Eaft  from  Alex- 
andria before  the  difcoveries  of  the  Portuguefe.  It  ronains,  therefore,  that 
Gama,  wljo  failed  by  the  compafs,  after  having  gone  further  than  his  con- 
temporary Bartholomew  Diaz,  was  literally  the  firft  who  ever  fpread  (ail  in 
the  great  fouchem  ocean,  and  that  the  Portuguefe  were  not  the  rcftorers, 
but  literally  the  difcovcrers  of  the  prefent  rout  of  navigation  to  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

«  And  all  my  emmtry*s  wars. — "  He  interweaves  artfuUy  the  hiftory  of 
Portugal."     Voltaire. 

*  To  holy  faith  unnumbered  altars  reared — In  no  perioaof  hiftory  does  hu- 
man nature  appear  with  more  (hocking  features  than  in  the  Spanifli  conqueft 
of  South  America.  To  the  immortal  honour  of  the  firfi  Portuguefe  difco- 
vcrers, their  conduct  was  in  every  refpeft  the  reverfe.  To  eftabli(h  a  traffic 
equally  advantageous  to  the  natives  as  to  themfelves,  was  the  ptinciple 
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Illuftrious  names,  whh  dcathlcfs  laurels  crown'd. 
While  time  roUs  on  in  every  clime  rcnownM ! 

Let  Fame  with  wonder  name  the  Greek  no  more^ 
What  lands  he  faw,  what  toils  at  fea  he  bore ; 
No  more  the  Trojan's  wandering  voyage  boaft. 
What  ftorms  he  brav'd  on  many  a  per'lous  coaft : 
No  more  let  Rome  exult  in  Trajan's  name, 
Nor  eaftern  conquefts  Ammon's  pride  proclaim ; 
A  nobler  hero's  deeds  demand  my  lays 
Than  e'er  adorn'd  the  fong  of  ancient  days ; 
Illuftrious  Gama,  whom  the  waves  obey'd. 
And  whofe  dread  fword  the  fate  of  empire  fway'd. 

And 

they  profefled,  and  the  ftrideft  honour,  and  that  humanity  which  is  ever 
infeparable  from  true  bravery,  prefided  over  their  tranfa^tlons.  Nor  did 
they  ever  proceed  to  hoftilities  till  provoked,  either  by  the  open  violence 
or  by  the  perfidy  of  the  natives.  Their  honour  was  admired,  and  their 
friendfhip  courted  by  the  Indian  princes.  To  mention  no  more,  the  name 
of  Gama  was  dear  to  them,  and  the  great  Albuquerque  was  beloved  as 
a  father,  and  his  memory  honoured  with  every  token  of  affection  and 
refpcft  by  t!ie  people  and  princes  of  India.  It  was  owing  to  this  fpirit  of 
honour  and  humanity,  which  in  the  heroical  days  of  Portugal  chara^lerifed 
that  nation,  that  the  religion  of  the  Portuguefe  was  eagerly  embraced  by 
many  kings  and  provinces  of  Africa  and  India  j  while  the  Mexicans  with 
manly  difdain  rejefted  the  faith  of  the  Spaniards,  profefling  they  would 
rather  go  to  hell  to  cfcape  thefe  cruel  tyrants,  than  go  to  heaven,  where 
they  wtre  told  they  (hould  meet  them.  Zeal  for  the  Chriftian  religion 
was  efteemed,  at  the  time  of  the  Portuguefe  giandeur,  as  the  moil  car- 
dinal virtue;  and -to  propagate  Chriftianity  and  extirpate  Mohammedifm 
were  the  moll  certain  proofs  of  that  zeal.  In  all  their  expeditions  this  was 
profeffedly  a  principal  motive  of  the  Lufitanian  monarchs ;  and  Camoens 
underftood  the  nature  of  epic  poetry  too  well  to  omit,  that  the  defign 
of  his  hero  was  to  deliver  the  law  of  heaven  to  tlie  eaftern  world  ;  a  cir- 
cumrtance  which  gives  a  noble  air  of  importance  and  of  intcreft  to  tlw  tnfi- 
nefs  of  his  poem. 
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And  you,  fair  nymphs  of  Tagus,  parent  ftream, 
If  e*er  your  meadows  were  my  paftoral  theme. 
While  you  have  liftened,  and  by  moonfliiue  fecn   . 
My  footfteps  wander  o'er  your  banks  of  green, 
O  come  aufpicious,  and  the  fong  infpire 
With  all  the  boldnefs  of  your  hero's  fire  : 
Deep  and  majeftic  let  the  numbers  flow, 
And,  rapt  to  heaven,  with  ardent  fury  glow; 
Unlike  the  verfe  -that  fpeaks  the  lover^s  grief. 
When  heaving  fighs  afford  their  foft  relief. 
And  humble  reeds  bewail  the  fhepherd's  pain ; 
But  like  the  warlike  trumpet  be  the  ftrain 
To  roufe  the  hero's  ire ;  and  far  around. 
With  equal  rage,  your  warriors'  deeds  refound. 

And  thou,  ^O  born  the  pledge  of  happier  days. 
To  guard  our  freedom  and  our  glories  raife. 

Given 

f  And  theuy  0  ^or/f.—- King  Sebaftian,  who  came  to  the  throne  in  his  mi- 
nority. Though  the  warm  imagination  of  Caraoens  anticipated  the  praifes 
of  the  future  hero,  the  young  monarch,  like  Virgil*s  Pollio,  had  not  the 
happinefs  to  fulfil  the  prophecy.  His  endowments  ai^  enterprifing  genius 
promifed  indeed  a  glorious  reign.  Ambitious  of  military  laurels,  he  led  a 
powerful  army  into  Africa,  on  purpofe  to  replace  Muley  Haroet  on  the 
throne  of  Morocco,  from  which  he  had  been  depofed  by  Muley  Molucco. 
On  the  4th  of  Auguft  1578,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  he  gave 
battle  to  the  ufurper  on  the  phuns  of  Alcazar.  This  was  that  memorable 
engagement,  to  which  the  Mooriih  emperor,  extremely  weakened  by 
iicknefs,  was  carried  in  his  litter.  By  the  impetuofity  of  the  attack,  the 
firft  line  of  the  Moorifli  infantry  was  broken,  and  the  fecond  difordered. 
Muley  Molucco  on  this  mounted  his  horfe,  drew  his  iabre,  and  would 
Jbaye  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  but  was  prevented  by  bis  at- 

P  3  tendants. 
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Given  to  the  world  to  fpread  religion's  fway. 
And  pour  o'er  many  a  land  the  mental  day. 
Thy  future  honours  on  thy  fliield  behold. 
The  crofs,  and  fiftor's  wreath,  emboft  in  gold  : 

Af 

teodants.    On  this  ad  of  violence,  his  emotion  of  mind  was  fo  great  that 
he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  one  of  his  gnards  having  caught  hhn  in  hit 
arms,  conveyed  him  to  his  litter,  where,  putting  his  finger  on  his  lips  to 
enjoin  tbem  filence,  he  immediately  expired.     Hamet  Taba  flood  by  the 
curtains  of  the  carriage,  opened  them  from  time  to  time,  and  give  out 
orders  as  if  he  had  received  them  from  the  emperor.      Vidory  declared 
for  the  Moors,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Portuguefe  was  fo  total,   that  not 
above  fifty  of  their  whole  army  efcaped.     Hieron  de  Mendoja  and  Se* 
bafiian  de  Meia  relate,  that  Don  Sebaftian,  after  hav'mg  two  horfes  killed 
under  him,  was  furroimded  and  taken ;  bot  the  party  who  had  fecuted  him 
quarrelling  among  themfeWes  whole  prifoner  he  Viras,  a  Moorifli  officer 
rode  up  and  fimck  the  king  a  blow  over  the  right  eye,  which  brought  him 
to  the  ground ;  when,  defpairing  of  ranfbm,  the  others  killed  him,    Farla 
y  Souia,  an  exad  and  judicious  hiflorian,   reports,  that  Lewis  de  Brito 
meeting  the  king  with  the  royal  ftandard  wrapped  round  hira,  Sebafiian 
cried  out,  "  Hold  it  faft,  let  us  die  Upon  it."     Brito  affirmed,  that  after 
he  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  he  faw  the  king  at  a  diftance  unpurfued. 
Don  Lewis  de  Lima  afterwards  met  him  making  towards  the  river;  and 
this,  fays  the  hiftorian,  was  the  laft  time  he  was  ever  feen  alive.     About 
twenty  years  after  this  fatal  defeat  there  appeared  a  ftranger  at  Venice, 
who  called  himfelf  Sebaftian,  king  of  Portugal.     His  perfon  fo  pcrfcAly 
refembled   Sebaftian,  that  the  Portuguefe  of  that  city  acknowledged  him 
for  their  fovereign.     Philip  II.  of  Spain  was  now  mafter  of  the  crown  and 
kingdom  of  Portugal.      His  ambalTador  at  Venice  charged  this  ftranger 
with  many  atrocious  crirties,  and  had  intereft  to  get  him  apprehended  and 
thrown  into  prifon  as  an  impoftor.     He  underwent  twenty-eight  exami- 
nations before  a  committee  of  the  nobles,  in  which  he  clearly  acquitted 
himfelf  of  all  the  crimes  that  had  been  laid  to  his  charge ;  and  he  gave  a 
diftinft  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  pafled  his  (;ime  from  the 
fatal  defeat  at  Alcazar.     It  was  objeifled,    that   the  fucceflbr  of  Muley 
Molucco  fent  a  corpfe  to  Portugal  which  had  been  owned  as  that  of  the 
king  by  the  Portuguefe  nobility  who  furvived  the  battle.     To  this  he  re- 
plied,  that  his  valet- de-chambrc  had  produced  that  body  to  facilitate  his 
efcape,  and  that  the  nobility  afled  upon  the  fame  motive :   and  Meia  and 
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At  thy  commanding  frown  we  trad  to  fee, 
The  Turk  and  Arab  bend  the  fuppliant  knee  : 
Beneath  the  ^  jpttOTUt  dread  king^  thine  empire  lies^ 
When  midnight  veils  thy  LuGtanian  ikies  i 

'  And 

Bacna  oonfefs,  that  totm  of  the  nobility,  after  thcir'rcturn  to  Pottugal, 
acknowledged,  that  the  corpfe  was  fo  disiigiired  with  wounds  that  it  was 
jinpofltble  to  know  it.  He  ihewed  natural  marks  on  his  body,  which 
many  remembered  on  the  perfoh  cf  the  king  whofe  name  he  a^umed.  He 
Incered  into  a  minute  detai^^  the  tran&aions  that  had  pafled  be^vyv^ 
hlmfelf  and  the  republic,  and  mentioned  the  fecrets  of  feveral  conveda- 
tions  with  the  Venetian  atnhaflkdors  in  the  palace-bf  LrO»oni  Thr^6M- 
mittee  were  aftontihfd^  and  ihewed  po  disposition  to  decl^^-e  him  an  iip. 
poftorj  the  fenate  however  refufed  to  dlfcofs  the  great  point,  unlefs  re- 
quelled  by  fome  prince  or  (Ute  in  MitiU  wkh  tbem»  llhis  ^e^ql^ 
part  was  performed  by  the  Prince  pf  On||i^,  and  an  examinatiop  wa3 
made  with  great  folemnity,  but  no  decifion  followed,  only  the  fenate  fct 
him  at  liberty,  and  ordered  him  to  depart  tiiiir  dominions  in  three  days. 
In  his  flight  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniar(js,  who  conducted  him 
to  Naples,  where  tliey  treated  him  with  the  mofl  barbarous  indignities. 
After  they  had  often  cxpofcd  hiin>  toououd  on  an  afs,  to  the  cruel  in- 
Ailts  of  the  brutal  mob,  M  was  Ihipjped  on  board  a  galley  as  a  flave.  He 
was  then  carried  to  St.  Lucai^  tiom  theiMe  to  $i  caftte  in  the  heart  of 
(faflile,  and  never  was  heard  of  more.  The  firmnefs  of  his  beliaviour,  bis 
iingular  modeily  and  herolcal  patience,  are  mentioned  with  ilmii^tion  by 
I«e  Clede.  To  the  laft  he  maintained  the  truth  of  his  aflertions ;  a  word 
never  dipt  from  his  lips  which  might  countenance  the  charge  of  impoflure, 
•or  juitify  the  cruelty  of  his  perfecutors.  All  Europe  was  aftoniihed  at 
the  miniAryof  Spain,  who,  by  their  method  of  4pclu^ng  it,  had  made 
■an  affair  fo  little  to  their  credit,  the  topic  of  general  converfatioii ;  an^ 
their  aflertion,  that  the  unhappy  fuflfercr  was  a  magician,  was  looked  upon 
as  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  his  pretenfions. 

f  Beneath  the  morn,  dread  kingy  thine  empire  lie^.^^Vihtn  we  confider  the 
(lorions  fuccefies  which  had  attended  the  arms  of  the  H^rtuguefe  in  Africa 
and  India,  and  the  high  reputation  of  their  military  and  naval  prowers,.fQr 
Portugal  was  then  emprefs  of  the  ocean,  it  is  no  matter  of  wonder  that 
the  imagination  of  Camoent  was  warmed  with  the  view  of  hit  country's 
greatnefs,  and  that  he  talks  of  iu  power  and  gnuHleur  in  a  (train,  which 
muft  appear  as  mere  hyperbole  to  thofe  whofe  ideas  of  Portugal  are  drawj) 
from  its  prKcnt  broken  fpirit  and  diminiihed  ^te. 
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And  when  defcending  in  the  weftem  main 

The  fun  ^  ftill  rifes  on  thy  lengthening  reign : 

Thou  blooming  Scion  of  the  nobleft-ftem. 

Our  nation's  fafety,  and  our  age*8  gem, 

O  young  Sebaftian,  haften  to  the  prime 

Of  manly  youth,  to  Fame's  high  temple  climb  ; 

Yet  now  attentive  hear  the  mufe's  lay 

While  thy  green  years  to  manhood  fpced.away : 

The  youthful  terrors  of  thy  brow*Tufpend, 

And,  O  propitious,  to  the  fong  attend. 

The  numerous  fong,  by  patriot-paffion  fir*d, 

Andby  the  glories  of  thy  race  infpir'd : 

To  be  the  l^frald  of  my  couhtry's  fame. 

My  firft  ambition  and' my  deareft  aim : 

Nor  conquefts  fabulous,  nor  actions  vain. 

The  mufe's  paftime,  here  adorn  the  ftrain ; 

Orlando's  fury,  and  Rugero's  rage. 

And  all  the  heroes  of  the  Aonian  page, 

The 

*  The  /«».— Imitated  perhaps  from  Rutilius,   fpeaking  of  the  Roman 
empire,  ' 

Velvitur  ipfe  tilt,  qui  conjpidt  omnia,  Fhcebui, 
Atque  tuii  ortos  in  tua  condit  equos  j 

or  more  probably  from  thefe  lines  of  Buchannan,  addreffcd  to  John  IIL 
king  of  Portugal,  the  grandfather  of  Sebaftian, 

Jnque  tuts  Pboebui  regnis  orienjque  cadenjque 

Vix  longumfejfo  conderet  axe  diem. 
Et  quacunque  vago  Je  circum'vol'vit  Oiympo 

^ffiilget  ratibus famma  minifira  tuks. 
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,  The  dreams  of  bards  furpafs'd  the  world  Ihall  view. 
And  own  their  boldeft  fi£tions  may  be  true ; 
Surpafs'd^  and  dimm'd  by  the  fuperior  blaze 
Of  Gama's  mighty  deeds,  which  here  brightTruth  difplays. 
Nor  more  let  Hiftory  boaft  her  heroes  old  ; 
Their  glorious  rivals  here,  dread  prince,  behold : 
Here  fliine  the  valiant  Nunio*s  deeds  unfeignM, 
Whofe  Cnglc  arm  the  falling  ftate  fuftain'd ;     , 
Here  fearlefs  Egas'  wars,  and,  Fuas,  thine, 
To  give  full  ardour  to  the  fong  combine  j 
But  ardour  equal  to  your  martial  ire 
Demands  the  thundering  founds  of  Homer's  lyre. 
To  match  the  twelve  ^  {o  long  by  bards  renown'd. 
Here  brave  Magricio  and  his  peers  are  crowird 
(A  glorious  twelve !)  with  deathlefs  laurels,  won 
In  gallant  arms  before  the  Engli(h  throne. 
Unmatched  no  mor^the  Gallic  Charles  fhall  ftand. 
Nor  Csefar's  name  the  firft  of  praise  command ; 
Of  nobler  afts  the  crown'd  Alonzos  fee. 
Thy  valiant  fires,  to  whom  the  bended  knee 
Of  vanquifli'd  Afric  bow'd.     Nor  lefs  in  fame. 
He  who  confinM  the  rage  of  civil  flame. 
The  godlike  John,  beneath  whofe  awful  fword 
Rebellion  crovich'd,  and  trembling  own'd  him  Lord. 

Thofc 


i  To  match  the  twelve  fi  long  hy  hards  renown* J.'-^The  twelve  peers  of 
Cliarlemaene,  often  mentioned  d  the  old  romances.  For  the  epjfodc  of 
Magncio  and  his  eleven  companions,  fee  the  fixth  Lufiad. 
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Tbofc  heroes  too,  who  thj  bold  flag  anfarrd. 
And  fpread  thy  banners  o'er  the  eaftem  wadd^ 
Whofe  fpears  fubdacd  the  kingdoms  of  the  moiSy. 
Their  names,  and  glorious  wars  the  foog  adorn  ; 
The  daring  Gama,  whofe  unequali'd  name 
Proad  monarch  (hines  o*er  all  of  naral  fame : 
Caftro  the  bold,  in  arms  a  peerlefs  knight. 
And  ftern  Pacheco,  dreadful  in  the  fight : 
The  two  Almeydas,  names  (or  ever  dear. 
By  Tago's  nymphs  embalmed  with  many  a  tear  ; 
Ah,  (till  their  early  fate  the  nymphs  (hall  moom. 
And  bathe  with  many  a  tear  their  haplefs  um : 
Nor  (hall  the  godlike  Albuquerk  reftrain 
The  mufe's  fury ;  o*er  the  purpled  plain 
The  mufe  (hall  lead  him  in  his  thundering  car 
Amidft  his  glorious  brothers  of  the  war, 
Whofe  fame  in  arms  refounds  from  iky  to  (ky. 
And  bids  their  deeds  the  power  of  death  defy. 
And  while,  to  thee,  I  tune  the  duteous  lay, 
Affume,  O  potent  king  !  thine  empire's  fway  ; 
"With  thy  brave  hoft  through  Afric  march  along. 
And  give  new  triumphs  to  immortal  fong : 
On  thee  with  earned  eyes  the  nations  wait. 
And  cold  with  dread  the  Moor  expefts  his  fate  9 
The  barbarous  mountaineer  on  Taurus'  brows 
To  thy  expeded  yoke  his  (boulder  bows ; 
Fair  Thetis  wooes  thee  with  her  blue  domain, 
Her  nuptial  fon,  and  fondly  yields  her  reign  j 

3  And 
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And  from  the  bowers  of  heaven  thy  grandfires  ^  fee 
Their  various  virtues,  bloom  afrefli  in  thee ; 
One  for  the  joyful  days  of  peace  renowned, 
And  one  with  war's  triumphant  laurels  crown'd : 
With  joyful  hands  to  deck  thy  manly  brow^ 
They  twine  the  laurel  and  the  olive*bough ; 
With  joyful  eyes  a  glorious  throne  they  fee. 
In  Fame's  eternal  dome,  refcrv'd  '  for  thee. 
Tet  while  thy  youthful  hand  delays  to  wield 
The  fcepter'd  power,  or  thunder  of  the  field. 
Here  view  thine  Argonauts,  in  feas  unknown. 
And  all  the  terrors  of  the  burning  zone, 
Till  their  proud  ftandards,  rear'd  in  other  (kies. 
And  all  their  conquefts  meet  thy  wondering  "*  eyes. 

Now  far  from  land,  o'er  Neptune's  dread  abode 
The  Lufitanian  fleet  triumphant  rode ; 

Onward 

^  ^  granJfirts.^John  III.  king  of  Portugal,  celebrated  for  ft  long  and 
peaceful  reign ;  and  the  emperor  Charles  V.  who  was  engaged  in  almofl 
continual  wars. ' 


•  referv^JJor  thee  - 


j^ne  novum  tardisjidus  te  menfihus  addaif 
S^ua  locus  Erigonen  Inter  cbelafque  Jequentes 
Panditur :  ipfe  tiln  jam  brachia  contrabit  ardent 
Scorpius,  et  ceeli  jufiaplus  parte  reliquit.  Vine, 

m thy  wondering  eyes, — Some  critics    have  condemned  Virgil  for 

flopping  his  narrative  to  introduce  even  a  (hort  obfervation  of  his  own. 
Milton*s  beautiful  complaint  of  his  blindnefs  has  been  blamed  for  the  fame 
reafon,  as  being  no  part  of  the  fubje^  of  his  poem*  The  addrefs  of  Ca* 
moens  to  Don  Sebaftian  has  not  efcaped  the  fame  cenfure  $  though  in  fome 
meaAire  undefervedly,  as  the  poet  has  had  the  art  to  interweave  therein  fome 
part  of  the  general  argument  of  his  poem. 
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Given  to  the  world  to  fpread  religion's  fway, 
And  pour  o'er  many  a  land  the  mental  day, 
Thy  future  honours  on  thy  Ihicld  behold. 
The  crofs,  and  ▼iftor's  wreath,  emboft  in  gold  : 

Af 

tendants.     On  this  sl&  of  violence,  his  emotion  of  mind  was  fo  great  that 
he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  one  of  his  guards  having  cjlught  him  la  hw 
annSf  conveyed  him  to  his  litter,  where,  putting  his  finger  on  his  Ups  to 
enjoin  them  filence,  he  immediately  expired.     Hamet  Taba  ftood  by  the 
curtains  of  the  carriage,  opened  them  frtttn  time  to  time,  and  gaive  out 
orders  as  if  he  had  ri^ceived  them  from  the  emperor.      Vid^ory  declared 
for  the  Moors,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Portuguefe  was  fo  total,    that  not 
above  fifty  of  their  whole  army  efcaped.     Hieron  de  Mendoja  dnd  Se- 
*  baflian  de  Mefa  relate,  that  Don  Sebaflian,  after  having  two  horfes  killed 
under  him,  was  furrounded  and  taken  ;  but  the^  party  wh6  had  fecurtd  hiift 
quarreUing  among  the^nfelves  whofb  priibner  he  Was,  a  Mooiifh  officer 
rode  up  and  fhTick  tjie  king  a  blow  over  the  right  eye,  which  brought  him 
to  the  ground ;  when,  def^pairing  of  ranfom,  the  others  killed  him.    Farla 
y  Soufa,  an  exad  and  judicious?  hiftorian,   reports,  that  L.ewis  de  Brito 
meeting  the  king  with  the  royal  ftandard  wrapped  round  him,  Sebaflian 
cried  out,  "  Hold  it  faft,  let  us  die  Upon  it."     Brito  affirmed,  that  after 
he  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  he  faw  the  king  at  a  dirtance  unpurfued. 
Don  Lewis  de  Lima  afterwards  met  him  making  towards  the  river;  and 
this,  fays  the  hiftorian,  was  the  laft  time  he  was  ever  feen  alive.     About 
twenty  years  after  tiiis  fatal  defeat  there  appeared  a  ftranger  at  Venice, 
who  called  himfelf  Sebaftian,  king  of  Portugal.     His  perfon  fo  perfeAly 
refembled  Sebaftian,  that  the  Portuguefe  of  that  city  acknowledged  him 
for' their  fovereign.     Philip  II.  of  Spain  was  now  mafter  of  the  crown  and 
kingdom  of  Portugal.      His  ambaftador  at  Venice  charged  this   flranger 
with  many  atrocious  crirties,  and  had  intereft  to  get  him  apprehended  and 
thrown  into  prifon  as  an  impoftor.     He  underwent  twenty-eiglit  exami- 
liations  before  a  committee  of  the  ncbles,  in  which  he  clearly  acquitted 
himfelf  of  all  the  crimes  that  had  been  laid  to  his  charge ;  and  he  gave  a 
diftinft  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  paffed  his  t;ime  from  the 
fatal  defeat  at  Alcazar.    It  was  objefted,    that   the  fucceffor  of  Muley 
Molucco  fent  a  corpfe  to  Portugal  which  had  been  owned  as  that  of  the 
king  by  the  Portuguefe  nobility  who  furvived  t;he  battle.     To  this  he  re- 
plied, that  his  valet- de-chambre  had  produced  that  body  to  facilitate  his 
efcape,  and  that  the  nobility  afled  upon  the  fame  motive :   and  Meia  and 

Baena 
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Th'  Immortal  fire,  who  darts  the  thunder,  fate. 
The  crown  and  fceptre  added  folemn  ftate ; 
The  crown,  of  heaven's  own  pearls,  whofe  ardent  rays, 
Flam'd  round  his  brows,  outflione  the  diamond's  blaze : 
His  breath  fuch  gales  of  vital  fragrance  fhed. 
As  might,  with  fudden  life,  infpire  the  dead : 
Supreme  control  thron'd  in  his  awful  eyes 
Appeared,  and  mark'd  the  monarch  of  the  ikies. 
On  feats  that  burn'd  with  pearl  and  ruddy  gold. 
The  fubjeft  gods  their  fovereign  lord  enfold. 
Each  in  his  rank,  when,  with  a  voice  that  (hook 
The  towers  of  heaven,  the  world's  dread  ruler  fpoke : 

'  Immortal  heirs  of  light,  my  purpofe  hear. 
My  counfels  ponder,  and  the  fates  revere : 
Unlefs  oblivion  o'er  your  minds  has  thrown 
Her  dark  blank  fliades,  to  you,  ye  gods,  are  known 
The  fate's  decree,  and  ancient  warlike  fame 
Of  that  bold  race  which  boafts  of  Lufus'  name ; 
That  bold  advent'rous  race  the  fates  declare, 
A  potent  empire  in  the  eaft  (hall  rear, 
Surpaffing  Babel's  or  the  Perfian  fame. 
Proud  Grecia's  boaft,  or  Rome's  illuftrious  name. 
Oft  from  thefe  brilliant  feats  have  you  beheld 
The  fons  of  Xufus  on  the  dufty  field. 
Though  few,  triumphant  o'er  the  numerous  Moors, 
Till  from  the  beauteous  lawns  on  Tago's  fhores 
They  drove  the  cruel  foe.     And  oft  has  heaven 
Before  their  troops  the  proud  Caftilians  driven ; 

While 
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And  when  defcending  in  the  weftern  main 

The  fun  ^  ftill  rifes  on  thy  kngthemng  reign : 

Thou  blooming  Scion  of  the  nobleft  ftem. 

Our  nation's  fafety,  and  our  age's  gem, 

O  young  Sebaftian,  haften  to  the  prime 

Of  manly  youth,  to  Fame's  high  temple  climb  ; 

Yet  now  attentive  hear  the  mufe's  lay 

While  thy  green  years  to  manhood  fpeed.away : 

The  youthful  terrors  of  thy  brow^Tufpend, 

And,  O  propitious,  to  the  fong  attend. 

The  numerous  fong,  by  patriot-paffion  fir'd. 

And. by  the  glories  of  thy  race  infpir'd : 

To  be  the  I^^rald  of  my  country's  fame. 

My  firft  ambition  and  my  deareft  aim : 

Nor  conquefts  fabulous,  nor  actions  vain. 

The  mufe's  paftime,  here  adorn  the  ftrain ; 

Orlando's  fury,  and  Rugero's  rage. 

And  all  the  heroes  of  the  Aonian  page, 

The 

>>  The  /«».— Imitated  perhaps  from  Rutilius,   fpeaking  of  the  Roman 
empire,  ' 

VolvUur  ipfe  tUi,  qui  confpidt  omnia,  FhtebuSi 
Atque  tuii  crtos  in  tua  condit  equos  j 

or  more  probably  from  thefe  lines  of  Buchannan,  addrcflcd  to  John  IIL 
king  of  Portugal,  the  grandfather  of  Sebaftian, 

Jnque  tuts  Phoebus  regnis  orienfque  cadenfque 

Vix  longumfejfo  conderet  axe  diem. 
Et  quacunque  vago  fe  circumw/vit  0/ymfc 

ylffulget  ratibusfamma  miniftra  tuii. 
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,  The  dreams  of  bards  furpafs'd  the  world  Ihall  view. 
And  own  their  boldeft  fi£tions  may  be  true ; 
SurpafsM,  and  dimm'd  by  the  fuperior  blaze 
Of  Gam a's  mighty  deeds,  which  here  brightTruth  difplays. 
Nor  more  let  Hiftory  boaft  her  heroes  old  ; 
Their  glorious  rivals  here,  dread  prince,  behold : 
Here  fliinc  the  valiant  Nunio's  deeds  unfeignM, 
Whofe  Cngle  arm  the  falling  ftate  fuftainM ; 
Here  fearlefs  Egas'  wars,  and,  Fuas,  thine, 
To  give  full  ardour  to  the  fong  combine  j 
But  ardour  equal  to  your  martial  ire 
Demands  the  thundering  founds  of  Homer's  lyrc« 
To  match  the  twelve  ^  (o  long  by  bards  renown'd. 
Here  brave  Magricio  and  his  peers  are  crowird 
(A  glorious  twelve !}  with  deathlefs  laurels,  won 
In  gallant  arms  before  the  Englifti  throne. 
Unmatch'd  no  moFe*the  Gallic  Charles  fhall  ftand. 
Nor  Csefar's  name  the  firft  of  praite  command ; 
Of  nobler  afts  the  crown'd  Alonzos  fee. 
Thy  valiant  fires,  to  whom  the  bended  knee 
Of  vanquifli'd  Afric  bow'd.     Nor  lefs  in  fame. 
He  who  confined  the  rage  of  civil  flame. 
The  godlike  John,  beneath  whofe  awful  fword 
p.ebellion  crovich'd,  and  trembling  own'd  him  Lord. 

Thofe 


i  To  match  the  twelve  fi  long  hy  bards  renown" d.-^Th^  twelve  peers  of 
Cliarlemaene,  often  mentioned  li  the  old  romances.  For  the  epifodc  of 
Magricio  and  his  eleven  companions,  fee  the  fixth  Lufiad. 
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Thofe  heroes  too,  who  thy  bold  flag  unfurrd. 
And  fpread  thy  banners  o'er  the  eaftern  world, 
Whofe  fpears  fubdued  the  kingdoms  of  the  morn,. 
Their  names,  and  glorious  wars  the  fong  adorn  5 
The  daring  Gama,  whofe  unequall'd  name 
Proud  monarch  fliines  o*cr  all  of  naval  fame : 
Caflro  the  bold,  in  arms  a  peerlefs  knight. 
And  ftern  Pacheco,  dreadful  in  the  fight : 
The  two  Almeydas,  names  for  ever  dear. 
By  Tago's  nymphs  embalmed  with  many  a  tear ; 
Ah, '  dill  their  early  fate  the  nymphs  (hall  mourn. 
And  bathe  with  many  a  tear  their  haplefs  urn : 
Nor  (hall  the  godlike  Albuquerk  reftrain 
The  mufe's  fury  5  o*er  the  purpled  plain 
The  mufe  fhall  lead  him  in  his  thundering  car 
Amidft  his  glorious  brothers  of  the  war, 
Whofe  fame  in  arms  refounds  from  iky  to  iky. 
And  bids  their  deeds  the  power  of  death  defy. 
And  while,  to  thee,  I  tune  the  duteous  lay, 
Aflume,  O  potent  king  !  thine  empire's  fway  ; 
"With  thy  brave  hoft  through  Afric  march  along. 
And  give  new  triumphs  to  immortal  fong : 
On  thee  with  earned  eyes  the  nations  wait, 
And  cold  with  dread  the  Moor  expefts  his  fate  ^ 
The  barbarous  mountaineer  on  Taurus'  brows 
To  thy  expeded  yoke  his  (boulder  bows ; 
Fair  Thetis  wooes  thee  with  her  blue  domain, 
Her  nuptial  fon,  and  fondly  yields  her  reign  j 

3  And 
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And  from  the  bowers  of  heaven  thy  grandfires  ^  fee 
Their  various  virtues.bloom  afrefli  in  thee ; 
One  for  the  joyful  days  of  peace  renown'd. 
And  one  with  war's  triumphant  laurels  crown'd : 
With  joyful  hands  to  deck  thy  manly  brow. 
They  twine  the  laurel  and  the  olive-bough ; 
With  joyful  eyes  a  glorious  throne  they  fee. 
In  Fame's  eternal  dome,  rcfcrv'd  '  for  thee. 
Tet  while  thy  youthful  hand  delays  to  wield 
The  fcepter'd  power,  or  thunder  of  the  field. 
Here  view  thine  Argonauts,  in  feas  unknown. 
And  all  the  terrors  of  the  burning  zone. 
Till  their  proud  ftandards,  rear'd  in  other  fkies. 
And  all  their  conquefts  meet  thy  wondering  "*  eyes. 

Now  far  from  land,  o'er  Neptune's  dread  abode 
The  Lufitanian  fleet  triumphant  rode ; 

Onward 

k  qTy  granJfires,—']ohr\Ill,  king  of  Portugal,  celebrated  for  ft  long  and 
peaceful  reign  $  and  the  emperor  Charles  V.  who  was  engaged  in  almofl 
continual  wars. 


•  re^efv* d for  thee  - 


Anm  novum  tardisjidus  te  menfibus  addat^ 
Slua  locus  Erlgonen  inter  cbelajque  Jequentes 
Panditur  :  iffe  tiln  jam  bracbia  contrabit  ardent 
Scorfius,  et  ceeli  jufiaplus  parte  reliquit,  Vi  R  c . 

m thy  wondering  eyes, — Some  critics    have  condemned  Virgil  for 

flopping  his  narrative  to  introduce  even  a  (hort  obfervation  of  his  own. 
Milton*s  beautiful  complaint  of  his  blindnefs  has  been  blamed  for  the  fame 
reafon,  as  being  no  part  of  the  fubje^  of  his  poem.  The  addrefs  of  Ca* 
moens  to  Don  Sebaftian  has  not  efcaped  the  fame  cenfure ;  though  in  fome 
meaAire  undefervedly,  as  the  poet  has  had  the  art  to  interweave  therein  fome 
part  of  the  general  argument  of  his  poem. 
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Given  to  the  world  to  fpread  religion's  fway, 
And  pour  o'er  many  a  land  the  mental  day, 
Thy  future  honours  on  thy  fhield  behold. 
The  crofs,  and  Tiftor's  wreath,  emboft  in  gold  : 

Af 

tcndants.    On  this  aft  of  violence,  his  emotion  of  mind  was  fo  great  that 
he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  one  of  his  guards  having  caught  him  in  his 
amis,  conveyed  him  to  his  litter,  where,  putting  his  finger  on  his  Hpt  to 
enjoin  them  filence,  he  immediately  expired.    Hamet  Taba  ftood  by  the 
curtains  of  the  carriage,  opened  them  frcMn  time  to  time,  and  gaive  out 
orders  as  if  he  had  ri^ceive^  them  from  the  emperor.      Viftory  declared 
for  the  Moors,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Portuguefe  was  fo  total,   that  not 
above  fifty  of  their  whole  army  efcaped.     Hieron  de  Mendo^a  and  Se« 
'  baflian  de  Mefa  relate,  that  Don  Sebaflian,  after  having  two  horfes  killed 
under  him,  was  furr6unded  and  taken ;  but  the*  party  wh6  had  fecured  him 
quarreUing  among  the/nfelves  whofb  priibner  he  Was,  a  Mooiiih  officer 
rode  up  and  flruck  the  king  a  blow  over  the  right  eye,  which  brought  him 
to  the  ground ;  when,  defpairing  of  ranfbm,  the  others  killed  him.    Farla 
y  Soufa,  an  exaft  and  judicious  hiAorian,   reports,  that  Lewis  de  Brito 
meeting  the  king  with  the  royal  ftandard  wrapped  round  him,  Sebaftian 
cried  out,  ^*  Hold  it  faft,  let  us  die  Upon  it."     Brito  affirmed,  that  after 
he  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  he  faw  the  king  at  a  diftance  unpurfued. 
Don  Lewis  de  Lima  afterwards  met  liim  making  towards  the  river;  and 
this,  fays  the  hiftorian,  was  the  laft  time  he  was  ever  feen  alive.     About 
twenty  years  after  this  fatal  defeat  there  appeared  a  flranger  at  Venice, 
who  called  himfelf  Sebaftian,  king  of  Portugal.     His  perfon  fo  perfeAly 
refembled  Sebaftian,  that  the  Portuguefe  of  that  city  acknowledged  him 
for  their  fovereign.     Philip  II.  of  Spain  was  now  mafter  of  the  crown  and 
kingdom  of  Portugal.      His  ambafTador  at  Venice  charged  this  fbranger 
with  many  atrocious  crirties,  and  had  intcreft  to  get  him  apprehended  and 
thrown  into  prifon  as  an  impoftor.     He  underwent  twenty-eiglit  exami- 
nations before  a  committee  of  the  nobles,  in  which  he  clearly  acquitted 
himfelf  of  all  the  crimes  that  had  been  laid  to  his  charge ;  and  he  gave  a 
diftinft  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  paffed  his  (;ime  from  the 
fatal  defeat  at  Alcazar.     It  was  objefted,    that   the  fuccelTor  of  Muley 
Molucco  fent  a  corpfe  to  Portugal  which  had  been  owned  as  that  of  the 
king  by  the  Portuguefe  nobility  who  furvived  the  battle.     To  this  he  rc- 
plitd,  that  his  valet- dc-chambre  had  produced  that  body  to  facilitate  his 
efcape,  and  that  the  nobility  afled  upon  the  fame  motive :   and  Meia  and 

Baena 
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At  thy  commanding  frown  we  truft  to  fee,*^ 
The  Turk  and  Arab  bend  the  fuppjiant  knee  : 
Beneath  the  s  piom,  dread  king,. thine  empire  lies^ 
When  midnight  veiU  thj  LuStanian  Ikies  5 

-.:-.:.  An* 

Baena  confefs,  that  fome  of  the  nobility,  after  their  return  to  Portugal, 
acknowledged,  that  the  corpfe  was  fo  disfigured  with  wounds  tliat  it  was 
ampoflible  to  know  it.  He  ihewed  natural  marks  on  his  body,  which 
many  rememl)ered  en  the  perfoh  of  the  king  whofe  name  he  aflumed.  He 
Entered  into  a  minute  detaili^^  the  traniaaions  that  had  pafled  be^vb^fn 
himfclf  and  the  republic,  and  mentioned  the  fecrets  of  feveral  converfa- 
tions  with  the  Venetian  atnbalftdors  in  the  palace'of  Lif^oni  Th^^6M« 
mittee  were  ailoniQi^ d,  and  Oiewed  410  dilpofition  to  declare  him  an  im- 
poilor;  the  fenate  however  refiifed  to  dtfcofs  the  gfeat^ point,  unlefs  re- 
queued by  fome  prince  or  (Ute  in  aHi^it  with  tbenik  lUiis  ^eiiQrql^« 
part  was  performed  by  t|ie  Prince  pf  <>n||i|^e,  and  an  examinatiop  wa3 
made  with  great  folemnity,  but  no  decifion  followed,  My  the  fenate  /ct 
him  at  liberty,  and  ordered  him  to  depart  th^ir  dominlMii  in  three  days. 
In  his  flight  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  who  conduced  him 
to  Naples,  where  tliey  treated  him  with  the  moft  barbarous  indigniti&s. 
After  they  had  often  expofed  him,  ftiouoted  on  an  afs,  to  the  cruel  in- 
fults  of  the  brutal  mob,  M  was  (hipjped  on  board  a  galley  as  a  flave.  He 
was  then  carried  to  St.  Lucar^  from  then«o  to-  a  caftte  in  the  heart  of 
(faflile,  and  never  was  heard  of  more.  The  firmnefs  of  his  behaviour,  his 
.lingular  modefty  and  heroical  patience,  are  mentioned  with  iSrair^tion  by 
LeCfede.  To  the  laft  he  maintained  the  truth  of  his  affertions ;  a  word 
never  flipt  from  his  lips  which  might  countenance  the  charge  of  impofture, 
or  juftify  the  cruelty  of  his  perfccutors.  All  Europe  was  aftoniflied  at 
the  miniftryof  Spain,  who,  by  their  method  of  ^ndu^ng  it,  had  made 
.2x1  affair  fo  little  to  their  credit,  the  topic  of  general  converfation ;  an& 
their  afTertion,  that  the  unhappy  fufTercr  was  a  magician,  was  looked  upon 
4IS  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  his  preteniions. 

S  Beneath  the  morn,  dread  king,  thine  empire  //«.— When  we  confider  the 
glorious  fuccefles  which  bad  attended  the  arms  of  the  I^rtuguefe  in  Africa 
and  India,  and  the  high  reputation  of  their  military  and  naval  prowefs,.fQr 
Portugal  was  then  emprefs  of  the  ocean,  it  is  no  matter  of  wonder  that 
the  imagination  of  Camoens  was  warmed  with  the  view  of  his  country's 
greatnefs,  and  that  he  talks  of  its  power  and  grandeur  in  a  flrain,  which 
mud  appear  as  mere  hyperbole . to  thofe  whofe  ideas  of  Portugal  are  drawji 
irom  itsprKcnt  broken  fpirit  and  diminiihed  ftate. 
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Thofe  heroes  too,  who  thy  bold  flag  unfurl'd^ 
And  fpread  thy  banners  o'er  the  caftcrn  world, 
Whofe  fpears  fubducd  the  kingdoms  of  the  morn, . 
Their  name3,  and  glorious  wars  the  fong  adorn  5 
The  daring  Gama,  whofe  unequall'd  name 
Proud  monarch  (hines  o*cr  all  of  naval  fame : 
Caftro  the  bold,  in  arms  a  peerlefs  knight. 
And  ftern  Pacheco,  dreadful  in  the  fight : 
The  two  Almeydas,  names  for  ever  dear. 
By  Tago's  nymphs  embalmed  with  many  a  tear  j 
Ah, '  ftill  their  early  fate  the  nymphs  fhall  mourn, 
And  bathe  with  many  a  tear  their  haplefs  urn : 
Nor  (hall  the  godlike  Albuquerk  reftrain 
The  mufe's  fury  j  o*er  the  purpled  plain 
The  mufe  fhall  lead  him  in  his  thundering  car 
Amidft  his  glorious  brothers  of  the  war, 
Whofe  fame  in  arms  refounds  from  iky  to  iky, 
And  bids  their  deeds  the  power  of  death  defy. 
And  while,  to  thee,  I  tune  the  duteous  lay, 
Aflume,  O  potent  king  !  thine  empire's  fway ; 
With  thy  brave  hoft  through  Afric  march  along. 
And  give  new  triumphs  to  immortal  fong : 
On  thee  with  earned  eyes  the  nations  wait. 
And  cold  with  dread  the  Moor  expefts  his  fate  ; 
The  barbarous  mountaineer  on  Taurus'  brows 
To  thy  expeded  yoke  his  fhoulder  bows  j 
Fair  Thetis  wooes  thee  with  her  blue  domain. 
Her  nuptial  fon,  and  fondly  yields  her  reign  j 

3  And 
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Long  were  their  boats^  and  fharp  to  bound  along 

Through  the  dafli'd  waters,  broad  their  oars  and  ftrong  ; 

The  bending  rowers  on  their  features  bo^c 

The  fwarthy  marks  of  Phaeton's  ^  fall  of  yore  5 

When  flaming  lightnings  fcorch'd  the  banks  of  Po, 

And  nations  blacken'd  in  the  dread  o'erthrow. 

Their  garb,  difcovei?'d  as  approathing  nigh,  1 

Was  cotton  ftrip'd  with  many  a  gaudy  dye : 

Twas  one  whole  piece  \  beneath  one  arm,  confin'd  ; 

The  reft  hung  loofe  and  fliuter'd  on  the  wind  5 

All,  but  one  breaft,  above  the  loins  was  bare,* 

And  fwelling  turbans  bound  their  jetty  hair : 

Their  arms  were  bearded  darts  and  faulchions  broad. 

And  warlike  mufic  founded  as  they  row'd. 

With  joy  the  failors  faw  the  boats  draw  near, 

With  joy  beheld  the  human  face  appear  t 

What 

«i  >  of  Phaeton's  fall  — - 

ferunt  luciu  Cycnum  Pbaetoms  amati, 
Pofuleas  inter  frottdei  umbramque  fororum 
Dum  canity  &  moejium  mufa  foiatur  amorem : 
Canentem  moirtpluma  duxijfe  JeneEiamy 
Lirtfuentem  terras,  et fidera  voce Jequentem.         Virc.  iEn. 

The  hiflorical  foundation  of  the  fable  of  Phaeton  is  this :  Phaeton  was  a 
young  enterprifing  prince  of  Lybia.  Cro(n/><;  tHe  Mediterranean  in  queft 
of  adventures,  he  landed  at  Epirus,  from  whence  he  went  to  Italy  to  fee 
his  intimate  friend  Cygnus.  Phaeton  was  (killed  in  aftrology,  from  whence 
he  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  title  of  the  fon  of  Apollo.  One  day  in  the 
heat  of  fummer,  as  he  was  riding  along  the  banks  of  the  Po,  his  horfes 
took  fright  at  a  clap  of  thunder,  and  plunged  into  the  river,  where,  to- 
gether with  their  mailer,  they  periihed.  Cygnus,  who*  was  a  poet,  cele- 
brated the  death  of  his  friend  in  verfe,  from  whence  the  fable. 

Vid.  Plutar.  in  vit.  Pyrr. 
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What  nadoQS  tficfe,  dicir  wondering  dioughts  explore. 

What  rites  they  follow,  aud  what  god  adore ! 

And  now  with  hands  and  kerchiefs  wav'd  in  air 

The  barbVous  race  their  friendly  mind  declare. 

Glad  were  the  crew,  and  wcen'd  that  happy  day 

Should  end  their  dangers  and  their  tcrils  repay. 

The  lofty  mafts  the  nimble  youths  afcend, 

The  ropes  they  haul,  and  o*er  the  yard-arms  bend  ^ 

And  now  their  bowfprits  pointing  to  the  (bore, 

(A  fafe  moon'd  bay, )  with  ilacken'd  fails  they  bore : 

With  cheerful  fhouts  they  furl  the  gathered  fail 

That  lefs  and  le(s  flaps  quivering  on  the  gale ; 

The  prows,  their  fpeed  ftopp'd,  o'er  the  furges  nod. 

The  falling  anchors  da(h  the  foaming  flood : 

When  fudden  as  they  ftoppM,  the  fwarthy  race 

With  fmiles  of  friendly  welcome  on  each  face. 

The  fhip's  high  fides  fwift  by  the  cordage  climb  : 

Illuftrious  Gama,  with  an  air  fublime, 

Soften'd  by  mild  humanity,  receives. 

And  to  their  chief  the  hand  of  friendfliip  gives ; 

Bids  fpread  the  board,  and,  inftant  as  he  faid. 

Along  the  deck  the  feftive  board  is  fpread : 

The  fparkling  wine  in  cryflal  goblets  glows. 

And  round  and  round  with  cheerful  welcome  flows. 

While  thus  the  vine  its  fprightly  glee  infpires. 

From  whence  the  fleet,  the  fwarthy  chief  inquires. 

What  feas  they  pafs'd,  what  vantage  would  attain. 

And  what  the  fliore  their  purpofe  hop'd  to  gain  ? 

From 
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From  fartheft  weft,  the  Lufian  race  reply, 
To  reach  the  golden  eaftern  fhores  we  try. 
Through  that  unbounded  fca  whofe  billows  roll 
From  the  cold  northern  to  the  fouthern  pole  j 
And  by  the  wide  extent,  the  dreary  vaft 
Of  Afric's  bays,  already  have  we  paft ; 
And  many  a  iky  have  feen,  and  many  a  (hore. 
Where  but  fea-monfters  cut  the  waves  before. 
To  fpread  the  glories  of  our  monarch's  reign. 
For  India's  (hore  we  brave  the  tracklefs  main. 
Our  glorious  toil,  and  at  his  nod  would  brave 
The  difmal  gulphs  of  Acheron's  black  wave. 
And  now,  in  turn,  your  race,  your  country  tell. 
If  on  your  lips  fair  truth  delights  to  dwell ; 
To  us,  unconfcious  of  the  falfehood,  (heW, 
What  of  thefe  feas  and  India's  fite  you  know. 

Rude  are  the  natives  here,  the  Moor  reply'd. 

Dark  are  their  minds,  and  brute-deGre  their  guide : 

But  we,  of  alien  blood  and  (Irangers  here. 

Nor  hold  their  cuftoms  nor  their  laws  revere. 

From  Abram's  ®  race  our  holy  prophet  fprung. 

An  angel  taught,  and  heaven  infpir'd  his  tongue ; 

His  facred  rites  and  mandates  we  obey. 

And  diftant  empires  own  his  holy  fway. 

From  ifle  to  ifle  our  trading  veffels  roam, 

Mozambic's  harbour  our  commodious  home. 

If 

*  From  Abram^t  race  our  bofy  frepbet  Jj^ung.'^MchaaBaBaedf  who  was  de* 
icended  from  Iflimael,  the  fon  of  Abraham  by  Hajar. 

C4 
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If  then  your  fails  for  India's  (horcs  expand. 
For  fultry  Ganges  or  Hydafpes'  ftrand, 
Here  (hall  you  find  a  pilot  fkill'd  to  guide 
Through  all  the  dangers  of  the  perilous  tide, 
Though  wide  fpread  flielves  and  cruel  rocks  unfeen. 
Lurk  in  the  way,  and  whirlpools  rage  between. 
Accept,  mean  while,  what  fruits  thefe  ifla^ds  hold. 
And  to  the  regent  let  your  wifh  be  told. 
Then  may  your  mates  the  needful  ftores  provide, 
And  all  your  various  w^nts  be  here  fupplied. 

So  fpake  the  Moor,  and  bearing  fmiles  untrue, 
And  figns  of  friendihip,  with  his  bands  withdrew, 
O'erpower'd  with  joy  unhoped  the  failors  ftood, 
To  fii\d  fuch  kindnefs  on  a  (hore  fo  rude. 

Now  fliooting  o'er  the  flood  his  fervid  blaze, 
The  red-brow'd  fun  withdraws  his  beamy  rays ; 
Safe  in  the  bay  the  crew  forget  their  cares, 
And  peaceful  reft  their  wearied  ftrength  repairs. 
Calm  Twilight  ^  now  his  drowfy  mantle  fpreads. 
And  fhade  on  fliade,  the  gloom  ftill  deepening  (beds. 

The 

f  Calm  Twilight  «ow.— Camoens,  in  this  paffage,  has  imitated  Homer  in 
the  manner  of  Virgil :  by  diversifying  the  fcene  he  has  made  the  defcrip- 
tion  his  own.     The  paffage  alluded  to  is  in  the  eighth  Iliad : 

^euytr*  a^nr^siria,  &c. 

Thus  elegantly  tranflated  by  Pope : 
j^s  ivh^-.n  the^mooftf  refulgent  lamp  of  night. 
O'er  hcaven^s  clear  azure //reads  her/acred  light  ^ 

Hlten 
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The  moon,  full  orb'd,  forfakes  her  watery  cave. 
And  lifts  her  lovely  head  above  the  wave. 
The  fnowy  fplendors  of  her  modeft  ray 
Stream  o*er  the  gliftening  waves,  and  quivering  play : 
Around  her,  glittering  on  the  heavcn^s  arch'd  brow, 
Unnumber'd  ftars,  enclofed  in  azure,  glow. 
Thick  as  the  dew-drops  of  the  April  dawn. 
Or  May-flowers  crouding  o'er  the  daify-lawn: 
The  canvas  whitens  in  the  filvery  beam. 
And  with  a  mild  pale  red  the  pendants  gleam : 
The  mafts*  tall  fhadows  tremble  o'er  the  deep ; 
The  peaceful  winds  an  holy  filence  keep ; 
The  watchman's  carol  echo'd  from  the  prows. 
Alone,  at  times,  awakes  the  dill  repofe. 

Aurora  now,  with  dewy  luftre  bright, 
Appears,  afcending  on  the  rear  of  night. 
With  gentle  hand,  as  feeming  oft  to  paufe. 
The  purple  curtains  of  the  morn  flie  draws ; 
The  Sun  comes  forth,  and  foon  the  joyful  crew, 
Each  aiding  each,  their  joyful  tafks  purfue. 


ff^jen  not  a  breath  difiurbs  the  deep  ferene^ 
And  not  a  cloud  o'ercafit  tbefolemnfcene\ 
Around  her  throne  the  vivid  planets  roily 
Andjiars  unnumber'^d  gild  the  glowing  pole y 
O^er  the  dark  trees  a  yellower  verdure  Jhedy 
And  tip  witbjilver  every  mountain's  bead} 
fThenJbine  the  vales y  the  rocks  in  frofpeS  rife, 
AJiood  of  glory  burfisfrom  all  thejkies  : 
The  confcious  fwains  rejoicing  in  thejight, 
Bye  the  blue  vaults  and  blejs  the  ujeful  Rght, 


Wide 
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Wide  o'er  the  decks  the  fpreading  faib  tbej  throw  ; 

From  each  tall  mail  the  waring  dreamers  flow  ; 

All  feems  a  feilive  holiday  on  board 

To  welcome  to  the  fleet  the  ifland's  lord. 

With  equal  joy  the  regent  fails  to  meet. 

And  brings  freCh  cates,  his  oflFerings,  to  the  fleet : 

For  of  his  Idndred  race  their  line  he  deems. 

That  farage  race  who  rulh'd  from  Cafpia's  dreams. 

And  triumph'd  o'er  the  £ad,  and,  Aiia  won. 

In  proud  Byzantium  fixt  their  haughty  throne. 

Brave  Vasco  hails  the  chief  with  honed  (miles^ 

And  gift  for  gift  with  liberal  hand  he  piles. 

His  giftSi  the  boad  of  Europe's  arts  difdofe. 

And  fparkling  red  the  wine  of  Tagus  flows. 

High  on  the  (hrouds  the  wondering  failors  hun^. 

To  note  the  MooiiQi  garb,  and  barbarous  tongue : 

Nor  lefs  the  fubtle  Moor,  with  wonder  fired. 

Their  mien,  their  drefs,  and  lordly  (hips  admired : 

Much  he  enquires,  their  king's,  their  country's  name. 

And,  if  from  Turkey's  fertile  fhores  they  came  ? 

What  God  they  worfliipp'd,  what  their  facred  lore. 

What  arms  they  wielded,  and  what  armour  wore  ? 

To  whom  brave  Gama  ;  Nor  of  Hagar's  blood 

Am  I,  nor  plow  from  Izmael's  (hores  the  flood ; 

From  Europe's  ftrand  I  trace  the  foamy  way,  • 

To  find  the  regions  of  the  infant  day. 

The  God  we  worfliip  dretch'd  yon  heaven's  high  bow. 

And  gave  thefe  fwelling  waves  to  roll  below ; 

The 
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The  bemifpheres  of  night  and  day  he  fpres^l, 

He  fcoop'd  each  vale,  and  rear'd  each  mountain's  head:  '^ 

His  word  produced  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

And  gave  the  fpirits  of  the  Iky  their  birth. 

On  earth,  by  him,  his  holy  lore  was  given. 

On  earth  he  came  to  raife  mankind  to  heaven. 

And  now  behold,  what  mod  your  eyes  defire,  . 

Our  (hining  armour,  and  our  arms  of  fire ; 

For  who  has  once  in  friendly  peace  beheld. 

Will  dread  to  meet  them  on  the  battle-field. 

Straight  as  he  fpoke  the  warlike  (lores  difplay'd 
Their  glorious  (hew,  where,  tire  on  tire  inlaid, 
Appear'd  of  glittering  fteel  the  carabines ; 
There  the  plumed  helms,  and  ponderous  brigandines ; 
O'er  the  broad  bucklers  fculptur'd  orbs  emboft. 
The  crooked  faulchions  dreadful  blades  were  croft : 
Here  clafping  greaves,  and  plated  mail-quilts  ftrong. 
The  long-bows  here,  and  rattling  quivers  hung. 
And  like  a  grove  the  burni(h'd  fpears  were  feen. 
With  darts,  and  halberts  double-edged  between ; 
Here  dread  grenadoes,  and  tremendous  bombs. 
With  deaths  ten  thoufand  lurking  in  their  wombs ; 
And  far  around  of  brown,  and  duiky  red, 
The  pointed  piles  of  iron  balls  were  fpread. 
The  bombadeers,  now  to  the  regent's  view 
The  thundering  mortars  and  the  cannon  drew  i 
Tet  at  their  leader's  nod,  the  fons  of  flame 
(For  brave  and  generous  ever  are  the  lame) 

Withheld 
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Withheld  their  hands,  nor  gave  the  feeds  of  fire 
'  To  roufe  the  thunders  of  the  dreadful  tire. 
For  Gama's  foul  difdain'd  the  pride  of  OiCw 
Which  afts  the  lion  o'er  the  trembling  roe. 

His  joy  smd  wonder  oft  the  Moor  exprelt. 
But  ranklixig  hate  lay  brooding  in  his  bread  ; 
With  fmiles  obedient  to  his  wilTs  controul^ 
He  veils  the  purpofe  of  his  treacherous  foul : 
For  pilots,  confcious  of  the  Indian  Arand, 
Brave  Vasco  fues,  and  bids  the  Moor  command 
What  bounteous  gifts  (hall  recompenfe  their  toils  ; 
The  Moor  prevents  him  with  'aflenting  fmiles, 
Refolved  that  deeds  of  death,  not  words  of  air. 
Shall  firft  the  hatred  of  his  foul  declare : 
Such  fudden  rage  his  rankling  mind  pofTeft, 
When  s  Gama's  lips  Meffiah's  name  confeft. 

Oh 

g  ff'lyen  Gama^i  lips  Mtjjfiab^s  nam:  ccrfeJf.'^T his,  and  of  confequence,  the 
reafon  of  the  Moor's  hate,  together  with  the  fine  defcription  of  the  ar- 
moury, is  entirely  omitted  by  Caftera.  The  original  is,  the  Moor  con- 
ceived !iatred,  *'  knowing  they  were  followers  of  the  truth  which  the  Son 
**  of  David  taught."     Thus  rendered  by  Fan/haw, 

Kficiv'irg  they  folIo2u  that  unerring  lights 
The  jon  of  David  holds  out  in  bis  tojk. 

By  this  Solomon  muft  be  underftood,  not  the  Mcfliah,  as  meant  by  Ca- 
moens. 

"  Zacocia  (governor  of  Mozambic)  made  no  doubt  but  our  people  were 
of  fome  Mohammedan  country. — The  mutual  exchange  of  v;:ood  offices  be- 
tween our  people  and  thefe  iflandcrs  promifed  a  long  continuance  of  friend- 
(hip,  but  it  proved  otherwife.  No  fooner  did  Zacocia  undcrftand  the 
ftrangers  were  Chriftians,  than  all  his  kindntfs  was  turned  into  the  moft 
bitter  hatred  ;  he  began  to  meditate  their  ruin,  and  fought  by  every  means 
to  deftroy  the  fleet."— 0/oW»j  Silvenjis  Epijc.  de  Rebui  Emar..  Regis  Lufit,  geftis. 
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Oh  depth  of  Heavcn^s  dread  will,  that  rancorous  hate 
On  Heaven's  bcft  lov'd  in  every  clime  (hould  wait  f 
Now  fmiling  round  on  all  the  wondering  crew. 
The  Moor  attended  by  his  bands  withdrew: 
His  nimble  barges  foon  approach'd  the  land, 
And  (houts  of  joy  received  him  on  the  ftrand. 

From  Heaven's  high  dome  the  Vintage-God  beheld, 
(Whom  ^  nine  long  months  his  father's  thigh  conceal'd) 
Well-pleafed  he  mark'd  the  Moor's  determined  hate, 
And  thus  his  mind  revolved  in  felf-debate : 

Has  Heaven,  indeed,  fuch  glorious  lot  ordain'd ! 
By  Lufus'  race  fuch  conquefts  to  be  gain'd 
O'er  warlike  nations,  and  on  India's  fhore. 
Where  I,  unrival'd,  claim'd  the  palm  before ! 
I,  fprung  from  Jove  !  and  fliall  thefe  wandering  few. 
What  Ammon's  fon  unconquer'd  left,  fubdue ! 
Ammon's  brave  fon,  who  led  the  God  of  war 
His  (lave  auxiliar  at  his  thundering  car ! 
Muft  thefe  poflefs  what  Jove  to  him  deny'd, 
Poffefs  what  never  footh'd  the  Roman  pride ! 
Muft  thefe  the  vigor's  lordly  flag  difplay 
With  hateful  blaze  beneath  the  rifing  day, 
My  name  difhonour'd,  and  my  viftories  ftain'd, 
O'crturn'd  my  altars,  and  my  flirines  profaned ! 

No— 

h  fyhom  nrne  long  months  hi$  fatber^s  thigh  coflCAz/*^.— According  to  the 
Arabians,  Bacchus  was  nouri/hed  during  his  infancy  in  a  cave  of  Mount 
Meros,  which  in  Greek  fignifies  a  thigh.    Hence  |hc  fable. 
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No — be  it  mine  to  fan  the  regent's  hate ; 
Occafion  feized  commands  the  anion's  fate. 
Tis  mine-^this  captain  now  my  dread  no  more^ 
Shall  never  fhake  his  fpear  on  India's  ihore. 

So  fpake  the  Power,  and  with  the  lightning's  flight 
For  Afric  darted  thro'  the  fields  of  light. 
His  form  ^  divine  he  cloath'd  in  human  fhape^ 
And  rufli'd  impetuous  o'er  the  rocky  cape : 
In  the  dark  femblance  of  a  Moor  he  came 
For  art  and  old  experience  known  to  fame : 
Him  all  his  peers  with  humble  deference  heard. 
And  all  Mozambic  and  its  prince  rever'd : 
The  prince  in  hade  he  fought,  and  thus  expreft 
His  guileful  hate  in  friendly  counfel  dreft: 

And  to  the  regent  of  this  ifle  alone 
Are  thefe  adventurers  and  their  fraud  unknown  ? 
Has  fame  conceard  their  rapine  from  his  ear  ? 
Nor  brought  the  groans  of  plunder'd  nations  here  ? 
Yet  ftill  their  hands  the  peaceful  olive  bore 
Whene'er  they  anchor'd  on  a  foreign  fliore : 
But  nor  their  fceming,  nor  their  oaths  I  truft. 
For  Afric  knows  them  bloody  and  unjuft. 


i  irisform  di-vlne  be  cloath'd  in  human  Jhape^-^^^ 
jiUSio  torvamfaciem  etfurialia  membra 
Exuit:  in  vultusfefe  tramformmt  ani/es, 
Et  front  em  oi^eenttm  rugis  arat,  Vir.  iEn.  7. 


The 
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The  nations  fink  beneath  their  lawlefs  force^ 
And  fire  and  blood  have  mark'd  their  deadly  courfc. 
We  too,  unlefs  kind  Heaven  and  thou  preventf 
Muft  fall  the  vi£lims  of  their  dire  intent. 
And,  gafping  in  the  pangs  of  death,  behold 
Our  wives  led  captive,  and  our  daughters  fold« 
By  ftealth  they  come,  ere  morrow  dawn,  to  bring 
The  healthful  beverage  from  the  living  fpring : 
Arm'd  with  his  troops  the  captain  will  appear; 
For  confcious  fraud  is  ever  prone  to  fear. 
To  meet  them  there,  felefl  a  trufty  band. 
And  in  clofe  ambufli  take  thy  filent  ftand ; 
There  wait,  and  fudden  on  the  heedlefs  foe 
Rufti,  and  dcftroy  them  ere  they  dread  the  blow. 
Or  fay,  fliould  fome  efcape  the  fecret  fnare 
Saved  by  their  fate,  their  valour,  or  their  care, 
Yet  their  dread  fall  (hall  celebrate  our  ifle. 
If  fate  confent,  and  thou  approve  the  guile. 
Give  then  a  pilot  to  their  wandering  fleet. 
Bold  in  his  art,  and  tutor'd  in  deceit ; 
Whofe  hand  adventurous  (hall  their  helms  mifguide 
To  hoftile  (hores,  or  whelm  them  in  the  tide. 

So  fpoke  the  God,  in  femblance  of  a  fage 
Renown'd  for  counfel  and  the  craft  of  age. 
The  prince  with  tranfport  glowing  in  his  face 
Approved,  and  caught  him  in  a  kind  embrace ; 
And  inftant  at  the  word  his  bands  prepare 
Their  bearded  darts  and  iron  fangs  of  war. 

That 
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That  Lufus*  fons  might  purple  with  their  gore 

The  cryftal  fountain  which  they  fought  on  fliorc: 

And  dill  regardful  of  his  dire  intent, 

A  fkilful  pilot  to  the  bay  he  fent. 

Of  honeft  mien,  yet  pra£tifed  in  deceit. 

Who  far  at  diftance  on  the  beach  (hould  wait. 

And  to  the  'fcaped,  if  fome  fliould  'fcape  the  fnare, 

Should  offer  friendQiip  and  the  pilot's  care ; 

But  when  at  fea,  on  rocks  fliould  dafli  their  pride^ 

And  whelm  their  lofty  vanes  beneath  the  tide. 

Apollo  now  had  left  his  watery  bed. 
And  o'er  the  mountains  of  Arabia  fpread 
His  rays  that  glow'd  with  gold  5  when  GAMA^rofe, 
And  from  his  bands  a  trufty  fquadron  chofe : 
Three  fpeedy  barges  brought  their  cafks  to  fill 
From  gurgling  fountain,  or  the  cryftal  rill : 
Full-arm'd  they  came,  for  brave  defence  prepared. 
For  martial  care  is  ever  on  the  guard : 
And  fecret  warnings  ever  are  impreft 
On  wifdom  fuch  as  waked  in  Gama's  breaft. 

And  now,  as  fwiftly  fpringing  o'er  the  tide 
Advanced  the  boats,  a  troop  of  Moors  they  fpy'd  5 
O'er  the  pale  fands  the  fable  warriors  crowd. 
And  tofs  their  threatening  darts,  and  fliout  aloud. 
Yet  feeming  artlefs,  though  they  dared  the  fight. 
Their  eager  hope  they  placed  in  artful  flight. 

To 
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To  lead  brave  Gama  where  unfecn  by  day 
In  dark-brow  M  (hades  their  filent  ambufli  lay. 
With  fcornful  geftures  o*er  the  beach  they  ftride> 
And  pufli  their  leVell'd  fpears  with  barbarous  pride  s 
Then  fix  the  arrow  to  the  bended  bow^ 
And  ftrike  their  founding  fhieldsi  and  dare  the  foe* 
With  generous  rage  the  Lufian  race  beheld^ 
And  each  brave  bread  with  indignation  fwell'd^ 
To  view  fuch  foes  like  fnarling  dogs  difplay 
Their  threatening  tufks,  and  brave  the  fanguine  fray : 
Together  with  a  bound  they  fpring  to  land, 
Unknown  whofe  ftep  firft  trode  the  hoftile  ftrand. 

Thus  V  when  to  gatA  his  beauteous  charmer^s  fmile. 
The  youthful  lover  dares  the  bloody  toil. 
Before  the  nodding  bulPs  ftem  front  he  (lands, 
He  leaps,  he  wheels,  he  (houts,  and  waves  his  hands : 
The  lordly  brute  difdains  the  ftripling's  rage, 
His  noftrils  fmoke,  and,  eager  to  engage. 
His  horned  brows  he  levels  with  the  ground. 
And  (huts  his  flaming  eyes,  and  wheeling  round 

With 

^  Thus,  nvben  to  gain  his  beauteous  charmer* sfmi/e. 
The  youthful  lover  dares  the  hloody  toil.--^ 
This  fimile  is  taken  from  a  favoutlte  exercife  in  Spain,  where  it  is  ufual 
-to  fee  young  gentlemen  of  the  bed  families,   adorned  with  ribbons,  and 
armed  with  a  javelin  or  kind  of  cutlafs,  which  the  Spaniards  cskU  Machete,  ap- 
pear the  candidates  of  fame  in  the  lifts  of  the  buU-fight.    Though  Ca- 
moens  in  this  defcription  of  it  has  given  the  victory  to  the  bull,  it  very  fel- 
dom  fo  happens,  the  young  caballeros  being  very  expert  at  this  valorous 
exercife,  and  ambitious  to  difplay  their  dexterity^  which  is  a  fure  recom- 
mendation to  the  favour  and  good  opinion  of  the  ladies. 

Vol.  I.  D 
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With  dreadful  bellowing  rulhes  on  the  foe. 

And  lays  the  boaftful  gaudy  champion  low. 

Thus  to  the  £ght  the  fons  of  Lufus  fprung. 

Nor  flow  to  fall  their  ample  vengeance  hong : 

With  fudden  roar  the  carabines  refound. 

And  burfting.  echoes  from  the  hills  rebound ; 

The  lead  flies  hifling  through  the  trembling  air. 

And  death's  fell  demons  through  the  flaflies  glare. 

Where,  up  the  land,  a  grove  of  palms  enclofe. 

And  caft  their  fhadows  where  the  fountain  flows. 

The  lurking  aoibufli  from  their  treacherous  ftand 

Beheld  the  combat  burning  on  the  *(lrand  : 

They  fee  the  flafh  with  fudden  lightnings  flare. 

And  the  blue  fmoke  flow  rolling  on  the  air : 

They  fee  their  warriors  drop,  and,  ftarting,  hear 

The  lingering  thunders  burfting  on  their  ear. 

Amazed,  appall'd,  the  treacherous  ambufli  fled, 

And  raged  ^,  and  curft  their  birth,  and  quaked  with  dread. 

The  bands  that  vaunting  fhew'd  their  threatened  might. 

With  flaughter  gored,  precipitate  in  flight ; 

Yet  oft,  though  trembling,  on  the  foe  they  turn 

Their  eyes,  that  red  with  luft  of  vengeance  burn : 

Aghaft  with  fear  and  ftern  with  defperate  rage 

The  flying  war  with  dreadful  howls  they  wage, 

Flints, 


e  Kiald'vzia 


0  velbo  inert c,  e  a  majy  que  o  Jxlho  cr'ia. 
Thus  tranflatcd  by  Fanfliavv, 


curf  their  ill  luck. 


Ti*  old  Devil ^  and  tbi  dam  that  gave  tbm  fiuk. 
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Flints  ",  clods,  and  javdms  hurling  as  they  fly, 
As  rage  and  wild  dcfpilr- their  hands  fupply. 
And  foon  difpcrft,  thair  b^nds  attempt.no  more     j 
To  guard  the  fountain  or  defend  the  fliorc :  ,  . 
O'er  the  wide  lawns  no  more  their  troops  appear : 
Nor  fleeps  the  vengeance  of  th6  vi^or  here ; 
To  teach  the  nations  what  tremendous  fate 
From  his  dread  arm  on  perjur'd  vows  (hould  wait. 
He  feized  the  time  to  awe  the  Eaftern  World, 
And  on  the  breach  of  faith  his  thunders  hurl'd. 
From  his  black  fhips  the  fudden  lightningsblaze. 
And  o'er  old  Ocean  flaih  their  dreadful  rays :' 
White  clouds  on  clouds  inroll'd  the  fmoke  afcends. 
The  burfting  tumult  Heaven's  wide  concave  rends : 
The  bays  arid  caverns  of  the  winding  fliorc 
Repeat  the  cannon's  and  the  mortar's  roar : 
The  bombs,  far<-flaming,  hifs  along  the  fky. 
And  whirring  through  the  air  the  bullets  fly : 
The  wounded  air  with  hollow  deafen'd  found. 
Groans  to  the  direful  ftrife,  and  trembles  round. 


Now 


«  FlintSy  clods,  and  javelins  burling  as  tbeyjly. 
As  rage,  &c.    . 


Jamque  faces  etfaxavofant,  furor  arma  mimfirat,^'^ytKQ.  iEn.  I. 

The  Spani(h  commentator  on  this  place  relates  a  very  extraordinary  in- 
(lance  of  the  furor  arma  mintftrans.  A  Portuguefe  foldiery  at  the  fiege  of 
Diu  in  the  Indies,  being  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  having  no  ball  to 
charge  hisrmulkct,  palled  out  one  of -his  teeth,  and  with  it  fuppUcd  the 
place  of  a  bullet. 

D  2 
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Now  from  the  Moorifli  town  the  (heets  of  fire. 
Wide  blaze  fucceeding  blaze,  to  Heaven  sifpire. 
Black  rife  the  clouds  of  fmoke,  and  by  the  gales 
Borne  down,  in  ftreams  hang  hovering  o'er  the  vales ; 
And  flowly  floating  round  the  mountain's  head 
Their  pitchy  mantle  o'er  the  landfcape  fpread. 
Unnumbered  fea-fowl  riling  from  the  ihore, 
Beat  round  in  whirls  at  every  cannon's  roar : 
Where  o'er  the  fmoke  the  malls'  tall  heads  appear. 
Hovering  they  fcream,  then  dart  with  fudden  fear ; 
On  trembling  wings  far  round  and  round  they  fly. 
And  fill  with  difmal  clang  their  native  iky* 
Thus  fled  in  rout  confufed  the  treacherous  Moors 
From  field  to  field,  then,  haft'ning  to  the  (hores. 
Some  truft  in  boats  their  wealth  and  lives  to  fave. 
And  wild  with  dread  they  plunge  into  the  wave  ; 
Some  fpread  their  arms  to  fwim,  and  feme  beneath 
The  whelming  billows,  ftruggling,  pant  for  breath. 
Then  whirl'd  aloft  their  noftrils  fpout  the  brine ; 
While  fliowcring  ftill  from  many  a  carabine 
The  leaden  hail  their  fails  and  veiTels  tore, 
Till  ftruggling  hard  they  reach'd  the  neighb'ring  (hore : 
Due  vengeance  thus  their  perfidy  repay'd. 
And  Gama's  terrors  to  the  Eaft  difplay'd, 

Imbrown'd  with  duft  a  beaten  pathway  (hews 
Where  'midft  umbrageous  palms  the  fountain  flows  9 

From 
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From  thence  at  will  they  bear  the  liquid  health ; 
And  now  fole  mafters  of  t^e  ifland's  wealth. 
With  coftly  fpoils  and  eaftem  robes  adorned. 
The  joyful  Tidiors  to  the  flfeet  return'd. 

With  hell's  keen  fires,  ftill  for  revenge  athirft, 
The  regent  burns,  and  weens,  by  fraud  acciirft. 
To  ftrike  a  furcr,  yet  a  fecret  blow, 
And  in  one  general  death  to  whelm  the  foe. 
The  promifed  pilot  to  the  fleet  he  fends. 
And  deep  repentance  for  his  crime  pretends* 
Sincere  the  herald  feems,  and  while  he  fpeaks. 
The  winning  tears  fteal  down  his  hoary  cheeks.^  < 
Brave  Gama,  touch'd  with  generous  woe,  believes, 
And  from  his  hand  the  pilot's  hand  receives : 
A  dreadful  gift !  inflrudied  to  decoy. 
In  gulphs  to  whelm  them,  or  on  rocks  deftroy. 

The  valiant  chief,  impatient  of  delay. 
For  India  now  refumes  the  watery  way ; 
Bids  weigh  the  anchor,  and  unfurl  the  fail. 
Spread  full  the  canvas,  to  the  rifing  gale ; 
He  fpoke ;  and  proudly  o'er  the  foaming  tide. 
Borne  on  the  wind,  the  full-wing'd  veflels  ride  ; 
While  as  they  rode  before  the  bounding  prows 
The  lovely  forms  of  fea-born  nymphs  arofe. 
The  while  brave  Vasco's  unfufpe£ting  mind 
Tet  fear'd  not  ought  the  crafty  Moor  deiign'd ; 

D  3  Much 
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Bj  fea  what  treacherous  calms^  what  rufliipg  ftorms. 
And  death  attendant  in  a  thoufaqd  forms !      . 
By  land  what  ftrife^  what  plots  of  lecret  guile. 
How  many  a  wk>imd  from  many  a  treacherous  fmik  \ 
O  where  (ball  man  efcape  his  numerous  foes. 
And  reft  his  weary  head  in  (afe  repofe ! 


END   OF   THE   FIRST   BOOK. 
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JL  H  £  fervent  luftre  of  the  evening  my 
Behind  the  weftern  hills  now  died  away,  " 

And  night  afcending  from  the  dim-brow'd  call, 

The  twilight  gloom  with  deeper  (hades  increaft  9 

When  Gama  heard  the  creaking  of  the  oar. 

And  marked  the  white  waves  lengthening  from  the  (hore. 

In  many  a  ftiff  the  eager  natives  came, 

Their  femblance  friendfhip,  but  deceit  their  aim. ' 

And  now  by  Gama's  anchored  (hips  they  ride. 

And,  Hail  illuftrious  Chief,  their  leader  cried. 

Your  fame  already  thefe  our  regions  own. 

How  your  bold  prows  from  worlds  to  us  unknown 

2  Have 
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Have  braved  the  horrors  of  the  footbem  nmoj  .  .. 

"Where  ftorms  and  darknefs  hold  their  endlefs  reign, 

Whofe  whelm  J  waves  our  weft  ward  prows  have  barred 

From  oldeft  times,  and  ne'er  before  were  dared 

By  boldeft  leader :  Earneft  to  behold 

The  wond'rous  hero  of  a  toil  fo  bold. 

To  you  the  foverdgn  of  thefe  illands  fends 

The  holy  vows  of  peace,  and  hails  you  friends. 

If  friendihip  you  accept,  whatever  kind  Heaven 

In  various  bounty  to  thefe  (hores  has  given. 

Whatever  your  wants,  your  wants  (hall  here  fupply. 

And  fafe  in  port  your  gaUant  fleet  (hall  lie ; 

Safe  from  the  dangers  of  the  faithlefs  tide. 

And  fttdden  burfting  ftorms,  by  you  untry'd ; 

Yours  every  bounty  of  the  fertile  (hore. 

Till  balmly  reft  your  wearied  ftrength  reftore. 

Or  if  your  toils  and  ardent  hopes  demand 

The  various  treafures  of  the  Indian  ftrand. 

The  fragrant  cinnamon,  the  glowing  clove. 

And  all  the  riches  of  the  fpicy  grove  \ 

Or  drugs  of  power  the  fever's  rage  to  bound. 

And  give  foft  languor  to  the  fmarting  wound ; 

Or  if  the  fplendor  of  the  diamond's  rays. 

The  fapphire's  azure,  or  the  ruby's  blaze, 

Invite  your  fails  to  fearch  the  Eaftern  World, 

Here  may  thefe  fails  in  happy  hour  be  furl'd  : 

For  here  the  fplendid  treafures  of  the  mine. 

And  richcft  offspring  of  the  field,  combine 

To 
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To  give  each  boon  that  human  want  requiresi 

And  every  gem  that  lofty  pride  defires  : 

Then  here,  a  potent  king  your  generous  friend. 

Here  let  your  perilous  toils  and  wandering  fearches  end« 

He  faid  :  Brave  Gama  fmiles  with  heart  fiticere. 
And  prays  the  herald  to  the  king  to  bear 
The  thanks  of  grateful  joy :  But  now,  he  cries. 
The  blackening  evening  veils  the  coaft  and  ikies. 
And  through  thefe  rocks  unknown  forbids  to  ftcer : 
Tet  when  the  ftreaks  of  milky  dawn  appear 
Edging  the  eaftem  wave  with  filver  hoar. 
My  ready  prows  (hall  gladly  point  to  fliore ; 
Afliired  of  friendfliip,  and  a  kind  retreat, 
AfTured  and  profier'd  by  a  king  fo  great. 
Yet  mindful  ftill  of  what  his  *  hopes  that  cheer'd. 
That  here  his  nation's  holy  (brines  were  rear'd. 

He 

a  — —  What  Us  hopes  had  <i>efrV— —  After  Gama  had  been  driven 
from  Quiloa  by  a  fudden  ilorm,  the  aflurances  of  the  Mozambic  pilot  that 
the  city  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  ftrongly  inclined  him  to  enter 
the  harbour  of  Mombaze;  **  Nee  uUum  locum  ((ays  Oforius)  magif  op- 
portunum  curandis  atque  reficiendis  segrotis  poiTe  repcriri.  Jam  eo  tem- 
pore bona  pars  eonim,  qui  cum  Gama  confcenderant,  variis  morbis  con* 

fumpta  fueraty  et  qui  evaferant,  eiant  gravi  invaletudine  debilitati 

Teilus  abundat  frudibus  et  olcribus,  et  fhigibus,  et  peconim  et  armentorum 
gregibas,  et  aquis  dulcibus.  Utitur  pneterea  mira  cteli  temperie.  Homines 
vivunt  admodum  lautei  et  domos  more  noftro  aediflcant.— -Mifit  rex  minclos, 
qui  Gamam  nomine  iUius  faluurent.  .  .  .  Aiunt  deinde  regionem  illam 
efle  opukntiflimam,  earumque  rerum  omnium  pleniflimam,  quanim  gratia 
multi  in  Indiam  navigabant.  Regem  adeo  efle  in  illos  voluntate  propenfum 
ut  nihil  eflet  tarn  difficile^  quod  non  fe  eorum  gratia  fadturum  poUiceretur.** 
Ofgn 
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Till  many  a  league  before  the  temped  tod 
The  treacherous  pilot  fees  his  puipofe  croft  : 
Yet  vengeful  ftillj  and  ftill  Intent  on  guile. 
Behold^  he  cries,  yon  dim  emerging  ifle : 
There  live  the  votaries  of  Meffiah*8  lore 
In  faithful  peace  and  friendfliip  with  the  Moor, 
Tet  all  was  falfe,  for  there  MeflSah^s  name, 
Reviled  and  fcom'd,  was  only  known  by  fame. 
The  groveling  lii^tives  there,  a  brutal  heed, 
The  fenfual  lore  of  Hagar's  fon  preferred. 
With  joy  brave  Gama  hears  the  artful  tale, 
Bears  to  the  harbour,  and  bids  furl  the  fail. 
Yet  watchful  ftill  fair  Love's  celeftial  queen 
Prevents  the  danger  with  a  hand  unfeen ; 
Nor  paft  the  bar  his  vent'rous  vefiels  guides ;; 
And  fafe  at  anchor  in  the  road  he  rides. 

Between  the  ifle  and  Ethiopia's  land 
A  narrow  current  laves  each  adverfe  ftrand  ^ 
Clofe  by  the  margin  where  the  green  tide  flows, 
Full  to  the  bay  a  lordly  city  rofe  : 
With  fervid  blaze  the  glowing  evening  pours 
Its  purple  fplendors  o'er  the  lofty  towers ; 
The  lofty  towers  with  milder  luftre  gleam. 
And  gently  tremble  in  the  glafly  ftream. 
Here  reign'd  an  hoary  king  of  ancient  fame ; 
Mombaze  the  town,  Mombaze  the  ifland's  name. 

As 
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As  when  the  pilgrim,  who  with  weary  pace 
Through  lonely  waftes  untrod  by  human  race. 
For  many  a  day  difconfolate  has  ftrsty'd. 
The  turf  his  bed,  the  wild-wood  boughs  his  ibade, 
O'erjoyM  beholds  the  cheerfuLfeats  of  men 
In  grateful  profpe£l  rifing  on  his  ken : 
So  Gama  joy'd,  who  many  a  dreary  day 
Had  tracM  the  vaft,  the  lonefome  watery  way. 
Had  feen  new  ftars,  unknown  to  Europe,  rife. 
And  braved  the  horrors  of  the  polar  (kies : 
So  joyM  his  bounding  heart,  when  proudly  reared. 
The  fplendid  city  o'er  the  wave  appeared, 
Where  Heaven's  own  lore,  he  trufted,  was  obey'd« 
And  holy  faith  her  facred  rites  difplay'd. 
And  now  fwift  crowding  through  the  homed  bay 
The  Moorifh  barges  wing'd  their  foamy  way: 
To  Gama's  fleet  with  friendly  fmiles  they  bore 
The  choiceft  produdis  of  their  cultured  fliore. 
But  there  fell  rancour  veil'd  its  ferpent-head. 
Though  feftive  rofes  o'er  the  gifts  were  fpread. 
For  Bacchus  veil'd,  in  human  (hape,  was  here. 
And  pour'd  his  counfel  in  the  fovereign's  ear. 

O  piteous  lot  of  man's  uncertain  ftate ! 
What  woes  on  life's  unhappy  journey  wait ! 
When  joyful  hope  would  grafp  its  fond  defire. 
The  long-fought  tranfports  in  the  grafp  ezpire« 


Bj 
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Bj  fea  what  treacherous  calmsj  what  rafliipg  ftorms. 
And  death  attendant  in  a  thoufaqd  foriBs !      . 
By  land  what  ftrife^  what  plots  of  £ecret.  guile. 
How  many  a  wk>imd  from  many  a  treacherous  (mik } 
O  where  (ball  man  efcape  his  numerous  foes. 
And  reft  his  weary  head  in  fafe  repofe ! 


END   OF   THE   FIRST   BOOK. 
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To  give  each  boon  that  human  want  requiresj 

And  every  gem  that  lofty  pride  defires  : 

Then  here,  a  potent  king  your  generous  friend. 

Here  let  your  per'lous  toils  and  wandering  fearches  tnJU 

He  fald  :  Brave  Gama  fmiles  with  heart  fincere, 
And  prays  the  herald  to  the  king  to  bear 
The  thanks  of  grateful  joy :  But  now,  he  cries. 
The  blackiening  evening  veils  the  coaft  and  ikies. 
And  through  thefe  rocks  unknown  forbids  to  ftcer : 
Tet  when  the  ftreaks  of  milky  dawn  appear 
Edging  the  eaftem  wave  with  filver  hoar. 
My  ready  prows  (hall  gladly  point  to  fliore ; 
Afliired  of  friendfliip,  and  a  kind  retreat, 
AfTured  and  proffered  by  a  king  fo  great. 
Yet  mindful  ftill  of  what  his  *  hopes  that  cheer'd. 
That  here  his  nation's  holy  (brines  were  rear'd. 

He 

*  — i—  fnat  Us  hepti  had  cbur^J*""'^  After  Gama  had  been  driven 
from  Quiloa  by  a  fudden  ftorm,  the  aflurances  of  the  Mozambic  pilot  that 
the  city  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  ftrongly  inclined  him  to  enter 
the  haiix>ur  of  Mombase;  **  Nee  uUum  locum  (fays  Oforius)  magif  op* 
portumim  curandis  atque  refidendis  segrotis  poiTe  repcriri.  Jam  eo  tem- 
pore bona  pars  eonim,  qui  cum  Gama  confcenderant,  variis  morbis  con* 

fumpu  fueraty  et  qui  evaferant,  erant  gravi  Invaletudine  debilitati 

Teilus  abundat  frudibus  et  oleribusy  et  frugibus,  et  peconim  et  armentoram 
gregibas,  et  aquis  dulcibus*  Utitur  pneterea  mini  cteli  temperie.  Homines 
vivunt  admodum  lautei  et  domos  more  noftro  aediflcant.— -Mifit  rex  minciosy 
qui  Gamam  nomine  UUus  faluUrent.  .  .  .  Aiunt  deinde  regionem  illam 
efle  opukntiflimaro,  earumque  rcrum  omnium  pleniflimam,  quarum  gratia 
multi  in  Indiam  navigabant.  Regem  adeo  eflfe  in  iUos  voluntate  propenfum 
ut  nihil  eflet  tarn  difficile^  quod  non  fe  eorum  gratia  fadtuniro  polliceretur.** 
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Have  braved  the  horrors  of  the  foutbern  main,  .  .. 

Where  ftorms  and  darknefs  hold  their  endlefs  reign, 

"Whofe  whelmy  waves  our  weftward  prows  have  barr'd 

From  oldeft  times,  and  ne'er  before  were  dared 

By  boldeft  leader :  Earned  to  behold 

The  wond'rous  hero  of  a  toil  fo  bold, 

To  jou^the  fovereign  of  thefe  iflands  fends 

The  holy  vows  of  peace,  and  hails  you  friends. 

If  friendihip  you  accept,  whatever  kind  Heaven 

In  various  bounty  to  thefe  (hores  has  given, 

Wbate'er  your  wants,  your  wants  (hall  here  fupply. 

And  fafe  in  port  your  gaUant  fleet  (hall  lie ; 

Safe  from  the  dangers  of  the  faithlefs  tide. 

And  fttddien  burfting  ftorms,  by  you  untry'd ; 

Tours  every  bounty  of  the  fertile  (hore. 

Till  balmly  reft  your  wearied  ftrength  reftore. 

Or  if  your  toils  and  ardent  hopes  demand 

The  various  treafures  of  the  Indian  ilrand, 

The  fragrant  cinnamon,  the  glowing  clove, 

And  all  the  riches  of  the  fpicy  grove ; 

Or  drugs  of  power  the  fever's  rage  to  bound. 

And  give  foft  languor  to  the  fmarting  wound ; 

Or  if  the  fplendor  of  the  diamond's  rays. 

The  fapphire's  azure,  or  the  ruby's  blaze. 

Invite  your  fails  to  fearch  the  Eaftern  World, 

Here  may  thefe  fails  in  happy  hour  be  furl'd : 

For  here  the  fplendid  treafures  of  the  mine. 

And  richcft  offspring  of  the  field,  combine 

To 
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To  give  each  boon  that  human  want  requiresj 

And  every  gem  that  lofty  pride  defires  : 

Then  here,  a  potent  king  your  generous  friend. 

Here  let  your  per'lous  toils  and  wandering  fearches  end« 

He  faid  :  Brave  Gama  fmiles  with  heart  fiticerei 
And  prays  the  herald  to  the  king  to  bear 
The  thanks  of  grateful  joy :  But  now,  he  cries. 
The  blackening  evening  veils  the  coaft  and  ikies. 
And  through  thefe  rocks  unknown  forbids  to  ftcer : 
Tet  when  the  ftreaks  of  milky  dawn  appear 
Edging  the  eaftern  wave  with  filver  hoar. 
My  ready  prows  (hall  gladly  point  to  fliore; 
Afliired  of  friendfliip,  and  a  kind  retreat, 
AfTured  and  profier'd  by  a  king  fo  great. 
Yet  mindful  ftill  of  what  his  *  hopes  that  cheer'd. 
That  here  his  nation's  holy  (brines  were  rear'd. 

He 

a  — —  What  hit  hopes  had  cheer* J, '-"^  Aftar  Gama  had  been  driven 
from  Quiloa  by  a  fudden  ftorm,  the  aflurances  of  the  Mozambic  pilot  that 
the  city  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  ftrongly  inclined  him  to  enter 
the  harbour  of  Mombaze;  **  Nee  uUum  locum  (fays  Oforius)  magif  op- 
portunum  curandis  atque  reficiendis  segrotis  poiTe  repcriri.  Jam  eo  tem- 
pore bona  pars  eorum,  qui  cum  Gama  confcenderant,  variis  morbis  con* 

fumpta  fueraty  et  qui  evaferant,  erant  gravi  invaletudine  debilitati 

Tellus  abundat  irudibus  et  olcribusy  et  frugibus,  et  peconim  et  armentorum 
gregibus,  et  aquis  dulcibut«  Utitur  prseterea  mira  cteli  temperie.  Homines 
vivunt  admodum  laute>  et  domos  more  noftro  aediflcant.— -Mifit  rex  nuncioty 
qui  Gamam  nomine  iUius  falutarent.  .  .  .  Aiunt  deinde  regionem  illam 
cfle  opukntiflimam,  earumque  rerum  omnium  pieniflimamy  quarum  gratia 
multi  in  Indiam  navigabant.  Regem  adeo  efle  in  iUos  voluntate  propenfum 
ut  nihil  eflet  tarn  difficile^  quod  non  fe  eorum  gratia  fadturum  poUiceretur.** 
Ofir. 
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Much  of  the  coaft  he  afks^  and  much  demands 

Of  Afric's  fhprea  and  India's  fpicy  lands. 

The  crafty  Moor^-lhy  vengeful  Bacchus -taught^ 

Employ'd  on  deadly  guile  jiis  bftneful  thought ; 

In  his  dark  mind  he  plann'd,  on  Gama's  head 

tuU  to  revenge  Mozambioand  the  dead.        ' 

Yet  all  the  chief  demianded  he  reveal'd. 

Nor  ought  of  truth,  that  truth  he  knew,  concealed : 

For  thus  he  ween'd  to  gain  his  eafy  faith^ 

And  gain'd,  betray  to  flavery  or  to  death. 

And  now  fecurely  trufting  to  deftroy. 

As  erft  falfe  Sinon  fnared  the  fons  of  Troy, 

Behold^  difclofing  from  the  fky,  he  cries, 

Far  to  the  north,  yon  cloud-like  ifle  arife : 

From  ancient  times  the  natives:  of  the  ihore 

The  blood-ftain'd  image  on  the  crofs  adore. 

Swift  at  the  word,  the  joyful  Gama  cry*d. 

For  that  fair  ifland  turn  the  helm  afide, 

O  bring  my  vcflels  where  the  Chriftians  dwell. 

And  thy  glad  lips  my  gratitude  (hall  tell : 

With  fullen  joy  the  treacherous  Moor  comply'd. 

And  for  that  iflai:id  turn'd  the  helm  afide. 

For  welLQuiloa*s  fwarthy  race  he  knewj 

Their  laws  and  faith  to  Hagar^s  offspring  true ; 

Their  ftrength  in  war,  through  all  the  nations  round. 

Above  Mozambic  and  her  powers  renowned  ; 

He  knew  what  hate  the  Chriftian  name  they  bore, 

And  hoped  that  hate  on  Vasco's  bands  to  pour. 

Right 
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The  coaift  unknown,  when  ordered,  to  expldrcj  ^  ' 

And  dare  each  danger  of  the  hoftile  Ihorc : 

From  this  bold  band  hechofe  the  fubtleft  two,    .        ;  / 

The  port,  the  city,  and  its  ftrength  to  view. 

To  mark  if  fraud  its  fecrct  head  betrayed. 

Or  if  the  rites  of  heaven  were  there  difplayed*    ; 

With  coftly  giftsi  as  of  their  truth  fecure,  r , 

The  pledge  that  Gama  deem'd  their  faith  was  pure, 

Thefe  two  his  heralds  to  the  king  he  fends : 

The  faithlefs  Moors  depart  as  fmiling  friends. 

Now  thro'  the  wave  they  cut  their  foamy  way. 

Their  chearful  fongs  reibunding  through  the  bay : 

And  now  on  ihore  the  wondering  natives  greet. 

And  fondly  hail  the  ftrangers  from  the  fleet. 

The  prince  their  gifts  with  friendly  vows  receives. 

And  joyful  welcome  to  the  LuGans  gives ; 

Where'er  they  pafs,  the  joyful  tumult  bends. 

And  through  the  town  the  glad  applaufe  attends. 

But  he  whofe  cheeks  with  youth  immortal  (hone, 

The  God  whofe  wondrous  birth  two  mothers  own, 

Whofe 

were  the  firft  who  devlfed  that  mod  political  of  all  punUhments,  tranf- 
portation  to  foreign  fettlements*  India  and  the  Brazils  received  their  cri- 
minals ;  many  of  whom  became  afterwards  ufeful  members  to  focicty. 
When  the  fubjeft  thus  obtrudes  the  occaHon,  a  fliort  digreffion,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  pardoned.  While  every  feeling  breail  muft  be  pleafed  with  the  wif- 
dom  and  humanity  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchs,  indignation  and  regret  mud 
rife  on  the  view  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  penal  laws  of  England.  What 
multitudes  every  year,  in  the  prime  of  their  life,  end  their  days  by  the  hand 
c^  the  executioner  ?  That  the  legiflature  might  devife  means  to  make  the 
greateft  part  of  thtfe  lives  ufeful  to  fociety,  is  a  ia<^,  which  furely  cannot  be 
difputed  ;-»though  perhaps  the  remedy  of  an  evil  fo  ihocking  to  humapity^ 
may  be  at  fome  diibnce. 
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Bj  fea  what  treacherous  calms>  what  ruihing  ftorms. 
And  death  attendant  ia  a  thoufaqd  fori»s !      . 
By  land  what  ftrif(^« .  w^t  plots  of  fecret  guile. 
How  many  a  wlound  from  maay  a  treacherous  fmik  \ 
O  where  (ball  man  efcape  his  numerous  foes. 
And  reft  hts  weary  head  hi  fafe  repofe ! 


END   OF   THE   FIRST   BOOK. 
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As  when  the  pilgrim,  who  with  weary  pace 
Through  lonely  waftes  untrod  by  human  race. 
For  many  a  day  difconfolate  has  ftrsiy'd. 
The  turf  his  bed,  the  wild-wood  boughs  his  ibade, 
O'erjoyM  beholds  the  cheerful. feats  of  men 
In  grateful  profpe£l  rifing  on  his  ken : 
So  Gama  joy'd,  who  many  a  dreary  day 
Had  tracM  the  vaft,  the  lonefome  watery  way. 
Had  feen  new  ftars,  unknown  to  Europe,  rife. 
And  bravM  the  horrors  of  the  polar  (kies : 
So  joy'd  his  bounding  heart,  when  proudly  reared. 
The  fplendid  city  o'er  the  wave  appeared. 
Where  Heaven's  own  lore,  he  trufted,  was  obey'd« 
And  holy  faith  her  facred  rites  difplay'd. 
And  now  fwift  crowding  through  the  horned  bay 
The  Moorifli  barges  wing'd  their  foamy  way: 
To  Gama's  fleet  with  friendly  fmiles  they  bore 
The  choiceft  produfts  of  their  cultured  fliore. 
But  there  fell  rancour  veil'd  its  ferpent-head. 
Though  feftive  rofes  o'er  the  gifts  were  fpread. 
For  Bacchus  veil'd,  in  human  (hape,  was  here. 
And  pour'd  his  counfel  in  the  fovereign's  ear. 

O  piteous  lot  of  man's  uncertain  ftate ! 
What  woes  on  life's  unhappy  journey  wait ! 
When  joyful  hope  would  grafp  its  fond  defire. 
The  long-fought  tranfports  in  the  grafp  ezpire« 
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By  fea  what  treacherQiis  calms^  what  ruihing  ftorms. 
And  death  attendant  ia  a  thoufaqd  forixis !      :  • 

By  land  what  ftrifi^f .  w^t  plots  of  fecret.  guile. 
How  many  a  wlound  from  maay  a  treacherous  fmikl 
O  where  (halt  man  efcape  his  numerous  foes. 
And  reft  his  weary  head  In  fafe  repofe  ! 


END  OF   THE   FIRST   BOOK. 
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To  give  each  boon  that  human  want  requires^ 

And  every  gem  that  lofty  pride  defires  : 

Then  here,  a  potent  king  your  generous  friend. 

Here  let  your  perilous  toils  and  wandering  fearches  end« 

He  faid  :  Brave  Gama  fmiles  with  heart  fincere, 
And  prays  the  herald  to  the  king  to  bear 
The  thanks  of  grateful  joy :  But  now,  he  cries. 
The  blackening  evening  veils  the  coaft  and  ikies, 
And  through  thefe  rocks  unknown  forbids  to  ftcer : 
Tet  when  the  ftreaks  of  milky  dawn  appear 
Edging  the  eaftem  wave  with  filver  hoar. 
My  ready  prows  (hall  gladly  point  to  (hore; 
Aflured  of  friendfhip,  and  a  kind  retreat, 
Aflured  and  proflFer'd  by  a  king  fo  great. 
Yet  mindful  ftill  of  what  his  *  hopes  that  cheer'd. 
That  here  his  nation^s  holy  (brines  were  rear'd. 

He 

a  —  H^t  iis  hopet  bad  cheer'' J.'"'^  After  Gama  had  been  driven 
from  QuUoa  by  a  fudden  ftorm,  the  aflurances  of  the  Mozambic  pilot  that 
the  city  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  ftrongly  inclined  him  to  enter 
the  harbour  of  Mombaze ;  <<  Nee  ullum  locum  (fays  Oforius)  magis  op- 
portunum  curandis  atque  reficiendis  sgrotis  pofle  reperiri.  Jam  eo  tem- 
pore bona  pars  eonim,  qui  cum  Gama  confcenderant,  variis  morbis  con« 

fumpu  fueraty  et  qui  evaferant,  erant  gravi  invaletudine  debilitati 

Tellus  abundat  £rudibus  et  oleribusy  et  frugibus,  et  pecorum  et  armentorum 
gregibus,  et  aquis  duldbus.  Utitur  praeterea  mira  celi  temperie.  Homines 
vivunt  admodum  laute^  et  domos  more  noftro  aediiicant.— Mifit  rex  nuncios, 
qui  Gamam  nomine  iilius  falutarent.  .  .  .  Aiunt  deinde  regionem  iUam 
eife  opulentiflimam,  earumque  rerum  omnium  pleniiTimam,  quanim  gratia 
multi  in  Indiam  navigabant*  Regem  adeo  eife  in  illos  voluntate  propenfum 
ut  nihil  efl*et  tarn  difficile^  quod  non  fe  eorum  gratia  fa^turum  poUiceretur.** 
Ofir. 
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He  a(ks,  if  certain  as  the  pilot  told, 

Me(Iiah*s  lore  had  flourifh'd  there  of  old, 

And  flourifli'd  ftill  ?  The  herald  marked  with  joy 

The  pious  wifli,  and  watchful  to  decoy, 

Mefliah  here,  he  cries,  has  altars  more 

Than  all  the  various  flirines  of  other  lore. 

Overjoyed  brave  Vasco  heard  the  pleafing  tale,^ 

Yet  fear*d  that  fraud  its  viper-fting  might  veil 

Beneath  the  glitter  of  a  fliew  fo  fair ; 

He  half  believes  the  tale,  and  arms  againft  the  fnare. 

With  ^  Gama  faird  a  bold  adventurous  band, 
Whofe  headlong  rage  had  urg'd  the  guilty  hand : 
Stern  juftice  for  their  crimes  had  afk'd  their  bloody 
And  pale  in  chains  condemn'd  to  death  they  ftood  ; 
But  fav'd  by  Gama  from  the  (hameful  death, 
The  b  bread  of  peace  had  feal'd  their  plighted  faith. 

The 

b  Erant  enim  in  ca  claflTe  decern  homines  capite  damnati,  quibus  fucrat 
ca  lege  vita  concefla,  ut  quibufcunque  in  locis  a  Gama  relifti  fuifTi^nt,  rc- 
giones  luftrarent,  hominumque  mores  et  inftituta  cognofcerent.     Ojor. 

During  the  reign  of  Emmanuel,  and  his  predeceflbr  John  II.  few  cri- 
minals were  executed  in  Portugal.  Thefe  great  and  political  princes  em- 
ployed the  lives  which  were  forfeited  to  the  public  in  the  moft  dangerous 
undertakings  of  public  utility.  In  their  foreign  expeditions  the  condemned 
criminals  were  fent  upon  the  moft  hazardous  emergencies.  If  death  was 
their  fate,  it  was  the  puni(hment  they  had  merited :  if  fuccefsful  in  what 
was  required,  their  crimes  were  expiated  j  and  often,  as  in  the  voyage  of 
Gama,  they  rendered  their  country  the  greateft  atonement  for  their  guilt, 
which  men  in  their  circumftances  could  poffibly  make.  Befides  the  merit 
of  thus  rendering  forfeited  lives  of  fervice  to  the  community,  the  Por- 
tugucfc  monarchs  have  the  honour  of  carrying  this  idea  ftill  farther.    They 

were 
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To  give  each  boon  that  human  want  requiresj 

And  every  gem  that  lofty  pride  defires  : 

Then  here,  a  potent  king  your  generous  friend. 

Here  let  your  perilous  toils  and  wandering  fearches  end« 

s 

He  faid  :  Brave  Gama  fmiles  with  heart  fincere, 
And  prays  the  herald  to  the  king  to  bear 
The  thanks  of  grateful  joy :  But  now,  he  cries. 
The  blackening  evening  veils  the  coaft  and  ikies, 
And  through  thefe  rocks  unknown  forbids  to  Acer : 
Tet  when  the  ftreaks  of  milky  dawn  appear 
Edging  the  eaftem  wave  with  filver  hoar. 
My  ready  prows  (hall  gladly  point  to  (hore; 
Aflured  of  friendfhip,  and  a  kind  retreat, 
Aflured  and  proflFer'd  by  a  king  fo  great. 
Yet  mindful  ftill  of  what  his  *  hopes  that  cheer'd. 
That  here  his  nation^s  holy  (brines  were  rearM, 

He 

a  .-^— -  What  Jbis  hopes  bad  chur^d*'^'^  After  Gama  had  been  driven 
from  Quiloa  by  a  fudden  ilorm,  t}«  aflurances  of  the  Mozambic  pilot  that 
the  city  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  ftrongly  inclined  him  to  enter 
the  harbour  of  Mombaze;  <<  Nee  uUum  locum  (fays  Oforius)  magis  op- 
portunum  curandis  atque  reficiendis  sgrotis  pofle  reperiri.  Jam  eo  tem- 
pore bona  pars  eorum,  qui  cum  Gama  confcenderant,  variis  morbis  con* 

fumpu  fueraty  et  qui  evaferant,  erant  gravi  invaletudine  debilitati 

Tellus  abundat  £rudibus  et  oleribu8»  et  frugibus,  et  pecorum  et  armentorum 
gregibus,  et  aquis  dulcibus.  Utitur  praeterea  mira  celi  temperie.  Homlnet 
vivunt  admodum  laute,  et  domos  more  noftro  aediiicant.— Mifit  rex  minciot, 
qui  Gamam  nomine  illius  falutarent.  •  .  .  Aiunt  delnde  regionem  ilkim 
eife  opulentiflimam,  earumque  rerum  omnium  pleniiTimam,  quarum  gratia 
multi  in  Indiam  navigabant.  Regem  adeo  eife  in  illos  voluntate  propenfum 
ut  nihil  efl*et  tarn  difficile^  quod  non  fe  eorum  gratia  fa^turum  poUiceretur.** 
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He  a(ks,  if  certain  as  the  pilot  told, 

Mefliah's  lore  had  flourifli'd  there  of  old, 

And  flourifli'd  ftill  ?  The  herald  marked  with  joy 

The  pious  wifli,  and  watchful  to  decoy, 

Melliah  here,  he  cries,  has  altars^  more 

Than  all  the  various  flirines  of  other  lore. 

Overjoyed  brave  Vasco  heard  the  pleafing  tale,^ 

Yet  fear'd  that  fraud  its  viper-fting  might  veil 

Beneath  the  glitter  of  a  fliew  fo  fair ; 

He  half  believes  the  tale,  and  arms  againft  the  fnare. 

With  ^  Gam  A  failed  a  bold  adventurous  band, 
Whofe  headlong  rage  had  urg'd  the  guilty  hand : 
Stern  juftice  for  their  crimes  had  afk'd  their  bloody 
And  pale  in  chains  condemned  to  death  they  ftood  ; 
But  fav'd  by  Gama  from  the  (hameful  death. 
The  b  bread  of  peace  had  feal'd  their  plighted  faith. 

The 

b  Erant  enim  In  ea  clafTe  decern  homines  capite  damnati,  quibus  fuerat 
ca  lege  vita  conceffa,  ut  quibufcunque  in  locis  a  Gama  relldti  fuiffent,  re- 
giones  luftrarent,  hominumque  mores  et  inftituta  cognofcerent.     Ojor. 

During  the  reign  of  Emmanuel,  and  his  predeceflbr  John  II.  few  cri- 
minals were  executed  in  Portugal.  Thefe  great  and  political  princes  cm- 
ployed  the  lives  which  were  forfeited  to  the  public  in  the  moft  dangerous 
undertakings  of  public  utility.  In  their  foreign  expeditions  the  condemned 
criminals  were  fent  upon  the  moft  hazardous  emergencies.  If  death  was 
tlicir  fate,  it  was  the  punKhment  they  had  merited :  if  fuccefsftil  in  what 
was  required,  their  crimes  were  expiated  j  and  often,  as  in  the  voyage  of 
Gama,  they  rendered  their  country  the  greateft  atonement  for  their  guilt, 
which  men  in  their  circumftances  could  poffibly  make.  Befides  the  merit 
of  thus  rendering  forfeited  lives  of  fervice  to  the  community,  the  Por- 
tugucfc  monarchs  have  the  honour  of  carrying  this  idea  ftill  farther.    They 
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The  coaift  unknown,  when  ordered,  to  explbrci  *    ■       ' 

And  dare  each  danger  of  the  hoftile  ihore : 

From  this  bold  band  he  chofc  the  fubtleft  two,  i  / 

The  port,  the  city,  and  its  ftrcngth  to  view. 

To  mark  if  fraud  its  fecrct  head  betrayed,  ;  ; 

Or  if  the  rites  of  heaven  were  there  difplayed.    ; 

With  coftly  giftsj  as  of  their  truth  fecure,  r . 

The  pledge  that  Gam  A  deem'd  their  faith  was  pure, 

Thefe  two  his  heralds  to  the  king  he  fends : 

The  faithlefs  Moors  depart  as  fmiling  friends. 

Now  thro'  the  wave  they  cut  their  foamy  way. 

Their  chearful  fongs  reibunding  through  the  bay : 

And  now  on  (hore  the  wondering  natives  greet. 

And  fondly  hail  the  ftrangers  from  the  fleet. 

The  prince  their  gifts  with  friendly  vows  receives. 

And  joyful  welcome  to  the  Lufians  gives ; 

Where'er  they  pafs,  the  joyful  tumult  bends. 

And  through  the  town  the  glad  applaufe  attends. 

But  he  whofe  cheeks  with  youth  immortal  (hone. 

The  God  whofe  wondrous  birth  two  mothers  own, 

Whofe 

were  the  firft  who  devifed  that  mod  political  of  all  punifliments,  tranf- 
portation  to  foreign  fettlements.  India  and  the  Brazils  received  their  cri- 
minals ;  many  of  whom  became  afterwards  ufeful  members  to  focicty. 
When  the  fubjeft  thus  obtrudes  the  occaflon,  a  fliort  digreflion,  it  is  lioped, 
will  be  pardoned.  While  every  feeling  breaft  muft  be  pleafed  with  the  wif- 
dom  and  humanity  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchs^  indignation  and  regret  mud 
rife  on  the  view  of  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  penal  laws  of  England.  What 
multitudes  every  year,  in  the  prime  of  their  life,  end  their  days  by  the  hand 
of  the  executioner  ?  That  the  legiflature  might  dcvife  means  to  make  the 
greated  part  of  thtfe  lives  ufeful  to  fociety,  isa/adl,  which  furely  cannot  be 
difputed  ; — though  perhaps  the  remedy  of  an  evil  fo  ihocking  (o  humapity^ 
may  be  at  fome  diftance. 
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Wbofi:  lage  had  ftill  (be  wanderiog  fleet  aoiwyed,        "^ 

Nov  in  the  town  Us  giulefiil  n^  eai{dof6d.  . 

A  Chiiftiaa  piieft  he  ftem'd }  m  fonqptiioiit  «  fliine 

He  xeai^d,  aad  tended  vith  die  ritei  difine : 

O^er  die  fair  ahar  waved  the  cro&  on  higb«  ' 

Upheld bjang^ kauog {rem  the  flcjr } 

Defcendwg  o'er  the  Viigufa  facfcd  head 

So  white, .  fb  pare,  the  H0I7  S^rit  rpiead 

The  dove-Uke  piAured  wingSy  ib  piue,  lb  whil«| 

And,  horerkig  o^ev  the  ^efen  twehre^  al%ht' 

The  tongues  of  hallowed  fife.    Amaaeit  oppicft^  '  • 

With  £M«d  awe  their  tnmbled  looks  confeft 

The  infj^ng  Godhead,  a^  the  prophetfs  glow^ 

Wlucb  gave  each  hn^ge  fiom  ijlheiir  lips  to  Bow. 

Where  dins  the  gnilefol  power  Ids  magic  wtoaght, 

De  Gama's  heralds  by  the  guides  are  brought : 

On  bended  knees  low  to  the  earth  they  fall. 

And  to  the  Lord  of  Heaven  in  tranfport  call ; 

While  the  feign'd  prieft  awakes  the  cenfer's  fire. 

And  clouds  of  incenfe  round  the  (hrine  afpire. 

With  chearfiil  welcome  here,  carefs'd,  they  day. 

Till  bright  Auroral  meflenger  of  day, 

Walk'd 

«  On  iif  the  ptBure  rf  that  Jbape  be  placU, 
Jn  vfbkb  the  Holy  ^rit  £d  aright^ 
The  ^ure  of  the  Dotfe,  Jo  vbite,  fo  chap. 
On  the  biefi  yirpn's  bead,  fo  cbafie,  fo  white. 
In  thefe  linet,  the  beil  of  all  FanOiaw^  the  happy  repetition  **  fo  chafte^ 
k>  wliite/*  is  a  beauty  which,  though  not  contained  in  the  originaly  the 
piefent  tranOator  was  unwiUhig  to  k>fe. 
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Walked  forth ;  and  now  the  fun's  refplcndent  rays. 
Yet  half  emerging  o'er  the  waters,  blaze. 
When  to  the  fleet  the  Moorilh  oars  again 
Dafli  the  curFd  waves,  and  waft  the  guileful  train : 
The  lofty  decks  they  mount.     With  joy  elate. 
Their  friendly  welcome  at  the  palace-gate. 
The  king's  iincerity,  the  people's  care. 
And  treafures  of  the  coaft  the  i|}ies  declare : 
Nor  pad  untold  what  moft  their  joys  infpired. 
What  moft  to  hear  the  valiant  chief  defired. 
That  their  glad  eyes  had  feen  the  rites  divine. 
Their  country's  worfliip,  and  the  facred  fhrine. 
The  pleafing  tale  the  joyful  Gama  hears ; 
Dark  fraud  no  more  his  generous  bofom  fears : 
As  friends  (incere,  himfelf  fincere,  he  gives 
The  hand  of  welcome,  and  the  Moor's  receives. 
And  now,  as  confcious  of  the  deftin'd  prey. 
The  faithlefs  race,  with  fmiles  and  geftures  gay. 
Their  Mffs  forfaking,  Gama's  fliips  afcend. 
And  deep  to  ftrike  the  treacherous  blow  attend. 
On  fliore  the  truthlefs  monarch  arms  his  bands. 
And  for  the  fleet's  approach  impatient  ftandss 
That  foon  as  anchor'd  in  the  port  they  rode 
Brave  Gama's  decks  might  reek  with  Lufian  blood : 
Thus  weening  to  revenge  Mozambic's  fate. 
And  give  full  furfeit  to  the  Moorilh  hate ; 
And  now,  their  bowfprits  bending  to  the  bay. 
The  joyful  crew  the  ponderous  anchors  weigh. 

Vol.  I.  E  Their 
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Their  fliouts  the  while  rcfounding.    To  the  gale 
With  eager  hands  they  fpread  the  fore-fnaft  £ul« 
But  love's  fair  queen  the  fecret  fr^ud  beheld ; 
Swift  as  an  arrow  o'er  the  battle-field,. 
From  heaven  (he  darted  to  the  watery  plabiy 
And  caird  the  £ea-born  nymphs,  a  lovely  train. 
From  Nereus  fprung;  the  ready  nymphs  obey. 
Proud  «  of  her  kindred  birth,  and  own  her  fway. 

She 

«  Proud  of  her  kindred  ^iV/i&.— The  French  tranflator  has  the  foUowins 
note  on  this  place :  *•  Cet  endroit  eft  run  de  ceux  qui  montrent  combien  PAutnr 
**  eft  habile  dam  la  ntytbologiSf  tt  en  tneme  terns  combien  de  p^mtrstiam  fin  sH^crie 
**  demande.  Jly  a  bien  feu  degem^  qui  en  lijant  in,  &c.  This  is  one  of  the 
'<  places  which  difcover  o«r  Author's  intimate  acquaintance  with  mjrtfao- 
"  logy,  and  at  the  fame  time  how  much  attention  hi«  allegory  requires. 
'«  Many  readers,  on  finding  that  the  prote£h«fs  of  the  Lufians  fprung  from 
*'  the  fea,  would  be  apt  to  exclaim.  Behold  the  birth  ef  the  terreftrial 
*<  Venus!  How  can  a  nativity  fo  difgraccful  be  afcribed  to  the  celeftial 
"  Venus,  who  reprefents  religion  ?  I  anfwer,  that  Camoens  had  not  his  eye 
'*  on  thofe  fables,  which  derive  the  birtli  of  Venus  from  the  foam  ©f  the 
«  waves,  mixed  with  the  blood  which  flowed  from  the  difhoneft  wound 
"  of  Saturn  ;  lie  carries  his  views  higher;  his  Venus  is  from  a  fable  more 
**  noble.  Nigidius  relates,  that  two  fiflies  one  day  conveyed  an  egg  to  tlie 
<*  fea  (hore :  this  egg  was  hatched  by  two  pigeons  whiter  than  fnow,  and 
"  gave  birth  to  the  Aflyrian  Venus,  which,  in  the  pagan  theology,  is  the 
'*  fame  with  the  celeftial :  ihe  inftruded  mankind  in  religion,  gave  the» 
•*  the  leflbns  of  virtue  and  the  laws  of  equity.  Jupiter,  in  reward 
**  of  her  labours,  promifed  to  grant  her  whatever  ihe  defircd.  She  prayed 
'*  him  to  give  immortality  to  the  two  fifhes,  who  had  been  inilrumental 

'*  in  her  birth,  and  the  fiihcs  were  accordingly  placed  in  the  Zodiac 

•*  This  fable  agrees  perfe<aiy  with  religion,  as  I  could  clearly  Ihew;  bat 
•*  I  think  it  more  proper  to  leave  to  the  ingenious  reader  the  pleafure  of 
**  tracing  the  allegory.**  Thus  Caftera. — Befides  the  above,  mythology  gives 
two  other  accounts  of  the  origin  of  the  fign  Pifces.  When  Venus  and  Cu^d 
fled  from  the  rage  of  Typhon,  they  were  faved  by  two  fl(hes,  who  carried 
them  over  the  river  Euphrates.  The  fiflies,  in  return,  were  placed  in  the  Zo- 
diac. Another  fable  fays  that,  that  favour  was  obtained  by  Neptune  for  Ae 
in'o  dolphins,  who  firft  brought  him  his  beloved  A mphitrite.  This  variety  in 
•  .the 


She  tells  what  mn  thwats  icr  f ar'nte  race;  . 
Unwonted  ardour  glows  on  every  face  y 

With  keen  rapidity  they  beiuid  away, 

Daih'd  by  their  filver  limbs,  die  t>illows  grey 
Foam  round  t  Fair  Doto,  fil^d  with  rftge  diyinc. 
Darts  through  the  wave$  aiid  onward  o'er  t}ie  brin« 
The  '  lovely  Nyfc  and  Nerine  fpring 
With  all  the  vehemence  and  the  fpeed  of  wing. 

Thtr 

the  pasan  mythology  is,  at  kail,  ,a  proof  that  the  jJIcgory  of  a  ppet  ought 
not,  without  full  examiilation,  to  be  condemned  on  the  appearante  of  in«> 
confiilency. 

f  Doto,  Nyfty  and  Nerine.t^-Cloto,  or  Clptho,  as  Caftera  obferv^s,  has  by 
fome  error  crept  into  almofl  all  the  Portuguefe  editions  of-  the  Luilad. 
Clptho  was  one  of  the  £atejs,  and  neither  HeAod,  Horner^  nor  Virgil  hav© 
given  fuch  a  name  to  any  of  the  Nereides  j  but  in  tlie  ninth  i®neid  Doto  is 
tientloned, 

«  ■    ■         Aiagttlqtfe  jMbeb^ 
JEfuoris  ejfe  Deas,  fuaVn  Nerna  Doto 
Et  G€datf  fiattjpumaniem  ftfion  ppntum. 

The  Nereides,  in  the  Lufiad,  (ays  Camera,  are  the  virtues  dlvin?  and  hu« 
n^n.    In  the  firft  book  they  accompany  the  Portuguefe  fleet ; 
>  hefort  the  bounAng  prowt 

Hbt  lavdy  formi  tf  Je4-bprn  nympU  artff. 

«*  And  without  doubt,  fays  be,  this  allegory,  in  a  lively  manner,  reprcfcnts 
the  condition  of  mankind.  The  virtues  languilh  in  repcfe ;  «dverfitics  ani- 
mate and  awake  them.  The  fleet  £ai|ing  before  a  favourable  vvind  is  fol«i 
lowed  by  the  Nereides,  but  the  Nereides  are  fcattered  about  in  the  fea. 
When  danger  becomes  imminent,  Venus,  or  Religion,  aflembles  them  to  its 
fafety.**  That  ^is  manner  of  allegory  is  in  the  true  ipiclt  of  Ho^jMcr,  fee 
the  note  on  the  allegoncal  macihlnery  of  that  gr«at  father  of  ppetry,  i^ar 
the  «i^  of  the  fixth  LuTiad.  Thf  foUowing,  from  Caft^A,  U  indeed  highly 
pedantic.  *'  Doco,  continues  be,  is  derived  $rom  the  yerb  Lii^fAi^  ^ i,^^» 
<«  Acc^rdieg  1»  t^f  ctymolpgy  I^ptp  is  Charity,  Nyfe  is  Hope*  9pd  Nfirii^e 
««  Faith.  For  the  name  Nyfe  comes  from  Ni«,  I  ftmm.  For  the  adion  of 
€^ope  agrees  with  that  of  fwimming,  and  is  the  fymbol  of  it.  Neieine  i$  a 
«  teitn  compofed  of  wVkj  an  pJd  WOrd>  which  fi^qifies  tbf  waters  of  the  fea, 
.  Ei  "and 
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Thcr  curving  billows  to  their  breads  divide. 

And  give  a  yielding  paflage  through  the  tide. 

With  furious  fpecd  the  goddefs  rufh'd  before  j 

Her  beauteous  form  a  joyful  Triton  bore^ 

Whofe  eager  face,  with  glowing  rapture  fired. 

Betrayed  the  pride  which  fuch  a  tafk  infpired. 

And  now  arriv'd,  where  to  the  whiftling  wind 

The  warlike  navy's  bending  mails  reclined. 

As  through  the  billows  rufh'd  the  fpeedy  prows. 

The  nymphs,  dividing,  each  her  ftation  chofe. 

Againft  the  leader's  prow,  her  lovely  breaft 

With  more  than  mortal  force  the  goddefs  preft ; 

The  fliip  recoiling  trembles  on  the  tide. 

The  nymphs  in  help  pour  round  on  every  fide, 

From  the  dread  bar  the  threaten'd  keels  to  fave ; 

The  fliip  bounds  up,  half  lifted  from  the  wave. 

And,  trembling,  hovers  o'er  the  watery  grave. 

As  when  alarm'd,  to  fave  the  hoarded  grain, 

The  care-earn'd  ftote  for  winter's  dreary  reign. 

So  toil,  fo  tug,  fo  pant,  the  labouring  emmet  train 

So  toil'd  the  nymphs,  and  ftrain'd  their  panting  force 

To  turn  ^  the  navy  from  its  fatal  courfe : 

Back, 

**  and  of  pu»j,  a  fie ;  as  if  one  fhould  fay,  the  fie  oftbefea  waters,  a  myAcrious 
**  expreffion,  applicable  to  Faith,  which  is  the  file  of  our  foul,  and  which 
**  is  rendered  perfeft  by  the  water  of  baptifm."  Our  French  paraphrift 
wifely  adds,  that  perhaps  fome  perfons  may  defpife  tWs  etymology,  but  that 
for  his  part,  he  is  unwilling  to  rejed  it,  as  it  tends  to  unravel  the  allegory 
of  his  author. 

o  Imitated  from  Virgil.  ^ 

Cymotboefmuly  ct  Triton  adnixtis  acuto 
Dctrudunt naves fcofuio,'      ..  i...    ..Virc.  Mti,  u 


} 
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Back,  back  the  fhip  recedes ;  in  vain  the  crew 

With  ihouts  on  (bouts  their  various  toils  renew; 

la  vain  each  nerve,  each  nautic  art  they  ftrain. 

And  the  rough  wind  diftends  the  fail  in  vain : 

Enraged,  the  failors  fee  their  labours  croft  5 

From  fide  to  fide  the  reeling  helm  is  toft  5 .      . 

High  on  the  poop  the  fcilf ul  matter  ftands  5 

Sudden  he  ihrieks  aloud»  and  fpreads  bis  hands—— 

A  lurking  rock  its  dreadful  riftS  betWys, 

And  right  before  the  prow  its  ridge  difplays.; 

Loud  fhrieks  of  horror  from  the  yard-arms  rife. 

And  a  dire  general  yell  invadesr  the  ikies. 

The  Moors  ftart,  fear-ftruck,  at  the  horrid  found. 

As  if  the  rage  of  combat  roar'd  around. 

Pale  are  their  lips,  each  look  in  wild  amaze 

The  horror  of  detedred  guilt  betrays. 

Pierc'd  by  the  glance  of  Gama's  awful  eyes 

The  confcious  pilot  quits  the  helm  and  flies, 

From  the  high  deck  he  plunges  in  the  brine ; 

His  mates  their  fafety  to  the  waves  confign  j 

Dafh*d  by  their  plunging  falls  on  every  fide 

Foams  and  boils  up  around  the  rolling  tide. 

Thus  ^  the  hoarfe  tenants  of  the  fylvan  lake, 

A  Lycian  race  of  old^  to  flight  betake ; 

At 

*  Thus  the  hoarfe  tenants,  Latona,  (ays  the  fable,  flying  from  the  fcr- 

pent  Python,  and  fjaint  with  third,  came  to  a  pond,  where  fome  Lycian 
pealants  were  cutting  the  bulrulhes.  In  revenge  of  the  infults  which  they 
offered  hq:  in  preventinis  her  to  drink,  flie  changed  them  into  frogs.    This 

E3  fable, 
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At  every  found  they  difead  Latona*d  hate. 
And  doubled  ttngtteatt  of  their  totmtt  fate ; 

An 

fable,  fays  Caibra,  like  almoft  all  the  reil,  is  drawn  from  blitory.  PtiiloconiSy 
as  cited  by  Boccaqr>  rriatds;  that  the  khodians  haying  declared  war  apiiiift 
the  Lycians,  were  affifted  by  fome  troops  frotxi  Delos,  who  carried  the 
image  of  Latona  on  fhilt  Asatdir^,  A  detachment  of  thefe  ffnAt  ^  ^^iA 
at  a  lake  in  Lycia>.  a  crowd  of  peaiants  endeavoured  to  prevent  thfiOL  An 
encounter  enfued  y  the  peafants  fled  to  the  lake  for  fhelvtr,  and  were  tiiere 
Hain.  Some  ttiMths  iflefwards  their  obrapaluoAs  came  In  l<sar^  oi  (heir 
corpfes;  and  finding  an  unufual  quantity  of  frogs,  imagined,  according  to 
the  fuperflition  of  their  age,  that  the  Ibuls  of  their  friends  appeared  to  them 
tinder  that  metamorphoAik- 

Is  it  allowable  ifi  £pia  Poetry  .to  kitrodvce.  a  aomparilbn  taken  Jtom  a  loir 
image  ?  This  is  a  queftion  which  has  exercifed  the  abilities  of  critics  and 
trandators,  till  criticifm  ha^  degenerated  Into  trilling,  and  learning  into  pe- 
dantry. To  ibme  tt:m^  perhaps  appear  necdlefs  to  vindicate  Canoens,  4»a 
point  wherein  he  is  fupported  by  the  authority  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  ^et 
as  many  readers  are  infcfied  witii  thftjki/g  fir&id  of  a  Hollin  or  a  Pernnilty  in 
obfervation  in  defence  of  our  poet  cannot  be  thought  impertinent.  If  we 
examine  the  fined  effufions  of  genius,  We  (hall  find,  that  the  moft  genuine 
poetical  feeiing  has  often  didtated  thcfe  fimilles  which  are  drawn  from  iiiml- 
liar  and  low  objeds.  The  Sacred  Writers,  and  the  greateft  poets  of  every 
ration,  have  ufed  them.  We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  the  criticifin 
which  condemns  them  is  a  refinement  not  foond«d  on  nature.  But,  allow- 
ing them  admifliblc,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  to  render  them  pleafing  re- 
quires a  peculiar  happinefs  and  delicacy  of  management.  When  the  poet 
attains  this  indifpenfibie  point,  he  gives  a  ftriking  proof  of  his  elegance,  and 
of  his  mafterfliip  in  his  art.  That  the  fimilies  of  the  emmets  and  of  the 
frogs  in  Camoens  are  happily  cxprefled  and  applied.  Is  indifputahk.  In 
tliat  of  the  frogs  there  is  a  peculiar  propriety  both  in  the  comparifon  itfelf, 
and  in  the  allufion  to  the  fable ;  as  it  was  the  intent  of  the  poet  to  lepre- 
fent  not  only  the  fiight,  but  the  bafenefs  of  the  Moors.  The  fimilie  be 
feems  to  have  copied  from  Dante,  Inf.  Cant*  9. 

Come  le  rane  innanzi  a  la  nemlca 
Bifcia  per  I'^acqua  Ji  dileguaii*  tutte 
Fin  cbe  a  la  terra  dajcuna  s'abbica. 

And  Cant.  22. 

tl  come  a  t'crlo  de  Vacqua  d'unfoffo 
Stan*  il  ranoccbi  pur  col  mujofuori 
iSi*  cbe  celano  i  p'tedi^  e  Valtro  %roJfo^ 
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All  fuddcn  plunging  leave  the  iiwrgin  grecfn. 

And  but  their  heads  above  the  pool  ate  fecn. 

So  plung'd  the  Moors,'  when,  horrid  to  bchoW ! 

From  the  bar'd  rock'-s  dread  jaws  the  billows' toird. 

Opening  in  inftantfate  the  fleet  to  whefax,  - 

When  ready  Vasco  ^aoght  the  ftaggering  helm  r 

Swift  as  his  lofty  voice  refounds  aloud 

The  ponderous  anchors  dafh  the  whitemng  floods 

And  round  his  vcffef,  nodding  o^er  the  tide. 

His  other  ihipSi  bound  by  their  anehors,  ride. 

And  now  revolving  in  his|ncrcing  thought 

Thefe  various  fcencs  with  hidden  import  fraught  ;* 

The  boaftful  pilot's  felf-aeeufing  flight. 

The  former  treafon  of  the  Moorifli  fpight  5 

How  headlong  to  the  rock  the  furious  wind. 

The  boiling  current,  and  theif  art  combined, 

Yet  though  the  groaning  blafl:  the  canvas  fwell'd. 

Some  wondrous  caufe,  unknown,  thcii^fpeed  withheld: 

Amaz'd,  with  hands  high  rais'd,  and  fparkling  eyes, 

A  *  miracle !  the  raptur'd  Gam  a  cries. 

Ami- 

I  A  i»irtff/<f.— ^Oforius  gives  the  following  account  of  this  adventure. 
Talking  of  the  two  exiles  whom  Gama  had  fent  on  ihore  ;  Rex  Ixta  et  hllari 
ironte  exules  accepit,  imperavitque  doniefUcis  fuis,  ut  iUis  urbis  iitum  et 
pulchritudinem  demonftrarent.  Ubi  vero  reverfi  funt,  Rex  multa  aromatum 
genera,  qux  ex  India  deportari  folent,  illis  oflentat,  et  quantulum  vlfum 
eft  donat,  ut  Gamae  monilrare  poflent,  et  admonere,  quanto  eflet  utilius 
apud  regem  amicum  rem  gertre,  quam  vitam  tarn  periculofae  navigation! 
conunlttere.  Cum  his  mandatis  redeunt  exules  in  claiTem,  Gama  mirificS 
Isetatus  eft,  et  poftridie  anchors s  tolli  jubet,  et  naves  prope  urbem  conftitui. 
Cum  verb  illius  navis  zftus  incitati  vi  celerius,  quam  commodum  eftet,  in- 
vehcretu)",  timens  llle  n§  in  vadum  incideret,  vela  contnherf  et  anchoray 

£  4  demitiere 
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A  miracle !  O  hail  thou  facred  fign^ 

Thou  pledge  illuftrious  of  the  care  divine ! 

Ah !  fraudful  malice !  how  fhall  wifdom^s  care 

Efcape  the  poifon  of  thy  gilded  fnare ! 

The  front  of  honefty,'  the  faintly  fhevir^ 

The  fmile  of  friendihip^  and  the  holy  vow ; 

All,  all  conjoin'd  our  eafy  faith  to  gain. 

To  whelm  us,  (hipwrecVd,  in  the  ruthlefs  main  ; 

But  where  our  prudence  no  deceit  could  fpy» 

There,  heavenly  guardian,  there  thy  watchful  eye 

Beheld  our  danger:  ftill,  O  ftill  prevent, 

Where  human  forefight  fails,  the  dire  intent. 

The  lurking  treafon  of  the  fmiliug  foe ; 

And  let  our  toils,  our  days  of  lengthening  woe. 

Our  weary  wanderings  end.     If  ftill  for  thee^ 

To  fpread  thy  rites,  our  toils  and  vows  agree. 

On  India's  ftrand  thy  facred  fhrines  to  rear,  - 

Oh,  let  fome  friendly  land  of  reft  appear ! 

If  for  thine  honour  we  thefe  toils  have  dar'd, 

Thefe  toils  let  India's  long-fought  (hore  reward ! 

So 

demittere  confeftim  juflit Quo  fadlo  Mozambiquenfes  gubernatotcs 

metu  repentino  perculH^  fe  praecipites  in  mare  dejiciunt^  et  ad  lintre^ 
quafdaniy  quae  non  procul  aberat,  nando  confugiunt.  ....  At  Gama 
magnis  vocibus  ad  eos,  qui  in  lintribus  erant,  inclamavit,  ut  fibi  fuos  gu- 
bematores  redderent :  at  ill!  clamores  iHius  afpernati,  gubematores  in  terrain 
expofuerunt.  Hie  Cama  cum  et  conjedlura,  ct  aliquo  etiam  Arabis  gu- 
bematoris  indicio,  et  multis  praeterea  iignis,  perfpexiflet  e  quanto  peri« 
culo  fuiiTet  auxilio  divino  liberatus,  manus  in  coelum  fuftulit.  Barros  and 
Caftaneda,  in  relating  this  part  of  the  voyage  of  Gama,  fay,  that  the  fleet, 
Juft  as  they  were  entering  the  port  of  Mombaifa,  were  driven  back,  as  it 
\vere,  by  an  invifiblc  hand.  The  fafcty  of  the  Armada  depended  upon  this 
cirQ\imAancc. 
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So  fpoke  the  chief:  the  pious  accents  mote 
The  gentle  bofom.of  celeftial  Love  : 
The  beauteous  queen  to  heaven  now  darts  away  ; 
In  vain  the  weeping  nymphs  implore  her  ftay: 
Behind  her  now  the  morning  ftar  (he  leaves. 
And  the  ^  Cxth  heaven  her  lovely  form  receives. 
Her  radiant  eyes  fuch  living  fplcndors  caft. 
The  fparkling  ftars  were  brightened  as  (he  paft ; 
The  frozen  pole  with  fudden  ftreamlets  flowed. 
And  as  the  burning  zone  with  fervor  glow'd. 
And  now,  confeft  before  the  throne  of  Jove, 
In  all  her  charms  appears  the  queen  of  Love : 
Flu(h'd  by  the  ardour  of  her  rapid  flight 
Through  fields  of  sether  and  the  realms  of  light. 
Bright  as  the  blu(hes  of  the  rofeate  morn. 
New  blooming  tints  her  gloviring  cheeks  adorn ; 
And  all  that  pride  of  beauteous  grace  (he  wore. 
As  *  when  in  Ida's  bower  (he  flood  oiF  yore. 

When 

^  As  the  planet  of  Jupiter  is  in  4he  fixth  heaven,  the  Author  has  with 
propriety  there  placed  the  throne  of  that  god.    Caftera. 

'  j4s  tvben  In  Ida's  bmver  Jbe  flood  of  yore y 
— —  **  J'^entends  Us  cenfeurs,  fays  Caftera,  fe  recrier  que  cet  endrott-ei  ne  con^ 
**  vxtnt  nuliement  a  la  Venus  celejie.'^^l  am  aware  of  the  objection,  that  this 
<«  paiTage  is  by  no  means  applicable  to  the  celeflial  Venus.  I  anfwer 
*<  once  for  all,  that  the  names  and  adventures  of  the  pagan  divinities  are  fo 
^*  blended  and  uncertain  in  mythology,  that  a  poet  is  at  great  liberty  to 
**  adapt  them  to  his  allegory  as  he  pleafes.  Even  the  fables,  which  to  thofe 
**  who  penetrate  no  deeper  than  the  rhind,  may  appear  as  profane,  even 
^*  thefe  contain  hiftorical,  phylical,  and  moral  truths,  which  fully  atone  for 
«<  the  feeming  licenciouihefs  of  the  letter«  I  could  prove  this  in  many  in- 
*<  ftances,  but  let  the  prefcnt  fuffice.  Paris,  fon  of  Priam,  king  of  Troy, 
*^  fyttit  his  firil  years  as  a  ihepherd  in  the  country.    At  this  time  Juno, 

**  Minerva, 
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When  every  charm  and  crery  hope  of  joy 

Enraptured  and  allured  the.  Trojan  boy. 

Ah !  »  had  that  huixter>  whofe  unhappy  fato 

The  human  Tiiage  loft  by  Dian's  hate. 

Had  he  beheld  thisfairer  goddefs  niove 

Not  hounds  had  flain  him,  but  the  fires  of  love. 

Adown  her  ncqk,  more  white  than  virgin  fnow. 

Of  fofteft  hue  the  golden  treflcs  flov$   .         . 

Her  heaving  breafta  of  purer,  fofter  wlute. 

Than  fnow  hiHs  gliftening  in  the  moon's  pale  light. 

Except  where  covered  by  the  fa(h,  were  bare. 

And  *  Love,  unfeen,  fmil'd  foft,  and  panted  there. 

Nor  lefs  the  zone  the  god's  fond  zeal  employs ; 

The  zone  awakes  the  flame  of  fecret  joys. 

As 

<<  Minerva,  and  Venas  difputed  for  the  apple  of  gold,  which  was  deiUncd 
*'  to  be  given  to  the  moft  beautiful  goddefs.  They  confented  that  Paris 
<«  fliould  be  dielr  judge.  His  equity  claimed  this  honour.  He  faw  them 
*'  all  naked.  Juno  promifed  him  riches,  Minerva  the  fciences,  but  he  dc« 
**  cidcd  in  favour  of  Venus,  who  promifed  him  the  pofleflion  of  the  moft 
«  beautiful  woman.  What  a  ray  of  light  is  contained  in  this  philofophical 
<<  iable!  Paris  reprefents  a  (ludious  m%n,  who,,  in  the  iiknce  of  foUtude, 
<«  feeks  the  fupreme  good.  Juno  is  the  eniblem  of  riches  and  dignities, 
**  Minerva,  that  of  the  fciences  purely  human,  Venus  is  that  of  religion, 
*^  which  contains  the  fciences  both  human  and  divine ;  the  charming  female, 
**  which  (he  promifes  to  the  Trojan  fliepherd,  is  that  divine  wifdom  whicU 
**  gives  tranquillity  of  heart.  A  judge  fo  philofophical  as  Paris  would  not 
**  hefitate  a  moment  to  whom  to  give  the  apple  of  gold." 

»  ySbf  had  that  hunter, **  The  allegory  of  Camoens  is  here  obvious.     U 

**  A  Aeon,  and  the  flaves  of  their  violent  pafllons  could  difcovcr  the  beau- 
**  ties  of  true  religion,  they  would  be  aftoniflied  and  reclaimed  ;  according 
**  to  the  expreflion  of  Seneca,  Si  virtus  cerni  pojfet  ucuRs  corforeisf  omnes  9i 
**  amorem  Juum  pelUceret*     Caftera. 

»  AndLovi,  unjeeit,'^-'-**^  That  is  Divine  Love,  which  always  accompanies 
*«  religion.   Behold  how  our  Author  infmuates  the  excellence  of  his  moral  !** 

Camoens, 
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As  ivy  tendrils,  round  her  limbs  ditine  , 

Their  fpreading  arms  the  youitg  defires  entwine: 

Below  her  waift>  and  cjuivcring  on  the  gale. 

Of  thinned  texture  flows  the  filken  veil : 

(Ah !  where  the  lucid  curtain  dimly  (hows. 

With  doubled  fires  the  roving  fancy  glows  f) 

The  hand  of  modcfty  th^  feedings  threw. 

Nor  all  conceaFd,  nor  all  was  given  to  view. 

Yet  her  deep  grief  her  lovely  face  betrays, 

Though  on  her  check  the  foft  fmile  faultering  plays* 

All  heaven  was  movM— as  when  fome  damfel  coy. 

Hurt  by  the  rudenefs  of  the  amorous  boy. 

Offended  chides  and  fmiles ;  with  angry  mien 

Thus  mixt  with  fmiles,  advanced  the  plaintive  queen; 

And  "  thus :  O  Thunderer  \  O  potent  fire ! 

Shall  I  in  vain  thy  kind  itgard  require ! 

Alas !  and  cheri(h  ftill  the  fond  deceit. 

That  yet  on  me  thy  kindeft  fmiles  await ! 

Ah  heaven !  and  muft  that  valour  which  I  love 

Awake  the  vengeance  and  the  rage  of  Jove ! 

Yet  mov*d  with  pity  for  my  fav'rite  race 

I  fpeak,  though  frowning  on  thine  awful  face 

Xmark 

Camoens,  as  obTerved  in  the  preface,  has  twice  ailerted»  that  his  ma« 
chinery  is  allegorica].  The  poet's  alTertion,  arid  the  tafte  of  the  age  in 
which  he  wrote*  fuf&ciently  vindicate  the  sadsavour  to  unravd  and  explain 
the  allegory  of  the  Lufiad. 

o  ^nJ  (bus,  0  TAtfw/er^r.— The  following  fpeech  of  Venus  and  the  reply 
of  Jupiter,  are  a  fine  imitation  tmm  the  Aril  i£nei4,  and  do  great  honottf 
to  the  claflical  taile  of  the  Portuguefe  poet. 
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I  mark  the  tenor  of  the  dread  decree^ 

That  to  thy  wrath  configns  my  fons  and  me. 

Yes  I  let  ftera  Bacchus  blefs  thy  partial  care> 

His  be  the  triumph,  and  be  mine  defpalr. 

The  bold  adventurous  fons  of  Tago's  clime 

I  loved — alas  I  that  love  is  now  their  cringe : 

O  happy  they,  and  profp'rous  gales  their  fate. 

Had  I  purfued  them  with  relentlefs  hate  ! 

Yes !  let  my  woeful  fighs  in  vain  implore. 

Yes  I  let  them  perifh  on  fome  barb'rous  fhore. 

For  I  have  loved  them— Here,  the  fwelling  figh 

And  pearly  tear-drop  rufliing  in  her  eye. 

As  morning  dew  hangs  trembling  on  the  rofe. 

Though  fond  to  fpeak,  her  farther  fpeech  oppofe— 

Her  lips,  then  moving,  as  the  paufe  of  woe 

Were  now  to  give  the  voice  of  grief  to  flow  5 

When  kindled  by  thofe  charms,  whofe  woes  might  move. 

And  melt  the  prowling  tyger*s  rage  to  love. 

The  thundering  God  her  weeping  forrows  ey'd. 

And  fudden  threw  his  awful  ftate  afide : 

With  that  mild  look  which  ftills  the  driving  ftorm. 

When  black  roUM  clouds  the  face  of  heaven  deform ; 

With  that  mild  vifage  and  benignant  mien 

Which  to  the  Iky  reftores  the  blue  ferene. 

Her  fnowy  neck  and  glowing  cheek  he  preft. 

And  wip'd  her  tears,  and  clafp'd  her  to  his  bread : 

Yet  (he,  ftill  fighing,  dropt  the  trickling  tear. 

As  the  chid  nurfling  nu>v'd  with  pride  and  fearj 

$tiU 


BooKii.  THE  L  US  IAD.  tfi 

Still  fighs  and  moans,  though  fondled  and  careft ; 
Till  thus  great  Jove  the  Fates'  decrees  confeft: 
O  thou,  my  daughter,  ftill  belovM  as  fair. 
Vain  arc  thy  fears,  thy  heroes  claim  my  carfe : 
No  power  of  gods  could  e'er  my  heart  incline. 
Like  one  fond  fmile,  one  powerful  tear  of  thine. 
Wide  o'er  the  eaftern  (hores  (halt  thou  behold 
The  flags  far  ftreaming,  and  thy  thunders  roU'd  j 
While  nobler  triumphs  (hall  thy  nation  crown. 
Than  thofe  of  Roman  or  of  Greek  renown. 

If  by  mine  aid  the  fapient  Greek  could  brare 

The  Ogycian  feas,  nor  p  Gnk  a  deathlefs  flave  j 

If  through  th'  Illyrian  fhelves  Antenor  bore. 

Till  fafe  he  landed  on  Timavus'  fliore  i 

If,  by  his  fate,  the  pious  Trojan  led. 

Safe  through  Charibdis's  barking  whirlpools  fped : 

Shall  thy  bold  heroes,  by  my  care  difclaim'd. 

Be  left  to  perifli,  who,  to  worlds  unnam'd 

By  vaunting  Rome,  purfue  their  dauntlefs  way? 

No — foon  (halt  thou  with  ravifli'd  eyes  furvey. 

From  ftream  to  ftream  their  lofty  cities  fpread. 

And  their  proud  turrets  rear  the  warlike  head: 

The  ftern-brow'd  Turk  (hall  bend  the  fuppliant  knee, 

And  Indian  monarchs,  now  fecure  and  free. 

Beneath  thy  potent  monarch's  yoke  (hall  bend. 

Till  thy  juft  laws  wide  o'er  the  caft  extend. 

Thy 

f  ^.^.^Nerfink  a  deatblefs  /Ztfw.-— i.  c.  The  flavc  o£  Calypfo>  who  offered 
Ulyifes  imoiortaUty  on  condition  he  would  live  with  her. 
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Thy  chiefs  who  now  in  error's  circling  maze^ 
Foe  India's  (hore  through  (helves  and  tempeds  ftrays;, 
That  chief  fhalt  Uiou  behold,  with  lordly  pride. 
O'er  Neptune's  trembling  realm  triumphant  ride^ 
O  wondrous  fate !  when  not  a  breathing  "^  gale 
Shall  curl  the  billows,  or  diftend  the  (ail. 
The  wave  (hall  boil  and  tremble,  aw'd  with  dread, 
And  own  the  terror  o'er  their  empire  fpread. 
That  hoftile  coaft,  with  various  ftreams  fupplied, 
Whofe  treacherous  fons  the  fountain's  gifts  deny'd  ; 
That  coaft  (halt  thou  behold  his  port  fupply. 
Where  oft  thy  weary  fleets  in  reft  (hall  lie. 
Each  (hore  which  weav'd  for  him  the  fnares  of  death. 
To  him  thefe  (hores  (hall  pledge  their  offcr'd  faith  $ 
To  him  their  haughty  lords  (hall  lowly  bend. 
And  yield  him  tribute  for  the  name  of  friend. 
The  Red-fea  wave  (hall  darken  in  the  (hade 
Of  thy  broad  fails  in  frequent  pomp  difplay'd ; 
Thine  eyes  (hall  fee  the  golden  Ormuz'  (hore. 
Twice  thine,  twice  conquered,  while  the  furious  Moor, 

Amazed, 

q  _^f^«  not  a  breathing  gali  Jball  cur  J  the  ^/W*.— After  the  Portu^efe 
had  made  great  conquefts  in  India,  Gama  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed 
viceroy.  In  1514,  as  he  Tailed  thklier  to  take  pofleiTion  of  his  government, 
his  fleet  was  becalmed  on  the  coaft  of  Cambaya>  and  the  (hips  (lood  mo* 
tionlefs  on  the  vrater :  inftantly,  without  the  lead  change  of  weather,  the 
waves  were  (hakeo  with  the  snoft  violent  agitation.  The  ihips  were  toflfc4 
about ;  the  failors  were  terrified,  and  in  the  utmofl  confufion,  thinking 
themfelves  loA ;  when  Gama,  perceiving  it  to  be  the  elFe^^  of  an  earthquake, 
with  his  wonted  herolfm  and  prudence,  exclaimed,  **  Of  what  are  you 
afraid?  Do  you  not  fee  how  the  ocean  trembles  under  its  fovcreigns  /'*  BarrOS, 
L.  9.  C.  I.  and  Faria  (torn.  i.  C,  9,)  who  tfays,  U«it  fuch  as  lay  iick  of  ievtrs 
were  cured  by  the  fright. 
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Amazed*  (h^U  vi^vr  jbia  arrows  backward  ^  driven. 
Showered  on  his  kgioas  hj  the  band  of  heairen. 
Though  twice  aflTailed  by  aiaoy  a  vengeful  band, 
Unconquered  dill  fhaJl  Dio'js  ramparts  ftand ; 
Such  prowefs  there  ftall  raife  the  Lxifian  name 
That  Mars  ihall  tremble  for  his  blighted  fame  $ 
There  (hall  the  Moors,  blafpheming,  (ink  in  deatb^ 
And  curfe  their  prophet  with  their  parting  breath. 

Where  Goa's  warlike  ramparts  from  on  high, 

Pleas'd  (halt  thou  fee  thy  Lufian  banners  fly ; 

The  Pagan  tribes  in  chains  (hall  crowd  her  gate. 

While  (he  fublime  (ball  tower  in  regal  (late. 

The  fatal  fcourge,  the  dread  of  all  who  dare 

Againft  thy  fons  to  plan  the  future  war. 

Though  few  thy  troops  who  Conanour  fuftain. 

The  foe,  though  numerous,  fhall  a(rault  in  vain. 

Great  Calicut,  for  potent  hofts  renown'd. 

By  Li(boa's  fons  a(raird  (hall  ftrew  the  ground : 

What  floods  on  floods  of  vengeful  hofl:s  (hall  wage 

On  Cochin's  walls  their  fwift  repeated  rage ! 

In  vain  :  a  *  Lufian  hero  (hall  oppofe 

His  dauntlefs  bofom,  and  difpcrfe  the  foes. 

As 

T  _  i^i  arrows  Backward  irivfn.i— — Both  ISarros  and  Caftaneda  relate 
this  fad.  Albuquerk,  during  the  war  of  OrmHZ,  having  given  battle  to  the 
Perfians  and  Moors,  by  the  violence  of  a  fudden  wind  the  arrows  of  the 
latter  were  driven  back  upon  themfelves,  whereby  many  of  their  troops 
were  wounded. 

«  —  ^  Lufian  bero»''^'-m  Pacheco ;  In  the  ficgc  of  Cochki  lie  defeated 
fucceflively  feven  numerouf  armies  raifed  by  the  Zatnorim  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  city. 
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As  high-fwcird  wavc8>  that  thunder'd  to  the  ihock> 
Difperfe  in  feeble  ftreamlets  from  the  rock. 
When  *  blackenuig  broad  and  far  o'er  A£lium*8  tide 
Auguftus'  fleets  the  flare  of  love  defy'd. 
When  that  fallen  warrior  to  the  combat  led 
The  braveft  troops  in  Badrian  Scythia  bred. 
With  Afian  legions,  and,  his  fhameful  bane. 
The  Egyptian  queen  attendant  in  the  train ; 
Though  Mars  raged  high,  and  all  his  fury  pour'd. 
Till  with  the  ftorm  the  boiling  furges  roar'd ; 
Yet  (hall  thine  eyes  more  dreadful  fcenes  behold. 
On  burning  furges  burning  furges  roUM, 
The  flieets  of  fire  far  billowing  o'er  the  brine. 
While  I  my  thunder  to  thy  fons  refign. 
Thus  many  a  fea  fliall  blaze,  and  many  a  (hore 
Refound  the  horror  of  the  combat's  roar. 
While  thy  bold  prows  triumphant  ride  along 
By  trembling  China  to  the  ifles  unfung 


By 


*  PFhen  blackemng  broad  and  far  o'er  ABium^s  tide    ■    ■ 
Jlirjc  ope  barbarica  variifque  Antoniui  armis 
ViEiory  ab  Aurora  populis  &  litore  rubro 
JBgyftunti  njirefque  Or'ientis,  &  ultima  fecum 
Ba£fra  veUt :  Jequiturque  nefas  !  JEgyptia  anjux* 
Una  omnes  ruere^  ac  totum  fpumare  reduiiis 
Convuljum  remix  roftrijque  tridentibus  aquor, 
Altapetunt:  pelago  credat  innare  revuljas 
Cycladaiy  aut  montet  concurrere  montibus  altos  : 
Tanta  mole  viri  turritis  puppibus  injiant. 
Stupea  Jiamma  manuy  telijque  volatile  ferrum 
Spargitur :  arva  nova  Neptunia  cade  rube/cunt, 

■  ■■  fxvit  medio  in  eertamine  Mavoru  Vir G.  /En.  vjll. 


By  ancient  bardy  by  ancienf  cMrf  uttkflowni 
TUl  Ocean's  utmoffi  (Sort  tUf  Bottdageh  6i^. 

Thus  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Gadian  ftiand. 
From  the  moft  nord;ierQ  waye  to  fouthmoft  land; 
That  l^nd  disoreed  ta  bear  the  injur -d  name 
Of  Magalhaeijs,^  theJEkifian  •  prkte  and  Bazipoie^ 
From  all  that  vaft,  iho*  crown'd  with  heroes  old. 
Who  with  the  gods  were  deirii-godl(  enrblPdj 
From  all  that  y^  no  elqual  hdroei  flfifie 
To  match  in  arms,^  O  lovely  daughter,  thine* 

So  fpake  the  awful  ruler  of  the  fkies. 

And  M^itf's  fan  fwift^ at  his^ihandate  flies': 

His  charge,  fr&m  ttedfoh  aild  Mombafla's^  king  . 

The  weary  fleet  in  friendly  port  to  bring. 

And  while  "in  ikep  the  braVe  Db  GAAfA  lajr. 

To  watni  and'  feir  th^  fliorie  of  reft  difplay. 

Fleet  through  the  yifeldiiig  air  Cyllcnitt»  glides. 

As  to  the  light,*  the  nimble  aiir  diYided. 

The  my  (lie  helmet  on  his  head  he  wore^ 

And  in  his  right  tlie  fatal  rod  he  ^  bore ; 

That 

tt  The  Lufian  ^ufi  <»R/)(^M».-uAlflgalhaens>  a  mod  celebrity  liaTigator* 
Neglected  by  John  II.  king  of  Portugal,  he  ofTered  his  fervice  to  the  king- 
dom of  Spain,  under  Whbiti'he  made  moft'  important  diftdydrite  ro^nd  tht 
Straits,  which  bear  his  name,  and  in  the  back  parts  of  South  America ;  ac* 
quirements,  which  at  this  day  are  of  the  utmoft  value  to  the  Spaniih  em- 
pire.   Of  this  hero  fee  farther,  X'.  Lufiad)  in  the  note*. 

^ The  fatai  rod  be  borti 

*tum  virgam  ca^t  :  hoc  animas  U/e  evocat  Oreo 
Pallentes,  'aRas'fiilf-lriJIui^Ty^ltr'a  mlttit. 

Dot  f9mnos  adimitfue,  &  lumna  mrte  repgnetm         ViKCt  iSm  it* 
Vol.  I.  F 


A  nobk  band  bad  leacb'd  tbe  .£diiop  ibore, 
Tbrongb  fcas  and  dangers  neter  daied  before : 
The  godlike  dicad  attempt  tbeir  wonder  fiies. 
Their  generous  wonder  fond  regard  infpires» 
And  all  the  city  glows  their  ud  to  give. 
To  view  the  heroes,  and  their  wants  relieve. 

'Twas  now  the  folemn  hour  when  midnight  reigns^ 
And  dimly  twinkling  o'er  the  ethereal  plains 
The  ftarry  hoft,  by  gloomy  filence  led. 
O'er  earth  and  fea  a  glimmering  palenels  (bed  ; 
When  to  the  fleet,  which  hemm'd  with  dangers  lay^ 
The  (ilver-wing'd  Cyllenius  darts  away. 
Each  care  was  now. in  foft  oblivion  fteep'd. 
The  watch  alone  accuftom'd  vigils  kept ; 
E'en  Gama,  wearied  by  the  day's  alarms. 
Forgets  his  cares,  reclined  in  flumber's  arms. 
Scarce  had  he  clofed  his  careful  eyes  in  reft. 
When  Maia's  ion  in  viCon  ftood  confeft : 
And  fly,  he  cried,  O  Lufitanian,  fly ; 
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Oh  fly  thefe  (hores^  unfurl  the  gatherM  fail, 
LOf  heaven^  thy  guide,  commands  the  rifing  gale  ; 
Hark^  loud  it  ruftles,  fee>  the  gentle  tide 
Invites  thy  prbws ;  the  winds  thy  lingeriiig  chide. 
Here  fuch  dire  welcome  is  for  thee  prepared 

As  '  Diomed^'s  unhappy  ftratigers  (hared ; 

.    ••  •  •       '    ( ■  .  -■." 

His  haplefs  guefts  at  filent  niidhight  bled. 

On  their  torii  limbs  his  friortiiig  courfers  fed. 

Oh  fly,  or  here  with  ftrangers'  blood  imbrewM 

Bufiris'  altars  thou  fhalt  find  renewed : 

Amidft  his  flaughte'r'd  guefts  his  altars  ftood  * 

Obfcene  with  gore,  and  bark'd  with  human  blood : 

Then  thou,  beloved  of  heaven,  my  counfel  hear  j 

Right  by  the  coaft  thine  onward  journey  fteer. 

Till  where  the  fun  of  noon  no  (hade  begets. 

But  day  with  night  in  equal  tenor  fets. 

A  fovereign  there,  of  generous  faith  unftain'd. 

With  ancient  bounty,  and  with  joy  unfeign'd 

Your  glad  arrival  on  his  fhore  (hall  greet. 

And  footh  with  every  care  your  weary  fleet. 

And 

X  j^s  Dtomei*i  unhaffy  ftrangers^'-^Diomede,  a  tyrant  of  Thrace,  who  fed 
his  horfes  with  human  fldh ;  a  thing,  fays  the  grave  Cailera,  prefqueitt" 
creyabJe^  ahnoft  incredible.  Bufiris  was  a  king  of  Egypt,  who  fecrificed 
ilrangers. 

^x  —  Ulaudatl  nejdt  'Bufiruiis  aras  f  Vi «  g .  Geor.  iit. 

Hercules  yanquiflied  both  thefc  tyrants,  and  put  them  to  the  fame  punifli- 
ments  which  their  cruelty  had  inaifted  on  others.  Ifocratcs  compofed  an 
oration  in  honour  of  BuCris ;  a  mafterly  example  of  Attic  raillery  and  fatire. 
To  this  Caftcra  wifely  appeals,  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  hiftory  of  that 

tyrant.  

Fa 


HekiDg  in  ambient  air,  De  Gama  wak^s. 

Qiill'd  with  amaax  he  ftogd,  when  thioiigh  the  oj^jkt 

With  fodden  raj  appeared  the  borfting  light; 

The  winds  loud  whiazing  through  the  cordage  figb'dr- 

Spread,  fpread  the  (ail,  the  raptured  Vasco  cried  ^: 

Aloft,  aloft,  this,  this  the  gale  of  heaven  ; 

By  heaven  our  guide  th'  aufpicious  fign  is  given  ; 

l^e  eyes  beheld  the  meflenger  divine ; 

O  fly,  he  cried,  and  gave  the  favouring  Ggn, 

Here  treafon  lurks. Swift  as  the  captain  fpakQ- 

The  mariner^  fpring  bounding  to  the  deck. 
And  now  with  fhouts  farrcchobg  o'er  the  fea. 
Proud  of  their  ftrength  the  ponderous  anchors  wceight. 
When  r  heaven  again  its  guardbn  care  difplay^d^ 
Above  the  wave  rofe  many  a  Moorifh  head 
Concealed  by  night  they  gently  fwam  along. 
And  with  their  weapons  fawed  the  cables  ftrong. 


Vm 


That  by  the  fweDIng  Ifiirteils  ^i*}fl'a  and  itdftj 
The  navy's  %l«16k4  Sii^  fe«^  thfe  I'oAy  €oaft : 
But  now  ffifed'^^FSi  fev6fy  litttvt  they  ply,     . 
And  dive,  zM  (Wift  ki  Friglitcn^  Wrmita  fly. 

No\^  threngh^e  lilver  vi^vts  that  curliAg  toie. 
And  gently  naVii'iiHir'd  rondd  the  floping  ^row8> 
The  gallant  fleet  btf ore  the  ftctdy  Wnd 
Sweeps  on,  and  iedv«svion^  fbaihy  tracks  hehiftdi 
While  as  they  fail  th^  jdffiH  cife^tdHte 
Their  wondrous  fafety  from  impending  fate; 
And  every  kdfelrf  f6dh  hd\if  fwSet  thd  jbf 
When  dangert  pad  the  grateful  tbftgHe  eihpfcf. 

The  fun  bkl  now  his  aiii>ti^  joilrhef  fafi/ 
And  blazing  fourth  another  courfe  begub. 
When  fmoothly  ^ding  o*«r  the  hoary  tide 
Two  floG^  afar  the  w^tbhful  maffer  fpied ; 
Their  Moorifli  vi^kt  the  feaman's  art  diffylay'd  5 
Here  Gama  weejDS  to  feted  this  pBot^s  aid : 
One,  bafe  with  fear^  to  certitin  (hipwrdck  flew ;    . 
The  keel  dafli'd  otk  the  flicfre^  efcap^d  thd  crew. 
The  other  bravely  ttufls  Ae  gdrierous  foe. 
And  yields,  ^re  flaugbter  ftruek  tbe  lifted  blofw^ 
Ere  Vulcan's  thunders  bellowed.    Yet  again 
The  captain's  prudence  and  his  wifii  were  vain  f 
No  pilot  here  his.  wandering  courfe  toguide^        .  ^. 
Ho  lip  to  tell  where  rolk  the  Indian  tide ; 
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overjoyed  brsfe  Gama  beard  the  tak,  wbidi  feaFd 
The  facied  truth  diat  Maia's  fon  reveaFd  i 
And  bids  the  pQot,  wam'd  by  hearen  his  gnide^ 
For  fiur  Melinda  turn  the  hehn  aCde. 

Twas  now  the  joYial  feafon^  when  the  mom 
From  Taurus  flames,  when  Amakhea's  horn 
O'er  hill  and  dale  the  rofe-crown'd  Flora  poors. 
And  fcatters  com  and  wine,  and  fruits  and  floweit^ 
Right  to  the  port  their  courfe  the  fleet  purfued. 
And  the  glad  dawn  that  (acred  day  renewed. 
When  with  the  fpoils  of  vanquifli'd  death  adom'd 
To  heaven  the  rvCtor  of  the  tomb  retum'd. 
And  foon  Melinda's  fhore  the  failors  fpy; 
From  every  mafl:  the  purple  dreamers  fly  ; 
Rich-figured  tap'ftry  now  fupplies  the  fail. 
The  gold  and  fcarlet  tremble  in  the  gale  9 
The  ftandard  broad  its  brilliant  hues  bewrays. 
And  floating  on  the  wind  wide-billowing  plays  ; 
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As  thus  regardful  of  th^  facred  day 

The  feftive  navy  cut  the  watery  way, 

Melinda's  fons  the  (bore  ia'tfaoufands  crowd. 

And  ofFering  joyful  welcome  fliout  doud : 

And  truth  the.  voice  infpired.    Unawed  by  fear. 

With  warlike  pomp  adornM,  himfelf  flncerc. 

Now  in  the  port  the  generous  Gama  rides ; 

His  (lately  veflels  range  their  pitchy  fides 

Around  their  chief;  the  bowfprits  nod  the  head. 

And  the  barb'd  anchors  gripe  the  harbour's  bed. 

Strait  to  the  king,  as  friends  to  generous  friends, 

A  captive  Moor  the  valiant  Gama  fends. 

The  Lufian  fame  the  king  already  knew. 

What  gulphs  unknown  the  fleet  had  laboured  through,    , , 

What  (helves,  what  tempefts  dared :  his  liberal  mind 

Exults  the  captain's  manly  truft  to  find  \ 

With  that  ennobling  worth,  whofe  fond  employ 

Befriends  tfie  brave,  the  monarch  owns  his  joy. 

Entreats  the  leader  and  his  weary  band 

To  tafte  the  dews  of  fweet  repofe  on  land. 

And  all  the  riches  of  his  cultured  fields 

Obedient  to  the  nod  of  Gama  yields. 

His  care  me^mwhile  their  prefent  want  attends. 

And  various  fowl,  and  various  fruits  he  fends  \ 

The  oxen  low,  the  fleecy  lambkins  bleat. 

And  rural  founds  are  echoed  through  the  fleet. 

His  gifts  with  joy  the  valiant  chief  receives. 

And  gifts  in  turn,  confirming  fricnd(hip,  gives. 

"   '  '  -  .'?4.-:'.  ......  \-..       Here, 
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That  rod^  of  power  to  wake  the  filent  dead^ 
Or  o'er  the  lids  of  care  foft  flumbers  ihed. 
And  now,  attended  by  the  herald  Fame, 
To  fair  Mclinda's  gate  conceard  he  came'j 
And  foon  loud  rumour  echoed  through  the  town. 
How  from  the  weftern  world,  from  waves  unknown, 
A  noble  band  had  reached  the  j£thiop  fliore. 
Through  feas  and  dangers  never  dared  before  : 
The  godlike  dread  attempt  their  wonder  fires. 
Their  generous  wonder  fond  regard  infpires, 
And  all  the  city  glows  their  aid  to  give. 
To  view  the  heroes,  and  their  wants  relieve. 

'Twas  now  the  folemn  hour  when  midnight  reigns. 

And  dimly  twinkling  o'er  the  ethereal  plains 

The  ftarry  hoft,  by  gloomy  filence  led, 

O'er  earth  and  fea  a  glimmering  palenefs  (hed  j 

When  to  the  fleet,  which  hemm'd  with  dangers  lay. 

The  filver-wing'd  Cyllenius  darts  away. 

Each  care  was  now. in  foft  oblivion  fteep'd. 

The  watch  alone  accuftom'd  vigils  kept ; 

E'en  Gama,  wearied  by  the  day's  alarms. 

Forgets  his  cares,  reclined  in  flumber's  arms. 

Scarce  had  he  clofed  his  careful  eyes  in  reft. 

When  Maia's  fon  in  vifion  ftood  confeft : 

And  fly,  he  cried,  O  Lufitanian,  fly ; 

Here  guile  and  treafon  every  nerve  apply : 

An  impious  king  for  thee  the  toil  prepares. 

An  impious  people  weave  a  thoufand  fnares : 

Oh 
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Oh  fly  thcfc  fliorcs,  unfurl  the  gathered  fail, 
Lo,  heaven,  thy  guide,  commands  the  rifing  gale  j 
Hark,  loud  it  ruftles,  fee,  the  gentle  tide 
Invites  thy  prows ;  the  winds  thy  lingering  chide. 
Here  fuch  dire  welcome  is  for  thee  prepared 
As  '  Diomed^s  unhappy  ftrangers  (hared ; 

•    •  •        '     <; 
His  haplefs  guefts  at  filent  nfiidnight  bled. 

On  their  torn  limbs  his  fnortihg  courfers  fed. 

Oh  fly,  or  here  with  ftrangers'  blood  imbrewM 

Bufiris'  altars  thou  {halt  find  xenew'ci : 

Amidft  his  flaughter'd  guefts  his  altars  ftood 

Obfcene  with  gore,  and  bark'd  with  human  blood : 

Then  thou,  beloved  of  heaven,  my  counfel  hear ; 

Right  by  the  coaft  thine  onward  journey  fteer. 

Till  where  the  fun  of  noon  no  fhade  begets. 

But  day  with  night  in  equal  tenor  fets. 

A  fovereign  there,  of  generous  faith  unftain'd. 

With  ancient  bounty,  and  with  joy  unfeign'd 

Your  glad  arrival  on  his  ihore  fhall  greet. 

And  footh  with  every  care  your  weary  fleet. 

And 

«  Ai  Diomed*i  unhaffy  ftrangers,'-^D'iomede,  a  tyrant  of  Thrace,  who  fed 
his  horfes  with  human  flelh ;  a  thing,  fays  the  grave  Cailera,  prefyue  iff- 
crtyabUy  ahnoft  incredible.  Bufiris  was  a  king  of  Egypt,  who  (acriiiced 
itrangers. 

Slmt  —  Ulaudatl  nejdt  'Bujiridh  aras  f  Vi  a  G.  Geor.  iii. 

Hercules  vanquiflicd  both  thefe  tyrants,  and  put  them  to  the  fame  punifli- 
ments  which  their  cruelly  had  infliaed  on  others.  Ifocratcs  compofcd  an 
oration  in  honour  of  Bufiris;  a  mafterly  example  of  Attic  raillery  and  fatirc. 
To  this  Caftcra  wifely  appeals,  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  hiftory  of  that 
tyrant. 

F  % 
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And  when  again  for  India's  ^Idieii  ftraad 
Before  the  profperous  galjs  ypu^  fails  e3(pand| 
A  ikilful  pilot  oft  in  danger  try'd^^ 
Of  heart  fincere;|,  £ball  prove  yotujr.  &i^CujL  guide. 

Thus  Hermes  fpoke,  and  as  feis  fliglT^hc. tates  :. 
Melting  in  ambient  air^  EfE  Gajnia.  wak^s* 
Chill'd  with  amaze  he  ftood,  whea  through  th^  nigjbit 
With  fudd^n  ray  app^ar'dr  the.  l^firfUng  light ; 
The  winds  loud  whi:?%ing;.tI^roi;gh.tJ^e  cofd^ge  figh'47m. 
Spread,  fprea^  the  fail,  the  raptured  Vascq  cried  ;j  . 
Aloft,  aloft,  this,  thia  the  ga)e  of  heaven ;. 
By  heaven  our  guide  th'  aufpicious  fign  is  given ; 
Mine  eyes  beheld  the  mefljbnger  divine ; 
O  fly,  he  cried,  and  gave  the  favouring  fign. 

Here  treafon  lurks. : — Swift  as  the  captain  fpai^P.: 

The  mariners^  fpring  bounding  to  the  deck^ 
And  now  with  fhouts  far-echoing  o'er  the  fea, 
Proud  of  their  ftrcngth  the  ponderous  anchors  w,eight 
When  y  heaven  again  its  guardian  care  difplay*d; 
Above  the  wave  rofe  many  a  Moorifh  head     -  ■ 
Conceal'd  by  night  they  gently  fwam  along. 
And  with  their  wqapops  fawed  the  cables  ftrong. 

That 


Y  fyben  beaten  again  its  guardian  care  </ijjb/<i)>V.— Having  mentioned  t))fi 
efcape  of  the  Moorifli  pilots,  Oforius  proceeds :  Rex  deinde  homines  rofi^'- 
no  cum  filentio  Tcaphis  8c  lintribus  fubmittebat,  qui  fecuribus  anchooiia 
no£te  preciderent.  Quod  nifi  fuiflfet  a  noflris  Tipgulari  Camae  induftria  vigi-* 
latum^  et  infidiis  fCelerati  illius  resis  occuribmy  noftri  in  fummum  vlti^ 
difcrimen  incidiifent. 


That  by  the  fwcUing  Iftirfteiils  t**?lrra  and  teftj 
The  naVy'ft  ^(itf^b  »t^  ilf ^  ^  f'odey  eoarfi : 
But  now  difcdtfeiPa,  evd¥Jr  iitth/t  thcjr  ply, 
And  dive,  ahd  IWift  ki  Rigiiten^d  Wirmih  fly. 

No\^  through  ^e  lilver  ^v^ves  th^t  curlifig  tok^ 
And  getitly  m\if'iiHir'd  rouiid  the  Aoping  prowsi 
The  gallant  fleet  b'^fore  th«  fteady  Wnd 
Sweeps  on,. and  leaves  long  fbaihy  tracks  beUftd  ^ 
While  as  they  fail  th^  jdyfill  cit#  tdHte 
Their  wondrous  fafety  from  impending  fate; 
And  every  tefelrf  ftds  h6W  twUt  thd  jbf 
When  dangers  paft  the  grateful  tongue  erhpfijjr. 

The  fun  bikd  now  his  aimual  jmtMf  fiitki 
And  blazing  fourth  another  courfe  begufa. 
When  fmoothly  gliding  o*«r  the  hoary  tide 
Two  flod{f8  afar  the  waiichful  mafter  fpied ; 
Their  Moorifli  tfrakc  the  feaman's  art  difplay'd ; 
Here  Gama  weejns  to  fotcd  the  plot's  aid: 
One,  bafe  with  feir,-  to  cert^n  flnpwreck  flew ;    . 
The  keel  dafh'd  Oft  the  fiicfre,  efcap'd  thd  crew. 
The  other  bravely  firufts  the  gdrierous  foe. 
And  yields,  ^re  flaughter  ftruck  the  lifted  hlcfw^ 
Ere  Vulcan's  thunders  bellowed.    Yet  again 
The  captain's  prudence  and  his  wifli  were  vain  } 
No  pilot  here  his.  wandering  courfe  toguide^ 
No  lip  to  tell  where  rolls  the  Indian  tide ; 
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The  TOjage  calll^  or  penloaip  Off  ifiv,  - 
Beoeadi  wbK hflsifcn^  cttwbifitAcgBUhigttui 
Tct  tlitt  they  tdd,  diat  bj  die  nd^hboBiiiig  b^  . 
A  potent  mooaidi  taga^A,  wbok  jaaag  fwaj 
For  truth  and  noUeft  boontjr  far  lenown'd. 
Still  widk  die  ftmigei's  gnttefol  pnnfe  was  cfWiiVL 
(yerjojredbnfeGAMAheaiddietal^  wUdifiaTd 
The  iisicicd  trudi  diat  MabVfiMi  icicaFd} 
And iMds'die pilot,  wmafdhf  hatnn his gnid^ 
For  finr  Mclinda  tam  the  Adm  afide> 

TTwas  now  die  joml  tcdicm^  wbea  the  mam 
From  Tanms  flunei»  when  Amakhe^s  ham 
O^er  hiU  and  dak  the  rofb-ciown^d  Flora  po«% 
And  fcatters  com  and  vin^  and  froits  and  flowam^ 
'  Right  to  the  port  their  cooiie  die  fleet  p«rfaed> 
And  the  glad  dawn  that  facred  day  renewed. 
When  with  the  fpoils  of  vanquifh'd  death  adom'd 
To  heaven  the  vidor  of  the  tomb  retum'd. 
And  foon  Melinda's  ihore  the  faiiors  fpy ; 
From  every  mail  the  purple  dreamers  fly ; 
Rich-figured  tap'ftry  now  fupplies  the  fail, 
Tlie  gold  and  fcarlet  tremble  in  the  gale  i 
The  ftandard  broad  its  brilliant  hues  bewrays. 
And  floating  on  the  wind  wide-billowing  plays  ; 
Shrill  through  the  air  the  quivering  trumpet  founds, 
And  the  rough  drum  the  roufing  march  rebounds* 


As 
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As  thus  regardful  of  thd  facred  day 

The  feftivc  navy  cut  the  watery  way, 

Melinda's  fons  the  (bore  in'thoufands  crowd. 

And  offering  joyful  welcome  (hout  aloud : 

And  truth  the  voice  infpired.    Unawed  by  fear, 

With  warlike  pomp  adprn'd,  himfelf  fincere. 

Now  in  the  port  the  generous  Gama  rides ; 

His  ftately  veflels  range  their  pitchy  fides 

Around  their  chief;  the  bowfprits  nod  the  head. 

And  the  barb'd  anchors  gripe  the  harbour's  bed* 

Strait  to  the  king,  as  friends  to  generous  friends, 

A  captive  Moor  the  valiant  Gama  fends. 

The  Lufian  fame  the  king  already  knew. 

What  gulphs  imknown  the  fleet  had  laboured  through,    . 

What  {helves,  what  tempeils  dared :  his  liberal  mind 

Exults  the  captain's  manly  truft  to  find ; 

With  that  ennobling  worth,  whofe  fond  employ 

Befriends  ttie  brave,  the  monarch  owns  his  joy. 

Entreats  the  leader  and  his  weary  band 

To  taftc  the  dews  of  fweet  repofe  on  land. 

And  all  the  riches  of  his  cultured  fields 

Obedient  to  the  nod  of  Gama  yields. 

His  care  meanwhile  their  prefent  want  attends. 

And  various  fowl,  and  various  fruits  he  fends ; 

The  oxen  low,  the  fleecy  lambkins  bleat. 

And  ru^al  founds  are  echoed  through  the  fleet. 

His  gifts  with  joy  the  valiant  chief  receives. 

And  gifts  in  turn,  confirming  friend(hip,  gives. 

.  F4.  •'.    .  .  .  ■^,.         Here, 


Here  die  pfoad  icariet^gr^  III  Mfl^ 
And  here  die  pupk  fo4  ^  limoge  Uuf  ff 
O'er  diefe  pfbAifr  die  liiuidtiag  cimtt  Ijpi^ 
The  *  omd  wottdiioiis  ia  its  wMerf  bed : 
Soft dierck €irep8|  in cvmag brimchea duown i 
In  air  it  hardeat  to  a  preeibui  ftone.  '       • 
With  thefe  an  herald^  on  whofe  mriting  tongue 
The  *  copious  rhet'ric  of  Arabia  hung. 
He  fends^  his  wants  and  purpofe  to  rereal. 
And  holy  fows  of  lafting  peace  to  feal. 
The  niotfaii(&  fits  iuiud  Us  fplei^  band^ 
Before  die  regal  dirone  die  henld  ftand^ 
And  thuss  as  eloquence  ins  fips  infpired^ 
O  king !  he  crm^  for  fiicred  truth  admired^ 
Ordain'd  by  heaven  to  bend  the  ftubbom  knees 
Of  haughtlcft  nations  to  thy  ju(t  decrees  $ 
Fear'd  as  thou  art^  yet  fent  by  heaven  to  prove 
That  empire's  ftren^th  refults  from  public  love : 
To  theej  O  king,  for  friendly  aid  w^  come ; 
Nor  lawlefs  robbers  o'er  the  deep  we  rpam : 
No  luft  of  gold  could  e'er  our  breads  inflame 
To  fcatter  fire  i^nd  fl^ughter  whcr^  we  can^  % 

*  The etral  wondrous  in  tfj  t^^/Q  Mi,\./t 

Fmen  eraf  df(mft^isrnnfubitf  ^rocejferat  touSs 

Gemma  fmt,  Clavo. 

Tempore  durefcitj  mollis  fwt  berbafub  undis.  9^'?* 

«  T^  eopimts  rbet'rte  of  jirahia,^'''-^  The^:^  were  OH  board  Gaina*8  fleet 
feVeiil  t>erfons  (killed  in  the  Oriental  lan^aiges*    0/or, 
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Nor  fword,  nor  fpear  e¥f  hmrinkft  haiuls  cmpby 
To  feize  the  carik^ft,  or  tkt  weak  deftroy. 
At  our  moft  potent  Jinonareh's  dread  coammand 
We  fpread  the  fail  from  lordly  Europe's  ftrand : 
Through  feas  unknown,  through  gulphs  ontryM  before^ 
We  force  our  journey  to  the  Indian  fliore. 

AlaSj  what  rancour  fires  the  human  bread ! 
By  what  (tern  tribes  are  Afric's  (bores  pofleft ! 
How  many  a  wile  they  try*d,  how  many  a  fnare ! 
Not  wifdom  fav*d  us,  'twas  the  heaven's  own  care : 
Not  harbours  only,  e'en  the  barren  fands 
A  place  of  reft  deny'd  our  weary  bands : 
From  u$,  ala^,  what  barm  could  prudence  fear  I 
From  us  fo  few,  their  numerous  friends  fo  near ! 
While  thus  from  (hore  to  cruel  fliore  long  driven. 
To  thee  conducted  by  a  guide  from  heaven. 
We  come,  O  monarch,  of  thy  truth  affured. 
Of  hofpitable  rites  by  heaven  fecured  j 
Such  ^  rites  as  old  Alcinous'  palace  graced. 
When  lorn  Ulyfles  fat  his  favoured  gueft. 
Nor  deem,  O  king,  that  cold  fufpicion  taints 
Our  valiant  leader,  or  his  wifli  prevents: 
Great  is  our  monarch,  and  his  dread  command 
To  our  brave  captain  interdi£ts  the  land 
Till  Indian  earth  he  tread :  What  nobler  caufc 

Than  loyal  faith  can  wake  thy  fond  applaufe, 

.    Othou, 

*  Sec  the  Eighth  Odyffcy,  &c. 
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O  tnoBy  «io  knowcft  oic  cfcr-picfliii|[  wtSgut 
Of  kbglj  «  oflioe,  and  Ac  qucs  of  fbfie  i 
And  hear,  ye  cxMifidoiit  heareiify  if  Gama's  hcsit 
Foiget  thy  *^*^~'^«i  or  finom  trndi.d^arCt 
The  iacred  H^  fliall  peiilh  from  die  fm, 
And  rifoi  to  the  Cea  flnU  oeafe  to    nm. 

He 


TlHHHllUHiHl   tine  tfK  fCMff-  wSIm  HCI*mW  DC  pMSfed  ID  KC  It  \ 

»  Jg  MaU^The  foa  €Kf%t  ttm  wim  IM^  Oe  h^K^  ^  m  ii^.  I  cott- 
«•  left  I  found  a  ftno^  indhtltion'to  tmflate  tlw  ftotmoe  BaOf.  I 
"  find  imdi  noUcneft  is  it.  ffawcfcr^  I  fiJMPiittd  to  the  ^ifritm  <iif  fbiw 
^'  friends,  wbo  were  ifriid  dnt  the  eut  of  Frendimm  ^poold  be  Oocfcifd 
M  at  the  word  J^^iglft  applied  ID  a  kiiiK.  U  it  tnM^  nevcrtlKU.  tint 
^Wftkfi^Mh^a^    Philip  41.  of  Spain  was  coi»riiic«d  of  it,  m  weavy 

^  Aftem  fiom  one  of  his  fctten.     "-'^  ^T^\ J  mfiijudl,  tu 

^  Jm  fi  tmmi/timd'  mmmktni  wkb  th.wuU^ikky  f^^PJK  ^  I 
«  bavemotammeMttwmjifeff,  U  trmtb,  we  ia^  boU  a  lArimu  ^Sa,  Oen  U 
«  /tf//(P  r^tf/w  rt  «K5r «»."  May  the  politenefi  of  England  nevtr  be  diA 
gofted  with  the  word  htftiefs  applied  to  a  king  \ 

*  Tbe  Arrtf/i'ij(i&«cA.-p— The  propriety  and  artfulnefs  of  Homer *s  Ipeecfaes 
have  been  often  and  jufUy  admired.  Camoens  is  peculiarly  happy  in  the 
fiune  department  o£  the  Epopceia.  The  fpeech  of  Gama*s  herald  to  the 
king  of  Melinda  is  a  ftriking  inilance  of  it.  The  complimenu  with  whiofa 
it  begins  have  a  dired  tendency  to  the  favours  afterwards  to  be  aflced.  The 
affiirance  of  the  innocence,  the  purpofe  of  the  voyagers,  and  the  greatneft 
of  their  king,  are  happily  touched4  The  exclamation  on  the  barbarous 
treatment  they  had  experienced,  ««  Not  wifdom  (aved  us,  bat  heaven's  own 
care,**  are  maiterly  iniinuations.  Their  barbarous  treatment  is  again  re-* 
pcated  in  a  manner  to  move  compaifion :  Alas !  what  could  they  fear,  &c 
is  reafoning  joined  with  the  pathos.  That  they  were  conduded  to  the  kiog 
of  Melinda  by  heaven, .  and  were  by  heaven  afliired  of  his  truth,  is  a  moft 
delicate  compliment,  and  in  the' true  fpirit  of  the  epic  poem.  The  allufion 
to  Alcinous  is  well  timed.  The  apology  for  Gania*s  refufid  to  come  on 
fliore,  is  exceeding  artful.  It  conveys  a  proof  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  fovereign,  and  affords  a  compliment  to  loyalty,  which  could  not  ftU 

tft 
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He  fpoke ;  a  murmur  of  applaufe  fucceedsj 

And  each  \rith  wonder  own'd  the  val'rous  decd^   '. 

Of  that  bold  race,  whofc  flowing  vanes  had  wavM 

Beneath  fo  many  a  flcy,  fo  many  an  ocean  brav'd. 

Nor  lefs  the  king  their  loyal  faith  reveres. 

And  Lifboa's  lord  in  awful  ftate  appears,. 

Whofe  lead  command  on  fartheft  fhores  obcy'd. 

His  fovereign  grandeur  to  the  world  difplay'd.  • 

Elate  with  joy,  uprofe  the  royal  Moor, 

And,  fmiling,  thus, — O  welcome  to  my  fliore  1 

If  yet  in  you  the  fear  of  treafon  dwell, 

Far  from  your  thoughts  th'  ungenerous  fear  etpd; 

Still  with  the  brave,  the  brave  will  honour  find. 

And  equal  ardour  will  their  friendQiip  bind. 

But  thofe  who  fpurn'd  you,  men  alone  in  (how. 

Rude  as  the  beftial  herd,  no  worth  they  know ; 

Such  dwell  not  here  :  and  fmce  your  laws  require 

Obedience  ftrift,  I  yield  my  fond  defire. 

Though  much  I  wifli'd  your  chief  to  grace  my  boards 

Fair  be  his  duty  to  his  fovereign  lord : 

Yet  when  the  morn  walks  forth  with  dewy  feet 

My  barge  fliall  waft  me  to  the  warlike  fleet  j 

There  fliall  my  longing  eyes  the  heroes  view. 

And  holy  vows  the  mutual  peace  renew. 

What 

to  be  acceptable  to  a  monarch.  In  ihort,  the  whole  of  the  fpeech  fuppli* 
cates  warmly,  but  at  the  fame  time  in  the  moft  manly  jnanner;  and  this 
adjuration  concludes  it  with  all  the  appearance  of  warmth  and  fincerity* 
Euilathius  would  have  written  a  whole  chapter  oh  fuch  a  fpeech  in  the  Iliad 
or  04yirey. 
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What  from  the  bluftering  wiiMb  atid  lengtibetiiAg  tMe 
Your  (hips  have  fafFer'd,  (hall  be  here  fuppIyM. 
Anns  and  provifions  I  myfelf  will  fend. 
And,  great  of  (kill,  a  pilot  (hall  attend. 

So  fpoke  the  king :  and  now,  with  pufplcd  raj^ 
Beneath  the  (hining  wave  the  god  of  day 
Retiring,  left  the  evening  (hades  to  fpread  5 
And  to  the  fleet  the  joyfiil  herald  fped : 
To  find  fuch  friends  each  breaft  with  rapture  glows. 
The  feaft  is  kindled,  and  the  goblet  flows ; 
The  trembling  comet's  imitated  rays 
Bound  to  the  (kies,  and  trail  a  fparkling  blaze : 
The  vaulting  bombs  awake  their  flceping  fire. 
And  like  the  Cyclops'  bolts,  to  heaven  afpire : 
The  bombadeers  their  roaring  engines  ply. 
And  earth  and  ocean  thunder  to  the  fky. 
The  trump  and  fife*s  (hrill  clarion  far  around 
The  glorious  muGc  of  the  fight  refound. 
Nor  lefs  the  joy  Melinda's  fons  difplay, 
The  fulphur  burfts  in  many  an  ardent  ray. 
And  to  the  heaven  afcends  in  whizzing  gyres. 
And  ocean  flames  with  artificial  fires. 
In  feftive  war  the  fea  and  land  engage. 
And  ecchoing  (houts  confefs  the  joyful  rage. 
So  paft  the  night :  and  now  with  filvery  ray 
The  ftar  of  morning  u(hers  in  the  day. 

The 


The  fhadows  fly  before  the  rofieaite  htmrfid 
And  the  chill  dew  hangs  glidbenng  on  the  flojutrev^: 
The  pruning  hook  or  bumble  %a4e  to  wield^ 
The  cheerful  labourer  h^Aena  to  the  field ; 
When  to  the  fleet  with*  many  a  founding:  oar 
The  monarch  (ails  y.  the  nativ^es  crowd  the  (hovew 
Their  various  robe^.ia  one  bright  fplendor  jom^ 
The  purple  blazes>  and  the  gol4*ftripes  (hiae  t 
Nor  as  ftem  warriors  with  the  quivering  lanM>. 
Or  moon-arch'd  bow^  Melinda's  fons. advances 
Green  boughs  of  palm  with  joyful  hands,  they  wa¥e9 
An  omen  of  the  meed' that  crowns  the  bravt. 
Fair  was  the  (how  the  royal  barge  difplay'd^. 
With  many  a  flag  of  glifljening.filk  arrajt'd^ 
Whofe  various  bues^  as  waving,  thro'  the  hay, 
ReturnM  the  luftre  of  the  riling  day :    . 
And  onward  as  they  c;amey  in  fovereigailMi^ 
The  mighty  king:  ^°^id  his  princes  fate : . 
His  robes  the  pomp  of  eaitern  fplendorfly^^ 
A  proud  tiara  docks  his  lordly  brow :. 
The  various  tiflue  (bines  in  every,  foldf. 
The  (liken  luftre  and  the  rays  of  .gol4» 
His  purple  mantle  boaib  the  dye  of  Ty^Oj^ 
And  in  the  fun-beam  glows  with  living,  fire. 
A,  gpUen  chain,  the  (kilful  artift's  pridcj 
Hung  from  his  neck ;  and  glittering  by  his  fide 
l^he  dagger's  hilt  of  fta^-bright  diamond  (bone^ 
The  girding  baldric  burns  with  precious  ftone; 

Atui^ 
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And  precious  ftonc  in  ftuds  of  gold  cncKafed, 

The  fliaggy  velvet  of  his  buikins  graced : 

Wide  o'er  his  head,-  of  various  filks  inlaid, 

A  fair  umbrella  caft  a  grateful  (hade. 

A  band  of  meiiiils,  bending  o'er  the  pt0M(r, 

Of  hom-wrcath'd  round  the  crooked  trumpets  blow$ 

And  each  attendant  barge  aloud  rebounda 

A  barbarous  diArord  of  rejbiclng  founds. 

With  equalpomp  the  captain  leaves  the  fleet, 

Melinda's  monarch' oh  the  tide  to  greet : 

His  barge  nods  on  ii'midft  a  fplendid  train, 

Himfelf  adorn'd  iii  allthe  pride  of  Spain : 

With  fair  embroidery  *  fiidne  his  armed  brealt. 

For  polifli'd  ftecl  fiipply'd  the  warrior's  veft; 

His  fleeves,  beneath,  were  filk  of  paly  blue. 

Above,  more  loofe,  the  piirple^s  brighteft  hue 

Hung  as  a  fcarf,"in  equal  gatherings  roU'd, 

With  golden  buttons  and  with  loops  of  gold: 

Bright  in  the  fim  the  polifli'd  radiance  burns, 

And  the  dimm'd  eye-ball  from  the  luftre  turns. 

Of  crimfon  fatin,  dai^zling'to  behold, 

His  caiToc  fweird  in  many  a  curving  fold  5 

The  make  was  Gallic,  but  the  lively  bloom 

Confeft  the  labour  of  Venetia's  loom : 

Gold 

«  fVttbfair  embroidery  Jhone  Ins  armed  Breaft,-^-'-^2imcens  feems  to  have  his 
eye  oh  the  pifture  of  Camay  which  is  thus  defcribed  by  Fariay  Sou/a.  «<  He 
«  is  painted  with  a  black  cap,  cloak  and  breeches  edged  with  velvet,  all 
<^  flalhed,  through  which  appears  the  crimfon  lining,  the  doublet  of  c^im* 
**  fon  (atin,  and  over  it  his  armour  inlaid  with  gold.** 
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Gold  was  his  fword,  and  warlike  trov/fers  laced 
With  thongs  of  gold  his  manly  legs  embraced : 
With  graceful  ,mien  his  cap  aflant  was  tum'd  ^ 
The  velvet  cap  a  nodding  plume  adornM. 
His  noble  afpea,  and  the  purple's  ray, 
Amidft  his  train  the  gallant  chief  bewray. 
The  various  veftments  of  the  warrior  train. 
Like  flowers  of  various  colours  on  the  plain, 
Attraft  the  pleafed  beholders  wondering  eye, 
And  with  the  fplendor  of  the  rainbow  vie. 
Now  Gama's  bands  the  quivering  trumpet  blow, 
Thick  o'er  the  wave  the  crowding  barges  row. 
The  Moorifli  flags  the  curling  waters  fwcep. 
The  Lufian  mortars  thunder  o'er  the  deep ; 
Again  the  fiery  roar  heaven's  concave  tears,         ' 
The  Moors  aftonifli'd  ftop  their  wounded  ears : 
Again  loud  thunders  rattle  o'er  the  bay. 
And  clouds  of  fmoke  wide-roUing  blot  the  day; 
The  captain's  barge  the  generous  king  afcends. 
His  arms  the  chief  enfold ;  the  captain  bends, 
A  reverence  to  the  fcepter'd  grandeur  due : 
In  filent  awe  the  monwch's  wondering  view 
Is  fixt  ^  on  Vasco's  noble. mien;  the  while 
His  thoughts  with  wonder  weigh  the  hero's  toiL 

Efteem 

f  ■■■  The  monarch* i  wondering  view  is  fixt  on  Vajco's  mhU  wiM.—* The 
admiration  and  friendfliip  of  the  king  of  Melinda,  fo  much  infixed  on  by 
Camoens,  is  a  judicious  imitation  of  VirgiPs  Dido.  In  both  cafes  fuch 
preparation  was  neceflary  to  Introduce  the  long  epiibdes  which  follow. 
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Efteem  and  friendfliip  witb  hisr  wondor  nte. 

And  free  ca  Gama  aU  his  kingdom  lies. 

Though  nevec  foa  of  Lufos'  nice  bcfori3 

Had  met  his  cye^  or  trod  Melinda^s  fhore. 

To  him  familiar  was  the  mighty  name. 

And  much  his  talk  extols  the  Lufian  fame  $ 

How  through  the  vafli  of  Afric's  wildeft  bound 

Their  deathlefs  feats  in  gsdbnt  arms  refound ; 

When  that  fair  land  where  Hefper*8  offspring  reign'd^ 

Their  valour's  prize  the  Luiian  youth  obtain'd. 

Much  ftill  he  talked,  enraptured  of  the  theme. 

Though  but  the  faint  vibrations  of  their  fame  ' 

To  him  had  echoed.    Pleafed  Ms-  warmt&  tt>  view. 

Convinced  his  promife  and  hia  heart  were  true^ 

The  illuftrious  Gama)  thus  his  foul  expreft. 

And  own'd:thc  joy'  that  laboured' iw  hisibi^fl; : 

Oh  Thou,  benign,:  o£  all  the  tribes,  alone^ 

Who  feel  the  rigour  of  the  burning  zone, 

Whofe  piety,  with  mercy's  gentle  eye 

Beholds  our  wants,  and  gives*  the  wiih'd  fupply; 

Our  navy  driven  from  many  a  barbarous  cbaft. 

On  many  a  tempeft-harrowcd  ocean' toft, 

At  laft  with  thee  a  kindly  refuge  finds. 

Safe  from  the  fury  of  the  howling  winds. 

O  generous  king,  may  he  whofe  mandate  rolls 

The  circling  heavens,  and  human  pride  controls, 

May  the  Great  Spirit  to  thy  brcaft^  return 

That  needful  aid,  beftowed  on  us  forlorn  i 

z  And 
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And  whUe  yon  fun  emits  his  rays  divine^ 
And  while  die  ftars  in  tbidni^t  aEvre  fluiie^  ^ 

Where'er  my  fails  are  ftretch'd  the  worM  around^ 
Thy  praife  (hall  brighten^  and  thy  name  refound* 

He  fpoke ;  the  painted  barges  fwept  the  flood. 
Where,  proudly  gay,'  the  anchored  navy  rode';    • 
Eamcft  the  king  the  lordly  fleet  fUnreys  •       "   ^ 
The  mortars  thunder,  and  the  trumpets  raife 
Their  martial  founds  Melihda*s  fons  to  greet  J      ' 
Melinda's  fons  widi  timbrels  hail  the  fleet. '         ^' 
And  now  no  more  the  fulphury  temped  roars  ^ 
The  boattoeii  leaning  oia  the  retted  oars 
Breathe  {hott  \  the  barges  now  at  anchor  moored. 
The  king,  while  filence  liftenM  round,  implored 
The  glories  of  the  LuGan  wars  to  hear, 
Whofe  faintett  echoes  long  had  pleafed  his  ear : 
Their  various  triumphs  on  the  Afric  Ihore 
CVer  thofe  who  hold  the  fon  of  Hagar's  lore. 
Fond  he  demands,  and  iiow  demands  again 
Their  various  triUmpKs  on  die  weftcrn  main: 

Again,  ere  reddieft  anfwer  found  a  place, 

He  a(ks  the  ftory  of  the  Liifian  race ; 
What  Grod'was  founder  of  the  mighty  line. 
Beneath  what  heaven  their  land,  what  (hores  adjoin  \ 
And  what  their  climate,  where  the  finking  day 
Gives  the  laft  glimpfe  of  twilight's  filvery  ray. 

Vol,  I.  G  But 
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Bat  moft,  O  chiefs  the  zcaloiis  monarch  ones. 
What  raging  (bas  yon  braved,  what  louring  ikies; 
What  tribes,  nrfiat  rites  ypu  (aw  j  what  (arage  hate 
On  our  rude  Afric  prored  your  ^apltfs  £ate : 
Oh  tell,  for  lo,  the  chilly  dawning  ftar 
Yet  rides  b^ore  the  morning's  purple  car  ; 
And  o'er  the  wave  the  fui^'s  bold  courfers  raife 
Their  flaming  fronts,  and  give  die  opening  Maze  ; 
Soft  on  the  glafly  waTC.the  ze^yrs  fleep. 
And  the  ftiU  billows  holy  filence  keep. 
Nor  kis  are  we,  imdaunted  chief,  prepared 
To  hear  thy  nation's  gallant  deeds  declared  ; 
Nor  think,  tho'  fcorch'd  beneath  the  car  of  day^ 
Our  minds  too.  dull  the  debt  of  praife  to  pay  ; 
Melinda's  fons  the  teft  of  greatnefs  know^ 
And  on  the  Lufian  race  the  palm  b^ftow. 

If  Titan's  ^  giant  brood  with  impious  arms 
Shook  high  Olympus'  brow  with  rude  alarms  ; 
If  Thefeus  and  Perithous  dared  invade 
The  difmal  horrors  of  the  Stygian  (hade. 
Nor  lefs  your  glory,  nor  your  boldnefs  lefs. 
That  thus  exploring  Neptune's  l^ft  recefs 
Contemn  his  waves  and  tempefts !     If  the  thirft 
To  live  in  fame,  though  famed  for  deeds  accurft. 

Could 


f  For  a  defence  of  tlic  king  of  Mvlinda's  Iceming,  isnorantl/  objcd^d  lo 
by  Voltaire,  fee  the  preface. 
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Could  urge- the  caitiflF,  who  to  win  a  name 
Gave  Dian's  temple  to  the  wafting  flame : 
If  fuch  the  ardour  to  attain  renown^ 
How  bright  the  luftre  of  the  hero's  crown, 
Whofe  deeds  of  fair  emprife  his  honours  raife. 
And  bind  his  brows,  like  tlune,  with  deathlefs  bays ! 


£ND  OF  THE  SECOND  BOOK. 
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UH  now.  Calliope,  thy  potent  aid  ! 
What  to  the  king  th'  illuftrious  Gama  faid 
Cloath  in  immortal  verfe.     With  facred  fire 
My  breaft,  if  e'er  it  loved  thy  lore,  infpire : 
So  may  the  patron  of  the  healing  art. 
The  god  of  day  to  thee  conCgn  his  heart ; 
From  thee,  the  mother  of  his  darling  *  fon. 
May  never  wandering  thought  to  Daphne  run : 

May 

a  CalUo^e^-'AJtit  mufe  of  epic  poefy,  and  mother  of  Orpheus.  Daphne, 
daughter  of  the  river  Peneus,  flying  from  Apollo,  was  turned  into  the  buret 
Clytia  was  metamorphofed  into  the  fun- flower,  and  Leucothoe,  who  waf 
buried  alive  hy  her  father  for  yielding  to  the  folicitations  of  Apollo,  was  by 
her  lover  changed  into  an  incenfc  tree.  The  phyfical  meaning  of  thcfe  fables 
;s  obvious* 
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May  never  Clftia,  nor  Leuccdide'e  pride 
Henceforth  with  tbee  his  diangefttl  lOTe  divide. 
Then  aid,  O  faircft  nymph,  my  fond  defire, ' 
And  give  my  verfe  the  Lnfian  warlike  fire : 
Fired  by  the  fongi  the  Kllening  world  fliall  know 
That  Aganippe's  ftreains  from  Tagiis  flow. 
Oh,  let  no  more  the  flowers  of  Pindus  fliine 
On  thy 'fair  breaft,  or  round  thy  temples  twine : 
On  Tago*s  banks  a  richer  chaplet  blows. 
And  with  the  tuneful  god  my  bofom  glows : 
I  feel,  I  feel  the  m^hty  power  anfufej 
And  bathe  my  fpirit  in  Aonian  dews  I 

Now  filence  wooed  th'  illuftrious  chiePs  reply. 
And  keen  attention  watch'd  on  every  eye ; 
When  flowly  turning  with,  a  modefl:  grace, 
The  noble  Vasco  raifed  his  manly  face ; 

0  mighty  king,  he  cries,  at  thy  ^  commapd 
The  martial  ftory  of  my  native  land    .  . 

1  tell ;  but  more  my  doubtful  heart  had  jofd 
Had  other  wars  my  praifeful  lips  employ'd. 
When  men  the  honours  of  their  race  commend. 
The  doubts  of  fl:ranger$  on  the  ,tale  att;end : 

Yet 

b  0  mighty  iii^f  be  crl;/.— «— llie  preface  to  the  ipeech  of  Gamt,  and  the 
defcription  of  Europe  which  follows,  are  happy  imitations  of  the  manner  of 
Homer.  When  Camoens  defcribes  countries,  or  mufters  an  army.  It  h 
after  the  example  of  the  great  models  of  antiquity  s  By  adding  iome  charap- 
teriftical  feature  ^f  the  climate  or  people,  he  reniders  hisiurrative  pleafifi^ 
pi^refque,  and  poetical        ' 

G  3 
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Yet  though  reluftance  faultcr  on  my  tongue, 
Though  day  would  fail  a  narrative  fo  long. 
Yet  well  affured  no  fi£lion's  glare  can  raife. 
Or  give  my  country's  fame  a  brighter  praife; 
Though  lefs,  far  lefs, .  whatever  my  lips  can  fay. 
Than  truth  muft  give  it,  I  thy  will  obey. 

Between  that  zone,  where  endlefs  winter  reigns. 

And  that,  where  flaming  heat  confumes  the  plains ; 

Array'd  in  green,  beneath  indulgent  fkies. 

The  queen  of  arts  and  arms  fair  Europe  lies. 

Around  her  northern  and  her  weftem  (hores, 

Throng'd  with  the  finny  race  old  Ocean  roars ; 

The  midland  fea,  where  tide  ne'er  fwell'd  the  waves. 

Her  richcft  lawns,  the  fouthern  border,  laves. 

Againft  the  rifing  morn,  the  northmoft  bound 

The  whirling  Tanais  parts  from  Afian  ground. 

As  tumbling  from  the  Scythian  mountains  cold 

Their  crooked  way  the  rapid  waters  hold 

To  dull  Mseotis'  lake  :  her  eaftern  line 

More  to  the  fouth,  the  Phrygian  waves  confine ; 

Thofe  waves,  which,  black  with  many  a  navy,  bore 

The  Grecian  heroes  to  the  Dardan  (hore ; 

Where  now  the  feaman  rapt  in  moumftil  joy 

Explores  in  vain  the  fad  remains  of  Troy. 

Wide  to  the  north  beneath  the.  pole  (he  fpreads ; 

Here  piles  of  mountains  rear  their  rugged  heads. 

Here  winds  on  winds  in  endlefs  tempefts  rowl. 

The  valleys  figh,  the  lengthening  echoes  howl. 

On 
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On  the  rude  cliff8:with  frofty  fpangles  grey. 

Weak  as  the  twilight  gleams  the  fol^r  ray  5 

Each  mountain's  breaft  with  fnows  eternal  (hines. 

The  dreams  and  feas  eternal  froft  confines. 

Here  dwelt  the  numerous  Scythian  tribes  of  old, 

A  dreadful  race !  by  vi£lor  ne'er  controul'd, 

Whofe  pride  maintain'd  that  theirs^  the  facred  earth. 

Not  that  of  Nile,  which  firft  gave  man  his  birth. 

Here  difmal  Lapland  fpreads  a  dreary  wild. 

Here  Norway's  waftes  where  harveft  never  fmil'd, 

Whofe  groves  of  fir  in  gloomy  horror  frown, 

Nod  o'er  the  rocks,  and  to  the  tempeft  groan. 

Here  Scandia's  clime  her  rugged  fliores  extends, 

And  far  proje<S);ed,  through  tb6  ocean  bends ; 

Whofe  fons'  dread  footfteps  yet  Aufonia  ^  wears, 

And  yet  proud  Rome  in  mournful  ruin  bears* 

When 

■  «  H^fe  font*  drtad  footfieps  yet  Aufonia  ivears.^^ln  the  year  409  the  city  of 
Rome  was-  f^k«d,  and  Italy  laid  defolate  by  Alaric,  king  of  the  Scandiaa 
and  other  northern  tribes.  In  mentioning  this  circumilance  Camoens 
has  4iot  fallen  into  the  common  error  of  <  little  poets^  who  oa  every  occafion- 
bewail  the  outrage  which  the  Goths  and  Vandals  did  to  the  aits  apd  fciences.. 
Thofe  arts  and  fciences,  however,  which  give  vigour  to  the  mind,  long, 
ere  ,thi9.irru}>tion,of  the  northern  tribes,  were  in  the  moft  languid  ilate.  The 
fouthem  nations  of  Europe  were  funk  into  the  moil  contemptible  degeneracy. 
Tlie  fciencesy  with  every  branch  of  manly  literature,. wcfeahnoil.unknovKi* 
For  near  two  centuries  no  poet  or  writer  of  note  had  adc^ed  ^he  Roman, 
tmpire.  Thofe  arts  only,  the  abufe  of;  which  have  a  certain  and  fatal  te^-^ 
dcncy  to  enervate  the  mind,  ,the  arts  of  mufic  and  cookery,  were  paflion-t 
ately  cultivated  in  all  the  refinements  of  effeminate  abufe..  The  art  of  ws^p, 
was  too  laborious  for  their  delicacy,  and  the  generous  warmth  of  herolfm 
4nd  patriotifm  was  incompatible  with  their  effeipipacy.  Whoever  read« 
the  hiilory  of  the  later  emperors  of  Rome  will  find  it  hard-  to  explain  how 
G4  ^  minds 
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When  fummer  burfts  ftem  winter's  iq^  cfasuOy 

Here  the  bold  Swede,  the  Pruffian,  and  the  Dane    •    •   . 

Hoift  the  white  fail,  and  plough  die  foamy  way, 

Chear'd  by  whole  months  of  one  continual  day. 

Between  thefe  fiiores  and  Tanais'  ruQiiog  tide 

Livonia's  fons  tod  Rnffia'shords  refidjc*  • 

Stem  as- their  clime  the  tribes,  whofe  (ires  of  yore 

The  name^  far  dreaded,  of  Sarmatians  bore. 

Where> 

minds  illuminated,  as  it  is  pretended,  by  letters  and  fdence,  could  at 
the  fame  time  be  fo  broken  as  td  fuffer  the  baieft  fmbjeaion  td  fuch'WoOt 
and  wanton  tyrants.  That  the  general  mind  of  the  empire  did  fuffer,  for 
feveral  centuries,  the  weakeft  and  moft  capricious  tyranny  is  a  faft  beyond 
difpute,  a  fad,  w^iich  moft  ftrongly  marks  theit  degenerated  thanider.  Oa 
thefe  defpicable  Sybarites  ^  the  north  poured  her  brave  and  hardy  fons,  who^ 
though  ignorant  of  polite  literature,  were  poll^Aed  of  all  the  manly  ^  virtues 
of  the  Scythians  in.  a  high  degree.  Under  their  conquefts  Europe  woro  a 
new  and  a  vigorous  face  j  and  which  however  rude,  was  infinitely  preferable 
to  that  languid  and  fickly  female  countenance,  which  it  had  lately  worm 
Even  the  ideas  of  civil  liberty  were  loft.  But  tlie  rights  of  mankind  were 
claimed,  however  rude  their  laws,  by  the  northern  invaders.  And  however 
Ignorance  may  talk  of  their  barbarity,  it  is  to  them  that  England  owes  her 
eonftitution,  which,  as  Montefquieu  obferves,  they  brought  from  the  woods 
of  Saxony.  The  fpirit  of  gallantry  and  romantic  attachment  to  the  fair  fex, 
which  diftinguKhed  the  northern  heroes,  will  make  their  manners  admired, 
while,  confidered  in  the  fame  point,  the  polished  ages  of  Greece  and  Rome  excite 
our  horror  and  deteftation.  To  add  no  more,  it  is  to  the  irruption  of  thefe 
brave  barbarians  that  modern  Europe  owes  thofe  remains  of  the  fpirit  of  liberty, 
and  fome  other  of  the  greateft  advantages,  which  (he  may  at  prefent  poilefs. 
They  introduced  a  vigour  of  mind,  which  under  the  confequences  of  the 
crufades,  and  a  variety  of  other  caufes,  has  not  only  been  able  to  revive  the 
arts,  and  improve  every  iicience,  but  has  alfo  inveftigated  and  afcertaioed 
tlie  political  intereft  and  rights  of  mankind.  In  a  manner  unknown  to  tlie 
brighteft  ages  of  the  ancient  world. 

«  Sybar'tsy  a  city  in  Grecia  Magna,  whofe  inhabitants  were  fo  effeminate, 
that  they  ordered  all  the  cocks  to  be  killed,  that  they  might  not  be  diftorbed 
by  their  early  crowing. 

b  Sec  Warton's  Hift,  Eng.  Poetry.    DiiTcrt.  II.  p.  3. 
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Where,  famed  of  old,  di'  Hircinian  foreil  lourM, 
Oft  fcen  in  ^rms  the  Poliih  troops  are  poufd 
Wide  foraging  the  downs.    The  Saxon  Tacc» 
The  Hungar  dextrous  in  the  wild-boar  chace. 
The  various  nations  whom  the  Rhine's  cold  wave 
The  Elbe^  Amafis^  and  the  Danube  hve, : 
Of  various  tongues,  for  various  princes  known. 
Their  mighty  lord  the  Ckrman  emperor  own. 
Between  the  Danube  a|id.  the  lucid  tide 
Where  haplefs  Helte  left  her  name,  and  died. 
The  dreadful  god  of  battles*  kii^dri^  racs?. 
Degenerate  now^  poflefs  the  hilis  of  Thrace;  ■- : 

Mount  Haemus  here,  apd  Rhodope  renownM, 
And  proud  Byzantium,  long  with  empire  crownM; 
Their  anciexij:  pride,  their  ancient  virtue  fled. 
Low  to  the  'ipurk  now  bend  the  fervile  head. 
Here  fpread  the  fields  of  warlike  Macedon, 
And  here  thofe  happy  lands  where  genius  {hone 
In  all  the  arts,  in  all  the  mufe's  charms. 
In  all  the  pride  of  elegance  and  arms. 
Which  to  the  heavens  rcfoundcd  Grecia's  name. 
And  left  in  every  age  a  dcathlcijs  fame. 
The  ftern  Dalmatians  till  the  neighbouring  ground ; 
And  where  Antenor  anchored  in  the  found. 
Proud  Venice  as  a  queen  majcftic  towers. 
And  o'er  the  trembling  waves  her  thunder  pours. 
For  leartlifig  gloribtis,  glorious  for  the  fword. 
While  Rome's  proud  monarch  reign'd  the  world's  dread  lord^ 

.2  Here 
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Here  too  the  heroes  who  command  die  plain 
By  Betis  watered ;  here,  the  pride  of  Spain, 
The  brave  Caftilian  paufes  o'er  his  fword. 
His  country's  dread  deliverer  and  lord. 
Proud  o*cr  the  reft,  with  fplcndid  wealth  arrayed. 
As  crown  to  this- wtde<  empire,  Europe's  head,   '  ^ 
Fair  Lufitama  finiles,  die  weftern  bound, 
Whofe  verdant  bread  the  rolling  waves  furround^ 
Where  gentle  /svening  pcrtirs  her  lambent  ray. 
The  laft  pale  gleaming  of  departing  day : 
This,  this,  Q  mighty  king,  the  facred  earthy 
This  the  lov'd  parent-foil  that  gave  me  birth. 
And  oh,  would  bounteous  heaven  my  prayer  regard, 
And  fair  fuccefs  my  perilous  toils  reward. 
May  that  dear  land  my  lateft  breath  receive. 
And  give  my  weary  bones  a  peaceful  grave. 

Sublime  the  honours  of  my  native  land. 

And  high  in  heaven's  regard  her  heroes  ftand ; 

By  5  heaven's  decree  'twas  theirs  the  firft  to  quell 

The  Moorifti  tyrants,  and  from  Spain  expel ; 

Nor  could  their  burning  wilds  conceal  their  flight. 

Their  burning  wilds  confeft  the  Lufian  might. 

From  Lufus  famed,  whofe  honoured  name  we  bear, 

(The  fon  of  Bacchus  or  the  bold  compeer,) 

The 

S  By  heaven's  deeree.'^Thh  boaft  is  according  to  the  truth  of  hiftorj.  In 
the  days  of  Portuguefe  hcroifm,  this  firft  expulfion  of  the  Moors  was  efteem- 
cd  as  a  mark  of  the  favour  with  which  heaven  had  crowned  their  defence 
of  the  Catholic  faith.    See  the  Pre^ee. 
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The  glorious  name  of  Lufitania  rofcj 

A  naxae  tremendous  to  the  Jloman  foes^  . 

Whefit  her  bold  troqpsi'  the  Taliant  fhepherd  led^ 

And  foul  wHh  roat  ibt  Roman  eagles  fled;/ 

When  haughty  Rome  atehievM  the  tre8ch^rou$>  blow,. 

That  own*d  her  terror  of.  the  matchlefs.  foe. .. 

But  when  no  more  her  Virlatus  fought^ 

Age  after  age  her  deeper  thraldom  brought^  ...1 

Her  broken  fons  by  ruthlefs  tyrants  fpum'd. 

Her  vineyards  languifh'd^  and  her  paftures  mournM; 

TUI  time  revolving  raifed  her  drooping  heaifj^ 

And  o'er  the  wondering  world  her  conquefts  fpread* 

Thtis  rofe  her  power :  the  landis  of  lordly  Spain 

Were  now  die  brave  Alonzo's  wide  domain  ^ 

Great  were  his  honours  in  the  bloody  ijght^  \ 

And  Fame  proclaim'd  him  champion  of  the  right. 

And  oft  the  groaning  Saracen's  proud  cfefl; 

Atid  Aatter'd  mail  his  awful  force  confeft. 

From  Calpe's  fummits  to  the  Cafpian  {hore 

Loud-tongued  renown  his  godlike  a&ions  bore. 

And  many  a  chief  from  diftant  re^ons  ^  came 

To  fliare  the  laurels  of  Alonzo's  fame ; 

Yet 

^    J.  the  t^reacberous  hl(m,  ■  The  afiaffinaiipn  of  Viria^s.    Sm 

tli«  note  on  Book  I.  p.  14. 

i  And  many  a  chUffrom  difiigni  rtgwu  a»9irf»«-«^--DoB  AioazOy  king  of  Spaill^ 
;|Ppreheofive  of  the  fuperior  number  of  tjhe  Moofa,  wkh  whom  he  was  ac 
war,  d^nvmded  afliftance  from  Philip  !•  of  France,  and  of  the  duke  of 
Burgundy.  According  to  the  military  ^irit  of  the  nobility  of  that  age,  no 
fooner  was  his  defire  known  than  numerous  bodies  of  troops  thronged  to  his 
fianda^*    Thefe,  in  thecourfe  of  a  few  yearSj  having  /hewn  fignal  proofs 

•f 
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Yet  more  for  holy  Faith's  unfpotted  caufe 
Their  fpears  they  wielded,  than  for  Fame's  applaufc. 
Great  were  the  deed^s  their  thundering  arms  difplay'dy 
And  {till  theirforemoft  fwords  the  battle  fway*d. 
And  now  to  honour  with  diftinguifhed  meed 
Each  hero's  worth,  the  generous  king  decreed. 
The  firft  and  braveft  of  the  foreign  bands 
Hungaria's  younger  fob  brive  Henry  J^ftands. 


of  their  courage,  ti)e  king  d|^ngu}ihe<i  tTie  leaders  with  different  marks  of 
his  regard.  To  Henry,  a  younger  fon  of  the  dulfe  of  Burgundy,  he  gave  his 
daughter  Terefa  in  marriage,  with  the  forercighty  of  the  countries  to  the 
Ibuth  of  Galicia,  commilTioning  him  to  enlarge  his  boundaries  by  the  ex- 
puUion  of  the  inftdels.  Under  the  government  of  this  great  man»  who 
i€igned  by  the  title  of  Count,  his  dominionviras  greatly  enlarged^  and  became 
more  rich  and  populous  than  before.  The  two  provinces  of  £ntro  Muib§ 
eDouro,  and  Fr<i /w  Mo«/^^,  v^cre  Tubdued,  with  tliat  part  of  ^aVa  which 
was  held  by  the  Mooriih  king.pf  fymi^Oy  vfhbxti  he  conilrained  to  pay  tri- 
bute. Many  thoulands  of  Chriftians,  who  had  fled  to  the  mountains,  took 
flielter  under  the  prote£lion  of  Count  Henry'.  Great  multitudes  of  the 
Moors  alfo  chofe  to  fubmit  and  remain  in^ their  native  country  under  a  mild 
government.  Thefe  adviantages,  added  to  the  great  fertility  of  the  foil  of 
Henry*s  dominions,  will  account  for  the  numerous  armies  and  the  frequent 
wiirs  of  the  firft  fovereigns  of  PortugaL 

k  Hungaria's  younger  yo«.— Camoens,  in  making  the  founder  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  monarchy  a  younger  Ton  of  the  lung-of:  Hungary,  has  followed  the 
old  chronologift  Calvan.  The  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  hiftorians  differ 
widely  in  their  accounts  of  the  parentage  of  this  gallant  ftranger.  Some 
biring  him  from  Conftantinople,  and  others  from  the  houfe  of  Lorain.  But 
the  cleareft  and  moft  probable  account  of  him  is  in  the  chronicle  of  FUury^ 
wherein  is  preferred  a  fragment  of  French  hiftory,  written  by  a  Benedidtine 
monk  in  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  and  in  the  time  of  Count 
Henry.  By  this  it  appears,  that  he  was  a  younger  fon  of  Henry,  the  only 
ion  of  Robert,  the  firft  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  was  a  younger  brother  of 
Henry  I.  -of  France.  Fanfliaw,  having  an  eye  to  this  hiftory,  has  taken 
the  vnwarrantable  liberty  to  alter  the  fadt  as  mentioned  by  his  author. 
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To  him  are  given  the  fields  where  Tagus  flowsi 
And  the  glad  king  his  daughter's  hand  beftows; 
The  fair  Terefa  Ihines  his  blooming  bride. 
And  owns  her  father's  love,  and  Henry's  pride. 
With  her,  befides,  the  fire  confirms  in  dowet 
Whate'er  his  fword  might  refcue  from  the  Mopt; 
And  foon  on  Hagar's  race  the  hero  pours 
His  warlike  fury— foon  the  vanquilhM  Moors 
To  him  far  round  the  neighbouring  lands  refign, 
And  heaven  rewards  him  with  a  glorious  Ene.    ' 
To  him  is  bom, .  heaven's  gift,  a  gallant  fon. 
The  glorious  founder  of  the  Lufian  throne*     ' 
Nor  Spainfs  wide  lands  alone  his  deeds 'atteft, 
Deliver'd  Judah  Henry's  might  *  confeft. 
On  Jordan's  bank  the  vi£lor-hero  ftrode, 
Whofe  hallowed  waters  bathed  the  Saviour-God  1 

And 

Amongji  tbeje  Henrys  Jaith  the  Infiory^ 

A  younger  Jon  of  France^  and  a  brave  frineef 

Had  Portugal  in  lot.  ■ 

And  the  jame  kutg  did  bis  own  daughter  tie       , 

To  bim  in  wedlock,  to  infer  from  thence 

His  firmer  love 
Nor  are  ^Lftorians  agreed  on  the  birth  of  Donna  Terefa,  th*  fpoufe  of  Count 
Henry.  Brandam,  and  other  Portug;uefe  hiftorians,  arc  at  great  pains  V9 
prove  „tbat  (he  was  the  legitimate  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  the  beautiful 
JTanena  de  Guzman.  But  it  appears  from  the  more  authentic  chronicle  of 
Fifuryf  that  JTtmena  mzs  oxAy  his  concubine.  And  it  is  evident  fix>m  all  th« 
biftorians,  that  Donna  ^Urraca,  the  heireft  of  her  father's  kingdom,  wat 
younger  thim  her  half*^fter,  the  wife  of  Count  Henry. 

1  DtRver^d  Judah  HenryU  might  confefi.'^Hls  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land 
is  mentioned  by  (bme  monkUh  writers,  "but  from  the  other  parts  of  his  hif- 
tory  it  it  highly  improbable.  CamoSns,  however,  (hews  his  judgment  In 
adopting  every  traditionary  circumilance  that  might  give  tfk  air  o£  folemnity 
to  hit  poem* 
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And  Salem's  gate  her  open  folds  difphfd. 
When  Godfrey  conquered  by  the  heroi'^  aid. 
But  now  no  more  in  tented  fields  oppoled^ 
By  Tagus'  fbeam  kis  honoured  age  he  dofed  % 
Yet  ftill  his  cUumtlefs  worth,  his  Tirtue  ]xwcd. 
And  all  the  father  in  the  fon  furvived. 
And  foon  his  wf>rth  was  prov^i  the  parent »  dame 
Avowed  a  fecond  hytneneal  flame. 
The  low-bom  fpoufe  affumes  the  monarch's  pIaoe» 
And  from  the  ^oi^  expels  the  QfpUsin  nice. 
But  young  Ajphonfo,  Uke  his  fires  of  yore, 
(His  grandfire's  Yirtnes.ashis  name  he  bore,) 
Arms  for  th^  .fight»  bis  ravifli'd  thixme  to  wia^ 
And  the  laced  helmet  grafps  his  beardlcls  diio. 
Her  fierccft  firebrands  Civil  Difcord  wavedy 
Before  her  troops  the  luftful  mother  raved ; 

Loft 


">      ■    de  parent  dame.'  Don  Alonzo  Enriquez,  fon  of  Count  Henry, 

was  only  entered  into  his  third  year  when  bis  father  died.  His  mother 
aifumed  the  reins  of  government,  and  appointed  Don  Feramdo  Perez  de 
Iraba  to  be  her  minifter.  When  the  young  prince  was  in  his  eighteenth 
ytaxy  fome  of  the  nobility,  who  either  envied  the  power  of  Don  ¥ere%^  or 
were  really  otfended  with  the  reports  that  were  fpread  of  his  lanriiliarity 
ivith  the  prince's  mother,  o£  his  intention  to  marry  her,  and  to  exclade  the 
lawful  heir,  ealily  perfuaded  the  young  count  to  take  arras,  aad  afiume  the 
iovereignty.  A  battle  enfued,  in  which  the  prince  was  viaorious.  Terdky 
it  is  faid,  retired  into  the  caftle  of  LegonafiXy  where  (he  was  taken  captive  by 
her  fon,  who  condemned  her  to  perpetual  imprlfomnent^  and  ordered  chaiaa 
to  be  put  upon  her  legs.  That  Don  Alonzo  made  war  againll  his  mother, 
vanquifhed  her  party,  and  that  ftie  died  in  prifon  about  two  years  after,  A.D. 
II 30,  are  certain.  But  the  caufe  of  the  war,  that  his  mother  was  married 
to,  or  intended  to  marry  Don  Pcre^^  and  that  (he  was  put  in  chains^  arc 
uncertain. 
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Loft  to  maternal  love^  and  loft  to  fliame^ 
tJnawed  flic  faw  heaven's  awful  vengeance  flame ; 
The  btotber's  fword  die  brother's  bofom  tore. 
And  fad  Guimarla's  meadows  blufli'd  with  gore; 
With  Lufian  gore  the  pealant's  cot  was  ftain'd. 
And  kindred  blood  the  facred  flirine  profaned. 

Here,  cruel  Progne,  here,  O  Jafon's  wife, 
Yet  reeking  with  your  children's  purple  life. 
Here  glut  your  eyes  with  deeper  guilt  than  yours ; 
Here  fiercer  rage  her  fiercer  rancour  pours. 
Your  crime  was  vengeance  on  the  faithlefs  fires. 
But  here  ambition  with  foul  luft  confpires.  ' 

'Twas  rage  of  love^  O  "  ScyJIa,  urged  the  knife 
That  robb'd  thy  father  of  his  fated  life ; 
Here  grofler  rage  the  mother's  breaft  inflamesy 
And  at  her  guiltlefs  fon  the  vengeance  aims ; 
But  aims  in  vain ;  her  ilaughter'd  forces  yield. 
And  the  brave  youth  rides,  viftor  o'er  the  field. 
No  more  his  fubjedts  lift  the  thirfty  fword. 
And  the  glad  realm  proclaims  the  youthful  lord* 
But  ah,  how  wild  the  nobleft  tempers  run  I 
His  filial  duty  now  forfakes  the  fon ; 

Secluded 

«  ''Twas  rage  oflvue^  0  Seylla  '  The  Scylla  here  alluded  to  was,  ac- 
cording to  fable,  the  daughter  of  Nifus  king  of  Megara,  who  had  a  purple 
lock,  in  which  lay  the  fate  of  his  kingdom.  MinOs  of  Crete  made  war 
againft  him,  for  whom  Scylla  conceived  fo  violent  a  paiTion,  that  Ihe  cut  off 
the  fatal  lock  while  her  father  flept.  Minos  on  this  was  vi^orious,  but  re- 
jeded  the  loVe  of  the  unnatural  daughter,  who  in  defpair  flung^  herfelf 
from  a  rock,  and  in  the  fall  was  changed  into  a  lark. 
Vol.  I.  H 
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Secluded  from  the  dafy,  in  clanking  chains 

His  rage  the*  patent's  ageid  limbs  cdnftrains. 

Heaven  frownM— dark  vengeance  Ibwring  on  his  browsj 

And  flieath'd  in  brafs  the' proud  Caftilian  rofc, 

Refolved  the  rigour  to  his  daughter  fhewn, 

The  battle  fliould  avenge,  iand  blood  atOne. 

A  numerous  hoft  againft  the  prince  he  fped. 

The  valiant  'prince  his  little'  atthy  l^d : 

Dire  was  the  ftock^  ^le  deep  riven  helilns  refound, 

'And  foes  with' foes' lie  grappling '6n  the  ground. 

Yet  though  afOuii'd  the  ftriplihg's  facred  head 

By  angel  liands  etherial  Ihields  were  fpread  5 

Though  glorio'iis  triumph  on  his  val6ur  fmlled. 

Soon  on  his  Van  the  baffled  foe  recdil'd : 

With  bands  more  riumetdiis  to  the  field  he  came^ 

His  proud' heart*  bufriing  ^ifh  thexage  of  fliatme. 

And  now  irt  tuVn  GtiiniaHa's  lofty  wall. 

That  faw  his  trium|)h,  ftw  the  hero  fsrll : 

Within  the  town  immured,  diftreft  he  lay. 

To  ftern  Caftilia's  fwbrd  a  certain  ptey. 

When  now  the  guardian  of  his  infant  years, 

The  valiant  Egas,  as  a  gdd  appears; 

To  proud  Cafteel  the  fUppliaht  nbble  bows. 

And  faithful  homage  for  his  prince  he  vows. 

The  proud  Cafteel  accepts  his  honourM  faith. 

And  peace  fucceeds  the  dreadful  fcenes  of  death. 

Yet  well,  alas,  the  generous  Egas  knew  - 

His  high-fouUd  prince  to  man  would  never  fue, 

a  Would 
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Would  never  fto€^  to  brobk  the  fervik  ftaki. 
To  hold  a  fcofirowM,  a  dependent  teign. 
And  now  with  gloomy  afpe£^  rofe  the  day. 
Decreed  thfe  pKghted  fcrvilc  rites  to  pay  5 
When  Egas  to  redeem  his  faith's  difgraee 
Devotes  himfetf,  his  fpoufe,  and  itifant  race. 
In  gowns  of  white,  as  fentenced  felons  clad. 
When  to  the  (lake  die  fons  of  guile  are  led, 
With  feet  unfliod  they  flowly  moved  along. 
And  from  their  necks  the  knotted  halters  hung. 
And  now,  O  king,  tihe  kneeling  Egas  cries. 
Behold  my  perjured  honour^s  facrificc : 
If.fuch  mean  vidlims  can  atone  thine  ire. 
Here  let  my  wife,  my  babes,  myfelf  expire. 
If  generous  bofoms  fuch  revenge  can  take. 
Here  let  them  perifli  for  the  father^s  fake : 
The  guilty  tongue,  the  guilty  hands  are  thefe. 
Nor  let  a  common  death  thy  wrath  appeafe  ^ 
For  us  let  all  ^bt  rage  of  torture  bum. 
But  to  my  prince,  thy  fon,  in  friendihip  turn. 

He  fpdke,  and  boVd  his  proftrate  body  low. 
As  one  who  waits  the  lifted  fabre's  blow. 
When  o'er  the  block  his  languid  arms  are  fpread. 
And  death,  foretafted,  whelms  the  heart  with  dread. 
So  great  a  leader  thus  in  humbled  ftate. 
So  firm  his  loyalty,  and  sEeal  fo  great. 
The  brave  Alonzo's  kindled  ire  fubdued. 
And  loft  in  filent  joy  the  monarch  ftood  $ 

Ha  Then 
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Tim  prre  tbp  Iiaiid»  and  flieath'd  die  boftile  fwoid^ 
And  to  fodi  *  baoQvr  honoai'd  pe^oc  itftoi^ 

'  (Ml  Lafian  £udil.Qh  waLbqfVMidxnnpm 
Wbat  greater  d90|p'ooqld  die^Pcifia^ 
"Whotc  prince  in  tefn%  tp  m^:^  mng^;Woe« 
Forgot  the  joy  for  Babylon's  p  a'cr^urow. 
And  now  the  yootfa&U  horo  iMnesin  so^ 
The  banlu  of  Tagoa  echq  war^a  ^darma : 
0^:r  Oariqnef8;wide  can^aign  his  oifigna  wave^    -* 
And  the  proud  Saracen'  to  combat  bntfc* '    t     . 
Thoogh  prndence  might  arraign  ilia  fiery  iigie  • 
Thatdaredj  with  one^  each  hondred  ^peara  enga^e^ 
In  heaven's  protc&iiig  cai]e  his  courage  fiea^ 
And  heaYcn,  his  friend,  foperior:  force  fappliea. 
Five  Moorifh  kings  againft  him  march  along, 
Ifmar  the  nobleft  of  the  armed  throng ; 
Yet  each  brave  monarch  claim'd  the  foldier's  name. 
And  far  o'er  many  a  land  was  known  to  fame. 

In 

•  ^d  tofucb  Atf»flwr.'~The  authors  of  the  Univerial  Hiftory  having  re- 
lated the  ikory  of  £gas>  add,  **  All  this  is  very  pleafant  and  entertaining,  but 
wc  fee  no  fufficient  reafon  to  affirm  that  there  is  one  fyllaUe  of  it  true.'* 

But  though  hidory  afford  no  authentic  document  of  this  tnuifadion,  tra- 
dition,  the  t>oet*8  authority,  is  not  filent.  And  the  monument  of  £gaz  in 
the  monaftery  of  Pa^o  de  Souza  gives  it  countenance.  Egaz  and  his  fimily 
are  there  reprefented,  in  has  relief,  in  the  attitude  and  garb,  ikys  Caftera>  as 
defcribed  by  Camoens. 

P Bahylcm^s  o^ertbrow.^^When  Darius  laid  fiege  to  Babylon,  one  of  his 

lords,  named  Zopyrus,  having  cut  off  bis  nofe  and  ears,  perfuaded  the  enemy 
that  he  had  received  thefe  indignities  from  the  cruelty  of  his  mafter.  Being 
appointed  to  a  chief  cammand  in  Babylon^  he  betn^  the  city  to  Dviva^ 
Vid.  Juftin. 
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In  all  the  beauteous  glow  of  blooming  years, 
Befidc  each  king  a  warrior ^  nymph  appears; 
Each  with  her  fword  her  valiant  lover  guards. 
With  fmiles  infpires  him,  and  with  fmiles  rewards; 
Such  was  the  valour  of  the  beauteous  '  maid, 
Whofe  warlike  arm  proud  Ilion's  fate  delayed : 
Such  in  the  field  the  virgin  warriors  (hone. 
Who  drank  the  limpid  wave  of »  Thermodon. 

'Twas  morn's  ftill  hour,  before  the  dawning  grey 
The  ftars'  bright  twinkling  radiance  died  away  j 
When  lo,  refplendent  in  the  heaven  ferene. 
High  ofer  the  prince  the  facred  crofs  was  feen ; 
The  godlike  prince  with  faith's  warm  glow  Inflamed, 
Oh,  not  to  me,  my  bounteous  God,  exclakn'd. 

Oh, 

q  Befide  each  king  a  warrior  rymfb  ^Mri.— -The  Spanifli  and  Portuguefe 
hiftories  aiford  feveral  inftances  of  the  Moorifh  thiefs  being  attended  in  the 
field  of  battle  by  their  miftrefles»  and  of  the  romantic  gallantry  and  Ama- 
zonian courage  of  thefe  ladies.  Where  this  is  mentioned,  the  name  of 
George  de  Sylveyra  ought  to  be  recorded.  When  the  Portuguefe  aHTiiled  the 
king  of  Melinda  againft  his  enemy  of  Oja,  they  gave  a  fignal  defeat  to  the 
Moors  in  a  foreft  of  palm-  trees.  In  the  purifuit  Sylveyra  faw  a  Moor  leading 
off  a  beautiful  young  woman  through  a  bye-path  of  the  wood.  He  purfued, 
and  the  Moor  perceiving  his  danger,  difcovered  the  moil  violent  agitation  for 
the  fafety  of  his  miftrefs,  whom  he  entreated  to  fly  while  he  fought  bis 
enemy*  But  Ihe  with  equal  emotion  refufed  to  leave  him,  and  perflfted  in 
the  refolution  to  Ihare  his  fate.  Sylveyra,  ftruck  with  this  tender  flrife  of 
aff2£Uon,  generpufly  left  them>  exclaiming,  God  forbid  that  my  Jword  Jbouli 
interrupt  Jucb  love, 

^  The  beauteous  maid,  Penthefilea,  queen  of  the  Amazons,  who,  after 

leaving  fignalized  her  valour  at  the  fiege  of  Troy,  was  killed  by  Achilles. 

s  Tbermodon^^A  river  of  Scythia  in  the  countiy  of  the  Amasons. 

H3 


Ana  wim  nnn  iinaes,  ana  neaTing  oreaiis,  aavance  • 

Then  burft  the  filence.  Hail,  O  king,  they  cry  ; 

Our  king,  our  king,  the  echoing  dales  reply. 

Fired  at  the  found,  with  fiercer  ardour  glows 

The  heaven-n^e  monarch ;  on  the  warelefs  fees 

Rulhing,  he  fpeeds  his  ardent  bands  along : 

So  when  the  chace  excites  the  ruftic  throng, 

Roufed  to  fierce  madnefs  by  their  mingled  cries. 

On  the  wild  bull  the  red-eyed  mafUff  flies : 

The  ftcm-brow'd  tyrant  roars  and  tears  the  ground. 

His  watchful  horns  portend  the  deathful  wound  ; 

The  nimble  maftiff,  fpringing  on  the  foe. 

Avoids  the  furious  fharpnefs  of  the  blow : 

Now  by  the  neck,  now  by  the  gory  fides 

Hangs  fierce,  and  all  his  bellowing  rage  derides  : 

In  vain  his  eye-balls  bum  with  living  fire. 

In  vain  his  noftrils  clouds  of  fmoke  refpire ; 

His  gorge  torn  down,  down  falls  the  furious  prize 

With  ^  hollow  thundering  found,  and  raging  dies. 
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Thus  on  the  Moors  the  hero  rulh'd  along, 

Th'  aftonifliM  Moors  in  wild  confufion  throtig ; 

They  fnatch  their  arms,  the  hafty  trumpet  founds, 

With  horrid  yell  the  drea4  alarm  rebounds  j 

The  warlike  tumult  maddens  o'er  the  plain, 

As  when  the  flame  devours  the  bearded  grain : 

The  nightly  flames  the  whiftling  winds  infpire, 

Fierce  through  the  braky  thicket  pours  the  fire  : 

Rous*d  by  the  crackling  of  the  mounting  blaze. 

From  fleep  the  fliepherds  ftart  in  wild  amaze ; 

They  fnatch  their  cloaths  with  m^ny  a  woeful  cry. 

And  fcatter'd  devious  to  the  mountains  fly. 

Such  fudden  dread  the  trembling  Moors  alarms. 

Wild  and  confufed  they  fnatch,  the  ncareft  arms ; 

Yet  flight  they  fcorn,  and  eager  to  engage 

Th^y  fpur  their  foamy  fl:ecds,  and  truft  their  furious  rage : 

Amidft  the  horror  of  the  headlong  (hock. 

With  foot  unfhaken  as  the  living  rock 

Stands  the  bold  Lufian  firm ;  the  purple  wounds 

Gu(h  horrible,  deep  groaning  rage  refounds ; 


Reeking 


As  ivben  a  /ion,  rujhing  from  bis  den, 
Amidfi  the  plain  of  feme  *VDide'water*d  fen^ 
(Where  numerous  oxen,  as  at  eafe  tbey  feed. 
At  large  expatiate  o*er  the  ranker  mead^) 
Leaps  on  the  herds  before  the  berdjman^s  eyes  ^ 
The  trembling  berdfrtanfar  to  dijiance  flies ; 
Some  lordly  huH  (the  reft  dijpers'^d  an^  fled) 
■Wif  fngles  out,  arreftsf  and  lays  him  dead, 
^Tbus  from  the  rage  of  Jove-like  HeEiorfivto 
All  Greece  in  heaps  5  but  one  hefeiz'd,  and  flew  ^ .- 
Mycenian  Ptriphas*  Po»«,  II  XV. 

H4 


104  THE   LUSIAD.  book  iii. 

Reeking  behind  the  Moorifh  backs  appear 
The  ftiining  point  of  many  a  Lufian  fpear ; 
The  mall-coats,  hauberks,  and  the  hamefs  ftecrd, 
Bruis'd,  hackt,  and  torn,  lie  fcatter'd  o'er  the  field ; 
Beneath  the  Lufian  fweepy  force  overthrown, 
Crufli'd  by  their  batter'd  mails  the  wounded  groan ; 
Burning  with  thirfl:  they  draw  their  panting  breathy 
And  curfe  their  prophet  as  they  writhe  in  death. 
Arnis  fever'd  from  the  trunks  ftill  grafp  the  »  fteel. 
Heads  gafping  rowl ;  the  fighting  fquadrons  reel  5 

Fainty 

w '  ftill  grafp  the  fteel — There  is  a  paflage  in  Xenophon,  upon  which 

perhaps  Camoens  had  his  eye.  Eire*  H  sXn^sv  n*  /Ma;^>})  wctplTv  lUUi  t«v  fi^ 
yiv  a^uali  'mt^fixivnr,  8cc.  <*  When  the  battle  was  over  one  might  behold, 
*«  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  field,  the  ground  purpled  with  blood,  the 
«  bodies  of  friends  and  enemies  ftretched  over  each  other,  the  fliields  pierced, 
*<  the  fpears  broken,  and  the  drawn  fwords,  fome  fcattered  on  the  earth* 
<«  fome  plunged  in  the  bofoms  of  the  flain,  and  Ibme  yet  grafped  in  the 
<«  hands  of  the  dead  foldjers/* 

As  it  was  neceffary  in  the  preface  to  give  a  charafter  of  the  French  tranf- 
lation  of  the  Lufiad,  fome  fupport  bf  that  character  is  neceflary  in  the  notes. 
To  point  out  every  inftance  of  the  unpoetical  tafte  of  Caftera,  were  to  give 
his  paraphrafe  of  every  fine  paiTage  in  Camoens.  His  management  of  this 
battle  will  give  an  idea  of  his  manner ;  it  is  therefore  tranfcribed.  *<  Le  P<n^ 
t^gais  heurte  impetuejement  les  foldats  d'^Jfrnar,  les  ren,verfe  et  leur  ouvre  lefein  a 
coups  de  lance  ;  on  Je  rencontre,  on  fe  choque  avec  une  fureur  qui  ehranleroit  lefom~ 
met  de  montagnes.  La  terre  tremble  Jous  les  pas  des  courftersfougueux ;  Vimpitoy' 
able  Erinnys  -voit  des  blcjjures  enormes  et  de  coups  dignes  d^elles  :  les  guerriers  de 
Lufus  btljenty  ccupent,  taille/tt,  enfonunt  plaftrons,  armureSf  boucliers,  cuirajfes 
et  turbans  j  la  Parque  etend  fes  ailes  afffeujes  fur  les  Mauritains,  run  expire  en 
mordant  la  pouffure,  V autre  implore  le  fecours  de  fon  prqphete ;  tetes  jambes  et 
bras  •volent  et  bondijfent  de  toutes  parts,  Pceil  n''apper^oit  que  vifages  couverts 
d''une  paleur  livide,  que  corps  d/chires  et  qu^entrailles  palpitantes.^^  Had  Caftera 
ferioufly  intended  to  burkfque  his  author  he  gould  fcarcely  have  better  fuc- 
ceeded.  As  tranHation  cannot  convey  a  perfect  idea  of  an  author's  man- 
ner, it  is  therefore  not  attempted.  Tbe  attack  ivas  ivitb  fuch  fury  that  it  might 
Jhake  tbe  tops  of  tbe  mountains :  This  bombaft,  and  the  wretched  anticlimax 

endins 
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Fainty  and  weak  with  languid  arms  they  clofe. 

And  ftaggering  grapple  with  the  ftaggering  foes: 

So  when  an  oak  falls  headlong  on  the  lake. 

The  troubled  waters,  flowly  fettling,  (hake : 

So  faints  the  languid  combat  on  the  plain. 

And  fettling  ftaggers  o'er  the  heaps  of  ilain. 

Again  the  Lufian  fury  wakes  its  fires. 

The  terror  of  the  Moors  new  ftrength  infpires ; 

The  fcatter'd  few  in  wild  confufion  fly. 

And  total  rout  refounds  the  yelling  cry. 

Defiled  with  one  wide  flieet  of  reeking  gore. 

The  verdure  of  the  lawn  appears  no  more : 

In  bubbling  ftreams  the  lazy  currents  run. 

And  {hoot  red  flames  beneath  the  evening  fun. 

With  fpoils  enrich'd,  with  glorious  trophies  *  crown'd. 

The  heaven-made  fovercign  on  the  battle  ground 

Three 

ending  with  turbans,  ^re  not  in  the  original ;  from  which  indeed  the  whole 
|s  extremely  wide.  Had  he  added  any  poetical  image,  any  flower  to  the 
embroidery  of  his  author,  the  increafe  of  the  richnefs  of  the  tilTue  would 
have  rendered  his  work  more  pleafing.  It  was  therefore  his  intereit  to  do 
fp.  But  it  was  not  in  the.  feelings  of  Caftera  to  tranflate  the  Lufiad  with 
the  fpirit  of  Canioens. 

X   I  juitb  glorious  trophies  crowned*         This;  memorable  battle  was 

fought  in  the  plains  of  Ourique,  in  1139.  The  engagement  lafted  fix  hours  ; 
the  Moors  were  totally  routed  with  incredible  (laughter.  On  the  field  of 
battle  Alonzo  was  proclaimed  king  of  Portugal.  The  Portuguefe  writers 
have  given  many  fabuJous  accounts  of  this  vidlory.  Some  affirm,  that 
the  Moorifh  army  amounted  to  380,000 ;  others,  480,000,  and  others  fwell 
it  tp  600,000 ;  whereas  Don  Alonzo's  did  not  exceed  1 3,000.  Miracles 
inuft  alfo  be  added.  Alonzo,  they  tell  us,  being  in  great  perplexity,  fat 
down  to  comfort  his  mind  by  the  perufal  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Having 
f ead  the  Aory  of  Gideon,  he  funk  into  a  deep  deep,  in  which  he  faw  a  very 

old 
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Three  days  ericampt,  to  reft  his  weary  train, 
Whofe  dauntlefs  valour  drove  the  Moors  from  Sp^. 
And  now  in  honour  of  the  glorious  day, 
When  five  proud  monarchs  fell  his  vanquifli'd  prey. 

On 

old  man  In  a  remarkable  drefs  come  Into  bis  tent,  and  aflure  him  of  vl^ory. ' 
His  chamberlain  coming  in^  waked  bim»  and  told  him  there  was  an  old 
man  very  importunate  to  fpeak  with  him.  Don  Alonzo  ordered  him  to  b^ 
.  brought  in,  and  no  (boner  faw  him  than  he  knew  him  to  be  the  old  man 
whom  he  had  feen  in  his  dream.  This  venerable  perfon  acquainted  him^ 
that  he  was  a  fiiherman,  and  had  led  a  life  of  penance  for  fixty  years  on  ai% 
adjacent  rock,  where  it  had  been  revealed  to  him,  that  if  the  Count  m^iched 
his  army  the  next  morning,  as  foon  as  he  heard  a  certain  b^H  riag,  hp 
IhouM  receive  the  ftrongeft  aflurance  of  viftory.  Accordingly,  at  the  ring- 
ing of  the  bell,  the  Count  put  his  army  in  motion,  and  fuddenly  beheld  in 
the  eailem  (ky,  the  figure  of  the  Crofs,  and  Chrift  upon  it,  who  promifed 
him  a  complete  victory,  and  commanded  him  to  accept  the  title  of  king,  if 
it  was  offered  him  by  the  army.  The  fame  writers  add,  that  as  a  ftandiog 
memorial  of  this  miraculous  event,  Don  Alonzo  changed  the  arms  which 
bis  &ther  had  given,  of  a  crofs  azure  in  a  field  argent,  for  five  efcutcheons, 
each  charged  with  five  bezants,  in  memory  of  the  five  wounds  of  Chrid. 
Others  aifert,  that  he  gave  in  a  field  argent  five  efcutcheons  azure,  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,  each  charged  with  five  bezants  argent,  placed  falterwife, 
with  a  point  fable,  in  memory  of  five  wounds  he  himfelf  received,  and  of 
five  Moorifh  kings  flain  in  the  battle.  There  is  an  old  record,  faid  to  be 
V^ritten  by  Don  Alonzo,  in  which  the  flory  of  the  vifion  is  related  upon 
hismajefty's  oath.  The  Spanifh  critics,  however,  have  difcovered  many 
inconfiflencies  in  it.  They  find  the  language  intermixed  with  phrafes  not 
then  in  ufe  :  it  bears  the  date  of  the  year  of  our  Lord,  at  a  time  when  that 
sera  had  not  been  Introduced  into  Spain ;  and  John,  Bifhop  of  Coimbra,  figns 
as  a  witnefs  before  John,  metropolitan  of  Braja,  which  is  contrary  to  eccle- 
fiaftical  rule.  Thefe  circumflances,  however,  are  not  mentioned  to  prove 
the  falfehood  of  the  vifion,  but  to  vindicate  the  charafter  of  Don  Alonzo 
from  any  fhare  in  the  oath  which  paffes  under  his  name.  The  truth  is, 
the  Portuguefe  were  always  unwilling  to  pay  any  homage  to  the  king  of 
Caflile.  They  adorned  tlie  battle  which  gave  birth  to  their  monarchy,  with 
miracle,  and  the  new  fovereignty  with  a  command  from  heaven,  circum- 
flances extremely  agreeable  both  to  the  military  pride  and  the  fuperAition 
of  thefe  times.  The  regal  dignity  and  conftitution  of  the  monarchy,  how- 
ever. 
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On  his  broad  buckler,  uaadora^d  before, 
Placed  as  a  crofs^  five  azure  ihicMs  he  y  wore 

la 

ever,  were  not  fettled  till  about  fix  years  after  the  battle  of  Ourique,  For 
mankind,  fay  the  authors  of  the  Unjyerfal  Hiftory^  were  not  thea  fa  igao* 
rant  and  barbarous,  as  to  fuffer  a  changp  of  government  to  be  mad^  without 
any  farther  ceremony,  than  a  tumultuous  huzza.  An  account  of  the  co- 
ronation of  the  firft  king  o£  Portugal,  and  the  principles  of  liberty  which 
then  prevailed  in  that  kingdom,  are  worthy  of  our  attention.  The  arms  df 
Don  of  Alonzo  having  been  attended  with  great  fticcefs,  in  1145  he  called 
an  aflembly  of  the  prelates*  nobility,  and  commons,  at  Lamtgo,  Whea 
the  aflembly  opened,  he  appeared,  feated  on  the  throne,  but  without  any 
other  marks  of  regal  dignity.  Laurence  de  VUgas  then  demanded  of  the 
aflembly,  whether,  according  to  the  elcftion  on  the  fteld  of  battle  at  Ourupie^ 
and  the  briefs  of  Pope  Eugenius  III.  they  choofed  to  have  Don  Alon%o  Enrim 
que%  for  their  king  ?  Tq  this  they  anfwered  they  were  willing.  He  thea  de- 
manded, if  they  defired  the  monarchy  fliould  be  eledive  or  hereditary.  They 
declared  theii'  intention  to  be,  that  the  crown  ftiould  defcend  to  the  heirs 
male  of  AUrmo.  Laurence  de  Viegai  then  aflced,  <<  Is  it  your  pleafure  that  he 
**  be  inveded  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty?**  He  was  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive ;  and  the  archbifliop  of  Braga  placed  the  crown  upon  his  head,  the 
king  having  his  fword  drawn  in  his  hand.  As  foon  as  crowned,  AlonM 
thus  addrcfled  the  aflembly ;  **  BleflTed  be  God,  who  has  always  aflifled  me, 
**  and  has  enabled  me,  with  this  fword,  to  deliver  you  from  all  your  ene- 
**  mies.  I  ftiall  ever  wear  it  for  your  defence.  You  have  made  me  a  king, 
<<  and  it  is  but  jufl:  that  you  fliould  fliare  with  me  in  takiiig  care  of  the 
**  flate.  I  am  your  king^  and  as  (uch  let  us  make  laws  to  fecure  the  h9f>pi- 
**  nefs  of  this  kingdom."  Eighteen  ftiort  ftatutes  were  then  framed,  and 
aSested  to  by  the  people.  Laurence  de  Viegas  at  length  propofed  the  great 
queftion.  Whether  it  was  their  pleafure  that  the  king  fliould  go  to  Leon,  to 
do  homage  and  pay  tribute  to  that  prince,  or  to  any  other.  On  this,  every 
man  drawing  his  fword,  cried  with  a  loud  voicfr,  "  We  are  free,  and  our 
<<  king  is  free ;  we  owe  our  liberty  to  our  courage.  If  the  king  &ail  at  any 
<*  time  fubmit  to  fuch.  an  a£i,  he  deferves  death,  and  fliall  not  reign  either 
"  over  us,  or  apiong  us.*^  The  king  then  rifing  up>  approved  thi^  declar. 
ation,  and  declared,  That  if  any  of  his  defcendants  confented  to  &ch  a 
fubmiflion,  he  was  unworthy  to  fucceed,  fliould  be  reputed  inc?p;able  of 
wearing  the  crown,  and  that  the  ele^ion  of  another  fovereign  fliouM  im« 
mediately  take  place. 

y  — — /i7e  azure  fiields,^—* — Fanfliaw's  tranflation  of  this  is  curious, 
is  literal  in  the  circumflances,  b)it  the  debafements  marked  in  italic  are 
his  own : 

In 


b  grateful  memofj  of  liie  beavealf  figo,  ^  ^ 


_  Nor  kjPg  htt  finil^%pi  Uk  the  fcabbarj  il^t» 

ffit  waii3[e  ann  inoeSifiif  laiirds  loq^: 

fWn  I^ejia's  walk  die  l»%d  Ifioar  fliesy  _ 

And  ftxH^  AfRxndia  fiiHl  lus  cooqpei^d  ^lizei 

^thdt  liQimii?4  Icnn^  ,  ./,. 

Thf  fioBKKMh  aiid  XonfB  warej  d^^ 

And  vaaqnifli'd  |i^ifira  jiclda  liar  ppoii^  Ip^dr.     ■  ;^/*,I 

The  loiiar  flbomms  firac  hk  tioopB  di^y ' 

ttrir  warchipg  haaacta  and  t^icir  faawre  anay  j  .  \  —  - 

To  limi  fttbonts  fm  CSntra^fli  q^  d<^  ^^' 

Xbe  Ipodui^  xefnge  of  file  Naya^ 

VThtn  love's  fweet  iTnares  die  pining  nym|»li8  wouEl  (hun : 

AlaSy  in  vain  from  wanner  climes  they  run : 

The  cooUng  fhades  awake  die  young  defiresy 

And  die  cold  fountains  cherifli  love's  foft  fires* 

And 

In  thefe  five  fliields  he  paints  the  recompence 
(fls  triftta  Dinbarosi  the  thirty  Denarii,  fays  Camoens.) 
For  which  the  lord  was  fold,  in  various  ink 
Writing  bis  biftory^  who  did  difpenfe 
Such  fsvoMT  to  hira,  more  tban  beart  could  tbink» 
(Writing  the  remembrapce  of  him,  by  whom  he  was  favoured^  in  nAr 
eus  colours.   Camdem.) 

In  every  of  the  five  he  paints  five-fetue 
So  fums  the  thirty  ky  a  cinque-fold  cinque 
Accounting  that  which  is  the  center,  twice. 
Of  the  five  cinques,  which  he  doth  place  crpfs-wlf<;« 
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I 
And  thou,  famed  Lifboa,  whofe  embattled  wall 

Rofe  by  the  *  hand  that  wrought  prottd  Uion's  fall  j 

Thou  queen  *  of  cities,  whom  the  feas  obey. 

Thy  dreaded  ramparts  ownM  Ihc  hero's  fway. 

Far  from  the  north  a  warlike  navy  bore 

From  Elbe,  from  Rhine,  and  Albion's  mifty  (hore> 

To  refcue  Salem's  long-polluted  (hrine ; 

Their  force  to  great  Alonzo's  force  they  join ; 

Before  Ulyfles'  walls  the  navy  rides. 

The  joyful  Tagus  laves  their  pitchy  fides. 

Five  times  the  moon  her  empty  horns  conceaFd, 

Five  times  her  broad  effulgence  (hone  reveal'd. 

When,  wrapt  in  clouds  of  duft,  her  mural  pride 

Falls  thundering, — ^black  the  fmoaking  breach  yawns  wide. 

As 

*  Rofe  By  the  band,  >  The  tradition,  that  Lisbon  Was  built  by  Ulyflci, 
and  thence  called  OlyJJipoHsy  is  as  common  as  that  (and  of  equal  authorit/ 
with  it)  which  fays,  that  Brute  landed  a  colony  of  Trojans  in  England,  and 
gave  the  name  of  Britannia  to  the  ifland. 

a  Thou  quten  of  cities, -^^The  conqueft  of  Liibon  was  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance to  the  infant  monarchy.  It  is  one  of  the  fincft  ports  in  the  worlds 
and  ere  the  invention  of  cannon,  was  of  great  flrength.  The  old  Moorifli 
wall  was  flanked  by  feventy-feven  towers,  was  about  fix  miles  in  length* 
and  fourteen  in  circumference.  When  befieged  by  Don  Alonzo,  according 
to  fome,  it  was  garrifoned  by  an  army  of  200,000  men.  This,  not  to  fay 
impolTible,  is  highly  incredible.  That  it  was  (Irong,  however,  and  wcU 
garrifoned,  is  certain.  It  is  alfo  certain,  that  Alonzo  owed  the  conqueft  of 
it  to  a  fleet  of  adventurers,  who  were  going  to  the  Holy  Land,  the  greateft 
part  of  whom  were  Englilh.  One  Udai  op  Rhys,  in  his  tour  through  Por- 
tugal, fays,  that  Alonzo  gave  them  Almada^  on  the  fide  of  the  Tagus  op- 
pofite  to  Lifbon,  and  that  Villa  Franca  was  peopled  by  them,  which  they 
called  Cornuallay  either  in  honour  of  their  native  country,  or  from  the  rich 
meadows  in  its  neighbourhood,  where  immenfe  herds  of  cattle  are  kept, 
as  in  the  Englifli  Cornwall. 
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As  when  th*  imprifotfd  waters  burft  the  monnds^ 
And  roar,  wide  fweqMDg,  o'er  the  cultured  grounds ; 
Nor  cot  nor  fold  withftand  their  furious  oourfe ; 
So  headlong  ru(h'^  along  the  hero's  force. 
The  thiril  of  vengeaiKC  the  aiTailants  fires^ 
The  madnefs  dF  defpair  ^he  Moors  iniplres  ; 
Each*  lane,  each  ftreet  refofunds  the  conflia*«  roar. 
And  every  threlhokl  reeks  with  tepid  g«re. 

Thus  fell  the  city,  whofc  unconquer'd  ^  towers 
Defy'd  of  old  the  banded  Gk)thic  powers, 
Whofe  harden'd  nerves  in  rigorous  climates  trained 
The  favage  Courage  of  their  fouls  fuftain'd ; 
Before  whofe  fword  the  fons  of  Ebro  fled. 
And  Tagus  trembled  in  his  oozy  bed ; 
Aw'd  by  whofe  arms  the  lawns  of  Betis'  fhore 
The  name  Vandalia  from  the  Vandals  bore. 

When  Lilboa's  towers  before  the  Lufian  fell, 

What  fort,  what  rampart  might  his  arms  repell ! 

Eftremadura's  region  owns  him  lord. 

And  Torres-vedras  bends  beneath  his  fword ; 

Obidos  humbles,  and  Alamquer  yields, 

Alamquer  famous  for  her  verdant  fields, 

Whofe  murmuring  rivulets  cheer  the  traveller's  way. 

As  the  chill  waters  o'er  the  pebbles  ftray. 

Elva 

b  Unconquer''d  towers, — ^This  aflertion  of  Camocns  is  not  without  founda- 
tion, for  it  was  by  treachery  ttiat  Hcrinjcncric,  the  Goth,  got  poflefllon  of 
Lilbon. 
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Elva  the  green,  and  Moura*s  icvAlt  dates. 

Fair  Serpa's  tillage,  and  Alcaz'ar*-8  vales 

Not  for  himfirtf  ihc  Modrifli  peaffaht  fows ; 

For  Lufian  hands  the  yellow  "harveft  ^ows : 

And  you,  fair  lawns,  beyond  the  Tago^s  waVe, 

Your  golden  burdens  for  Aldnzo  fave  5 

Soon  (hall  his  thundering  might  your  wealth  reclaim, 

And  your  glad  valleys  hail  their  monarch's  natne* 

Nor  fleep  his  captains  while  the  fovereign  wars ; 
The  brave  Giraldo's  fword  in  conqueft  (hares ; 
Evora's  frowning  ^alls,  the  caftled  hold 
Of  that  proud  Roman  chief,  and  rebel  bold, 
Sertorius  dread,  whofe  labours  (till  ^  remain ; 
Two  hundred  arches,  (Iretch'd  in  length,  fuflaia 
The  marble  dud,  where,  gliftening  to  the  fun. 
Of  filver  hue  the  (hining  waters  run. 
Evora's  frowning  walls  now  (hake  with  fear, 
And  yield  obedient  to  Giraldo*s  fpear. 
Nor  refts  the  monarch  while  his  fervants  toil. 
Around  him  ftill  increafing  trophies  (mile. 
And  deathlefs  fame  repays  the  haplefs  fate 
That  gives  to  human  life  fa  (hort  a  date. 
Proud  Beja*s  caftled  walls  his  fury  ftorms. 
And  one  red  (laughter  every  lane  deforms. 

The 


« whofe  labours  Hill  remain* — The  aqweduft  Of  SeitoriuSy  here  mcn- 

tlonedy  is  one  of  *  the;  gr^uideft  remains  of  antiquity*    It  was  repaired  tf 
J  John  III.  of  Portu^,  about  A.  D.  2540. 
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The  ghofts,  whofc  mangled  limbs,  yet  fcarcely  cold, 

Heapt  fad  Trancofo's  ftreets  in  carnage  roll'd, 

Appeafed,  tte  vetigeance  of  their  flaughter  fee. 

And  hail  th*  indignant  king's  fevere  decree. 

Palmela  trembles  on  her  mountain's  height, 

And  fea-laved  Zambra  owns  the  hero's  mights 

Nor  thefe  alotie  confeft  his  happy  ftar. 

Their  fated  dodm  produced  a  nobler  wan 

Badaja's  king,  an  haughty  Moor,  beheld 

His  towns  befieged,  and  haded  to  the  fields 

Four  thoufand  courfers  in  his  army  neigh*d> 

Unnumber'd  fpears  his  infantry  difplay'd^ 

Proudly  they  mafch'd,  and  glorious  to  behold^ 

In  filver  belts  they  ihone,  and  plates  of  gold. 

Along  a  mountain's  fide  fecure  they  trod ; 

Steep  on  each  hand,  and  rugged  was  the  toad  ^ 

When  as  a  bull,  whofe  luftful  veins  betray 

The  maddening  tumult  of  inspiring  May  ^ 

If,  when  his  rage  with  fierceft  ardour  glows. 

When  in  the  (hade  the  fragrant  heifer  lows. 

If  then  perchance  his  jealous  burning  eye 

Behold  a  carelefs  traveller  wander  by. 

With  dreadful  bellowing  on  the  wretch  he  flies  ; 

The  wretch  defencelefs  torn  and  trampled  dies* 

So  ruflx'd  Alonzo  on  the  gaudy  train. 

And  pour'd  viftorious  o'er  the  mangled  flain  i^ 

The  royal  Moor  precipitates  in  flight ; 

The  mountain  echoes  with  the  wild  aflSright 

Of 
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Of  flying  fquadrons ;  down  their  arms  they  throw, 
And  dafli  from  rock  to  rock  to  ftiun  the  foe. 
The  foe  !  what  wonders  may  not  virtue  dare  ! 
But  fixty  ^  horfemen  waged  the  conquering' war. 
The  warlike  monarch  ftHl  his  toil  renews ; 
New  conqueft  ftill  each  victory  purfues. 
To  him  Badaja's  lofty  gates  expand^ 
And  the  wide  region  owns  his  dread  Command. 
When  "now  enraged  proud  Lepn's  king  beheld 
Thofe  walls  fubdued  which  faw  his  tropps  iexpdrd;        ;  i 
Enraged  he  faw  them  own  the  vidlor's  fway,  ^ 

And  hems  them  round  with  battalous  array*       . 
With  generous  ire  the  brave  Alonzo  glows^ 
By  heaven  unguarded^  on  the  numerous  foes 
He  ruflies,  glorying  in  his  wonted  force. 
And  fpurs  with  headlong  rage  his  furious  horfe ; 
The  combat  bums,  the  fnorting  courfer  bounds. 
And  paws  impetuous  by  the  iron  mounds : 
0*er  gafping  foes  and  founding  bucklers  trod 
The  raging  fteed,  and  headlong  as  he  rode 
Dafli'd  the  fierce  monarch  on  a  rampire  bar — 
Low  groveling  in  the  duft,  the  pride  of  war. 
The  great  Alonzo  lies.    The  captive's  fate 
Succeeds,  alas,  the  pomp  of  regal  ftate. 
**  Let  iron  dalh  his  limbs,'*  his  mother  cried, 
*'  And  fteel  revenge  my  chains :"  flie  fpoke,  and  died ; 

And 

<»  But  fixty  berfmenn^Tht  hiftory  of  this  battle  wants  authenticity. 
Vol.  I.  I 
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And  heav^  ^nfcd-^Now  tkeiraur  was  conic> 
And  the  dire  cade  was  fallea  Alonzo's  *  doom. 

No  more»  O  Pompey,  of  th j  fate  complain,, 
No  more  with  forrawvienir  thy-^ry'a  ftaia^ 
Though  thy  tall  ftaxuiards  towdt'd  with  ferdljr  pride 
Where  northern  Phafis  rolls  hi$  icy  tide  i    i 
Though  ho>Syen€y-whcj|^  the  fufiV fierce  tay 
Begets  no  (hadow^'Qwn'dthy  conquecing  fway ; 
Though  from  the  tribes  that  (hiyer  in  the  gleam 
Of  cold  Bootes*"  watery  gliftening  team> 
To  thofe  who  parcii'd  beneath  the  burning  lin^i 
In  fragrant  {hades  their  feeble  limbs  recline. 
The  various  languages  pvoelaim^d  thy  fame. 
And  trembling  owa^d  the  terrors  of  thy  frame  | 
Though  rich  Arabb,  and  Sarmatk  bcdd, 
,  And  Colchis^  famous  for  the  fleece  of  gold; 

Though 

e  Alon^^i  doom.-^As  already  obferved,  there  is  no  authentic  proof  that 
Don  Alonzo  ufed  fuch  fevcrity  to  his^  mother  as  to- put  hcF  in  chains*  Btnm* 
dan  fays  it  was  reported  that  Don  Alonzo  was  horn  with  both  his  legs  grow- 
ing together,  and  that  he  was  cured  by  the  prayers  of  his  tutor  Egas  Nunio, 
Legendary  as  this  may  appear,  this  however  is  deduciUe  fron*  it,  xYatt 
from  his  birth  there  was  fomething  amife  about  his  legs.  When  he  wa& 
prifoner  to  his  fon-in-law  Don  Fernando  king  of  Leon,  he  recovered  his 
liberty  ere  his  leg,  which  was  fra^ored  in  the  battleyWas  reilored  to  ftreqgchs 
on  condition  that  as  foon  as  be  was  able  to  n)ount  on  horfeback,  he  (hould 
come  to  Leon,  and  in  perfon  do  homage  for  his  dominions.  This  condition^ 
fo  contrary  tio<  bis  coronation  agreement,  he  found  means  to  avoid.  He 
would  never  more  mount  on  horfeback,  but  on  pretence  of  lameneis,  ever 
after  affefted  to  ride  in  a  calalh.  This,  his  natural,  and  afterward  politi- 
cal, infirmity,  the  fuperftitious  of  thofe  days  afcribed  to  the  curfes  of  his 
mother. 
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Though  Judah's  land^  whofe  facred  rkes  implored 
The  one  true  God|  and>  as  he  taught,  adored ; 
Though  Cappadocia's  realm  thy  maadate  fway'd^ 
And  bafe  Sophenia^s  fons  thy  nod  obeyed ; 
Though  vext  CicUia's  pirates  wore  thy  bands, 
And  thofe  who  Ciiltttred  fair  Armenia's  lands^ 
Where  from  the  facred  mount  two  rivers  flow. 
And  what  was  Eden  to  the  pilgrim  (hew ; 
Though  from  the  vaft  Atlantic's  bounding  wave 
To  where  the  northern  tempefts  howl  and  rave 
Round  Taurus'  lofty  brows :  though  raft  and  wide 
The  various  climes  that  bended  to  thy  pride ; 
No  more  with  pining  anguiih  of  regret 
Bewail  the  horrors  of  Pharfalia's  fate :      . 
For  great  Alonzo,  whofe  fiiperior  name 
Unequal'd  viSkories  confign  to  fame. 
The  great  Alonzo  fell — like  thine  his  woe  ^ 
From  nuptial  kindred  came  the  fatal  blowp 

When  now  the  hero,  humbled  in  the  iluft^ 
His  crime  atoned,  confeft  that  heaven  was  juft» 
Again  in  fplendor  he  the  throne  afcends : 
Again  his  bow  the  Moorifli  chieftain  bends. 
Wide  round  th'  embattled  gates  of  Santareen 
Their  fiiining  fpears  and  banner'd  moons  are  feen. 
But  holy  rites  the  pious  king  preferr'd ; 
The  martyr's  bones  on  Vincent's  cape  interred, 

I  2  {Hh 
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(His  fainted:  name  the  cape  fhall  ever  ^  bear,) 
To  Lifboa*s  walls  he  brought  with  votive  care. 
And  now  the  monarch,  old  and  feeble  grown^ 
Refigns  the  faulchion  to  hl^  valiant  fon. 
O'er  Tago's  waves  the  youthful  hero  paft,  :■ 
And  bleeding  hofts  before  him  flirunk  aghaft : 
Choak'd  with  the  flain,  with  Moorifli  carnage  dj^d^ 
Sevilia's  river  roll'd  the  purple  tide. 
Burning  for  vidlory  the  watlike  boy 
Spares  not  a  day  to  thoughtlefs  reft  or  joy* 
Nor  long  his  wi(h  unfatisfied  remains : 
With  the  befiegers'  gore  he  dyes  the  plains 
That  circle  Beja's  wall :  yet  ftill  untamed. 
With  all  the  fiercenefs  of  defpair  inflamed. 
The  raging  Moor  collets  his  diftant  might  5 
Wide  from  the  fliores  of  Atlas*  ftarry  height. 
From  Amphelufia*8  cape,  and  Tingia's  bay. 
Where  ftern  Antaeus  held  his  brutal  fway, 
The  Mauritanian  trumpet  founds  to  arms. 
And  Juba's  realm  returns  the  hoarfe  alarms ; 
The  fwarthy  tribes  in  burnifh'd  armour  fliine. 
Their  warlike  march  Abeyla's  fhepherds  join. 
The  great  *  Miramolin  on  Tago's  (bores 
Far  o'er  the  coaft  his  banner'd  thoufands  pours ; 

Twelve 

f  Tu  quoque  Httoribus  rjoflris,  j^neta  nutriXf 
Murnam  mortem  famam^  Caieta  dedifti.  ViEG.  iEn.  Vil. 

%  MiramoHnf-^not  the  name  of  a  perfon,  but  a  title,  quafi,  Soldait^    Tlic 
AraUcall  il  Emir-Almoumini,  tt<  Ewperor  of  the  Faithful, 
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Twelve  kings  and  one  beneath  his  enfigns  Hand, 
And  wield  their  fabres  at  his  dread  command. 
The  plundering  bands  far  round  the  region  bafte^ 
The  mournful  region  lies  a  naked  wafte. 
And  now  enclofed  in  Santareen's  high  towers 
The  brave  Don  Sanco  fliuns  th'  unequal  powers ; 
A  thoufand  arts  the  furious  Moor  purfues. 
And  ceafelefs  flill  the  fierce  afiault  renews. 
Huge  clefts  of  rock,  from,  horrid  engines  whirl'd. 
In  fmouldering  voUejrs  on  the  town  are  hurl'd } 
The  brazen  rams  the  lofty  turrets  fhake, 
And,  mined  beneath,  the  deep  foundations  quake; 
But  brave  Alonzo's  fon,  as  danger  grows, 
His  pride  inflamed,  with  rifing  courage  glows ; 
Each  coming  ftorm  of  miifile  jdarts  he  wards. 
Each  nodding  turret,  and  each  port  he  guards* 

In  that  fair  city,  round  whofe  verdant  meads 
The  branching  river  of  Mondego  fpreads, 
Long  worn  with  warlike  toils,  and  bent  with  years 
The  king  repofed,  when  Sanco's  fate  he  hears^ 
His  limbs  forget  the  feeble  fteps  of  age. 
And  the  hoar  warrior  burns  with  youthful  rage. 
His  daring  veterans,  long  to  conqueft  train'd. 
He  leads— the  ground  with  Moorifli  blood  is  ftain'd ; 
Turbans,  and  robes  of  various  colours  wrought. 
And  (hiv^r'd  fpears  in  dreaming  carnage  float. 
In  harnefs  gay  lies  many  a  weltering  (teed. 
And  low  iu  duft  the  groaning  mafters  bleed. 

1 3  As 
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As  proud  Minunolin  in  horror  fled^ 

Don  Sanco's  jayelin  ftretchM  him  with  the  dead. 

In  wild  difmay,  and  torn  with  gafhing  wounds  ' 

The  rout  wide  fcatterM  fly  the  LuCan  bounds. 

Their  hands  to  heaven  the  joyful  viftors  raife. 

And  every  voice  refounds  the  fong  of  praife ; 

•*  Nor  was  it  ftumbling  chance,  nor  human  mightj^ 

?«  Twas  guardian  heaven/'  they  fung,  "that  ruled  the  fight." 

This  bliftful  day  Alonzo's  glories  crown'd ) 
But  pale  difeafe  gave  now  the  fccret  wound  $ 
Her  icy  hand  his  feeble  limbs  invades^ 
And  pining  languor  through  his  vitals  fpreads. 
The  glorious  monarch  to  the  tomb  defcendsj, 
A  nation^s  grief  the  funeral  torch  attends* 
Each  winding  fliore  for  thee,  Alonzo,  *»  moums^^ 
Alonzo's  name  each  woeful  bay  returns ; 
For  thee  the  rivers  figh  their  groves  among. 
And  funeral  murmurs  wailing,  roll  along  ^ 
Their  fwellmg  tears  o'erflow  the  wide  campaign  | 
"^ith  floating  heads,  for  thee,  the  yellow  grain. 

For 

h  Each  tvlttding  Jbore  for  tbee,  Alonzo y  mournst'^n  this  poetical  exclama- 
tion, expreffivc  of  the  forrow  of  Portugal  on  the  death  of  Alonzo,  Ca^ 
moens  has  happily  imitated  fome  pailages  of  Virgil* 

Ipfa  te,   Tityre,  pinus, 

Jpji  te  f antes y  ipfa  bac  arbufia  vocabant.  Ect.  1. 

—  Eurydicen  vox  ipfet  ttfngida  Hngua, 
Ah  mlferam  Eurydicen^  anitna  fugiente^  vocabat : 
Eurydicen  toto  referebant  fiumine  ripa,  G.  I  v. 

^t^^ittusy  Hy/a,  Hy/a,  omnejonaret,  Ect.  vi. 
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For  thee  the  willow  bowers  and  copfes  weep,. 
As  ^heir  tall  boughs  lie  tremblii^g  on  the  deep ; 
Adown  the  ftreams  the  tangkd  vitie-leaiTeB  flow^ 
And  all  the  landfcape  wears  the  look  of  woe. 
Thus  o*er  the  wondering  world  thy  glories  fpresid. 
And  thus  thjr  mournful  peopk  bow  the  head  ; 
While  ftill^  at  eve,  each  dale  Alonzo  fighs. 
And,  oh,  Alonzo  j  every  hill  replies ; 
And  (till  the  mpunt^in^choes  trill  the  lay. 
Till  blufhing  morn  bringfi  on  the  noifeful  day. 

The  youthful  Sanco  to  the  throne  fucceeds^ 
Already  far  renown'd  for  valorous  deeds ; 
Let  Betis  tinged  with  Uood  his  prowefs  tell. 
And  Beja's  lawns,  where  boaftful  Afric  fell. 
Nor  lefs,  when  king,  his  martial  ardour  glows. 
Proud  Sylves'  royal  walls  his  troops  enclofe : 
Fahr  Sylves'  lawns  the  Moorish  peafant  ploughed. 
Her  vineyards  cultured,  and  her  valleys  fow'd  $ 
But  Lifboa's  monarch  reapt.    The  winds  of  heaven 
Roar'd  high— and  headlong  by  the  temped  driveOf 
In  Tago's  bread  a  gallant  navy  fought 
The  (hekering  port,  and  <  glad  affiftance  brought. 

The 

1  ..i..^  and  glad  affiftance  hnngbt.^'^^'tUt  Portugwie,  in  their  wart 
with  the  Moors,  were  feveral  times  affifted  by  the  Englilh  and  Oerman 
crufaders.  In  the  prefent  inftance  the  fleet  was  moftly  EngKfli,  the  troops  of 
which  nation  were,  accor^g  to  agreement,  rewarded  with  the  plunder, 
which  was  exceeding  rich,  of  the  city  bf  Silres.  Nunhn  de  Lem  as  enakat 
4as  Rets  de  Port^ 

U 
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The  warlike  crew,  by  Frederic  the  Red, 

To  refcue  Judah's  proftrate  land  were  led ; 

When  Guide's  troops,  by  burning  thirft  fubdued. 

To  Saladine  ^  the  foe  for  mercy  fued. 

Their  vows  were  holy,  and  the  caufe  the  fame. 

To  blot  from  Europe's  fliores  the  Moorifli  name« 

In  Sanco's  caufe  the  gallant  navy  joins, 

And  royal  Sylves  to  their  force  refigns. 

Thus  fent  by  heaven  a  foreign  naval  band 

Gave  Lilboa's  ramparts  to  the  fire's  command* 

Nor  Moorifli  trophies  did  alone  adorn 
The  hero's  name ;  in  warlike  camps  though  born. 
Though  fenced  with  mountains,  Leon's  martial  race 
Smile  at  the  battle-fign,  yet  foul  difgrace 

To 


k  To  Salc^ine  the  foe  for  mercy  y«^^.— In  the  reign  of  Guido,  the  laft 
Chriftlan  king  of  Jerufaltm,  the  ftreams  which  fupplied  his  army  with  water 
were  cut  off  by  Saladine,  the  vidorious  Mamaluke ;  by  which  means  Guidons 
army  was  reduced  to  fubmiffion.  During  the  crufades,  the  fountains  which 
fupplied  the  Chriftians  had  been  often  perverted  and  poifoned  j  and  it  was 
believed  that  fome  lepers,  who  had  been  turned  out  of  the  Chriftlan  camp, 
aflifted  the  enemy  by  magical  arts,  in  thus  deftroying  them.  Hence  it  w^ 
alfo  believed,  that  every  wretch  afflidled  with  the  leprofy  was  a  magician, 
and  that  by  magic  they  held  an  univerfal  intelligence  with  one  another 
over  the  wliole  world,  on  purpofe  to  injure  the  Chriftian  caufe.  On  this 
opinion  thefe  unhappy  objefts  of  compaflion  were  perfecuted  throughout 
Europe :  Several  of  them  were  condemned,  and  burnt  at  Paris ;  and  where 
they  experienced  lefs  fe verity,  they  were  turned  out  of  the  hofpitals  erefted 
for  their  reception.  It  (lands  upon  authentic  record,  that  the  poor  old 
lepers  of  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  in  the  vicinage  of  Oxford,  were  feverely 
perfecuted  for  poifoning  the  fountains  near  Jerufalem.  Such  were  the  grofs 
©pinions  of  mankind,  ere  enlightened  and  civilized  by  the  intercourfe  of 
commerce.— Fox,  Martyr,  p.  364.    Annal.  Mon.  Brinton.  0;c.  p.  13. 
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To  Leon's  haughty  fons  his  fword  atchieved ; 
Proud  Tui's  neck  his  fervile  yoke  received ; 
And  far  around  falls  many  a  wealthy  town, 
O  valiant  .Sanco,  humbled  to  thy  frown. 

While  thus  his  laurels  flourifh'd  wide  and  fair. 
He  dies :  Alonzo  reigns,  his  much-loved  heir. 
Alcazar  lately  conquer'd  by  the  Moor, 
Reconquer'd,  ftreams  with  the  defenders*  gore, 

Abnzo  dies :  another  S^nco  reigns : 
Alas,  with  many  a  figh  the  land  complains ! 
Unlike  his  (ire,  a  vain  unthinking  boy,  ■^ 

His  fervants  now  a  jarring  fway  enjoy. 
As  his  the  power,  his  were  the  crimes  of  thofc 
Whom  to  difpenfe  that  facred  power  he  chofe. 
By  various  counfels  wavered,  and  confufed. 
By  feeming  friends,  by  various  arts  abufed  ; 
Long  undetermined,  blindly  rafh  at  laft, 
^Enraged,  unmanned,  untutorM  by  the  paft. 
Yet  not  like  Nero,  cruel  and  unjuft. 
The  Have  capricious  of  unnatural  lufl: : 
Nor  had  he  fmiled  had  flames  confumed  his  Troy  5 
Nor  could  his  people's  groans  afford  him  joy ; 
Nor  did  his  woes  from  female  manners  fpring. 
Unlike  the  ^  Syrian,  or  Sicilians  king. 


No 


*  Unrike  the  5)^ntf«,— Sardinapalus. 
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Ko  hundred  cooks  his  coftly  meal  prepared. 

As  heapt  the  board  when  Rome's  proud  tyrant  *  fared : 

Nor  dared  the  artift  hope  his  ear  to  gain. 

By  new-form'd  arts  to  point  the  »  ftings  of  pain. 

But  proud  and  high  the  Lu(ian  fpirit  foar'd, 

And  aflt'd  a  godlike  hero  for  their  lord. 

To  none  accuftomed  but  an  hero's  fway. 

Great  muft  he  be  whom  that  bold  race  obey. 

Complaint,  loud  murmur'd,  every  city  fills. 

Complaint,  loud  echoed,  murmurs  through  the  hill^ 

Alarm'd,  Bolonia's  warlike  earl  ®  awakes, 

And  from  his  lidleis  brother's  minions  takes 

The 

m  «_  fyhen  Rome's  proud  tyrant  ytfrV.— Hdiogabahis,  infamous  for  lut 
gluttony. 

»  Py  ttew-form^d  arts  to  point  the  ftings  of  />jm.— Alluding  to  the  ftory  of 
PhalarU. 

o Bolonia's  loariike  ^^r/.— *— Camoens,  who  was  quite  an  entbufiaft 

for  the  honour  of  his  country,  has  in  this  inftance  difguifed  the  truth  of 
hidory.  Don  Sancho  was  by  no  means  the  weak  prince  here  reprefented, 
nor  did  the  miferies  of  his  reign  proceed  from  himfelfl  The  clergy  were 
the  fole  authors  of  his  and  the  public  calamities*  The  Roman  fee  was  then 
in  the  height  of  its  power,  which  it  exerted  in  the  moft  tyrannical  manner. 
TIw  ecclefiaftical  courts  had  long  claimed  the  fole  right  to  try  the  ecclcfi- 
aflics  ;  and  to  prohibit  a  prieft  to  fay  mafs  for  a  twelvemonth,  was  by  the  bre- 
thren his  judges,  efteemed  a  fufficient  punifhment  for  murder,  or  any  other 
capital  crime.  Alonzo  II.  the  father  of  Don  Sancho,  attempted  to  eftablifli 
the  authority  of  the  king*s  courts  of  juftice  over  the  offending  clergy.  For 
this  the  archbifhop  of  Braga  excommunicated  Gonzalo  Mendm,  the  chan- 
cellor ;  and  Honorlus  the  pope  excommunicated  the  king,  and  put  his  do- 
minions under  an  interdict.  The  exterior  offices  of  religion  were  fuf- 
pended,  the  vulgar  fell  into  the  utmoft  diflblutenefs  of  manners ;  Mahom- 
medifm  made  great  advances,  and  public  confufion  every  where  prevailed* 
By  this  policy  tKfe  Holy  Church  conftrained  the  nobility  to  urge  the  king 

to 
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The  awful  fccptrc. — Soon  wa$  joy  reftored. 
And  foonj  by  juft  fuccefEon,  Lifboa's  lord, 
Beloved,  Alonzo  named  the  Bold,  he  reigns; 
Nor  may  the  limits  of  his  fire's  domains 
Confine  his  mounting  fyixiU    When  he  led 
^is  fmiling  confort  to  the  bridal  bed, 
Algarbia's  realm,  he  cried,  (hall  prove  thy  dower| 
And  foon  Algarbia  conquered  own*d  his  power* 
The  vanquifli'd  Moor  with  total  rout  expell'd, 
^11  Lufus*  (bores  his  might  unrivallM  held. 
And  now  brave  Diniz  reigns,  whofe  noble  fire 
Befpoke  the  genuine  lineage  of  his  fire. 
Now  heavenly  peace  wide  waved  her  olive  bough^ 
Each  vale  difplayM  the  labours  of  the  plough 
And  fmiled  with  joy :  the  rocks  on  every  (bore 
^efound  the  dafhing  of  the  merchant-oar. 
Wife  laws  are  form'd,  and  conftitutions  weighed, 
yVnd  the  deep-rooted  bafe  of  empire  laid. 

Not 

to  a  full  fubmiflion  to  the  papal  chair.  While  a  oegociatlon  for  this  purpofc 
was  on  foot  Alonzo  died,  and  left  his  fon  to  ilruggle  with  an  enraged  and 
powerful  clergy.  Don  Sancho  was  juit,  a£»ble>  brave,  and  an  enamoured 
hu(band.  On  this  laft  virtue  fadion  fidl  fixed  its  envenomed  fangs.  The 
queen  was  accufed  of  arbitrary  influence  over  her  hufband,  and,  according 
to  the  fuperdition  of  that  age,  (he  was  believed  to  have  diilurbed  liis  fenfes 
by  an  enchanted  draught.  Such  of  the  nobility  as  declared  in  the  Kings's 
favour  were  ftigmatised,  and  rendered  odious,  as  the  creatures  of  the 
queen.  The  confufions  which  enfued  were  fomented  by  Alonzo,  earl  of 
Bologne,  the  king^s  brother,  by  whom  the  king  was  accufed  as  the  author 
of  them.  In  ihort,  by  the  afliilance  of  the  clergy  and  pope  Innocent  IV. 
Sancho  was  depofed,  and  foon  after  he  died  at  Toledo.  The  beautiful 
queen.  Donna  Menda,  was  feized  as  a  prifoner,  and  conveyed  away  by  one 
Raymond  Pdrtxarrero,  and  was  never  heard  of  more.  Such  are  the  triumphs 
Cf  fadion  .* 
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Not  Amnion's  fon  with  larger  heart  beftow'd. 
Nor  fuch  the  grace  to  him  the  Mufes  owed. 
From  Helicon  the  mufes  wing  their  way ; 
Mondego's  flowery  banks  invite  their  ftay. 
Now  Coimbra  (hines  Minerva's  proud  abode ; 
And  fired  with  joy,  ParnafTus'  bloomy  God 
Beholds  another  dear-loved  Athens  rife, 
And  fpread  her  laurels  in  indulgent  ikies  ^ 
Her  wreath  of  laurels  ever  green  he  twines 
With  threads  of  gold,  and  Baccaris  ^  adjoins. 
Here  caftle  walls  in  warlike  grandeur  lour. 
Here  cities  fwell  and  lofty  temples  tower : 
In  wealth  and  grandeur  each  with  other  vies  ; 
When  old  and  loved  the  parent-monarch  dies. 
His  fon,  alas,  remifs  in  filial  deeds. 
But  wife  in  peace  and  bold  in  fight,  fucceeds. 
The  fourth  Alonzo :  ever  arm'd  for  war 
He  views  the  ftern  Cafteel  with  watchful  care. 
Yet  when  the  Lybian  nations  croft  the  main. 
And  fpread  their  thoufands  o'er  the  fields  of  Spain, 
The  brave  Alonzo  drew  his  awful  fteel. 
And  fprung  to  battle  for  the  proud  Cafteel. 

When  Babel's  haughty  queen  unfheath'd  the  fword. 

And  o'er  Hydafpes'  lawns  her  legions  pour'd ; 

When 

P  —  Baccaris  or  Lady's  glove,  an  herb  to  which  the  Druids  ancj 

ancient  poets  afcribed  magical  virtues, 
■  Baccare  front  em 

Cinglte,  ne  vatl  noceat  mala  lingua  futuro,        ViRG.  Eel.  vn» 
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When  dreadful  Attila,  to  whom  was  «  given 

That  fearful  name,  the  Scourge  of  angry  Heaven, 

The  fields  of  trembling  Italy  o*er-ran 

With  many  a  Gothic  tribe  and  northern  clan  ; 

Not  fuch  unnumber'd  banners  then  were  feen. 

As  now  in  fair  TarteCa's  dales  convene  j 

Numidia's  bow  and  Mauritania's  fpear, 

And  all  the  might  of  Hagar's  race  was  here ; 

Granada's  mongrels  join  their  numerous  hoft. 

To  thofe  who  dared  the  feas  from  Lybia's  coaft. 

Awed  by  the  fury  of  fuch  ponderous  force 

The  proud  Caftilian  tries  each  hoped  refource ; 

Yet  not  by  terror  for  himfelf  infpired, 

For  Spain  he  trembled,  and  for  Spain  was  fired. 

His  much-loved  bride  his  meflenger  he  '  fends. 

And  to  the  hoftile  Lufian  lowly  bends. 

The  much-loved  daughter  of  the  king  implored. 

Now  fues  her  father  for  her  wedded  lord. 

The  beauteous  dame  approach'd  the  palace  gate. 

Where  her  great  fire  was  throned  in  regal  ftate : 

On  her  fair  face  deep-fettled  grief  appears, 

And  her  mild  eyes  are  bathed  in  gliftening  tears ; 

Her 

4  lyben  dreadful  Attlla.'^A  king  of  the  Huns,  fnmamed  The  Scourge  of 
God.  He  lived  in  the  fifth  century.  He  may  be  reckoned  among  the 
grcateft  of  barbarous  Conquerors. 

r  Hit  much-loved  ^riV/r.— The  Princefs  Mary.  She  was  a  lady  of  great 
beauty  and  virtue,  but  was  exceedingly  iU  ufed  by  her  huiband,  who  was 
violently  attached  to  lils  nliftreifes,  though  he  owed  bis  crown  to  the  a0ift« 
ancf  of  his  father-in-law,  the  king  of  Portugal 
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Her  carelefs  ringkts,  a^  a  mournex's>  flow 
Adown  her  (hottlders  ^nd  her  breafts  of  {how : 
A  fecret  tranfport  through  the  father  ran. 
While  thus,  in  figh%  the  royal  bride  began : 

And  know'ft  thou  not,  O  warlike  king,  fixe  cry'd^ 
That  furious  Afric  pours  her  peopled  tide. 
Her  barbarous  nations  o'er  the  fields  of  Spain? 
Morocco's  lord  commands  the  dreadful  train. 
Ne'er  fince  the  furges  bathed  the  circling  coaft^ 
Beneath  one  ftandard  march'd  fo  dread  an  hoft : 
Such  the  dire  fiercenefs  of  their  brutal  rage. 
Pale  are  our  braved  youth  as  palfied  age  : 
By  night  our  fathers*  fliades  confefs  their  »  fcar^ 
Their  flirieks  of  terror  from  the  tombs  we  hear: 
To  ftem  the  rage  of  thefe  unnumber'd  bands. 
Alone,  O  fire,  my  gallant  hufband  fl:ands  j 
His  little  hoft  alone  their  breafts  oppofe 
To  the  barb'd  darts  of  Spain's  innumerous  foes : 
Then  hafte,  O  monarch,  thou  whofe  conquering  fpear 
Has  chiird  Malucca's  fultry  waves  with  fear ; 
Hafte  to  the  refcuc  of  diftrefs'd  Cafteel, 
(Oh  !  be  that  foiile  thy  dear  afFeftion's  feal !) 

And 

«  By  night  our  fathers''  Jhades  ccnfefs  their  y<r<7r— CamoHns  fays,  **  A  mortOS 
faz  cfpanto,"  to  give  this  elegance  in  Englifh  required  a  paraphrafe.  There 
is  fomething  wildly  great,  and  agreeable  to  the  Aiperftition  pf  that  age,  to 
fuppofc  that  the  dead  were  troubled  in  their  graves,  on  the  approach  of  fo 
terrible  an  army.  The  French  tranflator,  contrary  to  the  origu^,  afcribes 
this  terror  to  the  ghoft  of  only  one  prince  5  by  which,  this  ftroke  of  Ca- 
mocns,  in  the  fpirit  of  Shakefpeare,  is  greatly  reduced. 
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And  fpeed,  my  father,  ere  my  hufband's  fate 

Be  fixt,  and  I,  deprived  of  regal  ftate. 

Be  left  in  captive  folitude  forlorn. 

My  fpottfe,  my  kingdom,  and  my  birth  to  mourn. 

In  tears,  and  trembling,  fpoke  the  filial  queen : 
So  loft  in  grief  was  lovely  Venus  ^  feen. 
When  Jove,  her  fire,  the  beauteous  mourner  prayM 
To  grant  her  wandering  fon  the  promifed  aid. 
Great  Jove  was  moved  to  hear  the  fair  deplore. 
Gave  all  (he  afk'd,  and  grieved  (he  alk'd  no  more. 
So  grieved  Alonzo's  noble  heart.     And  now 
The  warrior  binds  in  fteel  his  awful  brow  5 
The  glittering  fquadrons  march  in  proud  array. 
On  burnifh'd  fhields  the  trembling  fun-beams  play : 
The  blaze  of  arms  the  warlike  rage  infpires. 
And  wakes  from  flothful  peace  the  hero*s  fires. 
With  trampling  hoofs  Evora's  plains  rebound. 
And  fprightly  neighings  echo  far  around  ; 
Far  on  each  fide  the  clouds  of  duft  arife. 
The  drum's  rough  rattling  rowls  along  the  Ikies ; 
The  trumpet's  flhrilly  clangor  founds  alarms, 
And  each  heart  bums,  and  ardent  pants  for  arms. 
Where  their  bright  blaze  the  royal  enfigns  pour'd. 
High  o'er  the  reft  the  great  Alonzo  tower'd; 
High  o'er  the  reft  was  his  bold  front  admired. 
And  his  keen  eyes  new  warmth,  new  force  infpired. 

Proudly 

•  ^So/o/i  in  grief, mJSec  the  firit  ^neid. 
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Proudly  he  marchM,  and  now  in  TariPs  plain 

The  two  Alonzos  join  their  martial  train : 

Right  to  the  foe,  in  battk-rank  updrawn. 

They  paufe — the  mountain  and  the  wide-fpread  lawn 

Afford  not  foot-room  for  the  crowded  foe : 

Awed  with  the  horrors  of  the  lifted  blow 

Pale  look'd  our  braveft  heroes.     Swell'd  with  pride. 

The  foes  already  conquered  Spain  divide, 

And  lordly  o'er  the  field  the  promifed  viftors  ftride. 

So  ftrode  in  Elah's  vale  the  towering  height 

Of  Gath's  proud  champion ;  fo  with  pale  affright 

The  Hebrews  trembled,  while  with  impious  pride 

The  huge-limb'd  foe  the  fhepherd  boy  defy'd ; 

The  valiant  boy  advancing  fits  the  firing. 

And  round  his  head  he  whirls  the  founding  fling ; 

The  monfter  flaggers  with  the  forceful  wound. 

And  his  vaft  bulk  lies  groaning  on  the  grouni. 

Such  impious  fcorn  the  Moor's  proud  bofom  fwell'd. 

When  our  thin  fquadrons  took  the  battle-field  j 

*Unconfcious  of  the  Power  who  led  us  on. 

That  Power  whofe  nod  confounds  th'  infernal  throne  ^ 

Led  by  that  Power,  the  brave  Caftilian  bared 

The  (hining  blade,  and  proud  Morocco  dared ; 

His  conquering  brand  the  Lufian  hero  drew, 

And  on  Granada's  fons  rcfifllefs  flew ; 

The  fpear-ftafFs  crafh,  the  fplinters  hifs  around. 

And  the  broad  bucklers  rattle  on  the  ground. 

With 
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With  pictcing  (hricks  the  Moors  their  prophet's  name. 

And  ours  their  guardian  faint  aloud  acclainii 

Wounds  gufli  on  wounds,  and  blows  re&und  to  blows, 

A  lake  of  blood  the  level  plain  overflows  i 

The  wounded  gafping  in  the  purple  tide, 

Now  find  the  death  the  fword  but  half  fupplied. 

Though  "  wove  and  quilted  by  their  ladies'  hands, ' 

Vain  were  the  mail-plates  of  Granada's  bands. 

With  fuch  dread  force  the  Lufian  rufli'd  along, 

Steep'd  in  red  carnage  lay  the  boaftful  throng. 

Yet  now  difdainful  of  fo  light  a  prize. 

Fierce  o'er  the  field  the  thundering  hero  flies. 

And  his  bold  arm  the  brave  Caftilian  joins 

In  dreadful  confliQ:  with  the  MoOrifli  lines* 

The  parting  fun  now  pour*d  the  ruddy  blazd. 

And  twinkling  vefper  (hot  his  (livery  rays 

Athwart  the  gloom,  and  clofed  the  glorious  day. 

When  low  in  duft  the  ftrength  of  Afric  lay. 

Such 

tt  Tbougb  wcve.^^t  may  perhaps  be  objected,  that  this  is  ungrammatical. 
But 

Ufus 
Quern  penes  aibltriuiri  eft,  et  jus  et  nonha  loquendi; 

and  Dryden,  Pope,  Sec,  often  ufe  vove  as  a  participle  in  place  of  the  haHh« 
founding  woven,  a  word  almofl  incompatible  with  the  elegance  of  verfifica« 
tion.  The  more  harmonious  word  ought  therefore  to  be  ufed ;  and  ufe  will 
afcertain  its  definition  in  grammar.  When  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  prevailed^ 
every  youthful  warrior  had  his  miflrefs,  to  whofe  favour  he  laid  no  claim^ 
till  he  had  difUnguiihed  hhnfelf  in  the  ranks  of  battle.  If  his  firfl  ad- 
drefles  were  received,  it  was  ufual  for  the  lady  to  prefent  her  lover  with 
fome  weapon  or  piece  of  armour,  adorned  with  her  own  needle- work;  and 
of  the  goodnefs  of  whofe  metal  and  fabric^  it  was  fuppofedj  (he  was  con^ 
fident. 

Vojfc.  I.  K 
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Such  dreadful  ilatighter  of  the  boaftful  Meor 

Never  on  battle-field  was  hcapM  before. 

Not  he  whofe  childhood  vowM  eternal  hate 

And  defperate  war  againft  the  Roman  ftate, 

Though  three  ftrong  courfers  bent  beneath  the  weight 

Of  rings  of  gold,  by  many  a  Roman  knight,' 

Erewhile,  the  badge  of  rank  diftinguifliM,  worn, 

From  their  cold  hands  at  Cannx's  flatighter  torn  i 

Not  his  dread  fword  befpread  the  reeking  plain 

With  fuch  wide  dreams  of  gore,  and  hills  of  flain ; 

Nor  thincj  O  Titus,  fwept  from  Salem's  land. 

Such  floods  of  ghofts  roU'd  down  to  death's  dark  ftrand ; 

Though  ages  ere  (he  fell,  the  prophets  old 

The  dreadful  fcene  of  Salem's  fall  foretold 

In  words  that  breathe  wild  horror :  nor  thie  (hove. 

When  carnage  choak'd  the  ftream,  foimoak'd  *  with  gore. 

When  Marius'  fainting  legions  drank  the  flood. 

Yet  warm  and  purpled  with  Ambronian  blood; 

Not  fuch  the  heaps  as  now  the  plains  of  Tarif  i 


ftrew'd.    J 


While  glory  thus  Alonzo's  name  adorn'd. 

To  Lifboa's  fliores  the  happy  chief  returned. 

In  glorious  peace  and  well-deferved  repofe. 

His  courfe  of  fame,  and  honoured  age  to  clofe. 

When 

* fcfmoaVd  ivitb  gcrty  ivben   Manus*  faintirtg  /egions,      ■    When  tht 

foUliers  of  Marius  coaiplaincd  of  thirft,  he  pointed  to  a  river  near  the  camp 
of  the  Amhroncs  j  Tliere,  fays  he,  you  may  drink,  but  it  muft  be  parchafcd 
with  blood.  Lead  us  on,  they  replied,  that  we  may  have  fomeching  hquid, 
though  it  be  blood.  The  Romans  forcing  their  way  to  the  river,  the  chan* 
nel  wai  filled  with  the  dead  bodies  of  die  flain.     Vid.  iMut. 
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When  now,  O  king,  a  damfeFs  fate  y  fevere, 

A  fate  which  ever  claims  the  woeful  tear, 

Difgraced  his  honours   ■         On  the  nymph's  lorn  head 

Relentlefs  rage  its  bittcreft  rancour  (hed : 

Yet  fuch  the  zeal  her  princely  lover  bore. 

Her  breathlefs  corfc  the  crown  of  Li(boa  wore. 

Twas  thou,  O  love,  whofc  dreaded  (hafts  controul 

The  hind's  rude  heart,  and  tear  the  hero's  foul; 

Thou  ruthlefs  power,  with  bloodflied  never  cloyed, 

'Twas  thou  thy  lovely  votary^deftroyed. ' 

Thy  thirft  ftill  burning^or  a  deeper  woe, 

In  vain  to  thee  the  tears  of  beauty  flow; 

The  bread  that  feds  thy  pureft  flames  divine. 

With  fpouting  gore  muft  bathe  thy  cruel  (hrinc. 

Such 


y  — —  a  J^unfett  fettt  /w^r/.-^^This  QDfortuiiate  lady,  Donna  lnt%  di. 
Cafiroy  was  the  daughter  of  a  Qaftilian  gentleman,  who  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  court  of  PortugsL  Her  beauty  and  accomplifliments  attraded  the  regard 
of  Don  Pedro,  th^  ktn^^s  ekleft  (on,  a  prince  of  a  brave  and  noble  difpofition^ 
La  NeufvilUi  Le  Clede,  and  other  hifloiians,  aflfert,  that  ihe  was  privately 
married  to  the  pdnce  ere  (he  had  any  (hare  in  his  bed.  Nor  was  his  con- 
jugal (idelity  lefs  remarkable  than  the  ardour  of  his  paflion.  Afraid,  hpw» 
ever,  of  his  father's  refentment,  the  fcverity  of  whofe  temper  he  well  knew, 
his  intercourfe  with  Donna  Inez  pa£fed  at  the  court  as  an  intrigue  of  gal- 
lantry. On  the  acceflion  of  Don  Pedro  the  Cruel  to  thp  throne  of  Cafti/e,  • 
many  of  the  difguftcd  nobility  were  kindly  received  by  Don  Pedro,  through 
the  intereft  of  his  beiovf  d  Ines.  The  favour  (hewn  to  thcfe  Ca(iiiians  gave 
great  uneafinefs  to  the  politicians.  A  thoufand  evils  were  forefeen  from  . 
the  prince's  attachment  to  his  Cadliian  miftrefs :  even  the  murder  of  his 
children  by  his  deceafed  fpoufe,  the  princefs  Conftaptia,  was  furmifed ;  and 
the  enemies  of  Donna  Inez  finding  the  king  willing  to  liften,  omitted  no  op. 
portunity  to  mcreafe  his  refentment  againft  the  unfortunate  lady.  The 
prince  was  about  his  28th  year  when  his  amour  with  his  beloved  Inez  com- 
menced. 


( 
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Such  thy  dire  triumphs !— Thou,  O  nymph,  the  while. 

Prophetic  of  the  god's  unpityuig  guile. 

In  tender  fcenes  by  love-fick  fancy  wrought, 

By  fear  oft  (hifted  as  by  fancy  brought. 

In  fweet  Mondego's  ever-verdant  bowers, 

LanguiQi'd  away  the  flow  and  lonely  hours : 

While  now,  as  terror  waked  thy  boding  fears. 

The  confcious  ftream  received  thy  pearly  tears  5 

And  now,  as  hope. revived  the  brighter  flame. 

Each  echo  figh'd  thy  princely  lover's  name. 

Nor  lefs  could  abfence  from  thy  prince  remqvc 

The  dear  remembrance  of  his  diftant  love : 

Thy  looks,  thy  fmjles,  before  him  ever  glow. 

And  o'er  his  melting  heart  endearing  flow : 

JSy  night  his  flumbers  bring  thee  to  his  arms. 

By  day  his  thoughts  ftill  wander  b'er  thy  charms : 

By  night,  by  day,  each  thought  thy  love*  employ. 

Each  thought  the  memory  or  the  hope  of  joy i. 

Though  faireft  princely  dames  invok'd  his  love. 

No  princely  dame  his  conftant  faith  could  move : 

For  thee  alone  his  conftant  paflion  burn'd. 

For  thee  the  profFer'd  royal  maids  he  feorn'd. 

Ah,  hope  of  blifs  too  high— the  princely  dames 

Refufed,  dread  rage  the  father's  breaft  inflames ; 

He,  with  an  old  man's  wintery  eye,  furveys 

The  youth's  fond  love,  and  coldly  with  it  weighs 

The  peoples'  murmurs  of  his  fon's  delay 

To  blefs  the  nation  with  his  nuptial  day. 

(Alas, 
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(Alasy  the  nuptial  day  was  pad  unknown, 

Which  but  when  crown*d  the  prince  could  dare  to  own.) 

And  with  the  fair  one's  blood  the  vengeful  fire 

Refolves  to  quench  his  Pedro's  faithful  fire. 

Qh,  thou  dread  fword,  oft  ftain'd  with  heroes'  gore. 

Thou  awful  terror  of  the  proftrate  Moor, 

What  rage  could  aim  thee  at  a  female  breaft, 

Unarm'd,  by  foftnefs  and  by  love  pofl^eft ! 

Dragg'd  from  her  bower  by  murderous  ruffian  hands, 

Before  the  frowning  king  fair  Inez  ftands  ; 

Her  tears  of  artlefs  innocence,  her  air 

So  mild,  fo  lovely,  and  her  face  fo  fair. 

Moved  the  ftern  monarch  5  when  with  eager  zeal 

Her  fierce  deftroyers  urged  the  public  weal  5 

Dread  rage  again  the  tyrant's  foul  pofleft. 

And  his  dark  brow  his  cruel  thoughts  confeft : 

O'er  her  fair  face  a  fudden  palenefs  fpread. 

Her  throbbing  heart  with  generous  anguifli  bled, 

Anguifli  to  view  her  lover's  hopelefs  woes. 

And  all  the  mother  in  her  bofom  rofe. 

Her  beauteous  eyes  in  trembling  tear-drops  drown'd. 

To  heaven  (he  lifted,  but  her  hands  were  »  bound ; 

Then  on  her  infants  turn'd  the  piteous  glance. 

The  look  of  bleeding  woe ;  the  babes  advance. 

Smiling  in  innocence  of  infant  age, 

Unawed,  unconfcious  of  their  grandfire's  rage  ; 

To 

»  Ai  €€elum  tendem  ardcntia  Jumna  frufird^ 
Lurn'ma  nam  tenerat  arcebant  vincula  fahnas,  ViRC.  MiL  IJ. 
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To  whom,  as  boriBng  fontrvr  gife  tike  iaw. 
The  natire  heart^fpruiig  doquenoe  of  woe^ 
The  loTelf  capdte  thus : — O  monaichy  hear. 
If  e'er  to  thee  the  name  of  man  wai  dear. 
If  prowling  tjgers,  or  the  wolTs  wild  broody 
Infpired  by  nature  with  the  luft  of  bloody 
Have  yet  been  moved  the  weeping  babe  to  fpaiVt 
Nor  left,  but  tended  with  a  nurie*8  csure» 
As  Rome's  great  founders  to  the  world  were  pven) 
Shalt  thou,  who  wear'ft  the  facred  ftamp  of  heaveuj 
The  human  form  dirine,  (halt  thou  deny 
That  aid,  that  pity,  which  e'en  beafts  fupply  I 
Oh,  that  thy  heart  were,  as  thy  looks  declare. 
Of  human  mould,  fuperfluous  were  my  prayer; 
Thou  could'ft  not  then  a  hclplefs  damfel  flay, 
Whofe  fole  ofience  in  fond  afie£Uon  *  lay. 

In 

*  Whofe  file  ^enci  mfonddffeaioH  Aiy.— It  has  been  obierved  by  feme  critics, 
that  Milton  on  every  occafion  is  fond  of  exprefling  his  admiration  of  mofic, 
particularly  of  the  fong  of  the  nightingale,  and  the  full  woodland  choir.  If 
in  the  fame  manner  we  are  to  judge  of  the  favourite  taAc  of  Homer,  we 
ihall  find  it  of  a  lefs  delicate  kind.  He  is  continually  defcribing  the  feaft, 
the  huge  chine,  the  favoury  viands  on  the  glowing  coals,  and  the  foamiag 
bowl.  The  ruling  paflion  of  Camoens  is  alfo  ftrongly  marked  in  his  writ- 
ings. One  noay  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  is  no  poem  of  equal  kngth 
which  abounds  with  fo  many  impaflioncd  enoominmt  on  the  (air  fcz»  and 
the  power  of  their  beauty,  as  the  Lufiad.  The  genius  of  Camoens  fccms 
never  fo  pleafed  as  when  he  is  painting  the  variety  of  f&male  charms ;  he 
feels  all  the  magic  of  their  allurements,  and  riots  in  his  defcriptions  of  the 
happinefs  and  miferies  attendant  on  the  paffion  of  love.  As  he  wrote  from 
his  feelings,  tbcfe  parts  of  his  woilcs  have  been  particularly  honooied  with 
the  attention  of  the  world.  TaflTo  and  Spenfer  have  copied  from  his  Ifland 
of  Bllfs,  and  three  tragedies  have  been  formed  from  this  Epifode  of  the 
unhappy  Inez.    One  In  Cngliih}  named  JElvira^The  other  two  are  by 

M.d€ 


BooKiu,  THE  LU  SI  AD,  135 

In  faith  to  him  who  firfl;  hi^  love  confeft, 
Who  firft  to  lov^  ?illured  hey  virgin  breaft. 

In 

M.  de  la  Motte,  a  Frenchman,  and  Luis  Velez  de  Guevara,  a  Spaniard. 
How  thcfe  different  writers  have  handled  the  fame  fubjeft  is  not  unworthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  critic.  The  tragedy  of  M.  de  la  Motte,  from  which 
Elvira  is  copied,  is  highly  charadterif^ic  of  the  French  drama.  In  the 
Lufiad  the  beautiful  vidim  expreiTes  the  llrong  emotions  of  genuine  nature. 
She  feels  for  what  her  lover  will  feel  for  her  j  the  mother  rifes  in  her  breaft, 
fhc  implores  pity  for  her  children ;  (he  feels  the  horrors  of  death,  and  would 
be  glad  to  wander  an  exile  with  her  babes>  where  her  only  folace  would  be 
the  remembrance  of  her  faithful  paflion.  This  however,  it  appears,  would 
not  fuit  the  tafte  of  a  Paris  audience.  On  the  French  ftage  the  ftcrn  Roman 
heroes  mufl  he  ipoVitc  petit S'lnaltreSi  and  the  tender  Inez  a  bluftering  Amazon. 
Lee^s  Alexander  cannot  talk  in  a  higher  rant*  She  not  only  wifhes  to  die 
herfelf,  but  defires  that  her  children  and  her  huibaad  Don  Pedro  may  alfo 
be  put  to  death. 

He  bien,  felgneur,  fuivez  vos  barbares  maxlmes. 
On  vous  amene  encor  de  nouveUes  vidimes, 
Immolez  fans  remords,  et  pour  nous  punir  mieux, 
Ces  gages  d^un  Hymen  fi  coupable  a  vos  yieux. 
lis  ignorent  le  fang,  dont  le  ciel  les  a  fit  naitre. 
Par  Tarrfit  de  leur  mort  faites  les  reconnaitre, 
Confommez  votre  ouvrage,  et  que  les  mdmes  coups 
Rejoignent  les  enfuns,  ct  la  iienune,  et  Tepoux. 

The  Spaniard,  however,  has  followed  nature  and  Camoens,  and  in  point  of 
poetical  merit  his  play  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Frenchman,  Don 
Pedro  talks  in  the  abfence  of  his  miftrefs  with  the  beautiful  fimplicity  of  an 
Arcadian  lover,  and  Inez  imptores  the  tyrant  with  the  genuine  tendernefs  of 
female  afFedion  and  delicacy.  The  reader,  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
Spanlih  tongue,  will  thank  me  for  the  foUowiog  extracts. 

Jnet>    A  mis  hijos  me  quitais  f 

Rey  Don  Alonfo,  fenor, 

Porque  me  quereis  quitar 

La  vida  de  tantas  vezes  ? 

Advertid,  fenor  mirad. 

Que  el  cora^on  a  peda^os 

Divjdi4o  me  arancais. 
JRg^.    Lievaldofi,  A^var  Qpn^z, 

K4  /4Mt( 
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In  thcfe  my  babes  fliak  thou  thine  image  fee, 
And  ftill  tremendous  hurl  thy  rage  on  me  ? 

Me, 

Jnes,    Hijos  mios,  donde  vais  ? 

]>onde  vais  fin  vueilra  madre  ? 

Falta  en  los  hombres  piedad  ? 

Adonde  vais  luzes  mais  ? 

Como,  que  aifi  me  dex^s 

£n  el  i^ayor  defconfueb 

£n  n^nos  de  la  crueldad* 
Nino  Alfitt.    Confuelate  madre  mia^ 

Y  a  Dios  te  puedas  quedar^ 
Que  vamos  con  nueftro  abuelo, 

Y  no  querni  hazemas  mal. 
Jnei.    Ppflible  es,  fenor^  Rey  mioj, 

Padre)  que  anfi  me  cerreis 
La  pueru  para  el  perdon  ? 

#  •         •        •  ■ 
Apra,  fenor«  aora^ 

Aora  es  tiempo  de  monftrar 
£1  mucho  poder  que  tiene 
Vueftra  real  Mageflad. 

•  •         •         • 
ComO)  fcnor  ?  vos  os  vais 

Y  a  Alvar  Gonzalez,  y  a  Coello 
Inhumanos  me  entregais  ? 
HijoS)  hijos  de  mi  vida, 
Dexad  me  los  abra^ar  i 
Alonfoy  mi  vida  hijo^ 
Dionis,  a  mores,  tornad, 
Tomad  a  ver  vueftra  madre : 
Pedro  mio,  donde  eflas 

Que  anfi  te  olvidas  de  mi  ? 
Pofiible  es  que  en  tanto  mal 
Me  falta  ty  vif^a,  efpofo  ? 
Quien  te  pudiera  avifar 
'  Del  peligro  en  que  afligida 

Pona  Ines  tu  efpofa  eila. 

The  drama,  from  which  thefe  cxtrafts  are  taken,  is  entitled,  Reynar  dejpifet 
de  morir.  And  as  they  are  cited  for  the  tendemefs  of  the  original  expreffion, 
a  tranfiation  of  them  is  not  attempted. 
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Me,  for  their  fakes,  if  yet  thou  wilt  not  fpare, 

Oh,  let  thefe  infants  prove  thy  pious  care ! 

Yet  pity's  lenient  current  ever  flows 

From  that  brave  breaft  where  genuine  valour  glows ; 

That  thou  art  brave,  let  vanquifli'd  Afric  tell, 

Then  let  thy  pity  o'er  mine  anguifli  fwell  j  . 

Ah,  let  my  woes,  unconfcious  of  a  crime. 

Procure  mine  exile  to  fome  barbarous  clime : 

Give  me  to  wander  o'er  the  burning  plains 

Of  Lybia's  defarts,  or  the  wild  domains 

Of  Scythia's  fnow-clad  rocks  and  frozen  Ihore  j 

iTiere  let  me,  hopelefs  of  return,  deplorct 

Where  ghaftly  horror  fills  the  dreary  vale. 

Where  fhrieks  and  bowlings  die  on  every  gale. 

The  lions  roarings  and  the  tygers  yell. 

There  with  mine  infant  race>  confign'd  to  dwell. 

There  let  me  try  that  piety  to  find. 

In  vain  by  me  implored  from  human  kind  : 

There  in  fome  dreary  cavern's  rocky  womb. 

Amid  the  horrors  of  fepulchral  gloom, 

fox  him  whofe  love  I  mourn,  my  love  (ball  gIoW| 

The  figh  fliall  murmur,  and  the  tear  fliall  flow : 

All  my  fond  wifh,  and  all  my  hope,  to  rear 

Thefe  infant  pledges  of  a  love  fo  dear, 

Amidft  my  griefs  a  foothing,  glad  employ, 

Amidft  my  fears  a  wocfuJ,  hopelefs  joy* 


In  tears  (he  utter'd— -as  the  frozen  fnow 
Tquch'd  by  the  fpring's  mild  ray^  begins  to  flow^ 


So 
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So  juft  begta  to  mdt  hit  ftabbom  (bul 

As  mild-ray'd  pity  O'er  the  tyrant  ftok  I 

But  deftiny  forbade :/ with  eager  sea]. 

Again  pretended  for  the  publie  weal. 

Her  fierce  accufers  urged  her  fpeedy  doom } 

Again  dark  rage  difiufed  its  horrid  gloom 

O'er  ftem  ^  Akmzo's  brow  t  fwift  at  the  fign» 

Their  fwords  unfheached  around  her  brandifli'd  fldiio, 

O  foul  difgrace^  of  knighthood  lading  km^ 

B J  men  of  arms  an  hdplefs  lady  flun  I 

Thus  Pyrrhus,  burning  with  unmanly  irc;» 
Fulfill'd  the  mandate  of  his  furious  fire  1     '  ^ 
Difdainful  of  the  frantic  matron's  prayer. 
On  fair  Polyxena,  her  laft  fond  care, 
He  ruQi'dj  his  blade  yet  warm  with  Priam's  gore. 
And  daih'd  the  daughter  on  the  facred  floor; 

WhUe 


<»  O^erfterm  Ahmui'i  Irow. — To  give  the  cIiaraAer  of  Alphonfo  IV.  win 
throw  light  on  this  inhiunan  tianfa^oiu  He  wu  an  undudfol  fon»  an  on* 
natural  brother,  and  a  cruel  father ;  a  great  and  fortunate  warrior,  diligent 
in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  a  Moibiawrian  politician.  That  good 
might  be  attained  by  villainous  means,  was  his  £avourite  maxim.  When 
the  enemies  of  Inez  had  perfuaded  him  that  her  death  was  neceifary  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Aate,  he  took  a  journey  to  Ccmhra,  that  he  might  fee  the 
lady,  when  the  prince  his  fon  was  abfent  on  a  hunting  party*  Donna  Inex 
with  her  children  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet.  The  king  was  moved  with  the 
diftrcfs  of  the  beautiful  fuppliant,  when  his  three  counfcttors,  Atvsro  Gm. 
Jkin,  Diego  Lopez  Paebeeo,  and  Pedro  Ceello,  reproaching  him  for  his  difregjund 
to  the  ftate,  he  relapfed  into  his  former  refolution.  She  was  dragged  from  his 
prefence,  and  brutally  murdered  by  the  hands  of  his  three  counfellort,  who 
immediately  returned  to  tb»  king  wkh  their  daggers  reekiog  with  the  imio- 
cent  blood  of  the  princefs  jiis  daughter*in-law^  Alonzo,  iaya  Ls  Natf' 
ville,  avowed  the  horrid  afbilination,  as  If  he  bad  done  iMthins  for  wUch 
•ho  ought  to  be  afluuned. 
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While  mildly  (he  her  raving  mother  eyed, 

Refign'd  her  bofom  to  the  fword,  and  died. 

Thus  Inez,  while  her  eyes  to  heaven  appeal, 

ReCgns  her  bofom  to  the  murdering  ftcel : 

That  fnowy  neck,  whofe  matchlefs  form  fuftain'd 

The  lovelieft  face  where  all  the  graces  reign'd, 

Whofe  charms  fo  long  the  gallant  prince  inflamed. 

That  her  pale  corfe  was  Lifboa's  queen  proclaimed ; 

That  fnowy  neck  was  ftained  with  fpouting  gore. 

Another  fword  her  lovely  bofom  tore. 

The  flowers  that  gliften'd  with  her  tears  bedewM, 

Now  (hrunk  and  languifli'd  with  her  blood  imbrew*d. 

As  when  a  rofe,  erewhile  of  bloom  fo  gay, 

Thrown  from  the  earelefs  virgin's  breaft  away. 

Lies  faded  on  the  plain,  the  living  red. 

The  fnowy  white,  and  all  its  fragrance  fled ; 

So  from  her  cheeks  the  rofes  dy'd  away. 

And  pale  in  death  the  beauteous  Inez  lay : 

With  dreadful  fmiles,  and  crimfon'd  with  her  blood. 

Round  the  wan  vi£lim  the  ftern  murderers  ftood. 

Unmindful  of  the  fure,  though  future  hour, 

Sacred  to  vengeance  and  her  lover's  powen 

O  Sun,  couldft  thou  fo  foul  a  crime  behold. 

Nor  veil  thine  head  in  darknefs,  as  of  old 

A  fudden  night  unwonted  horror  call 

O'er  that  dire  banquet,  where  the  fire's  repaft 

The  fon's  torn  limbs  fupplied ! — Yet  you,  ye  vales ! 

Ye  diftant  foiefts,  and  ye  flowery  dales  1 

When 
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When  pale  and  Gnking  tb  the  dreadful  fall, 

You  heard  her  quivering  lips  on  Pedro  call ; 

Tour  faithful  echoes  caught  the  parting  found. 

And  Pedro !  Pedro  !  mournful,  figh'd  around. 

Nor  lefs  the  wood-nymphs  of  Mondego's  groves 

Bewaird  the  memory  of  her  haplefs  loves : 

Her  griefs  they  wept,  and  to  a  plaintive  rill 

Transformed  their  tears,  which  weeps  and  murmurs  ftilL 

To  give  immortal  pity  to  her  woe 

They  taught  the  riv'let  through  her  bowers  to  flow. 

And  ftill  through  violet  beds  the  fountain  pours 

Its  ^  plaintive  wailing,  and  is  named  Amours. 

Nor  bng  her  blood  for  vengeance  cry'd  in  vain : 

Her  gallant  lord  begins  his  awful  reign. 

In  vain  her  murderers  for  refuge  fly, 

Spain's  wildeft  hills  no  place  of  reft  fupply. 

The  injur M  lover's  and  the  monarch's  ire. 

And  ftern-brow'd  juftice  in  their  doom  confpire: 

In  hifling  flames  they  die,  and  yield  their  fouls  in  <*  fire, 

Nor 
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e  — S>,;/  the  f cunt ain  poun  its  plaintive  ivailing,^ kt  an  old  royal  caftle  near 
Mondego,  there  is  a  rivulet  called  the  fountain  of  Amours.  According  to 
tradition,  it  was  here  that  Don  Pedro  refided  with  his  beloved  Inez.  The 
ii<llion  of  Camoens,  founded  on  the  popular  name  of  the  rivulet,  is  in  the 
fpirit  of  Homer. 

d  —  and  yield  their  fculi  xn/r^.— When  the  prince  was  Informed  of  the 
death  of  his  beloved  Inez,  he  was  tranfported  into  the  moft  violent  fury. 
He  took  arms  againft  his  father.  The  country  between  the  rivers  Mink9 
and  Doura  was  laid  defolate:  but  by  the  interpofition  of  the  queen  and  the 
archbi/hcp  of  Braga  the  prince  was  foftened,  and  the  further  horrors  of  • 
civil  war  were  prevented.  Don  Alonzo  was  not  only  reconciled  to  his  fon, 
but  laboured  by  every  means  to  oblige  him,  and  to  efface  from  his  memory 

th<5 
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Nor  this  alone  his  ftedfaft  foul  difplayM  : 
Wide  o'er  the  land  he  waved  the  awful  blade 

Of 

the  injury  and  infult  he  had  received.  The  prince,  however,  ftill  continued 
to  difcover  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  afFeftion  and  grief.  When  he  fucceeded 
to  the  crown,  one  of  his  firft  afts  was  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Caftile» 
whereby  each  monarch  engaged  to  give  up  fuch  malccontents  as  fhould  take 
reiiige  in  each  other's  dominions.  In  confequence  of  this,  ¥edro  Coelio  and 
jilvaro  Gonfalcs,  who,  on  the  death  of  Alon%Oy  liad  fled  to  Caftil^,  were  fent 
priibners  to  Don  Pedro.  Diego  Pacbeco^  the  third  murderer,  made  his  efcape. 
The  other  two  were  put  to  death  with  the  moft  exquifitc  tortures,  and  moft 
julUy  merited,  if  exquifite  torture  is  in  any  inftance  to  be  allowed.  After 
this  the  king,  Don  Pedro,  fummoned  an  afTembly  of  the  flates  at  Cantanedet* 
Here,  in  the  prefence  of  the  pope's  nuncio,  he  folemnly  fwore  on  the  Holy 
Gofpels,  that  having  obtained  a  difpenfation  from  Rome,  he  had  fecretly,  at 
Braganxay  efpoufed  the  lady  JneTt  de  Cafiro,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Biihop  of 
Guarday  and  of  his  mafter  of  the  wardrobe  \  both  of  whom  confirmed  the 
truth  of  the  oath.  The  pope's  bull,  containing  the  difpenfation,  was  pub- 
li/hed ;  the  body  of  Inez  was  lifted  from  the  grave,  placed  on  a  magnificent 
throne,  and  with  the  proper  regalia,  was  crowned  queen  of  Portugal.  The 
nobility  did  homage  to  her  fkeleton,  and  kifled  the  bones  of  her  hand.  The 
corpfe  was  then  interred  at  the  royal  monaflery  of  Alcoha^a,  vvith  a  pomp 
before  unknown  in  Portugal,  and  with  all  the  honours  due  to  a  queen.  Her 
monument  is  ftill  extant,  where  her  ftatue  is  adorned  with  the  diadem  and 
the  royal  robe.  This,  with  the  legitimation  of  her  children,  and  the  care  he 
took  of  all  who  had  been  in  her  fervicc,  confoled  him  in  fome  degree,  and 
rendered  him  more  converfable  than  he  had  hitherto  been ;  but  the  ck>ud 
which  the  death  of  his  Inez  brought  over  the  natural  cheerfuinefs  of  his 
temper,  was  never  totally  difperfed.— A  circumftance  flrongly  charafteriftic 
of  the  rage  of  his  rcfcntment  muft  not  be  omitted :  When  the  murderers 
were  brought  before  him,  he  was  fo  tranfported  with  indignation,  that  he 
ftruck  Fedro  Coelh  fevcral  blows  on  the  face  with  the  fliaft  of  his  whip. 
Some  grave  writers  have  branded  this  action  as  unworthy  of  the  magiftrate 
and  the  hero  j  and  thofe  who  will,  may  add,  of  the  philofopher  too  :  fome- 
thing  greater  however  belongs  to  Don  Pedro.  A  regard  which  we  do  not  feel 
for  any  of  the  three,  will,  in  every  bofom,  capable  of  genuine  love,  infpire  a 
tender  fympathy  for  the  agonies  of  his  heart,  when  the  prefence  of  the 
inhuman  murderers  prefentcd  to  his  mind  the  horrid  fccnc  of  the  butchery 
of  his  beloved  fpoufe. 

The 
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Of  red-arm'd  jufticc.    From  the  {hades  of  night 
He  dragg'd  the  foul  adulterer  to  light : 
The  robber  from  his  dark  retreat  was  led, 
And  he,  who  fpilt  the  blood  of  murder,  bled* 
Unmoved  he  heard  the  proudeft  noble  plead : 
Where  juftice  aim'd  her  fword,  .with  ftubbom  fpeed 
Fell  the  dire  ftroke.    Nor  cruelty  infpired, 
Nobleft  humanity  his  bofom  fired. 
The  caitiflF,  ftarting  at  hb  thoughts,  repreft 
The  feeds  of  murder  fpringtng  in  his  bread. 
His  outilrctch'd  arm  the  lurking  thief  withheld| 
For  fixt  as  fate  he  knew  his  doom  was  fealM. 
Safe  in  his  monarch's  care  the  ploughman  reapt. 
And  proud  oppreflion  coward  diftance  kept. 
Pedro  *  the  juft  the  peopled  towns  proclaim. 

And  every  field  refounds  her  monarch's  name. 

Of 

The  impreflion  left  on  the  philofopJiical  mind  by  thefe  hiftorical  fads. 
Will  naturally  I'uggcft  fome  reflexions  on  human  nature.  Every  man  is 
proud  of  being  tliought  capable  of  love ;  and  none  more  fo  than  thofc  who 
have  the  Icail  title  to  the  name  of  lover ;  thofe  whom  the  French  call  /« 
bcmmes  de  galantcricy  whofe  only  happincfs  is  in  variety,  and  to  wh©m  the 
greateft  beauty  and  mental  accompli fhmcnts  Icfc  every  charm  after  a  few 
months  enjoyment.  Their  fatiety  they  fcruple  not  to  confcfs,  but  are  not 
aware,  that  in  doing  fo,  tliey  alfo  confcfs,  that  the  principle  which  infpLrcd 
their  palHon  was  grofs  and  ftJfifli.  To  conftitutc  a  genuine  love,  like  tliat 
of  Don  Fcdro,  requires  a  noblcnefs  and  goodnefs  of  heart,  totally  incom- 
patible with  an  ungenerous  mind.  The  youthful  fever  of  the  veins  may, 
for  a  while,  infpire  an  attachment  to  a  particular  objcft  j  but  an  affediion 
fo  unchangeable  and  fincere  as  that  of  the  prince  of  Portugal,  can  only 
fpring  from  a  bofom  poflTcfTed  of  the  fine  ft  feelings  and  of  every  virtue. 

e  Pedro  the  juji.  — IWiXovy  cannot  afford  an  inftancc  of  any  prince  who  ha» 
a  more  eminent  claim  to  the  title  of  Juft  than  Pedro.     His  diligence  to 

correct 
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Of  this  trave  prince  the  foft  degenerate  fon, 
Fernando  the  remifs,  ^fcends  the  throne. 
With  arm  unnerved  the  liftlefs  foldicr  lay 
And  own'd  the  influence  of  a  nervekfs  fway : 
The  ftern  Caftiiian  drew  the  vengeful  brand. 
And  ftrode  proud  viftor  o'er  the  trembling  land. 
How  dread  the  hour,  when  injur 'd  heaven  in  rage, 
Thunders  its  vengeance  on  a  guilty  age  ! 
Unmanly  floth  the  king,  the  nation  ftain'd ; 
And  lewdnefs,  fofter'd  by  the  monarch,  reign'd : 

The 

corredl  every  abufe  was  Indefatigable^  and  when  gujk  was  proved,  his  juftjco 
was  inexorable.  He  was  dreadfiil  to  the  evi),  and  beloved  by  the  good  | 
for  he  refpeded  no  perfons,  and  his  inflexible  feverity  never  digreffed  from 
the  line  oT  drift  juftice.  An  anecdote  or  two  will  throw  fome  light  on  hit 
charafter.  A  prkft  having  killed  a  mafon,  the  king  diflemblcd  his  know* 
ledge  of  the  crime,  and  left  the  iflue  to  the  eccleHaftical  court,  where  the 
prieft  was  puni(hed  by  one  year's  fufpenfion  from  faying  mafs.  Pedro  opon 
this  privately  ordered  the  mafon's  fon  to  revenge  the  murder  of  his  father. 
The  young  man  obeyed,  was  apprehended,  and  condemned  to  death.  When 
his  ftintence  was  to  be  confirmed  by  Che  king,  he  inquired,  what  was  the  young 
man's  trade.  He  was  anfwered,  that  he  foUowed  his  father's.  Well  then, 
faid  the  monarch,  I  fhall  commute  his  ponkfhnrKnt,  and  interdift  him  ftx>m 
meddling  with  Aone  or  mortar  for  a  year.  After  this  he  fuUy  eftablifhed  the 
authority  of  the  king's  courts  over  the  clergy,  whom  he  punifhed  wkh 
death  when  their  crimes  were  capital.  When  folicited  to  refer  the  caufes 
of  fach  criminals  to  a  higher  tribunal,  by  wliich  they  tacitly  meant  that  of 
the  pope;  he  would  anfwrer  very  calmly,  That  is  what  I  Intend  to  do :  Ivnll 
jeMd  them  to  the  bigbefi  of  all  tribmnalsf  to  that  of  their  Maker  and  mine.  Againft 
adulterers  he  was  particularly  fcvere,  often  declaring  it  his  opinion,  that 
conjugal  mfidelity  was  the  fource  of  the  greatcft  evils,  and  that  therefore  to 
reftrain  it  was  the  intereft  and  duty  of  the  fovereign.  Though  the  fate  of 
'  bis  beloved  Inez  chagrined  and  foured  his  temper,  he  was  fo  far  from  being 
naturally  fuUen  or  paflionate,  that  he  was  rather  of  a  gay  and  fprightly  dif* 
pofition,  affable  and  eafy  of  accefs ;  delighted  in  mufic  and  dancing  j  a  lover 
of  learning,  was  himfelf  a  man  of  letters,  and  an  elegant  poet.  Vide  Li 
Clcde,  Mariana,  Faria, 
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The  monarch  own'd  that  firft  of  crimes  anjuQ, 

The  wanton  revels  of  adulterous  luft : 

Such  was  his  rage  for  beauteous  '  Leonore^ 

Her  from  her  hufband's  widowed  arms  he. tore : 

Then  with  unblefl:,  unhallowed  nuptials  ftained 

The  facred  altar,  and  its  rices  profaned* 

Alas !  the  fplendor  of  a  crown  how  vain. 

From  heaven's  dread  eye  to  veil  the  dimmeft  (lain ! 

To  conquering  Greece,  to  tuinM  Troy,,  what  woes^ 

What  ills  on  ills,  from  Helen's  rape  arofe ! 

Let  Appius  own,  let  banifh'd  Tarquin  tell 

On  their  hot  rage  what  heavy  vengeance  fell. 

One  female  raviOi'd  Gibeah's  ftreets  ^  beheld. 

O'er  Gibeah's  ftreets  the  blood  of  thoufands  fwell'd 

In  vengeance  of  the  crime ;  and  ftreams  of  blood 

The  guilt  of  Zion's  facred  bard  i»  purfued. 

Yet 

^  — —  beauteous  Lednore.  <  This  lady,  named  Leencra  ie  tellezy  was  the 
wife  of  Don  'Juan  Loremo  d^Acugnay  a  nobleman  of  one  of  the  mod  diflin- 
gui(hed  families  in  Portugal.  After  a  Aiam  procefs  this  marriage  was  dif- 
folved,  and  the  king  privately  efpoufed  her,  though  at  that  time  he  wa» 
pablickly  Carried  by  proxy  to  Donna  Leonora  of  Arragon.  A  dangerous 
infurre^ion,  headed  by  one  Velaffue%y  a  tailor,  drove  the  king  and  his  adul- 
terous bride  from  Li(bon.  Soon  after  he  caufed  his  marriage  to  be  pub- 
lickly  celebrated  in  the  province  between  the  Douro  and  Minbo*  Henry  king 
of  Caftile,  informed  of  the  general  difcontcnt  that  reigned  in  Portugal, 
marched  a  formidable  army  into  that  kingdom,  to  revenge  the  injury  offered 
to  feme  of  his  fubjedks,  whofe  (hips  had  been  unjuilly  feized  at  Lifbon. 
The  defolation  hinted  at  by  Camoens  enfued.  After  the  fubjefts  of  both 
kingdoms  had  feverely  fuffered,  the  two  kings  ended  the  war,  much  to 
their  mutual  fatisfadtion,  by  an  intermarriage  of  their  baftard  children. 

^ G'lbeah' s  Jlreets, See  Judges,  chap.  xix.  and  xx. 

*  The  guilt  of  Ziori's  facred  bard.^^^^'DdiSiA, — See  z  Samuel,  chap.  iii.  lo^ 
«  The  fword  fliall  never  depart  from  thine  houfe.'» 
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Yet  lore  full  oft  with  wild  delirium  blinds^ 
And  fans  his  bafeft  fires  in  nobleft  minds : 
The  female  garb  the  great  Alcides  wore, 
Ahd  £ot  his  Omphale  the  diftafF  ^  bore. 
For  Cleopatra's  frown  the  world  was  loft. 
The  Roman  terror,  and  the  Punic  boaft, 
Cannae's  great  vi6ior,  for  a  harlot's  fmile, 
Refign'd  the  harveft  of  his  glorious  toil. 
And  who  can  boaft  he  never  felt  the  fires, 
The  trembling  throbbings  of  the  young  defires, 
When  he  beheld  the  breathing  rofes  glow, 
And  the  foft  heavings  of  the  living  fnow  ^ 
The  waving  ringlets  of  the  auburn  hair. 
And  all  the  rapturous  graces  of  the  fair ! 
Oh !  what  defence,  if  fixt  on  him^  he  fpy 
The  languid  fweetnefs  of  the  ftedfaft  eye  ! 
Ye  who  have  felt  the  dear  luxurious  fmart. 
When  angel  charms  opprefs  the  powerlefs  heart. 
In  pity  here  relent  the  brow  fevere. 
And  o'er  Fernando's  weaknefs  drop  the  tear. 

^  The  great  jllddes'-^j^ddem  lanas  nere  cdegit  amor.  Otid. 

To  conclude  the  notes  on  this  book,  it  may  not  be  unneceiTary  to  obfervey 
that  Camoens,  in  this  epifode,  has  happity  adhered  to  a  principal  rule  of  the 
Epopoeia.  To  paint  the  manners  and  charaAcrs  of  the  age  in  which  the 
a£Uon  is  place^d,  is  as  requisite  in  the  epic  poem,  as  it  is  to  preferve  the 
unity  of  the  charader  of  an  individual.  That  gallantry  of  bravery,  and 
romantic  cafl  of  the  military  adventures,  which  charaderifed  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguefe  during  the  Mooriih  wars,  is  happily  fupported  by  Camoens 
Vol.  I.  L  in 
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in  its  moft  juft  ^idil^kSng  q^ursn  In  biftoiy  we  find  furprifing  vldorle* 
obtained  over  the  Infidels  :  In  the  Lufiad  we  find  the  heroes  breathing  that 
enthufiafm  which  led  them  to  conqueft,  that  enthttSiaim  of  military  ho- 
nours  fo  ftrongly  exprcffed  by  Alonzo  V.  of  Portugal,  ^t  the  fiege  oijirseUa. 
In  Aorming  the  citadef,  the  Count  <fe  Marialva,  a  brave  old  officer,'  loft  his 
life.  The  king  leading  his  only  ion,  the  prince  Don  Jgan,  to  the  body  of 
the  Count,  while  the  blood  yet  dreamed  from  his  wounds,  *<  Behold,"  he 
cried,  "  that  great  man  !  May  God  grant  you,  my  fon,  to  iinitate4ii$  vi»» 
<<  tues.    May  your  honour,  like  his,  be  complete !  ** 
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